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THE 


PREFACE 


TO      THE 


READER, 


THE  following  flieets  exhibit  to  thy  perufal  a  plain 
man's  plain  and  undifgufed  account  of  his  own 
progrefs  in  religion  :  an  artlefs  narrative  of  his  fincere 
and  hearty  endeavours,  as  much  as  in  him  lay,  to 
promote  the  doctrine  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  in  the 
earth. 

The  motives  inducing  him  to  uiidertake  the  office 
of  a  preacher,  appear  ta  have  been  perfectly  confonant 
to  the  -precepts  of  holy  writ,  and  to  the  practice  of 
Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  viz. 

\Jl.  A  clear,  cogent,  and  conviRcing  evidence  of  a 
divine  call,  and  heavenly  impulfe  thereunto. 

idly.  An  indifpenfible  fenfe  of  his  duty  neceflarily 
obliging  him  to  yield  obedience  to  that  call.     And 

'^dly.  The  fweet  returns  of  inward  peace  and  divine 
confolatiofis  accompanying  his  obedience  therein,  did 
greatly  conduce  to  his  confirmation  and  perfeverance 
in  the  way  of  his  duty. 

To 
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To  the  performance  of  which  he  found  himfelf 
meafurably  prepared  and  qualified  ;  for  his  own  ex- 
perience of  the  love  of  God,  and  of  the  operations 
of  his  holy  Spirit,  in  gradually  purging  out  the  cor- 
ruptions of  his  own  heart,  did  excite  and  augment 
in  him  a  Chriftian  love  to  his  fellow  creatures,  at- 
tended with  an  ardency  of  zeal,  and  an  inceflant  defire 
for  their  converfion. 

An  inward  purgation  from  fin  is  fo  neceflary,  and 
fo  eflential  a  qualification  of  3  gofpel  minifter,  that  no 
man  can  be  fuch  without  it  j 

Nor  doth  God  fend  any  unclean  meflengers  on  his 
errand : 

It  being  the  conftant  method  of  his  divine  wifdom, 
tinder  this  gofpel  difpenfation,  through  the  purging  of 
his  holy  Spirit,  to  cleanfe  and  purify  the  infide  of 
every  vefTel,  which  he  permits  to  be  made  ufe  of  in 
the  lervice  oi  his  fan<5li.a!y.     Wherefore, 

Every  unfanclified  pretender  to  preach  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift,  deferves  to  have  his  mouth  fboppcd  with  that 
unanfvvcrable  query  of  our  blefled  Saviour  to  the  Pha- 
rifees  of  old;  O  gi;neralion  of  viper  s.^  how  can  ye,  being 
evil^  fpiu':  good  things?  for  out  of  the  abundance  of  the 
heart  the  tnouth  fpeaktth.  Mut.  xii.  34. 

A  praftice  of  this  nature  abounds  with  the  groiTefl: 
of  absurdities,  and  ftands  emphatically  exploded,  even 
in  the  time  of  the  Mofaic  law,  by  the  royal  pfalmift,  in 
thefe  words  :  f/«/i?  the  wicked  God  faith^  What  hcifl 
thou  to  do  to  declare  my  fiotutes^  or  that  thou  fjouldrfi 
take  my  covenant  in  thy  mouth?  Pfalm.  1.  16. 

But  alas  !  felf-intereft  prompts  men  to  turn  a  deaf 
ear  even  to  the  moft  divine  expoftulations,  and  unholy 

perfons 
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perfbns  will,,  in  defpight  of  the  moft  exprefs  prohibi- 
tions, continue  to  intrude  themfelves  beyond  their 
bounds  ;  and  will  be  ftill  bufying  2nd  employing 
themfelves  about  external  circumftances  and  cere- 
monies, while  the  life,  fpirit  and  fubftance  of  true 
religion  is  placed  above  their  reach,  and  unattainable 
by  them,  until  it  fhall  pleafe  God,  in  the  exceeding 
riches  of  his  grace,  to  cleanfe  their  hearts  from  all 
unrighteoufnefs  ;  of  which  converfion  we  heartily  wifli 
for  a  nearer  profpedl  than  we  can  difcern  at  prefent. 

We  now  return  to  the  author  of  the  enfuing  nar- 
rative, who  was  another  fort  of  preacher  ;  a  free  giver 
of  what  himfelf  had  freely  received,  a  liberal  and 
open-hearted  communicator  of  his  religious  experiences 
unto  all  other  men,  without  refpe6l  of  perfons. 

He  dire6led  all  the  fheep  of  Chrifl:  to  follow  the 
voice  of  Chrift  himfelf,  the  good  Shepherd,  whofe 
Omniprefence  renders  his  voice  audible  to  every  one 
of  his  fheep,  however  feparate  or  difperfed  throughout 
the  world. 

His  converfation  was  free,  generous  and  affable ; 
neither  did  he  ftiun  the  Ibciety  of  thofe  whom  he  was 
fent  to  convert ;  his  miffion  being  fomewhat  cor- 
refpondent  to  that  of  his  Lord  and  Mafter,  who  de- 
clared concerning  himfelf:  i  am  not  come- to  call  the 
righteousy  but  firmer  s  to  repentance.     Mat.  ix,  13. 

He  was  of  a  grave  deportment,  and  of  a  tall,  comely 
and  manly  afpect :  his  publick  preaching  was  attended 
with  fiich  a  divine  authority  and  maieftick  innocence, 
as  commanded  the  atts.ntion  of  his  hearers  ;  and  his 
voice  being  clear,  ftrong  and  diflincl,  was  capable  of 
conveying  his  profitable  exhortations  to  the  ears  and 
underrtandings  of  a  very  numerous  auditory  ;  of  which 
a  remarkable   inftance   appears   in   his  preaching  at 

Jedburgh 
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Jedburgh  in  Scotland,  mentioned  in  page  38,  39,  of  his 
account. 

His  literal  accomplifhments  were  but  fmall,  extend- 
ing little  farther  than  to  enable  him  to  read  the  fcrip- 
tures  in  his  mother  tongue ;  yet  by  conftant  ufe  and 
application,  he  became  thoroughly  verfed  therein,  and 
enabled  by  the  force  of  their  teftimony,  to  confront 
and  confute  the  gainfayers  of  his  do£lrine,  which  was 
in  all  points  ftridlly  agreeable  to,  and  confonant  there- 
with. 

In  the  religious  fociety  to  which  he  was  joined,  he 
conducted  himfelfasa  man  of  peace  and  prudence, 
chufing  to  walk  in  the  plain  and  middle  path,  without 
declining  to  any  extreme ;  fo  that  he  neither  idolized 
forms,  nor  contemned  good  order. 

His  eftimation  and  repute  among  his  friends  and 
neighbours,  may  appear  by  the  teftimony  of  the 
monthly  and  quarterly  meetings  of  Bridport  in  Dorfet- 
fhire,  to  which  he  belonged,  given  forth  fmce  his 
deceafe,  wherein  they  fay,  that  *  It  pleafed  the  Lord 

*  to  endue  him  with  a  large  gift  in  the  miniftry,  in 

*  which  he  was  a  faithful  labourer,  and  gave  himfelf 

*  up  for  that  fervice  ;    that  he  had  a  gift  of  utterance 
'  fuperior  to  many,  found   in  judgment  and  do&ine, 

*  and  very  convincing  to  the  underftandings  of  thofe 

*  that  heard  him.' 

This  teftimony  concerning  him  is  true,  and  a  man 
of  his  penetration  and  capacity  could  not  but  difcern 
his  own  improvement  in  the  gift  he  had  received  ; 
wherefore  he  ftood  upon  his  guard,  left  through  felf- 
love  and  conceit,  he  fhould  depart  from  that  humilit), 
which  is  the  ornament  of  every  gofpel  minifter,  as 
in  page  31,  he  has  particularly  obfer/ed. 

Which 
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Which  Chriftian  virtue  was  generally  his  con- 
comitant, during  the  courfe  of  his  pilgrimage  ;  and  is 
remarkable  in  the  compofure  of  this  account,  in  Iceep- 
ing  it  clear  from,  and  unfullied,  with  any  the  leaft 
tin6ture-  or  fymptom  of  felf  applaufe. 

As  in  preaching,  his  declarations  proceeded  from 
his  heart,  fo  in  writing,  his  relations  of  his  ferv  ces, 
and  his  exhortations,  fprang  from  the  fame  fountain. 

Wherefore  we  recommend  to  thy  ferious  confidera- 
tion  what  he  has  written,  as  comprehended  in  that 
excellent  defcription  of  a  good  man,  given  by  Chrift 
himfelf,  Luke  vi.  45.  A  good  man^  out  of  the  good 
treafure  of  his  hearty  bringeth  forth  that  which  is  good* 

May  the  good  brought  forth  out  of  this  good  man's 
heart  efFeftually  reach  unto  thine,  and  through  the 
divine  blefling  operate  to  thy  fpiritual  benefit,  growth 
and  improvement  in  that  which  is  good. 

So  fliall  the  defign  of  the  deceafed  author,  in  leaving 
behind  him  this  account  of  his  life  and  travels,  be  in 
fome  degree  anfwered,  and  the  prefixer  of  this  Preface 
fhall  have  the  end  he  aims  at,  who,  with  fincere 
defires  for  the  faving  health  and  welfare  of  thee  and 
all  mankind,  takes  his  leave,  and  bids  thee  heartily 
farewelL 

J.   BlSSE. 
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LIFE   AND   TRAVELS 


SAMUEL      BO  W  N  A  S- 


I  Was  born  in  Wettmoreland,  within  the  compafs 
of  Great  Strickland  monthly  meeting,  about  the 
year  1676,  and  was  entered  in  that  regifter;  and  mv 
father  dying  before  I  was  one  month  old,  I  never 
knew  him,  but  I  have  been  informed,  that  he  was 
very  honeft  and  zealous  for  truth  in  his  time,  having 
been  a  confiderable  fufferer  for  the  caufe  of  religion, 
both  in  lofs  of  goods  and  liberty,  the  meeting  being 
kept  in  his  houfe  in  fomc  of  the  hotteft  time  of  per- 
fecution  in  king  Charles  the  fecond's  reign.  Being 
left  fo  young,  and  my  mother  having  but  a  fcanty 
fubuftence  of  about  4I.  10s.  a  year,  with  a  dwelling 
for  herfelf  and  two  children.  I  was  about  thirteen 
pat  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  blackfmith,  with  an  uncle 
who  ufed  me  unkindly  ;  I  was  afterwards  put  ap~ 
crentice  to  a  very  honeft  friend  belonging  to  Brig- 
B  fliits 
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flatts  meeting  near  Scdberg  in  Yorkfhire,  his  name 
was  Samuel  Parat ;  but  all  this  time  I  had  no  tafte 
of  religion,  but  devoted  myfelf  to  pleafure,  as  much  as 
my  circumftances  would  permit,  though  my  mother 
had  kept  me  very  ftriil  while  I  was  under  her  care, 
and  would  frequently  in  winter  evenings  take  oppor- 
tunities to  tell  me  fundry  pafTages  of  my  dear  father's 
fufFerings,  admonifhing  me  fo  to  live,  that  I  might 
be  worthy  t®  bear  the  name  of  fo  good  a  man's  fon, 
and  not  bring  a  reproach  on  myfelf  and  parents; 
alfo  frequently  putting  me  in  mind,  that  if  (he  (hould 
be  taken  away,  I  fliould  greatly  mifs  her,  both  for 
advice  and  other  ways  to  aflift  me  ;  and  advifed  me 
to  fear  the  Lord  now  in  my  youth,  that  I  might  be  fa- 
voured with  his  blefling  ;  which  frequently  brought 
me  into  great  tendernefs,  being  afraid  that  flie 
would  die  before  I  was  capable  to  live  in  the  world  ; 
and  flie  took  me  frequently  to  meetings  with  her, 
where  ilie  often  had  fome  words  in  teftimony;  pe;"- 
fecution  being  flili  very  hot,  and  friends  locked  out 
of  our  meeting- houfe  at  Strickland,  we  met  at  the 
door,  and  1  remember  at  two  feveral  times  when  I 
was  a  child,  and  came  to  meeting  with  my  mother, 
the  informers  came,  the  firft  time  the  meeting  had 
been  over  about  half  an  hour,  the  fecond  time  not 
quite  fo  much,  fo  that  we  efcaped  their  hands  both 
times  ;  but  fundry  friends  were  in  prifon  at  Appleby 
for  attending  that  meeting,  whom  my  dear  mother 
went  to  vifit,  taking  me  along  wiih  her,  and  we 
had  a  m.eeting  with  the  prifoners,  feveral  friends 
from  other  places  being  likewife  there  by  appoint- 
ment. What  I  obferved  was,  though  very  young, 
how  tender  and  broken  they  were  ;  and  I  was  very 
inquifitive  of  my  mother,  why  they  cried  fo  much, 
(which  Vv'e  called  greeting)  and  thee  greet  too,  (faid 
I)  why  did  thee  r  She  told  me  that  I  could  not 
underftand  the  reafon  of  it  then,  but  when  I  grew 
up  more  to  man's  eftate  I  might. 

Now 
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Now  to  return  to  my  apprenticeflilp ;  I  had  a  very 
kind  loving  mafter  and  miftrefs,  and  I  had  meat 
enough,  and  work  enough,  but  had  little  confideration 
about  religion,  nor  any  tafte  thereof.  On  firft  days  I 
fiequented  meetings,  and  the  greater  part  of  my 
time  I  flept,  but  took  no  account  of  preaching,  nor 
received  any  other  benefit,  than  being  there  kept  me 
out  of  bad  company,  which  indeed  is  a  very  g'-eat 
fervice  to  vofth.  I  took  much  liberty  in  difcourfe, 
and  was  taken  notice  of  as  a  vvitty,  fenfible  young 
man  :  but  often  on  my  bed  I  ruminated  on  my  way 
of  life  with  reluftancey  yet  frequently  fell  into  the 
fame  way  again.  I  never  was  given  to  fvvearing, 
nor  any  very  grofs  vice,  but  what  I  gave  way  to  the 
moil,  was  jeftmg,  and  turns  of  wit  to  provoke 
mirth,  which  gave  me  often  (after  it  was  over)  a 
heavy  heart ;  and  thus  I  went  on  for  near  three 
years  ;  but  one  firfl-day,  being  at  meeting,  a  young 
woman,  named  Anne  Wilfon,  was  there  and  preached ; 
fhe  was ^2ry  zealous,  and  fixing  my  eye  upon  her, 
fhe  with  a  great  zeal  pointed  her  finger  at  me,  ut- 
tering thefe  words  with  much  power,  '  A  traditional 
Quaker,  thou  comeft  to  meeting  as  thou  v/ent  froii 
it  (the  laft  time)  and  goes  froin  it  a??  thou  came  to 
it,  but  art  no  better  for  thy  coming,  what  wilt  thou 
do  in  the  end  ?'  This  was  {o  pat  to  my  then  con- 
dition, that,  like  Saul,  I  was  fmitten  to  the  ground, 
as  it  might  be  faid,  but  turning  my  thoughts  inward, 
in  fecrec  I  cried,  Lor^Jy  what  Jhall  I  do  to  help  it  ^ 
And  a  voice  as  it  were  fpoke  in  my  heart  faying, 
Look  unto  me^  and  1  will  help  thee  \  and  I  found  much 
comfort,  that  made  me  (bed  abundance  of  tears. 
Then  I  remembered  what  my  mother  told  me  fome 
years  before,  that  when  I  grew  up  more  toman's 
cftate,  I  fhould  know  the  reafon  of  that  tendernefs 
and  weeping,  and  fo  I  now  did  to  purpofe.  I  went 
home,  with  a  heavy  heart,  and  could  neither  eat  nor 
fleep  as  I  ufed  to  do,  but  my  work  never  fucceeded 
better  in  my  bands  than  it  did  at  this  time,  nor  my 
B  2  mind 
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mind  never  lefsinitj  but  my  condu6lj  as  well  as 
countenance,  was  much  altered,  fo  that  feveral  in 
the  family  were  doubtful  that  I  fhould  fall  into  a  kind 
of  melancholy  diftradtion  ;  but  I  longed  for  the 
meeting  day,  and  thought  it  a  very  long  week. 
When  the  time  of  meeting  came,  my  mind  was  foon 
fixed  and  ftaid  upon  God,  and  I  found  an  uncom- 
mon enjoyment  that  gave  me  great  fatisfa(flion,  my 
underftanding  being  opened,  and  all  the  faculties  of 
my  mind  fo  quick,  that  I  feemed  another  man  ;  a 
divine  and  fpiritual  fweetnefs  abiding  with  me  night 
,and  day,  for  fome  time,  and  I  began  to  fee  and  un- 
derhand the  Scriptures,  and  the  nature  of  preaching 
the  dodlrine  of  the  gofpel  in  the  power  and  fpirir, 
plainly  feeing  a  difference  between  a  preacher  of  the 
letier  and  of  the  fpirit,  which  till  then  I  was  wholly 
ignorant  cf,  and  unacquainted  with,  not  having  be- 
fore that,  the  leaft  degree  that  I  could  perceive  of 
divine  underftanding  ;  but  then  upon  looking  back, 
and  confidering  what  I  had  heard  fuch  ^d  fuch 
friends  preach,  \Ahich  at  that  time  I  did  not  under- 
fland,  but  now  I  underftood  it  clearly,  which  was  a 
plain  demonftration  to  me,  that  all  divine  knowledge 
is  from  divine  light,  which  we  cannot  comprehend, 
until  we  are  affifted  fo  to  do  by  a  vifitation  from 
heaven. 

And  now  the  Scriptures  and  minlftry  from  the 
openings  of  the  fpirit,  feemed  fo  clear  and  plain  to 
my  underftanding,  that  I  wondtrcd  that  any  body 
remained  unconvinced,  fuppofmg  them  to  fee  the 
truths  of  the  gofpel  in  the  fame  light  that  I  did  ;  and 
that  faying  of  the  apoftle,  wherein  he  aflerts  his 
knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God  being  come,  from 
their  receiving  an  underjlanding  from  him^  I  John  v. 
20.  was  clearly  difcovered  to  me,  fo  that  now  [ 
plainly  faw  a  diftiniSlion  between  the  children  of  light, 
and  of  this  world  ;  the  fpiritual,  and  the  natural 
man  j  and  that  the  natural  man  could  not  receive  the 

things 
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things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  being  foolininefs  to 
him  ;  he  cannot  know  them,  becaufe  they  are  known 
only  by  the  Spirit,  I  Cor.  ii.  14.  as  the  apoftle  afferts  j 
and  I  found  myfelf  much  improved  in  divine  wildom 
and  faving  knowledge.  As  I  was  going  to  meeting, 
Walking  alone,  it  came  very  livingly  into  my  mind, 
that  if  I  was  but  faithful  and  obedient  to  the  heavenly 
vifion,  I  fhould  foon  be  qualified  to  teach  others, 
and  more  efpecially,  as  I  faw  by  experience  wherein 
my  fhortncfs  had  been,  in  being  contented  and  eafy 
with  a  form  of  truth  and  religion,  which  I  had  only 
by  education,  being  brought  up  in  plainnefs  of  both 
habit  and  fpeech  ;  but  all  this,  though  very  good  in 
its  place,  did  not  make  me  a  true  Chriftian  ;  I  was 
but  a  traditional  Quaker,  and  that  by  education  only,  ■ 
and  not  from  the  Scriptures,  becaufe  they  were  a 
book  fealed  to  me.  And  I  now  faw  plainly  that  edu- 
cation, though  never  fo  carefully  adminiftred,  would 
not  do  the  work;  although  a  pious  education  ought 
by  no  means  to  be  negle6ted,  but  all  parents  and 
guardians  ought  to  be  ftirred  up  to  their  duty  in  that 
refpedl ;  yet  we  muft  confider,  that  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  parents,  or  the  moft  pious  tutors,  to  confer 
grace,  which  is  the  gift  of  God  alone ;  nor  can  any 
come  into  the  true  fold  but  by  this  door,  as  faid  our 
Saviour  concerning  himfelf.  Thus  it  plainly  ap- 
peared to  me,  there  was  no  other  way  but  this,  viz. 
by  the  Jpirii  of  Chriji  alone,  John  x.  1 ,  2,  3.  to  attain  • 
to  true  faith,  which  works  by  love,  and  gives  victory 
over  our  infirmities  and  evil  deed;^,  working  fuch  a: 
change  in  us,  that  we  can  in. truth  fron>  experience 
fay,  we  are  born  from  abo-ve^  and  by  virtue  of  that 
birth  only,  is  the  true  knowledge  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  thinijs  of  God  attained,  John  iii.  3,  4,  5,  and  by 
no  other  way  or  mean^,  although  never  fo  well  con- 
trived by  human  art:  and  being  experimentally  frn- 
fible  of  this  change  wrought  in  my  mind,  it  looked 
the  more  likely,  that  I  might  in  time  be  qualified  to- 
B  3  fpeak 
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fpeak  to  others  of  my  own  experience  of  the  operation 
of  the  fpirit  in  my  mind,  not  thinking  the  time  fo 
near  at  hand,  as  it  appeared  when  1  came  to  the 
meeting  ;  for  I  had  not  fat  long  therein,  but  a  great 
weight  fell  upon  me,  with  fome  words  to  fpeak  ;  but 
I  confidered,  (being  willing  to  be  my  own  carver) 
it  was  too  (oon  to  undertake  fuch  a  taflc,  being  but 
an  infant  in  religion  ;  not  remembering  the  fmall 
time  between  Paul's  converfion  and  his  preaching 
the  gofpel  :  A6ls  ix.  20.  And  my  former  condudt 
with  my  companions,  (many  of  whom  were  in  the 
meeting  at  the  fame  time)  flood  much  in  my  way, 
for  my  reformation  was  but  three  weeks  old  that 
very  day,  fo  tha^  I  reafoned  thus,  That  fo  fudden  a 
change  mould  hardly  be  borne  :  1  could  not,  for  that 
time,  for  thefe  reafons  give  up,  and  the  burthen  was 
then  taken  from  me  :  but  after  that  meeting  it  came 
upon  me  again  with  double  weight,  and  aiFedted  me 
fo  very  greatly,  that  I  was  much  alone,  and  my 
countenance  Co  altered  with  weeping,  that  my  mafter 
took  occafion  to  enquire  into  the  matter,  how  it  was 
with  vie  ?  and  I  gave  hiin  as  plain  account  as  1  was 
capable  oF,  which  he  was  much  afFe£led  with  indeed, 
and  broke  into  tears ;  what  I  feared  was,  that  I 
.  had  by  difobedience  fo  much  oiFcnded,  that  1  fnould 
be  caft  ofF  for  ever:  but,  with  fundry  exhortations 
from  Scripture  and  o.herwifc-,  he  endeavoured  to  pa- 
cify me,  not  doubting  but  that  I  fhould  have  the  like 
offer  made  me,  putting  me  in  mind  of  Gideon's 
fl:ece,  &c.  Judges  vi.  When  next  meeting  day 
came,  I  went  in  great  weaknefs  and  fear,  and  could 
rather  have  gone  elflvvhere,  than  to  meeting  that 
day  ;  however,  fome  time  after  I  v^as  in  the  meeting,^ 
I  felt  the  fame  concern  as  at  the  meeting  before,  and 
i  fat  under  the  weight  of  it  till  the  meeting  was  al- 
mofl  Dver,  and  then  hardly  knew  how  I  got  upon  my 
feet,  but  dH,  and  broke  out  wi  h  a  loud  voice  in 
thefe  words,  viz.     *  Fear  not  them  which   kill  the 
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body,  but  are  not  able  to  kill  the  foul ;  but  rather 
fear  him  which  is  able  to  deflroy  both  body  and  foul 
in  hell.  I  fay,  fear  you  him  who  will  terribly  fhake 
the  earth,  that  all  which  is  moveable  may  be  fhaken 
and  removed  out  of  the  wa)',  that  that  which  is  im- 
moveable may  ftand.'  This  was  all  I  had  to  fay  at 
that  time.  But  oh  !  what  joy  and  fweetne's  I  felt 
afterward  I  cannot  exprefs,  and  the  pleafure  of  my 
mind  appeared  in  my  countenance,  (o  that  my  mafter 
took  notice,  and  fpcke  of  it  fo  feelingly,  that  plainly 
demonftrated  he  was  a  partaker  with  me  of  the  fame 
rejoicing  in  himfelf,  as  at  the  birth  of  an  only  fon  : 
this  was  about  the  year  1696,  on  that  called  Chrift- 
mas-day,  it  falling  that  year  upon  the  firft  day  of  the 
week. 

Thus  having  fas  it  may  be  faid)  broke  the  ice, 
the  next  time  v/as  not  quite  fo  hard,  but  I  faid  very 
Tutle,  and  feldom  appeared  for  a  year  or  two,  having 
about  three  years  of  m^  apprenticefhip  to  ferve,  which 
I  did  with  fideUty  and  truth.  The  Jaft  year  of  my 
time,  I  found  fome  confiderable  working  in  my 
mind  to  vifit  Scotland,  being  very  rarely  without 
fome  degree  of  divine  virtue  on  my  mind,  either  by 
night  or  day  ;  therefore  I  thought,  if  it  was  fo  with 
me  then,  it  would  be  much  more  fo  when  I  had  no- 
thing to  mind  but  divine  things;  but  1  found"  it 
otherwife,  of  which  in  its  place.  I  may  not  omit, 
that  fometime  above  two  years  after  I  flrft  fpoke  iu 
meetings,  I  opened  the  New  Teftament  at  that 
paflage  fpoken  by  our  Saviour,  Mat.  x.  28.  to  the 
feme  efFedl  with  what  was  firft  opened  on  my  mind, 
as  mentioned  above,  which  then  I  knew  nothing  of, 
as  being  the  faying?  of  Chrift  to  warn  them  againft 
the  fear  of  men  ;  although  no  doubt  I  had  read  it, 
but  had  taken  fo  little  notice  of  what  I  read,  it  was 
to  me  as  if  h  had  been  ne\  er  writ.  But  it  was  a 
great  comfort  to  me,  that   I  was   thus   opened  in  a 

material 
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material  point  cf  dodrine  of  our  blefled  Lord  at  my 
firft  felting  out. 

About  this  time  I  had  a  defire  tovifit  a  neighbour- 
ing meeting  called  Yelland,  it  being  the  firft  that  I 
ever  had  a  concern  to  viiit,  anJ  defired  my  dear 
friend  Ifiiac  Alexander  to  go  with  me.  Agreeing 
upon  the  time,  I  went  to  Ifaac's  brotiier's  houfe  the 
feventh  day  evening  before,  where  Ifaac  lived  ;  and 
he  and  I  went  to  vifit  James  Y\  iiron  and  his  parents 
that  evening :  James  was  under  convincement  but 
not  his  parent?.  We  had  fome  conference,  but 
being  called  to  fupper,  left  ofF  abruptly.  After  fup- 
per  I  could  not  be  eafy  without  repeating  my  vifit, 
and  James's  mother  being  very  quick  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, (he  defired  my  judgment  on  thofe  texts  in 
Ifaiah  and  Peter.  Behold.^  I  create  mw  heavens^  and 
neiv  earthy  ti herein  divelh  rightevufncfs.  And  my 
underftanding  was  opened  to  preach  unto  her  the 
new  birth  fo  effe^lually,  that  fhe  was  thoroughly 
convinced,  and  continued  an  honeft  friend  to  her 
dying  day,  going  to  meeting  the  very  next-  day,  and 
fo  held  on  while  able  to  attend  meetings. 

Now  my  time  ff  fervitude  being  rear  at  an  end, 
and  my  mafter  being  very  willing  to  keep  me  in  his 
fervice,  fpoke  to  me  about  it,  which  gave  mc  an  op- 
portunity to  open  my  mind  to  him  about  my  vifit  ta 
Scotland;  and  he  th-n  told  me,  to  acquaint  fome  of 
the  elders  in  the  meeting  therewith,  for  it  was  need- 
ful that  1  fhuuld  have  a  certificate,  to  fhew  the  unit^ 
of  the  brethren  with  my  journey;  and  accordingly  I 
did,  and  had  a  certificate  ;  Ifaac  Alexander  w?.s  my 
companion,  and  had  a  certificate  likewife.  So  we 
fet  out ;  Kendal  being  the  firfl  meeting,  and  then  ta 
Frefton,  Ytlla  d.  Height,  Hawkefhead,  and  vifited 
part  of  Lancafhire,  and  Yorkfhire^  in  about  three 
or  four  weeks.  But  the  poverty  of  my  fpirit  was  (o 
exceeding  great  and  bitter,  that  1  could  fcarcely  bear 
it,  but  cried  out  aloud,  and  it  was  fo  furprizing  to 
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my  companion,  that  we  being  by  ourfelves  walking 
on  foot,  he  feared  it  would  be  too  hard  for  me,  for  I 
complained  that  I  was  deceived  ormiftaken  ;  becaufe, 
while  I  was  in  my  mafler's  work,  I  .rarely  by  night 
or  day  was  without  fome  degree.of  divine  virtue  on  my 
mind,  but  now  I  could  feel  nothing  but  the  bitternefs 
of  death  and  darknefs  ;  all  comfort  was  hid  from  me 
for  a  time,  and  I  was  baptized  into  death  indeed. 
As  we  went  along,  I  faid  to  Ifaac  with  a  vehemency 
offpirit.  Oh/  that  J  was  in  my  ma/hr's  work  again^ 
and  favoured  with  my  former  enjoyments  of  divine  lifcy 
how  acceptable  it  would  be  f  We  came  at  our  jour- 
ney's end,  to  one  Miles  Birket's,  who  was  more 
than  ufually  kind  to  us;  but  alas  !  he  did  not  know 
my  flate  and  poverty.  Next  day  we  went  to  another 
meeting  at  Hawkefhead,  it  was  a  little  better  with 
mc,  but  very  poor;  and  fo  we  performed  our  journey 
in  about  a  month,  and  he  returned  to  his  father's 
houfe,  and  I  to  my  mafler  Parat's. 

1  being  very  loath  to  go  to  Scotland,  having  been 
proved  with  fo  much  poverty  of  fpirit,  the  cup  was 
fo  bitter  J  could  harly  bear  it  ;  however,  I  kept  my 
rnind  to  myfelf,  and  we  fet  forward  on  foot,  viiiting 
part  of  Cumberland  in  our  way,  and  I  thought  Ifaac 
had  very  fine  fervice,  fo  much  fuperior  to  mine,  that 
after  him  I  was  afraid  to  lefTen  or  hurt  what  good  he 
had  done  j  and  before  him,  I  was  afraid  to  ftand  in 
his  way.  He  was  very  much  admired  indeed,  and 
fome  were  convinced  by  his  miniftry  :  we  accom- 
plifhed  that  journey  in  about  two  months  time.  At 
cur  return  hay  harveft  came  on,  and  I  went  to 
mowing,  and  on  the  meeting  days  went  jufl  where 
my  mind  led  me,  and  grew  in  my  miniftry  very 
much,  and  the  Lord  let  me  fee  his  kindnefs  to  lead 
me  through  that  ftate  of  poverty,  which  was  of  great 
fervice  to  qualify  me  to  fpeak  to  others  in  the  like 
condition,  and  that  trials  of  fundry  kinds  were  for  my 
improvement  and  good,  tending  to  my  eflablifliment 

in 
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in  the  true  root  of  a  divine  and  fpiritual  miniftry  ; 
and  the  do6lrine  of  our  Saviour  and  his  apoftle  did 
much  comfort  me,  fo  that  I  became,  in  the  opinion 
offeveral,  an  able  minifter,  although  but  fhort,  fel- 
dom  ftanding  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  But  alas  !  I 
faw  fmce  that,  I  was  but  a  mere  babe  or  infant  in 
the  work. 

This  fummer  paft  over,  and  by  my  harveft  work 
at  hay  and  corn,  I  picked  up  a  little  money,  being 
juft  penny lefs  before,  fo  that  I  travelled  to  a  meet- 
ing before  I  got  to  work  14  or  15  miles,  three  times 
forth  and  back  on  foot  all  alone,  with  three  halfpence, 
being  all  the  money  J  had,  and  thinking  to  refrefh 
myfelf  in  the  way,  but  when  I  came  near  the  houfe 
of  enteitainment,  I  found  myfelf  fo  ftrong  and  cheer- 
ful, that  I  thought  I  might  want  it  more  at  another 
time,  and  fo  kept  it. 

Towards  the  fall  I  bought  a  horfe,  and  put  myfelf 
in  a  condition  for  another  journey  with  my  old  com- 
panion Ifaac  again  ;  and  we  thought  either  of  us 
pretty  fufficient  to  hold  a  meeting  ;  however,  I  was 
to  go  with  him  through  Bifhoprick  and  Yorkfhire, 
and  he  was  to  go  with  me  into  the  weil:,  as  to  Wilts, 
Somerfetfhire,  Devonfhire,  Sec.  We  had  not  pro- 
ceeded far,  before  I  was  very  much  fhut  up,  and  had 
no  fatisfa(3:ion  at  all  in  going  farther  with  him ;  I 
told  him  how  it  was  with  me,  and  we  were  both 
willing  to  part ;  and  I  went  to  beat  York  on  iirft 
day,  and  meeting  with  dear  John  Richardfon,  I  laid 
my  concern  before  him,  and  as  a  nurfing  father  he 
fpoke  very  encouragingly  to  me,  and  he  got  meetings 
appointed  for  me  at  Wetherby,  and  fo  forward  to- 
wards DoncaRer.  I  went  on  in  great  fear,  and  after 
meeting  at  Wetherby,  Benjamin  Brown  fpoke  very 
encouragingly,  that  the  Lord  would  enlarge  my  gift ; 
and  %vhcn  thou  findeji  it  fo^  faid  he,  do  not  value  ihyjclf 
upon  /V,  hut  give  the  honour  of  it  where  it  is  due^  and 
keep  humble^  and  God  vjlll  bkjs  thce^  and  7nake  thee  a 
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nfefid  memher  In  his  hand.  My  next  meeting  was  at 
Wakefield,  which  was  very  much  to  my  comfort  and 
encouragetneiit.  Then  to  Pmtefracfi,  where  I  had 
no  caufe  to  con^plain  ;  but  there  was  a  fri_nd,  that 
after  meeting  did  cavil  and  fin)  a  de"I  of  faults  with 
what  I  had  faid,  which  broui^ht  Ionic  uneafinefs 
upon  me :  but  being  afcerwards  told,  he  uf-d  to  di  jO, 
and  that  he  was  not  in  nnit)\  that  brought  me  off 
pretty  1  ght  and  eafy ;  fo  I  went  from  thence  to  Don- 
cafler  on  che  feventh  day,  it  being  market  day  there  : 
I  v/as  conduiled  to  Thomas  Aldam's  quarters,  he 
being  in  to.vn,  who  foon  came  and  looked  at  me,  I 
thought  aufterely,  firft  enquiring^  whence  I  came^ 
and  if  /  had  a  certif.cate  ?  To  all  which  I  gave 
proper  anfwers,  and  fhewed  him  my  certificate  i  all 
this  feemed  agreeable,  and  he  undertook  to  appoint 
meetings  forward,  and  fent  me  home  with  his  fon  : 
but  not  having  ever  been  fo  clofely  examined  before, 
this  grew  in  my  mind,  and  fearing  how  I  ihould 
come  off,  Thomas  Aldam  being  a  noted  minifter,  it 
was  fome  uneafinefs ;  but  at  lafl  he  came  home, 
and  was  very  tender  and  kind  indeed.  Next  day, 
being  firll:  day,  we  repaired  to  meeting,  and  I  came 
off  beyond  what  I  expecled  by  much,  preached  almolt 
an  hour,  fo  that  I  was  very  chearful  in  my  fpirit  after 
it,  and  we  had  a  little  opportunity  in  the  evening, 
and  all  ended  brave  and  well  :  fo  the  week  following 
I  went  to  Blithe,  and  took  meetings,  -in  courfe  as 
they  lay  by  Maplebeck  to  Nottingham.  At  Maple- 
beck  there  «vas  a  brave  old  living  friend,  with  whom 
I  had  great  comfort,  his  name  was  John  Camm  : 
at  this  place  I  had  the  very  beft  meeting  that  I  had 
ever  had,  and  it  had  a  very  remarkable  effect  upon 
me  ;  for  I  began  to  think  the  bitternefs  and  anguifh 
of  death,  which  I  had  gone  .through  before,  might 
now  be  over  in  a  great  degree,  and  I  fhould  go  on 
fmoother  and  with  more  eafe  for  time  to  come,  for 
the  friends  Ihewed   me  much    refped,    and   I  was 

vjfited 


12  THE  LIFE  AND  TRAVELS  OF 

vifited  in  the  evening  and  morning  before  I  left 
them,  by  fundry  that  lived  nigh  :  in  fliort,  I  thought 
more  of  myfelf  than  I  had  done  before,  that  I  re- 
member. Two  or  three  of  them  went  with  me  to 
Nottingham,  feeming  much  pleajtd  with  my  com- 
pany ;  it  being  feventh  day,  I  was  there  on  firft  day 
at  two  meetings,  came  off  tolerable  well,  but  not 
like  as  at  Maplebeclc.  The  third  day  following  I 
was  at  Caftle-Dunnington,  Vv'here  was  a  fine  collec- 
tion of  friends  ;  I  preached  fome  time  amongft  them, 
but  found  not  that  authority  and  life,  as  1  thought, 
to  attend  me  as  before ;  however,  I  defired  another 
meeting  with  them  that  evening,  which  was  readily 
aflented  to,  which  was  very  brge,  confidering  that 
place.  I  leemed  very  poor  and  low,  and  blamed  my- 
felf much  for  appointing  another  meeting  in  fo  poor 
and  weak  a  frame  of  mind  •,  the  meeting  came  on, 
and  proved  better  than  I  expected  :  but  I  was  very 
low,  and  it  being  a  clear  moonlight  night,  I  walked 
into  the  friend's  orchard  behind  his  houfe,  bemoaning 
myfelf  very  much,  as  having  loft  my  guide,  and  fallen 
from  that  happy  condition  1  was  in  the  week  before  : 
the  friend  of  the  houfe  finding  I  tarried,  came  out  to 
me,  having  a  fenfe  of  my  low  ftate  and  condition, 
fo  that,  enquiring  how  I  did,  he  began  to  fpeak  very 
much  in  praife  of  thofe  two  meetings,  and  of  the  fer- 
vice  I  had  in  them.  But  all  this  did  not  raife  my 
fpirits  :  we 'went  in,  but  he  perceived  I  was  very 
low,  and  he  and  his  wife  endeavoured  to  comfort  me  ; 
his  wife  had  a  fiaie  gift  of  the  miniftry,  and  fhe 
told  rriC  fome  experiences  fhe  had  gone  through,  but 
all  did  not  do,  nor  come  near  my  condition.  Next 
day  I  went  to  Swannington  in  LeicefterfhJre,  and 
there  was  a  fine  body  of  friends  again,  and  I  had  not 
fat  long,  before  I  felt,  as  I  thought,  as  good  an  au- 
thority to  preach  as  ever,  and  ftood  up,  not  doubting 
an  open,  fatisfaclory  meeting  :  but  I  had  not  ftood 
above  fifteen,  if  fo  many,  minutes,  until  all  was  fhut 
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up,  aud  It  feemed  as  though  both  the  fun  and  air 
were  darkened.  I  fat  down  under  a  great  cloud,  ut 
think  what  I  (hould  do,  appealing  to  God,  as  having 
no  ill  defign,  but  much  otherwife,  and  earneftly  in 
fecret  defiring  help ;  and  immediately,  as  though  a 
voice  had  fpoken  intelligibly,  *  Thou  runs,  and  God 
has  not  fent  thee  ;  thou  fpcaks,  but  God  doth  not  fpealc 
by  thee  ;  therefore  thou  fhilt  not  profit  the  p^iople.' 
It  may  be  thought  I  was  bad  before,  buc  much  worfe 
now,  I  being  under  the  very  hoar  and  power  of  death 
and  darknefs,  being  at  my  wits-end  what  to  do  ;  and 
under  this  great  temptation  divers  ways  prefented  ; 
fuch  as  my  turning  myfelf  out  of  the  line  of  friends, 
which  1  found  would  be  fomewhat  hard  to  do,  by 
reafon  I  always  had  a  guide  from  one  place  to  an?;- 
ther  :  then  to  turn  home  again,  and  by  that  method 
I  might  get  rid  of  friends  as  guides,  and  make  the 
beft  of  my  way  to  fome  part  in  Ireland,  fell  my  horfe, 
and  get  work  (where  [  was  not  known)  at  my  trade  : 
but  then  the  honour  of  the  monthly  meeting,  thac 
hr.d  given  me  fo  good  a  certificate,  would  be  afFe^t^d 
by  my  fo  dvjjng  :  arid  having  confidered  of  fundry 
ways  to  take,  at  laft  this  prefented,  to  make  awai' 
with  myfelf  in  fome  riv^r  or  pond,  as  though  it  had 
been  an  accident,  and  this  would  cover  all.  Thus 
for  a  time  I  was  bewildered,  not  feeing  where  I  was; 
but  fince,  it  plainly  appeared  I  was  under  the  influence 
of  the  fpirit  of  Anticlirii't.  Thus  begging  heartdy 
for  help,  I  fell  on  my  knees,  and  prayed  vvi:h  that 
fervency,  that  few  under  the  roof  but  were  melted 
into  tears,  and  it  was  fuch  a  time  as  I  never  had 
before  nor  fince  in  prayer,  as  I  remember  :  thus  that 
meeting  ended.  Next  1  went  to  a  town  Called 
Hinckley,  and  there  was  a  confiderable  number  of 
friends  and  other  people  ;  I  was  extremely  low.  and 
poor,  but  had  a  comfortable  meeting,  that  much 
healed  me,  and  fet  me  to  rights  again. 

c  Th^n 
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Then  I  viHted  Leicefterfliire  pretty  generally,  and 
there  was  a  woman  of  feme  account  (her   name  was 
Jeraimah   Mountney)  who  was  convinced,  and   (he 
v/ns  v.'ith  me  at  fundry  meetings,  and   was  exceeding 
t-end^r   and    loving,     being   thoroughly  reached   and 
fati-fied.     When  we  parted,  fhe  was  fo  open-hearted 
that  I  was  called  afide  by  her,  and  after  having  faid 
fomething   to   me  about  her   inward   condition,  flie 
ofl'ered  me 'feme  pieces  of  gold,  which  I  told  her,  I 
ourft   not  touch;  Pne   very  courteoufly,  and  with  a 
becoming  gent£el  mein,  told  me,   Jl^e  tvas  both   able 
£iy.d  iviliing^  and  as  fi^e  had  no  other  way^    that  Jhe 
uidd  fncw  her  gratitude  for  that  Jphltual  good  foe  had 
recivcd  by  7ny  miniffry^  Jhe  could  do  no  lefs  than  ihat^ 
befecch^ng  that  I  zvoidd  receive  it^  as  the  true  tokcyi  of 
J.^'r  love  and  refpe61.     In  anfwer,  I  faid,  it  -was  mhut 
I  never  had  done^  nor  could  1  jiovj  do  ii ;    tut  all  the 
reu-ard  I  defired  and  expe£ied  was,    that  fi:e   might 
carefully^    ivith   a   fwcere   hearty    endeavour  that   her 
ohedicnce  did  keep  pace  with  her  kncvjledge^  the  hearing 
oftihich  would  much  rejoice  7ny  jov.l :    we  parted   in 
great  love  and  tendernefs.     I  heard  that  fundry  others 
were   convinced   in    that    neighbf.urhood.       A    very 
boneft  friend,  whofe  name  was  Brooks,  took  great 
pains   to  get  the  fecking  people  to  meeting,  and  I 
was  very  much  en'arged  in  pertinent  matter,  fuitable 
JO  the  ftates  of  fuch  feeking  fouls. 

Out  of  Leicefterfliire,  being  very  well  rewarded 
for  the  bitternefs  I  fuffered  before  I  came  into  it 
(which,  as  before,  was  as  much  as  I  could  bear) 
I  pafied  into  Warwicjcfhire,  and  had  fome  good  op- 
portunities in  that  county,  as  at  Warwick  and  fun - 
idry  other  places.  I  found  I  often  hurt  myfelf  by 
fpeaking  too  fart,  and  too  loud  j  againfl  which  I  en- 
deavoured to  guard  as  much  as  I  cou'd  ;  but  oft, 
uhen  I  felt  my  heart  filled  with  the  power  of  divine 
lovcj  I  was  apt  t.o  forget  myfelf  and  break  out ;  I 

found 


SAMUEL    BOWN'AS.  15 

found  It  proper  therefore  to  ftop,  and  after  a  fhort 
paufe,  with  feme  fee  ret  fhort  pray.^r  for  prefervation, 
and  that  I  might  be  fupplied  with  matter  and  power, 
that  might  do  the  hearers  good.  Thus  I  wjnt  on, 
and  grew  fenhbly  in  experience  and  judgment,  and 
became  in  f  >me  fmall  de^rree  fkilful  in  dividing  of  tha 
word.  I  liad  been  flraitened  in  my  mind  refpcct- 
ing  fearching  the  Scriptures,  left  I  (hoidJ  th-reby  be 
tempted  to  leai>  upon  them,  and  by  gathering  eithcF 
manna  or  ftri.cks  on  the  Sabbatlv-divy,  death  would 
cnfiie  ;  but  at  laft  i  had  freedom  to-examine  the  text, 
and  to  confider  wliere  the  flreiigrh  of  tiie  argument 
lay,  both  before  and  after  the  words  1  had  r.'p?ntesi  : 
by  which  conduft  i  fiw  I  wasofton  very  defective,  iiv 
not  lavmg  hold  of  ihe  moft  fuitablc  part  to  coniirra 
the  fubject  or  matter  I  wus  upon,  and  this  conduct 
did  me  great  fervice  :  but  theji  aadher  difliculty 
ftood  in  my  way,  which  was  t.iis ;  fom.e:  form.T 
openings  would  come  up,  which  I  darlt  not  meddle; 
with,  lell  that  by  fa  doing  I  fliould  become  formal, 
and  lofe  that  divine  fpring  which  I  had  always  de- 
pended upon  ;  but  the  Lord  was  pleafcd  to  (hew  mc^ 
that  old  matter,  opened  in  nev/  life,  was  always  newy 
and  that  it  was  the  rene wings  of  the  fpirit  alon^ 
which  made  it  new  ;  and  that  the  principal  thing  I 
was  to  guard  againft  was,  not  in  my  own  will  to* 
endeavour  to  bring  in  old  openings,  without  the  aid. 
of  the  fpirit;  and  that  if  I  flood  Imgie  and  religned 
to  the  divine  will,  I  fhould  be  prelervsd  from  all 
errors  of  this  nature. 

Out  of  Warwickfhire  I  travelled  into  Worceder- 
fhirc,  viiiiing  fusidry  meetings  in  that  county,  and 
found  a  frefh  fupply  every  day.,  I  was  at  Worcefter 
on  firft  day,  and  after  the  meeting  in  the  fore- 
noon, an  ancient  friend  examined  m.e  very  clofely,- 
from  whence  I  xame,  and  for  a  certificate ;  to 
all  which  I  gave  him  anfwers  :  my  certificate  be-- 
ing  at  my  quarters  in  my  faddlc-bag,  he  could, 
c  2  not 
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rot  then  fee   it ;  but  I  had  a  vtry  good  meeting  as 
I  thought,  ai.d  my  landlord  William  Pardoc,  a  brave 
fenl.Ile   eliler,  advifed  me   not  to  be  uneafy  at  the 
old    friend's   examining    me    fo,    /or,    faid    he,    he 
does  fo  to  every  Jir anger.     We  went  to  meeting  in 
the    afternoon,     v.hich    was    very    large,  and  1  was 
largely  opened,    and   had,    as   1   thought,  very  good 
fervice;  but  the  old  friend,  a'ter  the  meeting,  was 
upon  m;:  in  the  fame  ftrain  to  fee  my  certificate,  but 
I  had   it  not  then  aboui  me   neither,  at  which   he 
fecmed  mucii  dilpleafed  :  I   made   no  reply,  but  told 
him,  I  was   vey  willing  he  fhould  fee  it;  but   my 
laidlo.'d  took  him  up,  and  told  him,  he  thought  the 
young  man  had  aireaciy  Jhevjn  us  his  heji  Leriijicate  in 
both  the  jn.ctirgs  \  but  ncvertheiejs  ^faid  he)  come  to  my 
houfe  in    the   evenings  and  thou  Jj  ait  Jce   it  :     fo    we 
parted.     My  1.  ndlord  thought  he  had  fliewed  himfelf 
difagreeable  in  his  conduct-,  and  fearing   it  would  be 
an  uneafnefs  to  me,  fpoke  very  tenderly,  and   like  a 
nurhng  father  encouraged  me,  by  faying,  /  could  not 
J}kw  him  a  bitter  confirmaiion  that  1  zlos  anointed  ftr 
the    mmijiry^    than   I  had  already    d:ne.      So   in   the 
evening,  after  it  was  dark,  he  and  many  oti^er  friends 
came ;  but  my  landlord,  the  old  friend   and  I,  went 
afide,  and  i  k-t  him  fee  whi^t  he  defired  fo  much  to 
fee;  he  read  it,  being   mush    plcafed   with  it,    and 
knowing  fundry  friends  that  had  figned  it,  enquired 
after    thtm.     We  went  to  our  friends   again,  who 
were    much    incrcafed    in   number,    and    we    had   a 
heavenly  feafon,  being  thoroughly  baptized  together  ; 
v/e  parted  in  great  love  and   fv/eetne!s,  and   the  old 
friend  v/as  exceeding  kind. 

From  thence  1  went  into  Glouccfterfliire,  and 
vifited  part  of  that  county,  and  by  Tewkelbury  to 
Cheltenham,  GlouceHer,  Painfwick,  Niiiliworth,  and 
Tedbury.  I  had  ftmdry  good  opportunities  :  one 
young  woman  was  convinced  at  Tedbury,  that  be- 
came a  very  good  friend. 

From 
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From  thence  into  Wiltfliire  and  Hampfliire,  as  • 
far  as  Ringwood,  and  to  Pool  and  Weymouth  ; 
called  at  Warehani  and  Corfcj  had  a  meeting  at  each 
place,  but  nothing  worthy  noting  at  either  of  them  : 
i'o  I  travelled  to  Bridport,  Lyme,  AL'mbury,  Chard, 
and  Crewkern,  and  back  to  Somerton,  Puddhnore, 
Maffon  to  a  funeral,  and  to  Yeovil  on  hrfl  day  ;  thus 
having  vifited  Sornerfetfliire,  .1  went  away  into  D::-- 
vonfliire  as  far  as  Exeter  ;  then  turned  up  towards 
Taunton,  taking  meetin-s  in  myway  towards  Brii- 
tol,  but. nothing  happened  of  weight. 

I  fraid  in  Briftol,  and  vifited  meetings  about  the 
city  near  five  weeks,  and  from  thence  I  found  my- 
mind  was  much  drawn  to  vifit  Wales,  and  Ltook 
the  quarterly  meeting  of  Hereford  in  myway,  which  - 
v/as  held  annually  at  Amelly,  a.nd  there  I  met  witii. 
my  dear  friend  Ifaac  Alexander  :  we  were  glad  to  (cc- 
each  other,  as  vv'cU  as  to  hear  each  other,  whicii- 
when  we  did,  it  appeared  to  me  that  Ifaac  was  im- 
proved confiderably,  and  he  faid  the  fame  of  me,  ob- 
ferving,  that  I  preached  the  practical  doctrine  of  the. 
gofpel,  he  thought,  more  than  he  did  ;  for  his  preach- 
ing was  Mery  much  in  comparifcns  and.  allegories, 
which  he  apprehended  v.'as  not  fo  plain  .and  eafy  to 
the  un'erftandings  of  the  vulgar,  .as_what  I  had  to 
fay.  We  had  now  an  opportunity,  of  opening  out 
minds  to  each  other,  which  was  of  great  fervice  to 
us  bv.th,  having  fundry  meetings  together,  and  we  ■ 
hiid  drawings  for  the  yearly -meeting  at  LJanidlos 
in  Waks  :  this  opportunity  .feemed  very  agreeeblc  to 
us ;  there  were  fundry  friends  of  note,  Benjam.in 
Bangs  and  others  out  of  Chefliire  ;  the  p^oplecamc, 
in  abundance,  and  at  times  were  very  rude,  ,but  in 
the  main  it  was  a  ferviceable  meeting.  .  After  thril 
I  vifited  Wales,  appointing  from  the. yearly  meeting 
fundry  meetings,  as  far  as  v>'as  thought  proper  at 
once ;  and  a  good  old  friend,  Philip  Leonard,  offeroii 
to.be  my  companion,  which  was  of  great  fervice  to 
c  3  n,e* 
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me.  I  was  very  poor  and  low  at  moft  meetings  in 
that  journev,  by  reafon  but  few  of  the  people  could 
v.el!  underftand  what  I  faid  in  fundry  places;  but 
Philip  flood  up  after  I  had  done,  and  in  part  inter- 
preted what  I  had  laid,  but  I  did  not  feem  to  be  quite 
eafy  in  my  mind 

ifaac  went  to  Briftol  yearly-meeting,  and  was  very 
zealous  againft  unneccffary  fafliions  and  fuperfluities 
in  both  i'exes,  infomuch,  that  fomc  thought  he  did, 
in  his  words  againft    them,    exceed    the   bounds   of 
modefty  :    but   he   might  plead    the  example  of  the 
prophet  Ifaiah  in  that  refpeit.     But  the  chief  objec- 
tion wa«,  conccnring  his  prophefying  of  a  great  mor- 
tality, which  the  Lord  was  about  to  bring  as  a  judg- 
merit  upon  the  people,   for  their  pride  and  wicked- 
nefs  ;   which  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  deliver  in  their 
yearly- mteting,  as  a  warning  for  all   to  mind  their 
ways,  left  being  taken  unprepared,  their  lofs  fliould  be 
irreparable:  which  he  did  in  ("uch  ftrong  and  pofitive 
term?,    that  friends   were   afraid   he    was   too  much 
exalted  in  himfelf :  upon  which,  fome  of  the  elders 
thought  proper  to  converfe  with,  and  examine  him 
concerning  this  extraordinary  mefTage  which  he  had 
delivered  :   but  what  he  faid  to  them,  not  being  fatis- 
fac^ory,  they  adviled  hkn  to  proceed  no  farther  on  his 
journey,    but  to  return  home ;    which  he  did  under 
great  trouble,  and  was  there  received  in  much  love 
and  tendernefs,  and  appeared  in  his  gift  very  excel- 
lent, and  grew  in  divine  wifdom  and  power,  being  of 
great  fervice  in  the  miniftry  wherever  he  came.  — 
And  he  having  a  concern  to  vifit  the  churches  abroad, 
and  acquainting  fome  of  our  elders  therewith,  they 
thought  it  not  proper  for  him  to  go,  till  fomething  was 
done  to  fati^fy  the  friends  of  Briftol,  and  upon  their 
enquiry  of  ifaac,  he  gave  them  a  fingle  and  honeft 
account  how  it  was  with  him  at  that  time,  refpe6ling 
his  concern:  fo  friends  took  it  in  hand,  and  wrote  to 
Briftol,  neither  juftifving  nor  condemning  him,  but 

recommended 
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recommenced  charity  and  tendernefs  towards  him. 
And  from  Briftol,  friends  anfwered,  that  rvith  open 
arms  they  could  receive  him,  helievi?:g  hnn  to  be  a  fincere 
young  many  who  intended  very  well ;  and  they  wet  e  glad 
he  took  their  admonition  rights  and  had  owned  it  had  been 
cf  fervi  e  to  him.  Thus  ende-l  this  afTair,  and  Ifaac 
faid,  he  could  not  thi\k  hard  of  his  brethren  in  doing 
what  they  did^  though  he  could  not  then  Jee  that  he  had 
miffed  his  way,,  in  delivering  that  prof.hefy.  Thus  flievvi^ 
ing  forth  a  lively  inftance  of  a  warm  zeal,  tempered 
with  a  due  regard  to  the  feni'e  and  advice  of  his 
brethren  and  elders,  and  the  unity  of  the  church, 
which  doubtlefs  tended  to  his  own  comfort  and  pre- 
fervation. 

When  I  heard  of  it,  I  took  it  fo  much  to  heart, 
that  it  was  aimoft  too  much  for  me,  and  a  concern 
came  upon  me  to  go  to  London  with  the  like  mefl'age, 
but  with  this  caution ;  firft,  to  advife  with  fome  faithful 
brethren  before  I  delivered  it:  and  I  wrote  to  Ifaac 
to  let  him  know  it,  which  gave  him  great  eafe.  Ac- 
cordingly I  went  to  London,  and  got  fundry  brethren 
togeiher,  viz.  James  Dickinfon,  J.  Bowftead,  Peter 
Fearon,  B.  Bangs,  Robert  Haydock,  3nd  fome  others, 
and  gave  them  a  plain  and  honeft  account  how  it  came 
upon  me,  which  was  not  till  after  I  heard  how  my 
dear  companion  was  returned  home  from  Briftol  ; 
adding,  that  I  had  acquainted  Ifaac  how  it  was  with 
me,  that  he  might  know  my  fympathy  with  him. 
The  friends  freing  what  he  had  wrote,  found  ihere  was 
a  ftrong  fympathy  between  us,  and  very  juftly  fup- 
pofed,  that  to  be  the  m.oving,  if  not  only,  caufe  of 
the  concern  I  was  under,  and  very  tenderly  advifed 
me  to  keep  it  in  my  own  breaft,  till  I  found  how  the 
Lord  would  order  it;  for,  if  he  was  the  author,  I 
fhould  find  more  of  it;  if  not,  it  would  die  of  courfe: 
But  if  I  found  it  grew  upon  me,  1  fhould  let  any 
of  them  know  it,  and  they  would  confider  what  fteps 
to  take  in  a  matter  of  fo  great  confequence,  as  go- 
ing 
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ing   forth  in  a  prophely  of  that    nature.     And    the., 
fatherly  kindnefs  they  fhewed  me  was  very  afFc(5ling, 
to  me,  one  or  other  of  ti  em  making  it  their  bufinels 
to  vifit  me  eveiy  day  ;  and  as  they  faid,  I  found  the, 
concern  went  off,  and  I  became  eafy  without  pubHIh- 
ing  it. 

After  this  I  had  divers  very  acceptable  opportunities, 
in  London,  d'.iring  the  time  ot  the  ycariy-meetinw, , 
and  afterwards  vifited  friends  towards  Leeds  in  York- 
fliire,    cwA    in    my  way   thither   had    \ery  agreeable 
fervice  in  both  the  counties  of  Leiceller  and  Notting- 
ham, and  at  fundry  other  places. 

From  Leeds  I  went  to  the  yearly-meeting  at  York, . 
which  was  very  large,   and    many  publick    friends; 
but  1  was  hid,  as  it  were,  and.  made  very  little  ap- 
pearance at  that  meeting. 

From  thence  I  travelled  homeward?,  vifiting  friends, 
as  I  went,  and  was  gladly  received  by  them.  An.l  I 
found  my  minifiry.  very  accej^table;  as  it  increafed 
upon  me,  I  was  very  humble  and  low  in  mind, 
knowing  therein  my  ftrength  corififted,  and  fafety 
from  temptation. 

I  was  now  in  a  ftreight,  what  courfe  to  take  to 
get  a  little  money,  my  linen  and  woolen  both  want- 
ing to  be  repaired.  I  met  with  a  young  man  newly 
fet  up  in  his  trade,  with  whom  I  propofed  to  work, 
and  he  was  ready  to  comply  With  my  oiTer,  fuppofing 
it  would  be  a  means  to  improve  him.  So  we  agreed, 
and  I  begun  with  him,  and  found  it  anfwered  much 
better  than  harveft  work,  fo  that  Lftor^^d  m\felf  with, 
a  little  cafti  foon,  and  worked  hard  all  that  fummer, 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  year  prep,  red  myfelf  for  a 
journey  with  my  good  old  friend  Jofeph  Baines.  . 

We  fet  out  the  latter  end  v.;f  the  i;xth  month,  and 
vifited  fome  parts  of  Yorkfhire,  and  fo  into  Lincoln- 
fhire,  Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  and  we  did  very  well,  to- 
gether ;  only  I  was  afraid,  that  frien  s  took  fo  much 
notice  of  me,  he  would  be  uii^aly  j  but  he  was  fo  en- 
tirely 
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tirely  innocent,  and  had  fo  much  of  the  Lamb  in  him, 
that  he  never  did,    that  I  could  find,   fhew  any  un- 
eallnefs,  more  than  to  give  me  a  caution  v/ith  a  fmile  ; 
Scimmy,  faid  he,  (for  1  was  moftly  called  fo)  thou  hadji 
need  take  caf\^  friends  admire  thee  fo  7nuch^  thou  doft 
not  grnu  proud  j  and  indeed  the  caution  was  very  fea- 
fonable,  as  well  as  f;;rv!ccable  to  me  ;  which  I  faw 
and  d'd  acknowledge.     This  Jofeph  was  (it  might  be 
faid)   an   Ifraelite   indeed,    as   meek  as  a  lamb,    not 
great  in  the  miniflry,  but  very  acceptable,  efpecially 
amongft  other  people,  having  a  meek,  quiet,  eafy  deli- 
very, moftly  in  fcripture  phrafes,  with  which  he  was 
well  turnifhed,  repeating  them  with  very  little  or  no 
comment  upon  them,  which  fome  admired  very  much  ; 
and  he  had   great  fervice  at  funerals,  being  in  a  pe- 
culiar manner  qualified  for  fuch  fervices  :  but  he  re- 
ceiving an  account  of  fome    troubles  in  his  family, 
it  brought  a  very  great  u'-.eafinefs  upon  him,  and  he 
returrR-d  home.      Piut  I  vifited  mofl  of  the  meetings 
over  again,  ar^d  fo  I  renirned   in^o   Hur.tingtonfhire, 
Northamptunrhire,  and  io  toward-  Dorfetfhire,  and  So- 
merfetfhire,  vifiting  meetings  as  I  went  ti'.rough  part 
of   Oxford-.hire.     i  had  many   meetings,   f.mecimes 
fourteen  in  a  week,  and  generally  to  fatisfaiSlion.     In 
almoft  every  parifh    where  a   friend   lived,    we    had 
a  mee  ing,  beiides  which  fundry  offered  their  houfes, 
who  were  not  frien  i'^,  which  we  embraced.     I  came 
through  part  of  Hampfhire  and  Warwickfhire,    and 
{o  back   again    to   Hair.pfiiire,    vifiting    friends,    and 
had  many  meetings  in  plates  wheie  none  had  been, 
and  the  people  were  much  inclined,   who   were  not 
friends,    ro    have    meet  ngs  at  their  houfes  in  many 
places,  and  would  defire  friends  to   condu£l  me   to 
their   houfes  :    fo   that   although  I  was  entirely. un- 
known to  moft,  yet  there  was  very  great  willingnefs 
to  receive  the  doctrine  of  Chrift  ;  and  fundrv,  I  found 
afterwards,  were  convinced,  by  accounts  1  received 
from  friends.     The  teachers  of  the  national   way, 

and; 
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and  Diflenters  alfo,  were  much  diflurbcd,  and  threat- 
ened  what  they  would  do,  and  that  they  would  convj 
and  difpute;  and  Tome  of  them  came  leveral  times, 
and  got  out  of  Tight,  where  they  could  heac^and  not  be 
{cen  ;  but  never  any  gave  me  the  kaft  difturbance  all 
that  journey  j  but  lome  would  fay  I  was  a  cheat  (viz.) 
a  Jefuit  in  difguife  ;  others,  that  I  was  brought  up 
for  the  pulpit,  and  for  feme  mifdemeanour  fulpended  ; 
and  fo  they  varied,  according  to  their  imaginations: 
but  I  was  very  eafy  in  my  fervice,  and  found  my 
heart  \ery  much  enlarged  ;  feme  of  the  people  took 
me  to  have  a  good  fhare  of  learning,  which,  although 
it  was  falfe,  lerved  for  a  defence  againfc  foine  bufy 
fellows,  who  thought  they  could  difpi  te  about  reli- 
gion and  dodriiie  ;  which  I  always  endeavoured  to 
avoid  as  much  as  poffible,  feldom  finding  any  advantage 
by  fuch  work,  but  that  it  modly  ended  m  cavilling, 
and  a  ftrife  of  words. 

I  went  through  psrt  of  Dorfetfhire,  and  at  Sher- 
borne an  old  friend  was  fick,  and  not  expecTtcd  to  get 
ever  that  illnefs,  and  it  came  into  my  mind  he  would 
die  of  thai  ficknej\  and  tha,t,  I  muji  be  at  hisfuneraly 
end  preach  with  my  bible  in  tny  hand.  This  made  me 
fhrink,  as  fearing  it  was.the  fruit  of  imagination,  but 
I  kept  it  to  myielf,  and  had  many  meetings  about 
thofe  parts,  as  at  Yeovil,  Puddimore,  Mafion,  Wefton, 
&c.  Befides  thi«,  a  young  woman,  which  afterwards 
became  my  wife,  had  flrong  hold  of  my  afle6tions, 
and  I  had  acquainted  her  parents  therewith,  and  had- 
liberty  from  them  to  lay  it  before  their  daughter, 
which  I  did  ;  although  at  the  fame  time  it  was  upon 
me  to  vifit  America  before  1  eniered  into  the  ftate  of 
wedlock,  which  I  alfo  gave  her  to  underfland  ;  for  I 
had  reafoncd  in  my  own  mind,  that  it  might  be  better 
to  let  it  reft  until  my  return,  if  I  lived;  but  in 
-anfwer  to  that,  thus  it  appeared,  that  I  might  have 
fome  offers  there  that  might  be  a  fnare  to  me,  and 
by   this  prior  engagement.  I  might  be  freed  from  all 

temptations 
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temptations  or  offers  of  that  kind  :  for  if  it  once 
was  known  there,  that  I  was  already  engaged,  even 
that  would  command  fiience  on  that  account ;  fo 
on  this  confideratioa  I  made  my  ftiit  to  her,  who 
received  it  with,  fuch  moJefty  and  iweetnefs  as  was 
very  engaging  and  obliging  to  me:  but  (he  had  an 
uncle,  on  whom  fhe  h-id  fome  dependance,  who 
feemed  much  averfe  to  it;  and  would  have  his  niece 
left  at  liberty,  that  if  any  thing  offered  in  my 
abfence  fhe  might  embrace  it;  which  I  very  rea- 
•dlly  complied  with  ;  then  he  was  pleafeJ,  only  he 
would  have  me  leave  it  uu  ler  my  hand,  which 
alfo  I  was  very  rcddy  to  do  ;  and  more,  that  is,  to 
ftand  hound  myfelf,  and  leave  her  at  liberty  :  to 
which  {he  objected,  as  unreafonable  on  her  part  to  de- 
lire  fuch  a  thing  from  me.  So  we  parted,  and  I  went 
to  Street,  Glaitonbuiy,  Burnham,  Sidcoat,  Clareham, 
and  Briitol.  having  let  flip  out  of  my  memory  the  old 
friend's  ficknefs  at  bhcrborne  ;  but  I  had  not  beea 
many  hours  in  Briftol  before  a  melienger  came  to  de- 
lire  Benjamin  Cool  to  attend  the  funera;,and  Benjamin 
came  to  me  to  Brice  Webb's,  where  I  lodged,  and  told 
me  how  it  was,  and  defired  me  to  go  ;  but  1  pleaded 
fundry  cxcufes ;  firft,  my  horfe  was  not  fit,  with  other 
objections,  which  were  ail  removed.  And  accordingly 
I  went  to  Biuton  next  day,  being  the  feventh  day  of 
the  week,  and  was  at  that  (rnall  meeting  on  tirft  day. 
The  funeral  vvas  on  fecond  day,  which  was  exceed- 
ing 1-irge,  John  Beere  from  Weymouth  being  there, 
had  fomething  to  fay,  but  not  much  :  then,  as  it  was 
with  me,  I  pulled  my  bible  out  of  my  pocket,  and 
opened  it;  upon  which  the  people  gave  more  atten- 
tion than  they  had  done  before,  arsd  I  had  a  very 
acceptable  time,  often  in  the  courfe  of  my  matter 
referring  to  the  text  for  proof,  and  giving  an  ample 
teftimony  of  the  value  we  put  upon  the  Scriptures  ; 
earneftly  preiling  the  careful  reading  of  them,  and  ad- 
viling  to  confider  v/hat  they  read,  and  to  feek  the 

Lord, 
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Lord,  by  prayer,  for  afliftance  and  power,  that  they 
might  pradice  what  they  read,  which  was  the  ultimate 
end  of  reading,  as  well  as  the  hearing  of  preaching, 
for  without  practice,  it  would  avail  but  little;  witli 
other  advice  to  the  fame  effe6t.  And  there  being 
fundry  teachers  of  feveral  focieties,  one  of  them  a 
Baptift,  took  hold  of  me  after  meeting  wa^  ended, 
and  defired  fome  converfation  with  me:  I  looked  at 
him  enrneftlv,  and  defircd  to  know  if  he  had  any  ob- 
jc6lion  againft  any  part  of  what  I  had  faid  ?  if  thou  haft, 
laid  I,  (fpeaking  \t-ith  an  audible  voice,  that  flopped 
many  of  the  company)  this  is  the  moft  proper  place, 
the  people  being  prefent ;  for  they  thronged  about 
us  very  much.  This  made  him  confefs,  that  what  he 
had  heard  was  found,  and  according  to  Scripture,  being 
very  well  proved  from  the  text ;  but  he  defircd  fome 
private  difcourfe  between  ourfelves  at  my  quartern, 
if  I  would  permit  it.  I  to!d  him  he  might,  1  quartered 
at  Richard  Fry's  ;  and  Richard  being  pref-nt,  told  him 
he  fhould  be  welcome  to  comiC  to  his  houfe,  and  fo 
we  parted.  And  when  I  came  to  Richard's,  he  faid, 
we  fhould  hear  no  more  of  him,  for  that  he  had  in 
his  difcourfes  amongft  his  hearers,  fpoken  many  very 
iHihanifome  things  againft  the  Qtiakers,  endeavour- 
ing to  uncl-riftian  them,  and  prove  them  heathens  in 
denying  the  ordinances.  (A  common  pka  ufed  by  all 
our  adverfarie?)^  But  this  upftart  carried  the  matter 
fai'cher  than  fome  others  did,  by  adding,  that  we  de- 
nied the  Scriptures,  and  alfo  would  not  allow  of  a 
bible  in  any  of  our  meetings,  nor  did  our  preachers 
ever  ufe  a  bible  to  prove  any  thing  therefrom,  that 
we  preached  to  the  people  ;  (with  more  to  the  fame 
purport)  and  as  many  of  his  hearers  were  there,  my 
appeal  ing  with  .a  bible,  and  fo  after  referring  to  the 
text  for  proof,  did,  no  doubt,  put  him  and  tliem  alfo 
upon  a  thought,  what  had  been  preached  before  by 
him,  amongft  them,  concerning  the  Qi^iakers,  which 
now  appeared  to  be  a  manifeft  untruth  by  what  they 

had 
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had  both  feen  and  heard  that  day:  however,  to  be 
ftorr,  as  Richard  Fry  thought,  fo  it  proved;  for  he 
did  not  come  at  all  near  me,  and  fo  that  went  oiF  well, 
and  truth  was  exalted  above  lies  and  /alHiood, 

1  returned  back  toBrifrol  well  contented,  being  fill- 
ed with  peace  and  confolation.  At  my  return  1  gave 
my  friends  Benjamin  Coole  and  fome  otljers,  a  relation 
of  my  condu6^,  and  Benjamin  was  much  p!eaf::d  I  went 
there,  and  repeated  what  he  had  faid  before  to  per- 
fuade  me  to  go,  adding,  he  was  pretty  much  aflured 
it  was  my  place  to  go  ;  but  that  if  he  had  known 
how  it  came  into  my  mind  to  preach  with  the  book 
in  my  hand,  although  in  the  fequel  it  proved  right, 
yet  ^e  (hould  have  been  afraid  that  more  of  imagina- 
tion than  revelation  was  in  it;  therefoie  chat  would 
rather  have  backened  him,  than  have  been  aiiy  arcj-j- 
ment  for  him  to  have  prefTea  my  going  fo  much  as  he 
did,  by  reafon  th:it  he  liad  found  (ome  miiiakes  com- 
mitted from  fuch  fij^ht'^,  which  proved  to  be  but  ima- 
ginations ;  and  he  gave  me  very  fuirable  advice,  to 
take  care  how  1  too  eafily  embraced  fuch  things  for 
truth,  without  a  due  trial,  and  that  it  v/as  not  dif- 
pleailng  to  heaven,  to  try  the  fpirttjrom  vjhence  fuch 
thiuvi  frocceded, 

I  ftaid  in  and  about  Briflol  three  week?,  vifiting  the 
mtetings  round  the  city,  but  on  firil-days  I  was 
moftly  in  the  city,  and  it  being  the  winter  fair,  meet- 
ings were  very  large:  but  on  the  third-day  meetincr 
Ml  the  fair  week,  there  was  a  man.  out  of  Wiltfhirc, 

fjparate,  named  Arthur  Ifmead,  who  ftoo^  up  to 
preacn,  and  was  fpeaking  of  the  light :  he  put  forth 
a  c.ucllion  about  b-rhigir.g  our  deeds  io  the  light ;'  adding, 
do  I  bring  7v.y  deeds  to  the  light?  A  worthy  elder, 
named  Charles  Harford,  anfwered,  iVi?,  thou  do(i  not: 
If  thou  didji^  thou  vjould/t  not  do  as  thou  dojt.  1  fat 
all  this  time  und  r  a  v'ery  great  concern,  and  the 
word  was  in  me  like  fire  ;  fo  I  flood  up,  and  with 
a  ftrong  and  powerful  voice  began  to  preach,  he  crv- 
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ing  out,   that  he  hod  not  rlone^  but  I  took  no  account 
of  that,  but  went  on,  and  he  foon   fat  down  and  fell 
afleep,  and   we   had   a   blefled  edifying  meeting  that 
day,  and  truth  was  exalted  above  error.     After  this 
meeting  I   was  clear  of  the  city,  and  vifited  fome 
parts  of  Gloucefterihire,  W^orcefterflure,  Derbyfhire, 
Chefliire  and  Lancafliire,  but  nothing  hapjened  wort'iy 
of  any  great  note,  fave  only,  in  manv  places  I  had  very 
large   open  quiet  meetings,    and  when  I  found  myfelf 
very  high  and  full,   I  then  expcdVed  low  times  again, 
for  J  but  very  feN'om  was  drawn  forth  in  do6tnne,  and 
enlarged  more  than  common,  but  MapLbeck  would 
cc^me   in    my   way,    and   the  uncommon   ten  pt^tion 
and  trial  I  underwent  after  that  meeting,  which    did 
not  arrive  to  its  height  until  1  came  to  Swanningtc)n  in 
Leicefterfhire,  as  is  before  hinted.      1  reached  home 
about  the   latter  end  ^  of  the  firlf  month,   ai.d    ftaid 
with  my  dear  friend  Robert  Chambers  part  of  that 
fumnier,   helping  him   and  his   brother-in-law   John 
Moore  at  Gale,  mowing  more  days   this  year  than  I 
ever  did  in  one  before.     But  John  Howfiead  and  Peter 
Fe;^ron  had  a  meeting  appoint-^d  for  them ^at  a  place 
called  Goofe-gieen,  between  Kendal  and   Millthrop; 
to  which  meeting  there  was  a  very  great  refo:  t ;    and 
beino-  defired   to  attend    ir,  I   did,    and  in  the  begin* 
ning  of  the   meeting   I  fpoke  fomething  of  the  imi- 
verjal  love  of  G:d  to  inanktyid.      After  which  a  Friend 
went  on  with   the  fame  fubject,  and   inferred   from 
the    text  fomething    more    than    it   would    bear,    fo 
that  a  young   man   who  taught  fchool  ;.t  Beatham, 
(a   fmall    parifh   in   that .  neighbourhood)   took   him 
up  after  the  meeting  was  over,  and   having  the  ad- 
vantage cf  the  argument,  did  endeavour  to  bear  the 
friend  down.     1  was  with  fome  others  gone  to  fee  the 
horfe^   got   ready  for   our  return,    but  being   called 
uot  with  difficulty  into  the  houfe,  which  was  much 
crowded,  (th.e  meeting  being  he'd  in  the  open  ground 
without  the  houfe)  and  when  got  in  and  heard  them,  I 
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foon  found  where  the  pinch  was  ;  the  friend  had  faid 
what  the  text  would  not  bear  him  out  in,  in  quot-ng 
Obadiah  the  loth  verfe,  co;npared  with  Romans  the 
9th  chap,  and  i  I'h  verfe  :  I  obferved  th  \t  he  went  toa 
far  in  exfjreiiion,  wheji  I  heard  it,  and  repeating  the" 
words  more  than  twice,  the  young  man  had  rhem 
v^ry  plain.  I  waited  feme  titne,  and  then  deiueti  li- 
berty of  the  young  man  to  a'lc  hrm  a  q  leftion,  the 
anfwering  of  which  might  bring  the  argument  to  a 
point;  adding,  not  that  1  thou^^htmyfelf  fo  capable 
to  maintain  that  argument  as  niy  friend  was*.  He 
gave  me  leave,  and  my  queftion  was,  Ifhether  he 
believed  it  confident  with  divine  wifdcm  and  rnercy^  to 
fninijh  imn  for  juch  faults^  as  by , his  argummt  they  were 
c-rdained  to  be  guilty  of,  v/hich  becatife  of  that  ordinatioii 
they  could  not  avoid ('  He  loon  very  frankly  gave 
anfwer,  He  did  not  bel'eiK  it,  I  then  a(ked  him,  P^hy 
he  argued  againj}  his  own  faith  and  judginent  ?  For 
although  he  took  advantage  of  my  Friend's  wrrds, 
noi  being  fo  wed  guarded  a"?  they  might  have  been, 
yet  that  was  no  jull  ground  to  argue  ajainil  his  o^vn 
judgmeit.  And  thus  this  argument  dropt,  and  then 
he  took  up  baptifm,  but  ibon  finding  him fclf  not  able 
to  fupport  what  he  undertook  to  prc-ve  by  the  text, 
viz.  Infant -Baf'tfnuht  coiifeltthat  he  was  not  cualified 
to  maintain  his  argument,  and  therefore  requefltd 
that  we  would  favour  h.m  to  confer  on  tiiat  fubje6t  on 
Wednefday  next,  in  the  room  where  he  taught  fchool, 
with  the  minifter  of  their  parifh ;  withal  adding,  it 
might  be  of  jervice  both  to  him  and  others.  My  fri>.nds 
were  very  much  for  it,  and  I  was  not  againft  it,  pro- 
vided ihcy  would  go  and  aflift  :  For  I  lotAcd  on  my- 
felf  very  unequal  to  fuch  a  tafk  as  this  was  like  to  be. 
However,  after  fome  dilcourfe  betwixt  ©urfelvcs,  [ 
confented,  on  condition  that  John  Jopf  ^n  the  fchooi- 
maller  of  Kendal  would  be  my  feconJ,  he  being  well 
acquainted  with,  and  underftanding  b'  th  the  Greek 
and  Latin  Teftament,  might  help  meag/iinit  being  im- 
D  2  pofed 
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pofed  upon  by  any  falfe  glofs  or  interpretation  put 
upon  the  text  to  prove  their  arguments  :  To  we  told 
the  young  man  we  would  endeavour  to  anfwer  his  re- 
queft,  by  being  with  him  on  fourth-day  by  nine  in 
the  morning;  he  was  gL;d  to  be  difcharged  for  the 
prefent,  for  1  had  not  fecn  one  fweat  more  freely  than 
he  did,  being  in  a  very  great  agony,  he  could  not- 
forbear  Oialcing  as  he  flood  by  the  table :  and  thus 
we  parted  for  this  time  very  g»od  friends.  But  I 
grew  uneafy,  fearing  how  it  would  end,  and  blamed 
my  friends  for  bringing  me  into  this  fcrape,  and  not 
aflifting  in  it,  but  leaving  me  to  difpute  with  I  knew 
not  who;  but  all  1  got  v/as,  that  they  doubted  not  but 
I  fhould  be  affifled  to  come  off  well,  of  which  I  was 
very  doubtful,  and  it  hindered  me  of  fome  hours 
fieep. 

"^Vhen  the  time  camr,  my  friend  John  Jopfon  and 
two  more  went  with  me,  we  came  pretty  early, 
rather  before  than  after  the  time  appointed  ;  and  the 
young  man  had  got  his  room,  and  two  elbow-chairs 
ready,  for  the  parfon  and  myfelf,  but  I  was  not  wil- 
ling to  fit  in  either,  being  younger  than  friend  Jopfon, 
but  to  avoid  words  about  it,  1  fate  down  in  one ; 
the  young  m^in  acquaifited  the  parfon  we  were  come, 
and  he  came  to  us,  fcraping  and  bowine,  and  the 
more  we  fuppofed,  becaufc  he-law  we  did  not  anfwer 
him  in  the  fame  way.  After  he  fate  down,  previous 
to  what  we  met  about,  he  would  needs  have  it,  that  I 
challenged  a  difpute  with  him  ;  to  which  I  could  not 
agree  :  but  referring  myfeJf  to  ti^.e  yoimg  man,  I  de- 
fired  that  he  would  inform  his  neighbour  of  the  true 
caufe  of  our  coming  there  ;  which  he  did  very  hand- 
fomsly,  to  the  effect  following,  in  very  decent  lan- 
guage, viz.  '  Sir,  meeting  laft  fabbath-day  with  this 
gentleman,  we  fell  into  a  conference  about  infant- 
baptifm,  fuppofing  that  I  was  able  from  fcripture  to 
prove  that  pradtice  ;  but  on  trial,  finding  myfelf 
not  able  to  hold  the  argument,  (hut  it  up :  there- 
fore 
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fore  being  perfuaJed,  and  believing  you,  fir,  to  be 
infinitely  more  able  to  defend  the  pra6l.ce  of  our 
church,  than  I  was,  f  defired  this  gentleman  to 
favour  me  fo  much,  as  to  come  and  confer  with 
you,  fir,  on  this  fubje6l,  in  my  hearing,  that  I 
might  have  this  matter  fct  in  a  true  light;  and  I 
beg  your  pardon,  fir,  hoping  that  this  modeft  re- 
queft  to  the  gentleman  is  not  offenfive  to  ybu, 
and  I  will  aflure  you,  it  is  a  great  pleafure  to  me.' 
Thus  having  made  his  apology,  the  pricft  being 
a  hafty  paffionate  man,  began  ;  Tou  Quakers  are 
not  fit  to  be  difputed  ivith^  becaufe  that  you  dem  the 
Scriptures^  the  ordinances  of  haptiftn  and  the  fupper 
of  our  Lord. 

I  addrefled  myfelf  to  the  young  man,  to  inform  the 
parfon  that  infant-baptim  (fo  called)  was  the  prcfent 
point  to  be  confidered  ;  which  he  d'd  in  a  few  word?, 
and  \'QTy  well,  but  it  was  to  no  purpofe  :  T'he  prieft. 
would  go  on  in  his  own  way,  calh'ng  us  heret  cs, 
fchifmatics,  heathens,  and  what  not,  b.-ftowin^;  freely 
fuch  reflections  upon  us  as  came  ii:to  his  head  ;  and 
having  gone  on  in  this  rambling  way  for  fonic  time 
with  his  unbecoming  language,  I  rcquefted,  that  he 
would  hear  me  w'thout  interruption  as  I  had  him  ; 
and  "then  I  put  him  in  mind  of  his  old  age,  (he. 
having  a  comely  perionage,  and  fine  white  locks) 
and  that  he  had  more  experience,  it  might  with  rea- 
f®n  be  fuppofed,  than  we  young  men  had  ;  and  fup- 
pofing  that  thou  mayft  be  right,  and  th.it  we  may  be 
in  error,  yet  for  all  this,  in  my  opinion,  thou  mud 
be  wrong  in  thy  conduft  towards  us,  in  bein-o  fo 
liberal  to  give  us  hard  names,  and  fhew  no  reafon  ■ 
for  thy  doing  fo.  Here  I  was  broke  in  upon  with  a 
kind  of  vi(  lence,  That  all  the  dilciples  and  apojiles 
had  a  comnitjjion  to  teach  all  nations.,  baptizing  them  . 
in  the  name  of  the  Father^  Son  and  Holy  Ghoji.  Do 
you  confute  this  or  own  it  ?  I  urged,  No  water  is 
D  3  namid 
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named   in  that  text ;    and  befides,  that  text  fliould 
be  rendered,  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  Sec. 

Here  the  young  man,  and  my  friend  Jopfon, 
fearch.d  both  the  Latin  and  Greek,agreeing  that  it  was 
more  proper. to  render  it  into  the  Name,  than  in  the 
Name^  Szc.  Then,  if  that  was  right,  as  it  was  my 
opinion  it  was,  it  was  plain  to  me,  that  the  materials 
of  that  baptifm  could  not  be  elementary  water,  there- 
fore, I  could  fte  nothing  in  this  text  to  prove  the 
pradice  of  fprinkling  infants,  or  infant-baptifm.  Here 
I  was  interrupted  with  great  warmth  again :  the 
parfon  urging,  that  the  ai/ciples,  primitrje  tninijiers^ 
and  apojtles^  all  had  a  commijfion  in  Matthew  xxviii. 
which  by  fiiccejjion  was  to  continue  to  the  en!  of  the 
world  \  and  this  baptifm  was  with  water,  for  the 
apoftles  could  not  baptize  with  the  Holy  Ghcft.  In 
anfwer  I  faid,  When  Peter,  at  the  houfe  of  Cornelius, 
began  to  fpeak,  (as  appears  by  his  own  account)  the 
Holy  Ghoji  fell  on  them,  as  on  us  at  the  beginning, 
faid  Peter;  from  which  it  is  plain,  that  teaching  by 
direction  cf  the  Spirit  being  prioi"  to  baptifm,  the 
baptifm  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  the  confequence  of 
fuch  teaching.  But  this  did  not  pleafe  the  parfon  j  but 
he  in  anfwer  faid.  That  undoubtedly  the  commijjion  in 
Mat.  xxviii.  7vas  water^  it  could  be  nothing  elfe  :  What 
are  you  wifer  than  all  our  forefathers  who  have  undzr-- 
ftood,  ever  fmce  the  firft  minifters,  this  text  to  mean 
no  ether  but  zvater  ?  accordingly  we  have  fo  pra6iifed^ 
I  queried,  if  he  thought  the  text  meant  outward 
elementary  v/ater  ?  He  faid,  he  did.  I  defired,  to  know 
his  reafon  for  fo  believing.  He  anfwered,  The  prac- 
tice of  the  apoftles  in  purjuance  of  that  commijfion  which 
all  had.  I  then  queried,  if  he  thought  that  Paul  was 
included  in  that  commiflion  ?  Ke  granted  that  he 
%vas,  and  by  virtue  of  his  commijjion  he  baptized  many^ 
But  I  defired  they  would  turn  to  the  text,  i  Cor,  i. 
17.  where  the  apoftle  plainly  fays,  Chrift  fnt  him 
not  to  baptize,    but  to  preach  the  gojpel ',  and  in  the 

foregoing 
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foregoing  verfes  he  thanks  God,  he  baptized  no  more^ 
Sec.  Befides,  allowing  that  they  did  baptize  with  (or 
more  properly  in)  water,  yet  this  argues  nothing  in 
proof  of  fprinkling,  nor  is  ihere  any,  either  precept 
or  precedent  for  it,  in  all  the  Bible.  At  this  the 
parfon  flood  up  in  a  paflion,  told  us  we  were  no 
Chriftians,  nor  fit  to  be  converfed  with  as  fuch^  and 
left  us  in  a  rage  without  any  ceremony. 

Now  the  young  man  aclcnowkdged,  that  the  mini- 
fier  (as  he  ftiled  him)  was  not  able  to  defend  his  own 
pradlice  from  fcripture,  and  defired  that  we  would 
lend  him  feme  books  treating  on  that  fubjeift,  and 
others,  in  which  we  differed  from  them  and  other  dlf- 
fenters  in  point  of  religion.  We  agreed  to  let  hm  have 
W.  Penn's Key,  R.  Barclay's  A pology,  and  fome  others, 
upon  applying  hirhfelf  for  them  to  John  Jopfon,  his 
brother  fchoolmafter.  He  was  thoroughly  convinced, 
and  likely  to  make  a  good  man  ;  he  had  feveral  ene- 
mies, amongft  which  the  parfon  was  not  the  leaft  : 
but  he  fhortly  after  this  fickened  and  died. 

And  now  to  return  ;  I  was  very  diligent  in  follow- 
ing the  harveft  work,  both  at  mowing  and  reaping, 
and  diligently  obferving  my  gift,  to  attend  fuch  meet- 
ings as  1  was  inclined  to;  and  I  found  I  grew  in  my  gift, 
that  I  could  fee  and  difcern  myfelf ;  but  then  I  would 
check  myfelf  for  fuch  thoughts,  feeing  them  by  no 
means  proper  to  have  a  place  in  my  heart,  left  that 
humility,  which  is  the  ornament  of  every  gofpel 
minilter,  fhould  be  departed  from  through  felf  love 
and  conceit,  by  which  I  might  be  brought  to  have  a 
better  opinion  of  myfelf  than  any  of  my  neighbours 
had  ;  which,  if  given  way  to,  would  eat  ©ut  all  that 
r^fpedl  that  my  brethren  and  the  church  had  f  r  mev 
and  by  this  foolifn  pride  and  conceit,  the  hearts  of 
friends  would  be  fliut  againft  me,  and  I  fhould  lofe 
my  place  and  intereft  in  them. 

Now  I  had  but  one  journey  more  to  make  into 
Scotland,  before  my  going,  (or  at  leafl  intending  to 
go)  into  America,  of  which  in  its  place. 

Jn 
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j^fj  Account  of  my  JoURN'EY  into  Scotland,  m  the 
Work  of  the  Miniltry,  begun  the  llth  of  the  Eighth 
Months   1 701. 

I  had  for  my  companion  in  this  journey,  a  young 
man  who  had  a  fine  gift,  his  name  was  \(>zc 
Thompfon:  we  vii:ted  lundry  meetings  in  our  way 
to  Carlifle,  finding  our  underftandings  much  en- 
larged in  the  open  ngs  of  divine  truths,  and  our  fcr- 
vice  grew  upon  us,  and  we  went  on  with  boldnefs 
and  chee.ful  minds,  m.eeting  in  our  way  with  our 
dear  and  worthy  friend  James  Dickenfori,  yvho  was 
intending  a  vifit  into  Ireland:  and  in  o\ir  journey 
from  the  herder  to  Dumfries,  we  had  very  profitable 
converfation  of  good  fervice  to  us  both,  becaufe  we, 
by  rcafon  of  yoiith,  and  want  of  experience,  were, 
often  very  weak,  and  doubting  whether  we  were 
right  or  not  in  the  work  •,  fo  that  this  our  dear  friend^ 
by  his  tender  and  fatherly  care  over  u&,  and  advice 
to  us,  was  cf  great  erxourr.gen  enr,  in  lett  ng  us 
know  how  weak  and  poor  he  often  found  himfeif; 
which  fo  much  anfwered  my  condition,  that  it  was. 
as  mairow  to  my  bones.  V  hea  we  came  to  Dum- 
fries, after  we  had  taken  feme  rtfrefliment  at  our 
inn,  James  faid  to  us,  Lach^  I  find  a  concern  to  go 
into  the Jlrcet^  "will you  go  ixitk  ine?  For  he  thought 
it  might  or)ly  be  to  fliew  himftlf,  and  was  defirous 
that  we  might  go  all  together,  being  five  In  number; 
fo  we  walktd  forth,  and  the  inhabitants  gaztd  upon 
us,  for  the  Qiiakers  v.ere  feldom  feen  in  that  town 
fo  many  toge'her;  and  feveral  came  after  us,  and 
James  litted  up  his  voice  like  a  trumpet  among  the 
people,  who  were  veiy  quiet  and  attei  tive.  When 
he  was  clear,  we  retired  back  to  our  inn,  and  divers 
followed  us,  who  were  very  rude  and  wicked,  but 
were  not  permitted  to  huit  us.  We  had  fweet  com- 
fort 
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fort  and  refrefiiment  one  in  another  at  our  quarters. 
Next  morning  we  took  leave,  and  parted,  he  went 
for  Port-patrick,  and  we  vifited  the  meetings, 
though  very  fmall,  until  we  came  to  Hamilton,  where 
we  were  finely  refrefhed  with  a  fmall  handful  of 
living  friends  ;  and  fo  to  Glafgov/,  where  the  people 
were  rude,  but  fomething  better  than  in  times  pai^, 
not  being  fo  uncivil  to  us  in  the  ftreets  ;  thence  to 
Kinneel,  Lithgow,  and  fo  over  the  water  on  our 
journey  northward,  taking  Boroughftownefs  and  Ury 
in  our  way  to  Aberdeen  quarterly-meeting,  where 
we  found  friends  in  a  fweet  frame  of  fpirit,  being  in 
dear  unity  one  with  another.  We  had  fundry  meet- 
ings with  them  to  our  good  fatisfad^ion,  and  had 
fome  other  meetings  farther  north,-  as  at  Tnverary, 
Killmuke,  Aworthie?,  &c.  Then  back  to  Ury  by 
Aberdeen,  taking  our  journey  to  Edinburgh,  vifiting 
the  imall  meetings,  and  fome  other  places  we  in- 
clined to  vifit  in  our  way  thither;  we  had  but  one 
little  meeting  there,  and  then  went  for  Kelfo,  where 

we  I'taid  with  them  two  meetings  on  the  firit  day  of 

1*11 
the  week,  and  in  the  evening  friends  there  laid  be- 
fore us  the  defire  they  had  for  our  going  to  Jedburgh, 
a  town  about  ieven  miles  f  om  them,  and  not  much 
out  of  our  way  to  England  :  we  confidered  the  mat- 
ter, but  not  the  exercif^  that  might  attend  us  in 
going  there  ;  fo  next  morning  we  went,  and  when 
we  came  to  the  town,  (Samuel  Robinfon  being  our 
guide)  the  landlord  at  the  inn  would  not  give  us 
entei  tainment ;  but  we  went  to  another  inn,  and  the 
laiidlord  took  us  in,  withal  telling  us,  how  indecently 
the  minifter  had  railed  againft  the  Quakers  the  day 
before,  aflerting  they  were  the  devil's  fervants,  and 
that  by  his  affiftance  they  did  m  their  preaching 
what  was  done  ;  with  very  many  vile  words  ;  but 
obferving  one  of  his  hearers  taking  what  he  faid  in 
fhort-hand,  he  called  out,  charging  him  not  to  write 
what  he  fpoke  at  random  againft   the  Quakers  ;  with 

much 
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much  more  to  the  fame  effe6^.  However,  we  called 
for  fome  refrefhment,  but  my  mind  u'as  under  (o 
much  concern,  I  could  neither  eat  nor  drink  :  we 
called  to  pay  for  what  we  had,  and  we  gave  the 
landlord  charge  of  our  horfes  and  bags,  whereby  he 
fiifpciled  that  we  were  going  to  pre;xh  ;  he  took  me 
by  the  hand,  and  begged  that  we  would  not  go  into- 
the  Hreet,  but  preach  in  his  houfe,  and  he  would 
have  his  family  together,  and  they  would  hear  us, 
I  looked  Iteadily  upon  the  poor  man,  who  trembled 
very  much,  telling  him,  ive  thought  it  our  place  and 
duty  to  preach  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  j  and 
ihinkejl  thou  (faid  I  to  him)  we  jhall  be  clear  in  the 
fight  of  God  ( whom  we  both  fear  and  ferve)  by  preach- 
ing to  thee  and  thy  family^  what  we  are  required  ta 
preach  to  the  people  id  the  totvn  ?  'The  poor  man  I 
found  was  fmitten  in  himfislf,  and  his  countenance 
altered  greatly,  but  he  made  th's  reply ;  Is  this  the- 
cafe^  Sir  ?  1  faid  it  was.  Then^  faid  he,  go^  and 
God  prefrve  and  blejs  you  ;  hut  I  fear  the  mob  will 
pu'l  down  my  hoife  for  letti*'g  you  have  entertainment^ 
and  kill  you  fr  your  good  wiiL  I  bid  him  not  fear ', 
for  he  whom  we  ferved  was  above  t]-\e  devil,  and  that 
not  a  hair  of  our  heads  fliould  be  hurt  without  his 
pe-miffion.  He  then  fv.tmed  pacified  to  let  us  go, 
and  followed  at  a  diftance  to  fee  our  treatment. 

T  he  chief  ftreet  was  very  broad,  with  a  confider- 
ab!e  alcent,  and  near  the  htad  of  the  afcent  was  a 
place  made  to  cry  things  on,  to  wh  ch  we  thea 
walked,  where  we  paufed  a  little,  but  I  had  nothing 
to  do  there  at  that  time;  returning  back  to  the  mar- 
ket-crofs,  which  was  at  the  foot  or  tlie  hill,  for  that 
had  an  afcent  of  three  or  four  fteps,  and  a  place  to 
lit  on  at  the  top,  where  we  fat  down  ;  but  we  had 
not  fat  long  before  a  man  came  to  us  with  a  bunch 
of  large  ke)  s  in  his  hand,  and  took  me  by  the  hand 
and  laid,  I  mud:  go  into  the  Tolbooth,  meaning  the 
prifon)  I  alkcd  him,  for  what?  He  faid,  for  preach- 
ing. 
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ing.  I  told  him,  we  bad  not  preached.  Ay  !  but 
quoth  he,  the  provofl  (meaning  the  mayor)  has 
ordered  me  to  put  you  in  the  Folbooth.  For  what? 
I  again  replied.  I  tell  you  for  preaching.  I  told 
him,  I di'l  not  know  whether  zee  Jljould preach  or  not; 
but  it  zvas  foon  enough  to  make  prifoners  of  us  when  we 
did  preach.  Ay  I  fays  he,  I  ken  very  vveel  that  you 
•\vili  preach  by  your  looks.  Thus  we  argued  the 
matter,  he  endeavouring  to  pull  me  up,  and  I  to 
keep  my  place,  and  when  he  found  I  was  not  eafily 
moved,  he  turned  to  my  companion,  who  likewifc 
was  unwilling  to  be  confined,  and  then  he  went  to 
Samuel  Robinfon,  our  guide,  who  was  cafily  pre- 
vailed on  lo  go,  and  the  eafier,  for  that  he  had  been 
there  hut  the  week  before  with  two  friends,  viz. 
John  Thompfon  and  Thomas  Braithwaite,  both  of 
our  county  of  VVeftmoreland.  By  this  time  we  had 
a  large  aftembly,  and.  Samuel  Robinfon  fuppofing  we 
(hould  have  a  beter  conveniency  to  preach  to  them 
in  the  prif)n,  as  the  friends  afre-namcd  had  the 
week  before,  u'e  were  conducted  there,  juft  by  the 
crofs  where  we  held  the  parly,  and  put  in  at  the  door: 
but  Samuel  Robinfon  f  on  faw  his  mftake,  for  the 
week  bt*:fore  the  windows  of  the  [.rifcn  were  all  open, 
nothing  but  the  iron  grates  in  the  way,  the  windows 
being  very  large  for  the  fake  of  air,  but  now  all 
mai^e  dark,  and  were  llrongly  faftened  up  wi.h  deals. 
We  hci.<\  been  but  a  fhc^rt  time  there,  befoie  a  mcf- 
fenger  came  to  ofKr  us  liberty,  on  condition  we 
would  depart  the  town  without  preaching;  but  we 
couid  make  no  fuch  agreement  with  them,  and  fo 
we  tc.ld  ;he  m  ffenger.  A  little  after  he  was  gone, 
I  wrote  the  following  lines  to  the  provoft. 

*■  It  is  in  my  mind  to  write  thefe  few  lines  to  thee, 

*  the  provoft  of  this  town  of  Jedburgh,  to  let   thee 

*  undcrftand  that  our  coming  within  thy  liberties,  is 
*■  wot  to  d.fturb  the  peace  of  your  town,  nor  to  preach 

'  falfe 
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'  falfe  clo£lrine  or  herefy  (as  is  by  your  teachers  ma- 

*  licioufly  fuggefted,  whofe  interefl  it  is,  as  they 
'  fuppofe,    to  make  the    people    believe    it)    but  in 

*  obeJience  to  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  whofe  fcrvants 

*  we  are,  tor  he  haih  bought  us  with  his  moft  pre- 
'  CiOus  blood  ;  and   we  are  no  more   our  own,  but 

<  his   that   has  bought   us,  whofe   power   is  an   un- 

*  limited  power,  and  all  power  is  limited  by  him,  fo 
'  his  power  is  not  to  be  limited  by  any  other  power  ; 

*  th  refore  we  his  fervants  dare  not  limit  ourfelves, 
'  or  promife  any  man  we  will  do  this,  or  we  will  do 
'  that,  but   commit   our  caufe  to  him    as  his  (ths 

*  Lord's)  fervants  did  of  old,  knowing,    that  if  we 

*  pleafe  him   he  can  deliver   us,  but  if  not,  we  can 

*  make  no  pro.nile  to  any  man  on  this  accouc.t,  be- 
'  caufe  we  ourfelves  know  not  what  he  has  for  us  to 
'  do;  and  therefore  we  env.eavcur  to  ftand  clcitr 
'  from  all  engagements,  ready  to  do  what  he  requires 
«  at  our  hands.  But  I  mufi:  tell  thee,  that  the  maii- 
'  ner  of  our  imprifonment  lo.)!;3  very  rigid  and   un- 

*  common  in  thefe  times  of  liberty,  fo  far  below  a 

*  Chrillian,  that  it  is  hardly  humane,  that  we  ftiouiti 

*  be  here  detained  as  evil-d.  ers,  belore  we  ar-e  ex- 

*  amined,  or  any  breach   of  law   r.pptars  againii   us. 

<  Doth  your  Scotch  law-  jud^e  a  njan  before  it  hears 

*  him  ?  if  fo,  it  is  very  uijuft  indeed,  and  looks  very 

*  hard,    that  the  kmg's  fubje6ls  may   not  have  the 

*  liberty  to  walk  in   your  ftreets  as  elfe where,  which 

*  was  all  we  did,  befides  fitting  down  on  the  market 

*  crofs   in  a   thoughtful  feiife  of  our  duty  to  God, 

*  net  opening  our  mouths  but   to  him  that  violently 

*  forced  us  into  confinement  ;  nor  do  we  know  that 

*  we  fnould  have  fpokcn  to  the  people  jn   a  way  of 

*  preaching  at  all :  but  that  is  the  work  of  our  Marter, 

*  and  we  muft  wait  his  wilt  and  time,  to  know  both 

*  when  and  hov/  to  do  it,  therefore   if  thou  thinkeil 

*  to  keep  us  until  we  promiie  thee  or  any  of  thy  oiH- 

*  cers  not  to  preach  in  yjur  itreets,  it  will  be  long 

"•  tiiat 
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^  that  we  mufl:  abide  here:  therefore  I  defire  thee  to 

*  take  the  matter   into  a  Chriftian  confideration,  to 

*  do  as  thou  wouldft  be  done  unto,  and  give  thyfelf 
'  liberty  to  think  for  what  end  the  mngiilrares  fuo;d 
'  is  put  into  ihy  hand,  that  thou  maylt  ufe  it  right, 

*  left  thou  {houldft  be  found  one  of  thole  that  turiis 
'  juilice   backwards,    fo  that    equity   cannot   enter. 

*  This  is  from  one  that  wifheth  thy  welfare  and  fal- 
'  vation, 

of  the  Ninth  Momh,  1701  b-.MLEL  boWN  AS. 


When  I  had  writ  this,  it  was  very  hard  to  p:r- 
fuade  any  one  to  carry  it  to  the  provofl,  for  now  thev 
were  fo  affrighted  -about  having  any  thing  to  fay  or  do 
with  us,  that  they  durft  not  appear  to  talk  with  us  ; 
and  whether  he  had  it  or  not,  I  cannot  be  certain. 

The  next  day  there  was  a  country  gentleman  came 
into  the  town,  and  fent  his  fervant  to  invite  us  ro 
his  houfe ;  to  which  we  replied,  If'e  kneiv  not  yct^ 
ivhen  u-e  foovM  have  our  Ubc.ty  ;  but  clrjired  our  thanks 
7n!gbt  he  returned  to  his  majicr^  for  that  land  invita- 
tion :  he  replied,  we  fnouid  foon  be  at  liberty,  for  his 
rnaUer  was  gone  to  the  provofl ;  knov/ing  they  had 
no  pretence  to  ke?p  us  there.  Accordiiigly  in  lefs 
than  two  hours  after,  we  were  fet  at  liberty,  and 
went  to  our  inn  to  refrefh  ourfclves.  The  tovi'n  was 
very  full  of  country  people,  it  being  market-daj', 
and  we  went  to  the  market  crof^,  which  vv^as  \o  much 
furrounded  Vv'ith  people  felling  their  ware,  that  there 
was  no  room  for  us,  v/ithout  great  dam.age  to  t^ieni  : 
v/e  therefore,  after  a  fhort  paufe,  walked  up  th^ 
ftreet  to  the  place  before  named,  and  the  ftreet.ard 
balconies  being  filled  with  people,  with  the  fafhes  and 
•cafemcnts  open,  and  crowded  with  fpeclators,  forne 
computed  the  number  to  be  above  5000,  but  fuch 
gueiies  at  numbers  are  uncertaip.:  but  th;re  I  flood 
E  up 
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up  (being  above  the  people,  both  by  the  advantage 
of  the  ground,  and  the  place  where  I  ftood)  and 
opened  my  mouth,  being  full  of  the  pcrwer  and  fpirit 
.of  grace,  faying,  *  Fear  the  Lord  and  keep  his  com- 

*  mandmcnts,  who>by  his  fervant  faid,   I  zvill  put  my 

*  laws  in  their  miauls,  and  write  than  in  their  hearts  ; 

*  and  I  will  be  to  them  a  God^  and  they  fhall  be  to 
^  me  a  people.  .Now  if  you  he  obedient  to  this  law, 
'^  you  will  do  well,  and  thereby  become  the  people 

*  of  God  J  but  if  difobedient,  you  will  lie  under  his 

*  .wrath  and  judgments.'  With  more,  diftinguifhing 
between  the  happinefs  of  them  that  obeyed,  and  the 
cunhappinefs  of  the  difobedient.  Then  I  ftepped 
down,  in  expedation  that  my  companion  might  fay 
lomewhat,  but  he  was  willing  to  be  gone  j  and  X 
•was  concerned  to  f1;ep  up  again,  and  kneeling  down, 
was  fervently  drawn  forth  in  prayer,  but  after  I  had 
begun,  two  men  came  and  tooJc  me  by  my  arms,  and 
led  me  down  the  ftreet  praying,  and  by  the  time  we 
came  at  the  foot  of  the  afceat,  1  had  done  praying  : 
after  which  I  took  a  view  of  the  people,  v:ho  fliewcd 
great  refpe6l  indeed,  but  I  was  conveyed  to  the  pri- 
son door,  where  was  a  centry  of  two  foldiers,  who 
Hood  by  and  heard  what  I  faid  to  the  officers  that 
brought  me  there,  which  was  to  this  effeiSl ;  *  That 
^  the  day  before  I  was  forced  in  there  againft  my 
'  will,  and  contrary  to  law,  but  that  I  would  not 
*■  now  go  there  again,  without  flril  being  examined  by 

*  the  provofl,  or  by  their  prieft  and  elders  of  their 
'"•  church,  or  other  chief  officers  in  the  town,  and  if 
*■  then  any  thing  did  appear  that  I  iiad  broken  any 
■*  law,  or  done  .ought  worthy   of  imprilbnment,  hav- 

*  ing  a   mittimus   fetting  forth   my  crime,  I    would 

*  willingly  fufFer,  and   not   refufe  going   there ;  but 

*  without  fuch  an  examination  I  refufed  to  go  there 
•*  again,  unlefs  forced  to  it  by  violence,  and  that  I 
<*  hoped  they  would  not  be  guilty  of,'  At  which  one 
^/ .thie  .ioldiers,  taking  his  raufket  by  the  fmall  end, 

advancing 
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advancing  the  butt,  (aid,  hii  countrytnnn  had  fpckcri- 
rlgbt^  and  what  he  faid  was  according  to  law  and  juj- 
tici^  and  ought  to  be  ob/erved  as  fiich  ;  and  therefore  if 
you  willf  faid  he,  take  him  before  the  provo/i  in  order 
for  exa?ninationy  you  may  ;  but  if  not,  touch  him  that 
dare.  At  this  bold  attempt  and  fpeech  they  both 
left  me,  and  I  was  advanced  above  the  people  about 
fix  or  f-ven  fleps,  and  turning  about  to  theni,  there 
being  a  little  Iquare  before  che  door,  furrounded  with 
the  guard  chamber  on  one  fide,  the  tolbooth  on  the 
other,  and  a  wail  facing  the  llreet  about  four  feet 
high,  I  had  a  very  good  opportunity  to  fpeak  to  th;m, 
which  1  did,  about  a  quarter  or  near  half  an  hour, 
and  they  were  very  quiet  and  civil.  When  I  had 
done,  and  acknov/ledged  the  foldier's  kindnefs  and 
civility  towards  me,  who  faid,  it  zvas  his  duty  to  do  it, 
I  came  down  the  ftep?,  the  people  crowding  very 
clofe  to  fee  as  well  as  hear  me,  but.  they  divided  foon, 
making  a  lane  for  my  pafTage,  iliev/ing  me  confider- 
able  refpect  in  their  way:  fome  faid,  Tou  have  dimg 
them^  Sir,  you  have  dung  them.  Sir  j  meaning  thereby 
I  had  got  the  victory.  All  was  very  quiet,  fave  th.it 
one  or  more  would  have  forced  a  horfe  over  us,  but 
was  prevented  by  the  reft;  not  the  leaft  unhandfome- 
nefs  appeared,  fave  that  amongft  them.  Retiring  to. 
our  inn  I  was  full  of  peace  and  comfort. 

By  this  time  the  day  was  much  fpent,  and  con- 
cluding to  ftay  that  night,  we  ordered  fome  refrefli- 
ment  to  be  got  for  us,  for  I  found  myfelf  in  want  of 
it :  it  was  foon  got  ready,  and  we  invited  our  hoft  to 
{hare  with  us,  who  willingly  did,  fhewing  his  good 
liking  to  what  had  been  faid ;  adding,  he  never  faw 
the  people  fo  ftruck,  and  give  fo  good  attention ; 
nor  ever  did  he  fee  fo  large  a  multitude  that  heard  all 
fo  intelligibly  down  to  the  very  foot  of  the  hill, 
which  was,  as  he  fuppofed,  not  much  Icfs  than  two 
hundred  yards  in  length,  and  I  took,  by  computa- 
tion, the  flreet  to  be  upwards  of  thirty  yards  wide, 
E  2-  and' 
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and  all  that  fpace  much  crowded.  I  gave  him  a  hint 
of  his  fear,  putting  him  in  mind  that  our  duty,  in 
preaching  to  that  multitude,  could  not  polTibly  be 
difcharged  by  preaching  to  him  and  his  family,  and 
he  acknowledg-ed  it  was  right  in  us  to  do  as  we  did. 

Ey  this  time  the  evening  clofed  in,  and  fundry 
gentlemen  fent  word  that  they  y/ould  gladly  pay  us 
a  vifi'-,  if  we  would  permit  it,  and  the  landlord.  I  faw, 
carneftly  defired  that  we  would,  and  he  had  a  very 
large  room,  into  which  we  went,  and  they  foon  came 
to  us,  and  quickly  fell  into  converfntion  (for  they  are 
very  full  of  talk  about  religion,  and  very  tenacious 
in  their  opinions  upon  it.)  The  firft  article  of  difpute 
was,  about  the  ride  of  faith  and  pradiice  ;  and  this 
was, argued  (pro  and  con)  between  them  and  our  guide 
Samuel  Robinfon,  near  half  an  hour,  v/ho  was  a  very 
ienfible  religious  young  man,  and  had  a  good  fhare 
of  learning  alfo  ;  but  I  found  they  made  nothing  of 
it.  Our  opponents  would  endeavour,  in  their  v/ay,  to 
make  out  the  fcriptures  to  be  the  only  rule  of  faitli, 
and  that  the  Spirit  we  profeffed  to  be  guided  by, 
muft  be  fubordinate  to  the  text.  I  hitherto  had  faid 
aiothing,  but  now  defiring  a  few  words  by  way  of 
queftion,  the  anfwering  of  which  might  bring  this 
difpute  to  a  point ;  /  thought  not,  faid  I,  that  I Jr.ou Id- 
take  the  argument  from  ?ny  friend  Robinfon^  "cchorn  I 
take  to  he  more  capable  to  fnpport  it  than  I  am.  All 
were  very  willing  to  hear  me  ;  then  I  ^'egan  to  fhite' 
the  difference  between  us,  thus  ;  JFe  all  agrce^  faid  I, 
i::nt  the  fcriptures  is  a  mle  of  faith  and  pra5iice:  do 
v:e  not  ?  this  was  granted.  The  dijference  lies  here 
thrn^  if  I  take  it  right ^  ive  fay  it  is  a  rule ;  ycu  Jay, 
it  is  the  only  rule ;  this  is  the  point  in  dijpute,  is  it 
not?  this  was  like  wife  granted  me.  Then  I  proceeded - 
thus;  allczci-tig  tvhat  you  fay  to  be  t>uey  it  mi  ft  be  con- 
Jid.iredy  that  all  inftriiiurntcl  rules  are  m.ade,  whether 
tlcy  relate  to  jpiritual  cr  temporal  affairs,  and  mvjl  be' 
iontri'ued  and  adapted  to  anjiv^r  the  end  for  u-hich  they 

are 
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are  made.     This  was  allowed  alfo.     Jndas  ihe  text  is. 
a  ride  inade^  contrived  ajid  adapted  for  fpirhual  affairs^  , 
who  made  it  fo  ?  fence  the  text  could  not  make  itfelf. 
Here  was  a  long  paufe;   at  lail:  one  replied,  i/o/j  men 
writ  as  they  were  jnoved  by  the  holy  Ghojf.    Here  was  a 
paufe  again;  and^  faid  I,  is  this  your  mind?  It  is  t'le 
plain  words  of  the  text,  faid  another:    Granting  this  \ 
then  it  mufl  by  your  accejjiin  be  alloived^  that  the  Spirit 
gave  forth  or  made  the  fcriptures^  by  the  inedium  of  holy 
7nen  \    therefore  the  Spirit  gave  forth  the  text :   now 
iudge  you^   whether  a    ride   made^    or  the  author  that 
made  that  rule,  be  Jubordinaie?  There  was  a  paufe 
for  a  little  while,  and  one  of  the  company  faid,   You. 
are  dung^  you  are  dung^   (meaning   they  had  loft  the 
vi6lory)   the  fcriptures  mujl  be  fubordinate  to  the  Spirit 
that  gave  thern  forth.      I  replied  thus,  IVe  believe  con~ 
cerning  the  texty  that  it  is  a  rule,  and  the  bejl  external 
rule  zue  have;  but  that  the  Spirit,  ivhich  gave  it  its  by 
the  medium  of  holy  7nen,  is   the  principal  rule  of  faith 
and  practice.     Thus    this   debate   ended,-,  and    they 
ftarted   another   about  baptifm  •,    but  that  was  fooa 
ended.     Our  friend  Robinfon  was  an  over  match  tor 
them  by  far,  about  it.     Then  they   had  a  few  words 
about  the  bread  and  v/ine  : .  that  held  but  little  time, 
for  they  allowed  thefe  ceremonies  to  be  external  parts 
of  religion.     Then  they  came  to  preaching,  and  flated 
the   queftion  thus  ;    Our  own  teachers,  we  know  how 
they  come  by  their  miniftry  and  by  what  authority  they 
preach  :    (meaning  their  learning,  and  the  laying  on 
of  the  hands,  as  they  term   it,  of  the  prefbytei  y  at 
their  ordination,  he. )  but  we  tvant  to  know,  hoiv  your 
preachers  come  by  their  rnniiftry,  and  by  what  autho- 
rity   they   preach  P    Here,    our  friend    reafbned   v/ith 
them  fome  time,  but  they  either  could  not,  or  would 
not  be   convinced  with   his  v/ords  ;  ..fo  he.  told  'the 
company  plainly,,  thai  he  ne^uer  did  preach,  and  there- 
fore wouki  have  it  to  them  that  did,  to  give  account  how 
they  came  hy  it  themfelves.     I  wa^,  all  the  time  that 
E  3  they 
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they  banded  this  affair,  under  a  great  concern,  fear- 
ing how  we  might  come  off;  bur  when  Samuel  Robin- 
fon  had  laid   the  matter  fo   iuftly  and  fairly  at  our 
d'  or,  there  was  fo  confiderablc  a  fpace  of  filence,  that 
they  expected  nothing  from  us,  but  began  other  dif- 
coirlfe  until  I  could  no  longer  withhold;  and  befpeak- 
ing  their  filence  and  attention,  was  willing  to  relateto 
them,  how  I  came  by  my  mini/try.  at  which  they  all 
liftened  with  clofe  attention.  Then  I  premifed  thus, 
.  as  an  intrcduiTtion  before  I  came  to  the  matter  itfelf. 
..'uihough  in  the  thread  of  my  dlfcourfe^  fo?ncthing  migl.t 
appear  iinhle  to   an  ohjePAon^   1  entreated  the  favour  of 
them   all  to   hear  trie  oiii^ ^ by  reafon  %ihat  1  might  fay 
ofteriuards  wordd  perhaps  /ohe  their  objciiions^  vjithoiit 
giving  m.e  or  themjehcs  any  inter rttpti or].     Which,  with 
one  voice,  they  all  aflented  to,  that  it  was  a  reafonable 
and  juft  requeft.     Then  I  proceeded  as  follows  : 

My  father  was  a   cordwainer,    that  lived  by  his 
fmali  trade  of  making   fhoes,   v/ho  died  before  I  was 
a  month  old,  and  left  my  mother  a  fmall  patrimony 
to  live  on   of  about   four  pa  inds    a  year,   to    keep 
herfclf,    me,    and    one    fon    more,    who   was    about 
i'ivcn   years  old  when  my  father  died.     My  mother 
gave  me   a   religious  education   in  this  fame   way. 
When  I  Vv'as  Utto  go  to  fchool,  I  .was  fent  there,  until 
I  was  ten  or  eleven  years  old,  and  then  was  taken 
from    fchool  and   put  to   keep  flieep :   my  earnings 
though  very  ftraH,  giving  fome  afTiftance  to  rny  mo- 
tb.er,  who  had  bound   my  brother  an   apprentice,  I 
was    kept   clofe   to  atte'nd   the  flock   when    wanttd, 
arid  afterwards  put  an   apprentice   to  a  blackfmith, 
ilill  going  to  our  own  meetings,  but  did  not  under- 
flan^d  the  rudiments  of  that  religion  I   was  trained 
up  in,  but  was  addided  to  the  pleafures  of  the  times  j 
and  when  I  went  to  meeting,,  knew  not  how  to  em- 
ploy my   thoughts,    and   often,  yea,   very  often,  the 
greateft  part  of  the    meeting   (for  v»'ant  of  a  proper 
employfnent  of  thougiit)  I  fpcnt  in  Heeping ;    for  the 
-   '"■  preaching 
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preaching  (which  was  pretty  much)  was  what  I  did 
not  underftand  :  thus  two  or  three  years  of  my 
apprenticefliip  I  fpent  with  very  little  (enfe  of  God 
or  reli<j;ion.  But  fo  it  fell  our,  that  a  voung;  woman  ■ 
came  to  vint  our  meeting,  and  in  her  preaching, 
feemed  to  dire£l  her  words  to  me,  which  were  thefe, 
or  to  the  fame  efFedl ;  A  traditional  ^uaker^  thou 
goes  from  the  meeting  as  thou  comes  to  it ;  >and  thou 
comes  to  ?r,  as  thou  went  from  it^  having  no  prcfit  by 
doing  fo  ;  hut  what  wilt  thou  do  in  the  end  thereof? 
Thefe  words  were  fo  pat  to  my  then  flatc,  that  I 
was  pricked  to  the  very  heart,  crying  out  in  fecret, 
Lord!  How  jh all  I  do  to  mend  it?  I  would  ivillitigly 
do  it  if  I  knew  hoiv  A  voice  in  my  breaft  replied. 
Look  unto  mcy  and  thou  /halt  find  help.  From  that 
time  forward  I  found  it  true,  that  what  is  to  be  known 
of  God  and  true  religion,  is  revealed  within;  and 
relying  on  the  Lord,  who  begun  thus  to  reveal  his 
power  in  me,  and  let  me  fee  that  I  muft  depend 
on  him  for  Ifrength  and  falvation,  the  fcriptures 
f.emed  to  be  unfealed,  and  made  clear  to  my  under- 
rtanding  j  fuch  as,  being  born  from  abovc^  and  that 
which  is  to  be  known  of  God,  is  made  manifeft  in 
us  ;  and  alfo  that  text  which  fays,  The  kingdom  if 
God  is  within.  The  Lord  opened  my  underftandino- 
by  his  Spirit,  to  fee  the  proper  qualification  and  call 
of  true  minifters,  that  it  was  not  external  but  inter- 
na!, and  the  heart  muft  firfi:  be  finclined,  before  the 
divine  anointing  could  be  expected.  Thus  for  fome 
time  I  went  on  in  my  religious  duties  with  great 
fiiccef?,  and  I  found  I  gained  much  in  fpiritual  and 
divine  knowledge  :  and  as  i  was  going  to  meeting 
on  that  day  commonly  called  Sunday,  it  came  into 
rr,y  mind,  that  if  1  was  watchful  and  obedient,  care- 
fully minding  to  keep  my  place,  and  to  that  guide  I 
was  now  acquainted  with,  I  fliould  be  made  a  teacher 
of  others  :  I  proceeded  on  my  way  to  meetino;,  and 
being   fat  down  therein,   in  a  fliort  time  I  iult  the 

power 
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power  of  the   Spirit  ftrong  upon  me,  to  fpeak  a  few 
fentences  :   but  oh  !    the  reafoning  and  excufes  that 
I  formed  in  my  weak  min^!,  that  I  might  be  fpared 
from  this  work  fome  time  longer ;    and  the  weight 
feemed  to  be  taken  from  me  for  that  time.     But  oh  ! 
the  trouble  and  uneafinefs  which  I  afterwards   went 
through,   made  me   enter  into  covenant,  that  if  ever 
i1ie  like  offer  was  made  me,  I  would  give  up  to  the 
heavenly  vifion.     The  trouble  of  my  mind  affected 
my  countenance  fo  much,   that  it  gave   my  mafter 
(being   of  the  fame   w^ay)    reafon   to   examine   me, 
how  it  was  ?  I  gave  him  a  candid  account,  withaL 
adding,    my  fear   that   my   offence    was  fo  great,   I. 
(hould  be  rejected  as  a  caft-away  :    but  he  comforted, 
me,  with  urging  various  examples  of  the  like  kind, 
for  my  encouragement,  no   way  doubting,  but   that 
at  the  next  meeting  the  fame  concern  would  come 
upon   me,  and  to   which   he  advifed  me  to  give  up, 
with  a  fympathizing   fpirit  of  love,    in   various   and 
comfortable   exhortations  confirmed  by  fcripture  ex-r 
amples :   and   as  he  had  faid,  the  next  meeting,   be- 
fore I  had  fat  there  an  hour  and   a  half,   the  fame 
concern  came  upon  me,  which  was  this  ;  (and  I  had 
now  to  deliver  the  fame  words  with  the  fame  author 
rity  as  I  did  when  in   that  meeting)   Fear  not  them 
which   kill  the  body.,  but  are  not   able  to  kill  the  foul : 
but  rather  fear  him  vcho  is  able  to   deftroy   both   body 
and  foul  in  belL    I  fay.^  fear  you  him  tvho  will  terribly 
fkake  the  earthy   that   all  which    is  ?7ioveable  may   be 
Jhaken   and  removed  out  of  the  way  ; .  and  that  which 
ts   immoveable    may  ftand.     This   was   the   firft   ap- 
pearance, in  the  words  abovefaid,  that  I  made  in  pub- 
lick,    as  a  preacher.      By  this   time   I  found,   that 
the    power  of  the  gofpel   was  over  them,    by    their 
wiping  of  their  eyes,  and  I  was  aflifted  to  go  on  with 
ftrength  of  argument  and  demonftration,  further  add- 
ing, that   then  I  had  near  three  years  of   my  time 
to  ferve,  whirch  I  did  with  great  faithfulnefs  to  my 
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mafter  ;  an  J  before  the  time  was  expired,  preach- 
ing; a  iittle  at  times,  but  not  very  frequently,  yet  to 
the  great  fatisfaclion  of  my  brethren,  1  found  a  con- 
cern upon  me  to  travel  abroad  as  a  minifter;  and 
1  acquainted  my  mafter  therewith,  who  had  been  as 
a  father  to  me:  he  told  me,  before  I  went  on  that 
errand  I  muft  acquaint  the  elders  therewith,  and  lay 
it  before  the  monthly-meeting,  (enlarging  on  the 
peculiar  end  of  thofe  meetings,  fetting  forth  the  fer- 
vice  thereof,  to  take  care  of  our  poor,  and  to  deal 
with  offenders  who  were  a  fcandal  by  their  ill  con- 
duel  to  their  profeflion,  and  fundry  other  matters 
cognifable  in  thofe  meetings,  that  they  might  judge, 
whether  my  concern  was  right,  and  give  me  a  letter 
of  recommendation  or  certificate,  to  fignify  their 
unity  and  fatisfaclion  therein :  whi^h  I  did  accord- 
jhgly,  and  with  fome  very  fuitable  advice  to  my  then 
prefent  infant  llate  as  a  minifter,  they  gave  me  a 
certificate  or  a  letter  of  recommendation,  and  figned 
it  itv  the  meeting,  as  is  ufual  in  fueh  cafes  :  1  ac- 
com.plifhed  that  journey,  and  was,  at  my  return, 
caHed  upon  to  give  account  thereof,  and  to  deliver 
up  my  certificate. 

After  which.  In  a  fliort  time,  I  had  another 
journey  before  me,  and  by  our  difcipline,  or  church 
government:,  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  fame  meeting 
for  a  freih  certificate,  which  was  readily  granted  ; 
and  the  brethren  rejoiced  at  my  improvement,  advif- 
ing  ma  to  render  the  honour  thereof  where  d'je.  At 
liiy  return,  I  was  obliged  to  attend  the  faid  meeting, 
and  give  account  of  my  travels  as  before.  This 
practice  amongfi;  us  is  judged  needful,  led  any  one 
ihould  fwerve  from  their  firft  foundation,  and  under- 
take to  preach  v/ithout  a  right  commiHion,  and  fo 
impofe  upon  our  friends  who  know  them  not. 

In  a  little  time  I  was  eoncerr>ed  to  take  another 
journey,  and  laid  before  the  laid  meeting  my  con- 
cern,  as  abovefaidj  and  had   a  ceriificats.     At  my 

return 


46  THE  LIFE  AND  TRAVELS  OF 

return  I  gave  account  as  before,  and  delivered  my 
certificate  :  after  which,  I  had  another  coticern  to 
vifit  this  nation  in  this  very  journey,  and  laid  my 
concern  before  the  faid  meeting,  had  a  certificate 
readily  granted  me  (and  pulling  it  out  of  my  pocket- 
book  faid)  and  there  it  is.  At  which,  one  of  them 
took  it,  and,  at  the  defire  of  the  reft,  read  it  up; 
and  it  was  returned  me  with  a  profound  filence  :  fo  I 
proceeded  to  add,  that  I  had  vifited  all  that  king- 
dom, where  I  found  drawings  in  my  fpirit  to  go, 
and  this  (fo  far  as  I  yet  fee)  is  the  laft  place  :  and 
now  I  muft  leave  you  to  judge,  whether  it  is  not 
reafonable  for  you  to  conclude,  at  leaft  that  I  think 
mylelf  concerned  by  an  almighty  pov^tr,  eli'e  how 
could  I  have  expofed  myfelf  to  fuch  an  unruly  mob 
as  I  have  preached  to  this  day  ?  Here  I  ftopt  -,  and 
one  in  the  company  afked,  if  all  our  preachers  came 
by  their  miniftry  this  fame  way?  To  which  1  replied, 
*  I  could  not  give  account  how  another  man  might 
receive  his  miniftry,  but  I  have  given  you  a  faithful 
and  candid  account  how  I  received  mine.' 

Here  my  companion  was  full  of  matter  to  relate, 
by  giving  them  an  account  how  he  came  by  his 
miniftry,  but  let  in  a  fear,  that  what  he  might  add, 
would  hurt  the  caufe.  One  of  the  company  faid, 
it  is  enough  what  we  have  heard,  and  fo  he  was  very 
handfomely  excufed. 

The  night  (by  the  time  this  was  over)  being  far 
fpent,  it  being  fome  time  paft  the  middle,  a  reckon- 
ing was  called,  and  they  would  not  allow  us  to  pay 
any  part  thereof,  but  took  leave  of  us  with  great 
aftecflion  ;  and  the  country  gentleman,  that  was 
aftifting  to  our  liberty,  gave  us  a  very  kind  invitation 
to  his  houfe,  which  we  received  very  thankfully ; 
but  being  engaged  in  our  minds  for  England,  had  not 
freedom  to  go  with  him  :  fo  we  parted  in  a  very 
loving  and  friefidly  manner.  We  being  now  left  to 
ouifelvcs,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  refled  on  what 

had 
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had  pafled,  and  to  examine  my  whole  conduit  all 
that  day ;  a  pra6lice  I  frequently  ufed,  after  a  more 
than  common  day's  fervice ;  and  indeed  after  every 
opportunity  of  an  enlargement  in  my  gift,  by  ex- 
perience finding  the  beft  inftruclor  in  my  own  bofom, 
to  ftiew  where  I  hit  the  matter  or  miffed  it:  and 
confidering  why  I  began  fo  low  as  my  father,  fettin^ 
forth  my  manner  of  education  and  trade,  which 
feemed  to  have  no  relation  to  my  call  to  the  miniftry, 
I  faw  the  reafon  thereof,  and  found  it  to  be  this. 
That  they  might  not  think  my  miniftry  to  have,  in 
the  leafl,  any  dependance  upon  literature ;  a  quali- 
fication much  depended  on  for  the  work  of  the 
miniftry  amongft  them,  and  fome  of  them  will  not 
take  any  notice  of  any  other  fort;  if  a  man  (for 
they  will  not  admit  a  v/oman  to  have  any  part  in 
this  work)  be  he  never  (o  divinely  fitted  by  the 
fpirit,  yet  if  he  want  human  learning,  it  is  all  nothing 
with  them.  Thus  the  wifdom  of  truth,  which  I  did 
not  fee  fo  plainly  at  firft,  appeared  to  my  underftand- 
ing  very  clearly :  and  on  a  clofe  and  narrow  in- 
fpection  into  this  day's  work,  I  found  inward  peace, 
a  joy  fpring  in  my  heart  that  I  could  not  fet  forth  by 
words.  And  my  companion  had  more  eafe  and  true 
content  than  I  feared  he  could  have,  by  reafon  of  his 
not  coming  up  in  his  fervice,  to  let  the  company  know 
•how  he  came  by  his  miniftry,  and  by  what  authority 
he  preached. 

I  have  been  more  particular  in  the  relation  of  this 
day's  work  than  I  otherwife  (hould  have  been,  as 
containing  in  it  fuch  fignal  marks  of  Providence  ; 
firft,  that  we  (hould  be  detained  in  hold,  juft  till  the 
jpeople  from  the  country  were  come  in.  Secondly,  and 
then  fet  at  liberty  to  fay  what  the  Lord  gave  us.  And 
thirdly,  That  we  had  fo  feafonable  an  opportunity 
to  explain  our  practice  as  to  the  minifters,  viz.  the 
conduit  of  the  fociety  towards  them  ;  and  likewife 
the  fervice  of  our  monthly-meetings   refpeding  the 

poor. 
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poor,  raarriages,  admonifhing  offenders,  making  up 
diflxrences,  granting  of  certificates  to  fuch  asfawcaufe 
to  remove  themfelves  from  one  monthly-meeting  to 
another,  as  well  as  to  miniilers.  Which  by  their 
flievving  fo  much  kindnefs,  and  raifmg  no  objei^tion 
to  any  thing  faid  on  thcfe  heads,  did  plainly  demon- 
ftrate  their  good  liking  and  f"atisfa6i:ion  therewith. 

The  next  morning  we  fet  out  for  England,  and  by 
the  evening  got  amongft  Friends  in  the  border,  with- 
in the  compafs  of  Sowport  meeting,  and  had  fome  few 
meetings,  as  at  the  Border,  Scotby,  Carlifle,  and  fome 
others.  I  came  to  mv  old  mafter  Samuel  Parrot's, 
having  no  place  to  retire  to  as  a  home,  but  fome- 
times  I  was  at  Sedgwick,  and  fomedmes  quartered 
with  my  friend  Robert  Chambers,  and  fometimes  at 
Kendal,  and  atGatefide,  at  honeft  William  Simpfon's, 
where  I  did  fometimes  help  them  in  their  bufinefs,  he 
being  a  blackfmith.  But  I  was  now  preparing  myfelf 
for  a  journey  into  America,  and  was  near  ready :  and 
I  had  an  opportunity  to  take  my  leave  of  the  neigh- 
bouring meetings,  as  Dent,  Garfolale,  Sedberg,  Gray- 
rigg,  Kendal,  Prefton,  with  divers  other  neighbour- 
ing meetings  thereabouts;  but  that  at  Prefton  was  the 
moft  memorable  and  folid,  the  (enk  whereof  continued 
with  me  all  over  America,  at  times ;  I  went  thence  to 
Yelland,  and  many  Friends  came  to  that  meeting  from 
divers  places  to  take  leave  of  me,  fo  that  it  was  a  very 
Inrge  and  living  meeting;  and  i  parted  with  my  bre- 
thren in  great  love  and  unity.  I  then  came  by  Wraj^, 
Bentham,  Settle  and  Airton,  that  great  and  good  man 
"William  Ellis  being  then  living,  and  full  of  power, 
having  great  and  folid  experiejice  concerning  the  work 
of  the  miniftry,  who  was  very  edifying  to  me,  by  the 
wholefome  counfel  he  gave.  James  Wilfon  was  then 
with  me,  who  was  not  at  that  time  a  publick  minifter, 
yet  of  great  fervice  in  vifiting  families,  being  clofely 
engaged  in  fpirit  for  the  maintaining  good  order  and 
difcipline ;  and  we  being  both  very  young  in    thefe 

things 
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things,  this  worthy  friend  gave  Tuch  ad\'ice  to  uS 
bo:h,  with  refpe»5l  to  a  faith. ul  coming  up  in  our  fer- 
vices,  that  we  could  with  good  rcafon  fay,  that  his 
words  were  like  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  filver  , 
for  a  long  time  after,  the  fenfe  and  virtue  of  them 
dwelt  on  my  mind,  to  my  great  advantage.  We 
flayed  wi  h  him  one  night,  and  had  a  fmall  meet- 
ing, in  which  the  preference  and  value  I  had  tor 
him,  together  with  an  awe  that  was  on  my  fp'rit 
concerning  his  great  fervices  and  experience  as  a 
minifter,  took  fuch  place  in  my  mind,  that  I  was 
filent  before  him. 

Next  day  we  took  our  leave,  and  he  brought  us 
on  our  way  a  little,  heartily  praying  at  parting,  that 
/  inight  be  pvejerved  in  my  place^  and  return  liith 
fafay. 

James  Wilfon  came  with  me  as  far  as  Leed^-,  and 
then  we  parted,  and  I  went  through  Nottinghan-.ihir.e 
and  Leicefttrfliire,  vifuing  fundry  meetings,  'where 
feme  time  before  I  met  with  great  trials  and  afEic- 
tions  in  rr.ind,  as  already  hinted)  and  fome  v\ere 
convinced  :  my  mind  was  flrongiy  eng.'.ged  to  fee 
them  in  my  way,  and  1  had  good  fatisfadtion  in  th:.t 
vifit. 

Having  done  this,  I  went  by  the  way  of  Hitching 
and  Hertford,  viilting  fundry  meetings,  finding  en- 
couragement to  go  on  :  but  I  lliil  expelled  that  I 
Jhould  be  flopt  by  the  morning-meeting,  for  want  of 
a  companion.  1  came  to  London  the  latter  end  of 
the  tenth  month  17OI,  being  by  letters  advifed,  the 
fhJDS  would  fail  in  a  v/cek's  time,  or  very  fhortlv  ; 
"but  a  war  breaking  out  between  England  and  France, 
an  embargo  was  laid  on  all  (liipping  for  two  months, 
fo  that  there  was  no  expedlation  of  getting  off.  I 
{laid  in  London  about  three  weeks,  vifiting  all  the 
meetings  in  and  about  the  city,  which  gave  the  bre- 
thiCJi  a  thorough  tafle  of  my  fervice  ;  fome  oi  my 
bcil  friends  advifing,  that  I  fhould  not  lay  my  con- 
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•ccrn  before  the  meeting,  that  1  defigncd  for  America 
until  the  general  or  montHly-meeting  of  minifters 
<lid  come  round,  and  in  that  time  my  fcr\'ice  ns  a 
ininifier  wrndd  be  generally  known.  I  readily  com- 
plied ;  and  wh  n  the  time  came,  I  went  in  great  fear 
to  lay  my  concern  before  that  meeting,  being  flill 
:apprehenfive  I  fkould  not  be  permiittcd  to  proceed,  for 
want  of  a  fuitable  companion;  but  as  no  objet'vlion 
did  arife,  the}'  perilfed  the  certificates  that  I  had  from 
the  monthly  arid  quarterly-meetings,  and  did -well  ap- 
prove thereof;  and  a  minute  was  made,  appointing 
ibme  friends  to  prepare  a  certificate  againft  the  next 
meeting  ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  brought  there, 
and  figned. 

All  things  now  being  clear  for  my  going  the  firft 
•opportunity,  it  was  thought  proper  to  fee  for  a  fhip, 
which  by  the  afTiftance  of  fome  friends  was  done, 
but  no  likelihood  of  going  quickly,  by  reafon  of  the 
.embargo^ 

I  had  fome  defire  to  vifit  the  weft,  in  pariicular 
Dorfet,  Somerfet,  Biiftol,  and  Wilts,  but  at  a  lofs  for 
z  horfe,  having  fold  my  owfi  fooq  after  I  came  to 
London^  but  the  friend  to  whom'I  fold  him,  offered 
^hat  I  fhould  have  nim  that  journey,  which  I  accepted, 
and  fo  fet  out,  having  in  company  a  youn^  m?.n  that 
•fizA  been  bred  at  a  college,  his  name  wa.'-  Samuel  Crifp, 
a  pretty  meek  fpir  ted  youth,  and  rigli.ly  convincedi 
When  we  got  forty  or  fifty  miles  from  London,  he  had 
ilrong  inclinations  to  go  back.  I  made  a  kind  of  a 
■running  vifi'  ;  and  when  1  was  at  ijrifl-ol,  my  friends 
:there  were  txceeding  kind,  and  would  vvi'llingly  have 
>.ad  me  gone  from  thence  ;  but  my  prior  engage- 
mcni  at  l.^onuon  would  not  permit  it. 

I  itaid  there  two  weeks  at  leafl-,  and  taking  my 
leave,  fundi y  friends  brought  me  on  my  way  tc  '  ^r.th, 
Bradford,  &c.  Xbey  returned,  and  I  went  en  for 
London,  and  (juarte-ring  at  an  inn  at  Hungerford,  (not 
'^eing  eiify;to  tjrke  any  more  meetiflgs  till  I  came  ta 
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London)  I  fell  in  company  with  a  couple  of  tradef- 
men,  who^  when  we  fet  down  to  fupp?r,  compli- 
mented each  other  about  which  fhould  crave  a  ble^ng, 
at  lafl:  they  pulled  off  their  hats,  and  one  of  theiir 
did  it  in  fome  fort  J -but  my  fitting  with-  my  hut  orv 
was  fuch  an'  offence,  that  they  began  to  reprove  me 
very  fharply  :  I  faid  but  very  little  f  r  fome  time,. 
until  they  had  fpent  their  reproach  upon  me,  and" 
then  I  fpoice  ta  this  effv^dV,  *  That  the  appearance 
they  made,  jufl:  before  fupper  was  brought  to  the 
table,  was  (b  very  void  of  grace  in  their  hearts, 
that  I  could  not  think  it  my  place  to  pull  off  my- 
hat  to  their  formal  prayer  :  and  befides,  as  fooii  as 
the  words  were  out  of  their  mouths  and  over,  itap-» 
peared  to  me  that  they  were  the  fame,  and  I  faw 
by  their  conduct  that  ihey  did  not  unclerftand  ther 
aature  of  true  prayer,  which  is  to  be  performed  both 
with  the  fpirit  and  underftanding  ;  and  if  you  had 
not  wanted  both,  you  cou'd  not  pafs  fueh  fdly  com- 
pliments on  each  other  about  it.'  I  was  now  very 
quiet,  and  they  faid  no  more  to  me.  But  as  fooa 
as  fupper  was  over,  and  the  reckoning  paid,  they 
left  me  with  free  confent,  for  our  company  v/as 
unfuitable. 

Next  day  I  went  towards  London  by  Newbury, 
where  I  ftopt  at  a  funeral,  and  fo  to  Reading.,  and  by 
Maidenhead  to  the  city,  but  found  the  embargo  not 
yet  taken  off.  It  being  now  pretty  near  the  middle-of 
the  fi;ft  month,  I  vifited  fome  parts  of  Hertfordfliire, 
having  my  dear  friend  John  Tompkins  part  of  the 
time,  and  Samuel  Crifp,  who  v.'as  a  fvveet  companion, 
having  received  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  the  right- 
way. 

About  a  week  or  two  in  the  fecond  month,  orders 
were  given  for  the  merchants  to  get  ready,  and  a 
convoy  was  to  go  with  thtm  :  but  for  all  thi>^,  it  was 
the  latter  end  of  the  third  month  before  we  got  off; 
(o  1  had  an  opportunity  to  vifit  the  greateft  part  of 
s  2  Kenti 
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Kent.  And  after  we  fai'ed  from  the  Dovvri'^,  we  were 
put  into  Portfmouth  harbour  by  contrary  winds,  and 
lay  there  two  or  three  weeks,  which  was  very  tire- 
lome.  But  all  this  time  1  never  confidered  any  dan- 
t.;er  of  being  taken  by  th^  French  ;  it  did  not  fo  much 
as  enter  into  my  mind,  until  I  came  into  Philadelphia, 
where  hearing  that  Thomas  Story,  Richard  Groves, 
and  others,  were  taken  fome  time  before,  and  carried 
into  Martinico,  a  French  ifland,  I  thought  of  it  more 
clofely. 

I  left  England  in  the  third  month  1702,  about  the 
time  of  the  yearly-meeting,  with  inward  fatisfadlion 
and  peace  of  mind,  and  wrote  a  few  lines  to  be  Cent 
to  the  meeting  of  miniilers  in  Kendal,  or  elfcwhere, 
1!)  We;lmoreland,my  native  place  ;  which  I  here  );)fert, 
being  the  iivil  fruits  of  that  kind  to  my  bredireji. 


To  the  Meeting  of  MINISTERS  at  Kendal  in 
Westmoreland.     Tlocfe^ 


My  dearly  beloved  Brethren  and  Sijlerf^ 

*  In  that  love  which  in  time  paft  we  have  enjoyed 
together,  do  I  heartily  falute  you,  having  in  mind 
fome  few  things  to  impart,  as  counfel  and  caution  to 
us  all,  including  myfelf  therein. 

*  We  v/ho  apprehend  ourfelvts  called  into  tV.is  pub- 
lick  ftation  of  piej.ching,  ought  clofe'y  to  wait  on 
our  gu.de,  to  p  t  us  forth  in  the  work.  And  dear 
friends,  I  fee  gre.t  jieed  for  us  to  carefully  mind  our 
openint:s,  and  go  on  as  v/e  are  led  by  the  ipirit  ;  for 
if  we  over-run  our  guide  and  opening?,  we  ihail  be 
confufed,  not  knowing  where,  or  how  to  conclude  : 
but  if  we  begin  and  go  on  with  the  fpirit,  we  fhall 
conclude   fo,   that   all    who   are  truly    fpiritual    will 
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(enlTbly  feel  that  we  are  right :  thus  will  ourmini- 
ftry  eciify  them  that  hear  it. 

And  dear  friends,  let  us  be  fingly  and  in  fincerity 
devoted  to  the  will  of  God,    whether   to  preach  or 
be  filent ;    for  if  we  are  not   fenfible  of  fuch  a  re- 
fignation,  it  is  doubtful,  that  we  may  fet  ourfelves  at 
work,   when    we    (hould  be  quiet,    and  fo  bring  an 
uneafuiefs    upon    our    friends,  and    a   burthen    upon- 
ourfelves  :    and  this    condu6l   will    fhut    up    friends 
Hearts  againft  our   fervice   and  miniftry.     And    my 
dear  friends,  every  time  you  appear  in  the  miniftry,^ 
when  it  is  over,  examine  yourfelves  narrowly,  whe- 
ther you  have  kept  in  your  places,  and  to  your  guide; 
and  confider,  whether  you  have  not  ufed  fuperfluous 
words,    that  render  the  matter  difagreeable,  or  fuch 
tones    or   geftures  as  mifb^come    the  work  we  are 
about,   always  remembering,  that  the  true  minifters 
preach  not  themfeives,    but   Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord.- 
Let  us  bear  this  in  mind,    that  neither  arts,    part';, 
ftrength    of  memory,    nor    former   experiences  will,' 
without  the  fan61:ification  of  the  fpirit,  do  any  thing 
for  us    to   depend    upon.     Let   us    therefore,   I   en-- 
treat  you,  keep  to  the  living  fountain,  the  fpring  of 
eternal  life,  opened  by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  oup- 
hearts.- 

'  r  alfo  defire,    that  you  would  nofnegleil  your 
day's  work,  in  vifiting  the  dark  corners  of  the  coun-  • 
ties  about  you  ;  but  be  mindful  of  your  fervice  ther-ein, , 
as  the  Lord  (hall  make  way  for  it. 

'  The  things  above  written  have  been  on  my 
mind  to  communicate  to  you,  my  dear  friends,  with 
defires  that  the  God  an;!  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  may  be  with  your  fp^rits,  Amen.  Kopinor 
alfo,  that  1  fhall  not  be  forgotten  by  you,!  in- your  ' 
neareft  approaches  to  the  throne  of  grace,  in  your 
fupplications  to  the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefh  j 
remembering  me  that  I  may  be  preferved  by  fea,  and 
ia  the  wildernefs,  through  the  many  and  various 
F  3  exercifes 
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exerclfes  and  baptifms,  that  I  may  be  fufflreJ  to 
undergo  for  the  fc-rvice's  fake  ;  and  that  I  may  be 
preferved  in  humility,  and  i'e'.f-denial,  under  the  power 
of  the  crofs,  the  moft  beautiful  ornaments  a  minifter 
can  ever  be  clothed  with  ;  that  if  it  pleafe  him  we 
ftould  meet  again,  our  joy  may  then  be  full  in  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  which  is  the  fervent  prayer  of  your 
cxercifcd  friend  and  brother, 

Samuel  Bov.'Nas»* 


•  This  was  written  in  the  fecond  month  1702,  and 
left  with  my  friend  Jol.n  Tompkins,  not  to  fend  it 
untjj  he  heard  I  was  gone  ofF. 


jfn  Wccaunt  of  my  Travels  in  America^   the  firft 
lime. 

As  advifcd  by  friends  appointed  to  aflift-  me,  I 
toik  mv  pafl'age  on  board  the  Jofiah,  John  Sowderh 
•naftcr,  bound  for  Weit- River  in  Maryland,  and  we 
left  England  about  the  24th  of  the  third  month  1702, 
and  landed  in  the  river  of  Potuxant  in  Maryland, 
ifbout  the  29th  of  the  fifth  month  following. 

I  vifited  fome  meetings  in  that  province  ;_  but 
George  Keith  being  there,  and  challenging  difputes 
wherever  he  came,  gave  both  me  and  friends  fome 
f'xercife  :  to  me,  by  challenging  a  difpute  without 
»iy  previous  knowledge,  in  the  following  terms : 


Tt 
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To  the  Preacher  lately  arrived  from  England, 

«SiR, 

*  I  intend  to  give  notice  after  fermon,  that  you 
and  myfelfare  to  difpute  to-morrow,  and  would  have 
you  give  notice  thereof  accordingly. 

<S/V,  /  am  your  humble  Servant^ 

Dated  the  ift  Sunday 
.     in  Augnft,  1702, 

Geo.  Keith.' 

He  writ  this  on  occafion  of  an  honeft  friend's 
fpeaking  fharply  to  him,  and  giving  him  the  title  of 
an  apellate;  adding,  fhe  could  not  pretend  to  difpute 
with  him,  but  a  friend  that  was  to  be  at  their  meet- 
ing on  firft-day  next,  (meaning  me)  fhe  did  not  doubt 
would  talk  with  him.  IVell  then,  faid  Keith,  next 
iVIonday  let  him  come,  and  I  will  prove  him,  arid  all  the 
^^akers,  U7ifctmd  in  both  faith  and  principle.  With 
more  of  that  kind.  The  honeft  woman  being  warm, 
and  zealous  for  the  caufe,  replied,  He  will  net  be 
afraid  of  thee^  I  am  fure. 

The  meflenger  that  brought  the  letter,  delivered 
it  in  hafte,  as  he  was  ordered,  to  John  Faulkner,  a 
young  man  from  Scotland,  who  was  then  ftore-keeper 
in  B.  Bains  and  company's  employ.  We  were  juft 
then  a  confiderable  number  of  us  in  company,  going 
to  a  meeting  at  Chefter  in  the  woods,  fome  diftance 
from  any  houfe,  and  John  infifted  for  me  to  write  an 
anfwer,  adding,  Keith  woidd  call  the  country  together^ 
and  make  much  ncife  about  it  as  if  we  were  afraid,  &c. 
and  it  was  heft  to  nip  his  expeilation  in  the  bud.  And  as 
we  knew  nothing  of  the  conference  Keith  had  with  the 
woman  friend  two  days  before,  I  writ  to  the  tfFedt 
following  : 

Georo;e 


56  the  life  and  trayelsf  ©p 

'  George  Keith, 

*  I  have  received  thine,  and  think  myfelfnoway 
obliged  to  take  any  notice  o^'  one  that  hath  been  fo 
very  mutable  in  his  pretences  to  religion  ;  befides, 
as  thou  haft  long  fince  been  difowned,  after  due- 
admonition  given  thee  by  our  ye^irly- meeting  in' 
London,  for  thy  quarrelfome  and  irregular  pradtices, 
thou  art  not  worthy  of  my  notice,  being  no  more 
to  me  than  a  heathen  man  and  a  publican  j  is  ther 
needful  from 

*  Samuel  Bownas.* 

Being  dated  the  fame  day. 

John  Faulkner  carried  my  anfwer,  and  we  went  tO' 
our  meeting,  being  at  Chefter  in  Maryland,  as  afore- 
faid  :  by  that  time  the  meeting  was  fully  gathered, 
John  F'ulkncr  came  back,  and  we  had  a  comfortable- 
meeting  :  afterwards  John  Faulkner  told  us,  George 
Keith  read  my  letter  publickly.  amongft  his  company,-, 
appearing  very  angry  at  the  contents  of  it ;  ''^nd  the 
company  laughed  very  heartily,  many  of  thern  bting 
much  pleafed  with  it:  but  J.  Faulkner  came  out  of  the 
compri'.iy,   and  a  fubP-^ntia!  planter  follo-ved  him,  and' 
told  him.,  >.e  had  much  rather  go  with  him  to  our" 
meeting,  than  to  hear  George  Keith  rail  and  abufe  the 
Quakers;  but  he,  beir.g  in  the  commi-1io'>  of  trhe  peace, 
muft  (as  Keith  was  recommended  by  the  hifhop  of' 
London)  Ihewfome  refpeQ  ;  withal  adding,  that  John 
Faulkner  fhould  bring  r-^.e  to  his  houi'v;  to  dine  the: 
next  day ;  which  John  Faulkner  would  have  excufed, 
urging,   that  as    they   had  a  value   for    me,    fundry 
friends  would  be  for  bringing  me  on  my  way  far* 
ther  J  adding,  we  fhould  incommcde  his  houfe.     He 
urged  it  the  more,  faying,  we  fhould  all  be  welcomCi 
Accordingly  feveral  v/ent  v/ith  mc  there,  and  he  was 
very  kind,  giving  us  an  account  of  George  Keith's 
railing  againft  us  the  day  before,  and  how  difagrce- 

able 
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able  It  was  to  the  affembly.  Keith  left  a  broad  fheet 
printed,  wherein  he  pretended  to  prove  the  Quakers  no 
Chriftians,  out  of  their  own  books  ;  I  had  an  anfuer 
thereto  in  print,  which  friends  were  glad  of,  and  I 
left  with  them  feveral  to  fpread  where  he  had  lefc  his. 

After  we  had  dined,  we  took  our  leave,  and  a  friend, 
my  guide,  went  with  m?,  and  brought  me  to  a  people 
called  Labadies,  where  we  were  civilly  entertained  in 
their  way.  When  fupper  came  in,  it  was  placed 
upon  a  long  table  in  a  large  room,  where,  when  all 
things  were  ready,  came  in,  at  a  call,  about  twenty 
men  or  upwards,  but  no  woman  ;  we  all  faie  down, 
they  placing  me  and  my  companion  near  the  head  of 
the  table,  and  having  paufcd  a  (hort  fpace,  one 
pulled  ofF  his  hat,  but  not  the  reft  till  a  (hort  fpace 
after,  and  then  one  after  another  they  pulled  all  their 
hats  off,  and  in  that  uncovered  pofture  fat  filent 
(uttering  no  words  that  we  could  hear)  near  half  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  ;  and  as  they  did  n-^t  uncover 
at  once,  fo  neither  did  they  cover  themfelves  again  at 
once;  but  as  they  put  on  their  hats  fell  to  eating, 
not  regarding  thofe  who  were  fti!l  uncovered,  fo  that 
it  might  be  about  two  minutes  time  or  mojfe  between 
the  firft  and  laft  putting  of  their  hats.  I  afterwards 
queried  with  my  companion  concerning  the  reafon  of 
their  condu6t,  and  he  gave  this  for  anfwer,  that  they 
held  it  unlawful  to  pray  till  they  felt  fome  inward 
motion  for  the  fame  ;  and  that  fecret  prayer  was  more 
acceptable  than  to  utter  words  ;  and  that  it  was  moft 
proper  for  every  one  to  pray,  as  moved  thereto  by 
the  fpirit  in  their  ov/n  minds. 

I  likewife  queried,  if  they  had  no  women  amongft 
them  ?  He  told  me  they  had,  but  the  women  eat  by 
thtmfelves,  and  the  men  by  themfelves,  having  all 
things  in  common,  refpc6ting  their  houfhold  affairs, 
fo  that  none  could  claim  any  more  right  than  another 
to  any  part  of  their  ftock,  whether  in  trade  or  huf- 
baridry  J  and  if  any  had  a  mind  to  join  with  them, 

whether 
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whether  rich  or  poor,  they  muft  put  what  they  haJ 
in  the  common  ftock,  and  if  they  afterwards  had  a 
mind  t^'  leave  the  fociety,  they  muft  lilcewife  leave 
what  they  brough:,  and  go  out  empty  handed. 

They  frequently  expounded  the  fcriptures  among 
themfelves,  and  being  a  very  large  family,  in  all  up- 
wards of  a  hundred  men,  women  and  children,  carried 
on  foiv.ething  of  the  manufactory  of  linen,  and  had  a 
very  large  plantanon  of  corn,  tobacco,  flax,  and' 
hemp,  together  with  cattle  of  feveral  kinds*  But  at 
my  laft  going  there,  thefe  peop'e  were  all  fcattered  and 
gone,  and  nothing  of  thtm  remaining  of  a  religious; 
commun/    in  ihat  fhape. 

I  left  thi^  place  and  travelled  through  the  country 
to  ;  hiladelpiia,  and  was  there  feized  with  a  fever  ancE 
ague,  which  h 'Id  me  about  thirteen  weeks,  and  I 
ftaiJ  there  t'.U  the  yearly- meeting  came  on,  which  was 
very  large,  but  my  diforder  of  the  ague  would  not 
admit  my  beitig  t  one  meeting  ;  George  Keith  with, 
his  comp.-nions  came,  but  the  difturbance  they  gave 
was  a  confiderable  advantage  to  friends,  and  the 
meeti:;g  ended  to  great  fatisfaclion. 

Being  r  covered  and  pretty  ftrong,  I  left  Pennfylva- 
nia,  and  traveled  through  the  Jerfeys  eaft  and  weft, 
and  having  given  expedlation  to  a  friend,  one  James 
Miller  in  Scotland,  who  had  a  fifter  married  to  one  of 
the  Barclay's  family,  that  if  I  came  near  where  flie 
dwelt,  1  would  vTit  her  at  his  requeft.  She  was  a. 
very  zealous  honeft  friend,  but  her  huft)and  joined 
with  Keith,  and  left  friends;  and  on  enquiring  about 
her,  where  fhe  dwelt,  I  was  told,  it  would  be  very 
little  out  of  my  way  1  hen  a  young  man  offe'ed  to 
be  my  guide,  to  pa/  her  a  vi;it;  and  when  we  came 
to  the  houfc,  there  were  fundry  priefts,  with  others,, 
met  to  fprinkle  an  infant,  the  fa'd  Barc'ay's  grand- 
child :  the  c  remony  was  over  be^oie  v.e  got  there, 
we  coming  from  Shrewftjury  yearly-rneetinj,.  where 
Keith  alfo  had  been,  but  gave  us  no  difturbance,  nor. 

did.' 
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sdld  "he  come  to  our  meeting  at  all,  but  held  a  meeting 
^  fmall  diftance  from  us  for  two  days,  and  then  went 
•off.  Our  rr.eeting  held  three  days,  and  was  thought 
to  be  larger  by  much,  in  expe6lation  that  George K-ith 
would  he  there.  It  ended  well,  and  it  was  faid,  fome 
Tvere  convinced  at  that  meeting. 

But  to  return  to  ir.y  friend  Barclay;  One  was  in  an 
•apartment  by  herfelf,  and  gave  me  a  fhort  account  of 
what  the)'  were  or  had  been  doing  ;  frying,  they  have 
fpr.nkhd  the  babe  my  grand- child,  and  the  ceyimony  is 
over.,  but  they  have  not  yet  been  to  dinner  ;  to  which  (he 
added,  my  hujhand  ■will  be  earneft  for  thy  cut.pany^ 
if  thou  haft  freedom  to  go^  I  Jhall  leave  thee  at  liberty^. 
but  if  thou  refifes  to  go^  they  will  be  ready  to  report^ 
ihat  thou  durji  not  face  tl em  \  adding,  Ifhould  be  pleafed 
with  your  company  (meaning  me  and  my  companion) 
to  d'.ne  with  mc^  but  it  will  be  bejt,  I  think^  for  you  to 
<dir.e  ivith  thent^  and  1  hape^  faid  fhe,  the  Lord  will  give 
yvu  wfdorn  to  conduSl yourfelves^  that  ihiy  inay  have  nd 
juft  caufe  to  reproach  the  principle  on  your  account, 
-She  had  no  fooner  ended,  than  (as  fhe  had  fuggefted) 
her  hufband  came,  and  after  fome  compliments,  and 
■enquiry  about  his  brother  in-law  James  Miller,  and 
i-elations  at  Ury,  we  were  called  to  dinner,  and  by 
-no  means  would  he  excufe  me  :  we  went  in,  and  the 
miftrefs  of  the  feaft,  the  mother  of  the  babe  then 
fprinkled,  would  have  me  fit  at  her  right  hand,  and 
■fet  George  TCeith  at  her  left.  We  fat  all  down,  and 
after  a  fh-ort  paufe  George  Keith  rtood  up  with  all  the 
irell  of  the  company,  fave  me  and  my  companion,  we 
kept  our  places,  and  hats  on,  while  he  repeated  a 
'long  prnyer  for  the  church  and  ftate,  bifbops,  and  all 
the  inferior  cle.gy,  the  queen,  and  dutchefs  dowager 
of  Havaver,  Sic  The  grace  being  ended,  the  miftrefs 
carved,  and  would  ferve  me  firlt ;  I  would  have  re- 
fuf?d,  and  put  it  to  Georee  Keith,  but  he  refufed  it 
likewife  :  when  fhe  had  done  helping  us  and  herfelf, 
fhe  begaa  to  catechife  me  in  the  following  manner  : 

After 
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After  enquiring  about  her  relations  at  Ury  in  Scot- 
land, and  her  uncle  Miller,  fhe  then  defired  to  know 
my  bufinefs  in  Scotland,  pretending  to  fuppofe  me  a 
merchant  that  dealt  in  linen  to  fell  in  England  ;  but 
I  faw  her  defign  was  to  lead  me   to  fome    unwary 
anfwer,  for  Keith  and  the  reft  to  find  matter  of  objec- 
tion to.     This  put  me  upon  my  guard,  to  make  reply 
cautioufly ;  I  freely  owned  I  had  no  concern  in  buying 
or  felling  of  any  fort  of  goods.      Pray  tbcn^  Sir,  zijhnt 
was  your  call  there?  I  replied,  that  1  thought  it  my 
place  fometimes  to  advife  my  friends  and  other?,   to 
endeavour  fo  to  live,  that  death,  when  it  comes,  might 
not  be  a  terror  to  th<  m  ;    and  doubt  not  but  thou 
wilt  count    this  a    good    work,    and    needful  to   be 
done.     She  readily  allowed,  that  it  was  very  needful, 
and  the  more  fo,  for  that  the  age  was  now  very  wicked. 
Then  (he  proceeded  to  query  the  reafon  of  my  coming 
intothofe parts, pretending  to  fuppofe  it  was  on  account 
of  trade,   as  being  a  fupercargo,  with  fundry  trifling 
and  impertinent  queftion^,  as  when  1  was  in  fuch  and 
fuch  pUices  ?  To  all  which  I  gave  her  anfvvers  to  the 
fame  eftt<St  as  before,  that  my  defigned  bufuiefs  was 
the  fame  in  this  country  as  in  Scotland.  Then  fhe  pro- 
ceeded to  more  trifling  queftions,  as  when  I  hinded  ? 
and  where  r    and  which  way  I  was  going  ?   All  the 
company  at  table  gave  ear  to  our  dialogue,    which 
appeared  to  me  very  w^ak  in  fuch  a  learned  company 
as  they  thought  then^felves  to  be,  and  none  fo  much  as 
put  in  a  word  between  us.     Dinner  being  ended,   I 
defired  to  be  excufed,  for  that  time  called  me  away, 
and  my  friends  would  wait  for  me  at  the  ferry,  which 
we  had  to  pafs  that'evening.     Thus  Keith  and  I  niet 
and  parted. 

Then  taking  leave,  I  went  to  fee  my  worthy  .friend 
in  her  own  apartment,  with  whom  we  had  a  fhort, 
but  very  agreeable  opportunity  :  wc  took  our  leave 
and  went  to  Woodbridge,  where  the  next  day  we  had 
a  meeting,  George  Keith  preached  at  Amboy  the  fanie 

dav, 
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day,  which  places  are  not  f.^.r  apart;   w?  often  inter- 
fered one  with  the  other,  but  he  n.)  more  gave  me  any 
challenge    to  clifpiite,    but  took   another  method    to 
put  a  ftop  to  my  traveH'nL^,  as  wiil  appear  a'terwards. 
We  came  to  Long  Ifland,   and  a  meeting  was  ap- 
pointed for  me  at  a  fmall  village  called  Hempficad, 
where  George  Keith  a!fo  wa?,  either  by  accident  or 
defign,  and  had  at  the  fame  appointed  to  preach  within 
our  hearing,  and  between  two  appointments,  there  was 
a  very  large  gat'-ering  ;  and  I  being  young  an^  lirrong, 
my  voice  was  plainly  heard  by  the  people  who  were 
With  Keith,  fo  that  th:y  all  lefc  his  meeting  and  came 
to  ours,  (for  we  had  room  enough  for  both  meeriiigs, 
it  being  a  very  large  barn)  except  he  that  exescifed  as 
clerk,   and  one  William  Bradford,  who  had   been   a 
printer  for  friends  at  Philadelphia,  but  deferting  the 
focietv,    friends   took  the   bufmtfs    from   him.     But 
fome  time  after,  Keith  anj  the  faid  Bradford  agreed, 
that  Briidford  fliould  come  and  try  if  no  advantage 
might    be   taken    at    my   doftrii^e^    accordingly    he 
came,   and  pulled   out  of  his   pocket  a  fmall   book, 
with  pen  and  ink,  and   (redfaftly  ftared  in  my  fj.cc^ 
to   put  me    out   of  countenance    if  he   could :    but 
I  was  above  being  daunted  zt  that  time,  thou::h  at 
other  times  very   incident  to  it.     He  opened  his  faid 
book    and   writ    ;;b   ut   two   lines  in  it,  tien  fhut  it 
again,  continuing  his  itariiig,  to  try  (as  fome  thought) 
whether  he   could  not  daupit  me ;   but  it  was  pA\  his 
(kill,   for  1  felt  both  inv/ard  and   outward  ft!en':i;ih, 
and  divine  power  to  fill  my  heart,   and  my  face  was 
like   brafs  to  all  oppofition  ;    he  opened    his    book, 
_writ   about  two  lines   more,  and  a  little  after  abo.it 
two  more,   in  the  whole  about  fix  lines  in  a  fmall 
octavo  leaf;    and  after  I  had   done  he  ftooJ  up  and 
faid,    rf^iii  yo74  Jiand  ly   th  fe  doi^trin:s   in  tuhVck  iho.t 
have  been  now  preached?  (meaning  by  publickdifpute.) 
A   worthy   friend,    John   Rodman   by   name,    defiied 
him  to  bf  quiet, and  afwcr  meeting  was  ended  he  Ihnuld 
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be  anfwcreJ.  Accordingly  the  meeting  concluded, 
and  he  waited  for  hisanfwer.  To  which  friend  Rod- 
man faid,  JVilliaw^  thou  knoweji  luhat  our  friend  hath 
been  concerned  to  fpcak  about  this  day^  are  juch  points  as 
have  been  by  the  prefs  argued  over  and  over;  and  as  the 
controverfy  has  been  fame  years  In  the  prefs^  it  is  there- 
fore needlefs  at  this  time  of  day  to  reduce  it  to  a  verbal 
ilifpute.  But  he  wanted  to  hear  what  I  would  fay  to 
ihe  matter;  and  I  told  him,  his  quertions  being 
more  for  condition  than  edification,  I  therefore  dd 
not  think  mylelf  obliged  to  anfwer  them  ;  more 
ffpccially,  fince  for  his  contentions  and  diforderly 
walking,  he  had  been  dealt  with  and  ad\  ifed  in  a  bro- 
therly and  Chriilian  Spirit  to  repent,  but  his  perhfting 
in  the  fame,  had  obliged  his  friends  to  difown  him, 
and  for  this  reafon,  I  faid,  I  have  no  more  to  fay  to  thee 
en  that  kead.  He  turned  from  me,  and  in  a  very  angry 
manner  faid,  I  Jliould  hear  of  it  in  another  way.  But 
I  called  him  back,  having  fomething  to  fay  on  another 
fiibjev£li  which  was  to  deliver  fome  tokens  of  2;o!d 
fent  his  wife  by  her  fifter  from  London  :  this  foftcned 
him.  fomevvhat,  (he  finding  the  pieces  to  agree  vv'ith 
ihe  letter,  which  I  requefted  might  be  opened  before 
iny  friends  there)  and  brought  him  to  confefs,  that  he 
fcelieved  I  was  a  very  honeft  man,  and  he  was  forry  I 
fliould  be  under  fuch  a  delufion,  as  to  be  in  commu- 
nion with  that  erroneous  people.  But  at  his  return 
to  jKleilh,  they  laid  their  heads  together,  and  trumped 
tip  the  following  depofitions  from  what  he  had  v^rit  as 
;a  fore  (aid,   viz. 

*  I  William  Bradford,  of  the  City  of  NevwYork, 
5ged  about  forty  years,  depofe  upon  the  holy  evan- 
gelifts.  The  21  ft  of  November,  1702,  going  into  the 
Qi_iakers  meeting  at  Nathaniel  Pearfal's,  deceafcd,  in 
Hempftead,  I  heard  orte  Bown,  thatis  lately  come  out 
of  Englanr,  preach,  and  the  firft  words  I  heard  him 
fay,  were  the  Sign  of  the  Crcfs  ;  and  thus  ;  friends, 
having  gone  through  the  Papift  baptifm,  let  us  examine 

the 
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the  church   of  England.     Well,  what  do   they   do? 
Why  the  bifliop  lays  his  hands  upon  thofe   that  hava 
learned  the  language?,  and  ordains  them  to  be  aiini- 
fters.     \Vell  !  and  what  do  they  do  ?   Why  they  bap- 
tize  the  children,  the  young  children,  and  fprinkle  a 
litt'e  water  in  their  faces,  and  by  this  they  make  the 
child  a  Chriftian,  as  they  fav,  and  for  fo  doing  the 
chilJrens  parents  muH:  give  the  prieft  4d.  or  a  groat  j 
indeed  this  is  an  eafy  way  of  making  Chriftians  f(jr  a 
groit  !    And   how  do  they  do  this  t   Their  own  cate- 
chifm  tells  us  the  prieft  fays  to  the  child,  what  is  thy 
name?  The  child  anfwers,  Ihoma?,  James,  Mary,c>:c. 
Well  !   and   who  gave  thee  this  name  ?    The   child 
anfwers,  my  2;od-fathers  and  god-mcthers  in  my  bap- 
tifm,  wherein  I  was  made  a  m^e.iiber  of  Cnrift.    This 
is  brave  to  be  made  a  member  of  Chrift  !  Who  would 
not  have  a  little  water  fprinkled  in  their  faces  ?   And 
what  did  your  god-fathers   and  god-mothers  then  for 
you?  Anfwer,  They  did  prom.fe  and  vow  three  things 
in   my   name  ;     ift.    That  I   fhould    renounce   the 
devil  and  all  his  works,  the  pomps  and  vanities   of 
this    wicked   world,   and   all   the    iinful   lufls  of  the 
flefh.     Ay  !  did   they  f o  ?  this  is  brave.     "Well  !  what 
did   they  promife  more  ?   2dly.    That  I  fhould  keep 
God's  holy  will  and  commandments,  and  walk  in  lh« 
fame  all  the  days  of  my  life.    And  yet  in  contradi6lion 
to  this,   they  plead  for  fin  term  of  life,  and  fay  they 
rannot    keep     God's    commandments    in    this    'life. 
Why  !   this   is  ftrange,  that  the  god-fathers  and  god- 
mothers fhould  promife  v.hat  th?y  believe  they  can- 
not   perform.     And   does  the   god-fithers  and   god- 
mothers thus   promife  r   Ye?,   they  do.     Eut  this   is 
ftrange,  that  their  God   fhould  ne^-'d  a  god-father  and 
god -mother.      But  friend?,   our  God  is  the  true  and 
living  God  J   in  the  flrfl  of  John  it  is  faid,   In  the 
beginning;  was  the  ivord,  and  the  word  tvas  God.     But 
this  God  had  no  need  of  a  god-father  or  god-mother. 
Well,  and  what  dothe  Prefbyteriaus  do  ?  Why  they 
G  2  bapiize 
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baptize  their  infants  alfo  ;  but  as  I  take  ft,  they  do 
jiot  make  ufc  of  god-f.ithers  and  god- mothers,  nor 
the  fign  of  the  crofs.  They  have  thrown  away  that 
piece  of  popery. 

Next,  as  to  the  Lord's  fupper,  I  fhall  fpeak  very 
brief.  Chrifl:  fays,  th^it  ivhich  ^^oes  in  at  the  month 
defiles  not.  So  I  fliali  make  this  application  :  The 
br.ad  and  wine  v/hich  they  receive,  and  call  the 
Lord's  fupper,  goes  in  at  the  mouth,  and  fo  into  the 
draught,  and  profits  not.  They  call  it  a  fign  ;  yea, 
and  an  empty  fign  it  is.  But  by  thefe  ways  and  forms 
the  hirelings  deceive  the  people.  But  we  have  had  fuf- 
licient  proof  of  thefe  hirelings  in  our  day  ;  for  they  will 
turn  with  every  wind,  and  every  turn  that  will 
anfwer  their  priefls  ends,  as  we  have  feea  fulfilled 
largely  in  our  day.' 

William  Bradford, 

^  ,.     Edward  Burrows,  7    t  a-    „ 

Lcramnobts    t  c  c   Jultices. 

Joseph  Smith,  j 

J  true  Copy  by  Thomas  Cardall,  High-Sheriff", 

Having  patched  up  the  above  depofition  in  their 
own  way  and  manner,  and  form  of  expreilion,  Keith 
informs,  and  Bradford  was  his  evidence  ;  and  being 
at  a  lofs  for  want  of  another  evidence  to  confirm 
Eradfords,  (without  which  they  could  not  proceed) 
they  met  with  a  young  man  who  was  there,  and 
Keith  got  fome  weds  out  of  him,  that  he  laid  he 
heard  fpoken ;  then  thev  threatneJ,  if  he  had  not  conie 
in  for  ev  dence  to  what  he  had  heard,  what  they  would 
do  to  him  ;  therefore  he  was  prevailed  on,  throu^];h 
fear,  to  give  his  evide;ice  on  oath,  in  the  words 
George  Keith  had  got  from  him  by  giwle,  before  the 
faid  two  juftices,  which  he  did  as  folioweih,  although  ' 
to  no  purpofe  :  ' 

»  Richard  Smith,  aged  about  28  years,  depofeth 
upon  the  four  evangelifts,  that  on  Sunday  laft,  he, 

this 
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this  deponent,  was  at  a  Quaker's  meeting  in  Hemp- 
flead,  where  he  heard  a  man  presch,  vvhofe  name 
he  fmce  underftands  is  Samuel  Fowne:  in  his  preach- 
ing, he,  this  deponent,  remembers  to  have  heard 
him  fpeaic  thefe  words,  or  words  to  the  like  etleft, 
viz.  1  hat  the  church  of  England  in  baptilm  mac'e 
ufe  of  god-fathers  and  god-mothers  ;  but  our  God 
is  the  ever  living  God,  and  has  no  need  of  a  god- 
father or  god-mother :  And  further  this  deponent 
faith  not.'^ 

Richard  Sfnitb, 
Joseph  Smith,  7    j^^ 

Ildward  Burrows,  3    -^ 

Jurat  24th  Die  gbris 
1 702, coram  nobis 

Having  thu<;  laid  a  foundation  for  a  profecution,  a 
warrant  was  ifTued  out.  A  copy  of  which  is  as  under : 

Queen's         ?    J^^^^"    Smith,    £/^ ;    Edward. 
County  Jf'  C        ^^^R^^ws,    Efq;   Ju/iias  of  the 
^  J        Peace  for  Queen's  County,  to  the 

High-Sheriff  of  the  County^  Greet- 
ing. 

*  You  are  hereby,  in  her  majefly's  name,  flricftly 
charged   and  commanded,    immediately    on   the    re- 
ceipt hereof,  to  attack  the   body   of  Samuel  Bovvne,. 
a  Quaker,  if  he  can  be  found  in  your  bafliwiclc,  and 
to  bring  his  body  before  us,  to  anfwer  to  fuch  mat- 
ters  of  mifdemeanour,  as  fhall  on  her  majefty's  be- 
half be  ubjedled   againft  him.      And  he/eof  fail   not. 
at  your  peril.     Dated   under  our  hands  and  feals  this. 
'24th  November,   1702. 

Vera  Copia  Ex.  p.     Jos.  Smith,  7    j  n- 

Tho.  Cardall,  <y;V.    Edw.  Burrows,  J  J"^^^^"- 
G  3  Thus 
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Thus  all  things  were  ready  to  be  put  in  execution, 
and  fundry  fubftanrial  people,  not  friends,  would  have 
had  me  gone  ofF,  but  that  1  could  not  do  ;  tiierefore 
on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  as  i  was  atFlufliing  in 
Long  iiland,  it  being  the  half-yearly  meeting,  which 
was  very  large,  Keith  being  expc6ted  there:  when  the 
meeting  was  fully  fet,  the  high-(heriff  came  with  a 
very  large  company  with  him,  who  were  all  armed  ; 
lurr.e  had  gun?,  others  pitchforks,  others  fwofds, 
clubs,  halberts.  Sec.  as  if  they  fliould  meet  with  great 
oppofition  in  taking  a  poor  filly  harmlefs  flicep  out 
of  the  flock,  llie  flierihFfteppins  up  into  the  gallery, 
took  me  by  the  hand,  and  told  me,  I  was  his  prifoner. 
By  Avhat  authority?  faid  I:  he  pulled  out  his  warrant, 
aiyj  fiiewed  it  me;  I  told  him  that  warrant  was  to  take 
Tip  Samuel  Bowne,  and  my  name  was  not  Samuel 
Bowne,  but  that  friend's  name  is  fo,  poin:ing  at  the 
friend  by  me  :  we  know  him,  fiid  he,  that  is  not  the 
man,  but  you  are  the  man  :  pray  then,  what  is  your 
name  ?  That,  faid  I,  is  a  queftion  that  requires  confi- 
deration,  whether  proper  to  anfwer  or  not,  for  no  man 
is  bound  to  anfwer  to  his  own  prejudice;  the  law 
forces  none  to  accufc  himfelf.  I'hus  we  prc^d  and 
con'"d7\.  little  time,  and  I  got  up  from  my  feat,  and  John 
Redman,  Samuel  Eowne,  and  fundry  other  friends,  and 
wa!i:ed  out  of  the  meeting,  it  not  being  proper  to  dif- 
courfe  there  at  th;it  time;  and  they  on  converfing  with 
the  (herifF,  who  in  his  nature  was  a  very  moderate 
man,  having  known  frierds  in  England,  eafily  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  ftay  the  meeting,  with  all  his  re- 
tinue, and  afterwards  they  would  confider  what  was 
beil  to  be  done.  They  willingly  laid  down  thejr 
anr.s  on  the  outfide  of  the  door,  and  came  in,  which 
encreafsd  the  thronir  very  much  :  the  meeting  was 
fiient  a  confiderabJj  time,  and  the  flierifPs  comf)any 
queried  cf  one  another  .privately,  fo  as  I  heard  it, 
v/hy  I  did  not  preach :  others  concludii^g  that  I 
fhuulJ  preach  no  more,  being  nov/  a  prifoner  ;  that 

is 
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is  enough  to  filence  him,  faid  they:  but  finding  the 
word  like  as  a  fire,  I  could  no  longer  contain,  but 
{landing  up,  I  had  a  very  agreeable  fervice,  both  to 
myfelf  and  friend?,  with  the  reft  of  the  compaiiy  ;  the 
fheriff  himfelf,  and  his  company  alfo.,  fpoke  well  of 
it :  it  was  the  firft  day  of  the  meeting,  and  the  fe- 
venthof  the  week.  Afier  meeting  was  ended,  fundry 
friends  went  to  Samuel  Down's,  to  confult  wi'.h  the 
flieriff,  and  he  being  very  moderate,  and  in  a  very 
good  humour,  fpoke  very  miid  and  couiteouflv,  beam- 
ing Keith  and  Bradford,  and  gave  liberty  that  I  Ihould 
ftay  with  my  friends  until  fifth-day  following,  there 
being  two  days  of  the  meeting  yet  to  come,  and  a 
funeral  of  a  noted  friend  to  be  the  day  after  it  ended  : 
the  meeting  encreafed,  and  the  laft  was  both  largeft 
and  moft  open ;  it  was  fuppofed  there  mi^ht  be  near 
2003  people  the  laft  day,  but  Keith  did  not  come 
there. 

Nov/,  the  time  for  mv  appearance  before  the  juf- 
tices  being  come,  fundry  fubftantial  friends  went  with 
me,  and  a  great  crowd  of  other  people  came  to  hear; 
but  for  want  of  the  conv«iuency  o^  a  large  hall,  which 
they  might  have  had,  but  by  the  coldnefs  of  the  feafon, 
as  was  pretended,  the  juftices  would  not  go  there,  fo 
they  were  deprived  of  the  opportunity  for  want  of 
room  to  hear  my  examination. 

There  wee  four  juftices,  viz.  Jofeph  Smith,  Ed- 
ward Burrows,  John  Sm'th  and  Jonathan  Whitehead, 
This  laft  was  a  very  moderate  man,  and  endeavoured 
much  to  have  fet  me  at  liberty ;  but  they  had  a 
prieft  with  them,  who  endeavoured  to  put  the  worft 
conftruclion  on  every  thing  1  faid.  Befidcs,  they 
had  fiiut  a  man  up  behind  in  a  clofet,  to  take  in 
fhort  hand  tiie  examination,  that  thty  might  p<  rufe 
the  fame  to  their  own  advantage:  but  the  rm,n  was  fo 
very  drunk,  that  he  loft  his  papers  going  home,  and 
a  friend  providentially  found  them,  to  their  great 
difappointment  and  fhame  :  great  enquiry  was  made 

about 
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about  th"m  among  the  pecp'e  in  vain.  Having  ilone 
what  thev  thouent  fit  in  exa.i^ning  me,  the"  turned 
me  and  my  friends  out  of  the  room,  to  confult 
what  w^  s  t  >  be  further  done  ;  and  after  a  little  time, 
we  were  all  called  in,  T  to  receive  my  doom,  and  my 
friends  to  hear  it;  and  the  cleric,  as  mouth  of  the 
court,  faid,  Tbefe  ^:">nourable  ju/iices  have  agreed^  that 
you  tnujl  enter  i^to  a  two  thou  fund  pound  ba'tl^  yourfelf 
in  lOOo/.  and  two  of  y.ur  fr:er'ds  in  5C0/.  each^  or  etfe 
he  committed  to  the  common  ^'oal.  I  anfuered,  I  could 
enter  into  no  bond  on  that  account.  Here  one  of  the 
juflices  querieJ,  if  th^  fum  was  too  1  irje  ?  \  anfwered, 
that  \va=  nothing  to  tlie  matter,  if  as  fmall  a  fum  as 
three-half|  ence  would  do,  I  fl^nuld  not  d*^^  it,  it  being 
a  matter  of  fuch  a  nature  that  I  could  by  no  means 
comply  with.  Then  the  lafl:  juftlce  offered  to  be 
bound  for  me,  in  what  fum  they  required.  But  not 
only  I,  but  all  my  friends,  did  oppofe  it  with  all  our 
might ;  giving  them,  as  well  as  him,  the  reafon  for  it. 

It  growing  late  the  court  broke  up,  and  this  juflice 
besaed  that  he  misiht  have  me  to  his  houfe,  and  he 
would  fee  me  forthcoming  on  the  morrow  ;  which 
they  readily  granted  him,  and  then  thev  adjourned  till 
ten  o'clock  next  day,  giving  their  clerk  orders  to 
provide  my  mitti7nus  by  that  time. 

I  went  with  my  kind  friend  the  young  juftice  to 
his  houfe,  and  found  very  good  and  kind  entertain- 
ment, his  wife  being  a  very  religious,  tender-hearted 
friend,  and  took  great  care  of  me.  Next  morning 
we  met  again,  the  mittitnus  was  brought  in,  executed, 
and  was  as  under. 

^        ,       •)  Joseph  Smith,  Efq.  Edward  Bur- 

C     ^"  ^  i       ROWS,  Efq.    John  Smith,  Efq.  and 

""  y       ^       Jonathan      Whitehead,     Efq, 

"JujVices    of  the    Peace    for    Queen's 

County,    l^c.    To    the   Hi^h  -  Sheriff" 

cf  Queen's  County,  Greeting, 

« We 
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*  We  fend  you  herev/ithd  the  body  of  Samuel 
Bownas,  a  Quaker,  brought  before  us  this  day,  and 
charged  with  fp;;a!cing  fcandalous  lies  of,  and  re- 
flections againft,  the  church  of  England,  as  bylaw 
eftablifhed,  and  other  mifdemeanours  by  him  done 
and  fpoken  at  a  pubHck  alTembly  in  Hempftead  in  this 
county,  on  the  21ft  day  of  this  inftant  gler.  And 
therefore  thefe  are  in  behalf  of  her  majeily  to  com- 
mand you,  that  immediately  you  receive  the  faid 
Samuel  Bownas,  and  him  fafely  keep  in  the  common 
goal  of  this  county,  until  that  he  Ihall  be  thence  de- 
livered by  the  due  courfe  of  her  majefty's  laws. 
Dated  under  our  hands  and  feals  at  Jemcca  this 
30th  d::y  of  gber,  in  the  fecond  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  fovereign  lady  queen  Anne,  of  England,  Szc, 
Annoq.  Dom.   1702.- 

Joseph  Smith, 
A  true  Copy,  Edward  Burrows, 

I/y  Tho.  Cardall.     J  H\'   Smith, 

Jonathan  Whitehead, 

Now  I  was  delivered  up  a  prifoner,  and  my  friends 
left  me,  having  firft  got  me  a  good  wholefome  room, 
and  a  very  good  bed,  taking  care  that  I  fhould  want 
nothing  neceffary  for  life.  'T^his  continued  for  three 
months;  at  the  end  of  which  a  foecial  commifiion 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  gv^neral  troal  delivery  was 
given  to  John  Bridges,  efq.  chief  Juftice  oF  the  pro- 
vince ;  Robert  Miller,  efq.  fecond  ;  Thomas  Willett, 
John  Jackfon,  and  Edward  Burrows  ;  and  on  the  26tli 
day  of  t!ie  twelfth  month,  Bridges  and  Miller  came, 
attended  with  much  comp  ny,  in  great  pomp,  with 
trumpets  and  other  mufck  before  them,  to  hold  the 
faid  court  ;  and  about  the  fourth  hour  in  the  :ifter- 
noon,  they  in  the  fam.e  order  went  to  couit,  which 
was  held  in  the  hall,  read  tht  ir  commifiion,  and 
called  over  the  jury,  to  whom  they  gave  an  uncommon 
charge,  adjourning  till  monday  the  aSch,  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning. 

At 
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At  the  fame  time  the  court  met,  and  proclama- 
tion v/as  made  as  follows  : 

Cryer.  O  yes  !  Silence  on  pain  of  imprifonment. 

Called  over  the  grand  jury,  confifHng  of  twenty- 
two  men,  and  charged  them  to  retire  to  their  cham- 
ber, and  the  attorney  general  fhould  fend  them 
bufmefs. 

The  court  adjourns. 

Cryer.  O  yes !  All  manner  of  perfons  that  have 
any  bufmefs  at  this  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  let 
them  depart  hence,  and  come  to-morrow  morning  at 
eight  o'clock,  and  they  Ihall  be  heard. 

Accordingly  the  grand  jury  retired,  and  had  a 
bill  of  indictment  fent  them  againll:  me,  but  I  could 
never  get  a  copy  of  it  firft  nor  laft.  I  had  prepared 
fundry  reafons  to  fet  Bradford's  evidences  afide,  which 
are  here  omitted,  they  being  pretty  large,  but  the 
grand  jury  had  the  fame  before  them,  and  they  were 
of  con'iderable  weight  with  them.  The  29th  the 
court  met. 

Cryer.  O  yes  !  All  manner  of  perfons  that  have 
any  bufmefs  at  this  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  let 
them  draw  near,  and  they  fhall  be  heard. 

The  clerk  ordered  to  call  over  the  jury. 

Richard  Cornell,  foreman,  Ephraim  Goulding, 
Jchn  Clayer,  Ifaac  Hicks,  Robert  Hubbs,  Ridganell 
Mott,  Theodorus  Vanderwick,  Samuel  TJentonjun. 
Jofeph  Mott,  Richard  Valentine,  Nathaniel  Cole^  Juft, 
Jofeph  Dickenfon,  Ifaac  Doughty,  Samuel  Emery, 
John  Smith,  John  Serin,  John  Oakey,  Samuel  Hallet, 
Richard  Alfop,  John  Hunt,  James  Clement,  and 
William  Bloodgood. 

Then  it  was  demanded,  what  bufmefs  the  jury  had 
to  lay  before  the  court  ?  and  they  preftnted  two  bills, 
one  againft  a  woman  for  feme  mifdemeanour,  and  the 
bill  againd:  me,  both  indorfed  ignoro'iius.  Upon  which 
the  judge  was  very  angry  ;  the  other  juilices,  on  the 
bench  being  moftly  Prefbyterians,  faid  little  or  nothing 

to 
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to  the  matter,  but  he  addrelTing  himfelf  to  the  jury, 
faid  thus,  Gentlemen^  furely  you  have  forgot  your  caths.^ 
and  for  fo  doing  I  could  give  you  fame  hard  nameSy  hut 
at  prefev.t  jhall  forbear  :  is  this  your  verdiSi  touching  the 
^laker  ?  for  they  mattered  not  the  other  bilJ,  if  they 
could  have  had  their  ends  on  me. 

'1  he  foreman  faid,  It  is  Sir.  , 

Judge.  /  demand  your  renfons^  why  you  have  n:t 
found  the  hill  again/}  hi?n  ?   meaning  me. 

One,  whofe  name  was  James  Clement,  a  bold  man, 
well  llcilled  in  the  law,  anfwered,  we  are  fworn  to 
keep  the  queen's  fecrets,  our  fellows,  and  our  own  ; 
aj^.d  for  that  reafon  we  declare  no  reafons. 

Judge.  Noiu  Air.  Wifeman  fpeaks^  hut  I  tell  you^ 
you  are  not  fn  fivorn^  and  I  coidd  find  in  ?ny  heart  to 
lay  you  by  the  heels^  and  a  fine  upon  your  brethren. 

Clement  replied;  he  might  if  he  pleafed,  but  when 
it  was  done,  it  fhould  be  expofed  with  as  much  expe- 
dition as  the  cafe  would  admit  in  Weflminfter-hall  ; 
for,  adds  he,  juries,  neither  grand  nor  petty,  are  to 
be  menaced  with  threats  of  ftocks  or  fines,  but  they 
are  to  aiSl  freely,  according  to  the  beft  of  their  judg- 
ments on  the  evidence  before  them. 

Now  the  judge  finding  he  had  not  children  to  deal 
with,  altered  his  manner  of  addrefs,  and  began  to 
flatter,  and  requefted  that  they  would  take  back  both 
bills,  and  refume  their  confiderations  upon  them.  On 
this  the  jury  was  in  judgment  divided,  but  at  lafl  they 
all  conlented,  and  then  the  court  adjourned  till  nine 
o'clock  the  next  day. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Cryer.  O  yes!  All  manner  of  perfons  that  have 
any  bufinefs  at  the  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  let 
them  draw  near,  and  they  fhall  be  heard. 

Cryer.     Call  over  the  jury;  which  being  done. 

Judge.      Foreman^  hovj  find  you  the  hills '^ 

Foreman.      As  we  did  veflerday. 

On 
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On  which  Bridges  in  great  wrath  charged  them  with 
obftiU(5ling  the  courfe  of  juftice. 

Why  ?  fays  Clement !  becaufe  we  cannot  be  of  the 
fame  mind  as  the  court  is.  We  would  have  you  to 
know,  that  we  defire  no  other  but  that  juftice  may  take 
place. 

The  judge  now  threatned  to  liy  Clement  by  the 
heels  again.  But,  Clement,  no  way  daunted,  told 
him,  he  might  if  he  pleafed  ;  but  if  he  did,  he  fhouKl 
hear  of  it  in  another  place. 

The  ch-rk  was  now  ordered  to  call  over  the  jury 
by  name  fingly,  to  fhew  their  reafons,  why  they 
could  or  could  not  find  the  bills.  Sundry  of  them 
refufcd  to  fay  any  more  than,  TJjat  is  our  vcrdi^. 
Others  again,  faid,  Hovj  unreafsnable^  and  agft'oiji  laiv 
it  is^  that  the  cot^rt  Jijould  endeavour  to  perjure  the  jur)\ 
by  rezcalin^  their  fecrets  in  the  face  of  the  country. 
However,  it  appeared  after  the  examination  of  the 
jury,  that  feven  were  for  finding  the  bill,  and  fifteen 
Hood  firm  againft  them  for  the  verdidl,  as  figned 
by  the  foreman.  Which  angered  the  judge  to  that 
degree,  that  he  gave  ftriil  orders  to  keep  me  more 
clofe  than  before;  threatening.  As  juflice  cannot  be 
here  c:me  at^  1  •will  fend  him  to  London^  chained  to  the 
man  of  war's  deck^  like  other  vile  criminals^  with 
his  crimes  and  7nifdcmeanours  along  with  h':m^  -which 
are  of  the  highefl  nature  and  mc'it  dcngereus  confequerce, 
as  tending  to  fubvert  both  church  and  ftate.  'When 
an  account  of  this  was  brought  me,  I  was  under  a 
great  cloud,  and  the  power  of  daricnefs  fo  very  ftrong 
upon  me,  that  I  defired  death  rather  than  life,  fear- 
ing that  if  I  was  fo  ferved,  I  Ihould  be  an  object  of 
derifion  to  rdl  on  board  ;  and  greatly  doubting  that 
I  fhould  not  be  able  to  bear  the  fufFering  wiiich  1  mult 
undergo  in  fuch  a  cafe,  v/ith  that  decency  and  honour 
that  was  requifite  in  fo  good  a  caufe. 

The  friends  left,  me  alone,  and  I  having  loft  aH 
my  faith,   which   was  ftiil  woife  than  being  alone,  I 
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thought  myfelf  the  moft  wretched  amcng  men,   and 
fcarcely  able  to   live  under  it.     At  which  time,  an 
honed  old  man  (his  name  was  Thomas  Hicks,  who 
had  been  chief  juflice  in  the  province  fome  years,  and 
well  verfed  in  the  law)  catne  to  vifit  me,  and  on  my 
{landing  up  to  flievv  my  refpeils  to  him,  he  took  me 
in  his  arms,  faluting  me  with  tears  ;   thus  exprefling 
himfclf :    '  Dear  Samuel,  the  Lord  hath  made  ufe  of 
you,   as  an    inltrument,    to  put  a    {lop    to   arbitrary 
proceedings    in   our   courts   of  ju{lice,    which    have 
met    with    great   encouragement    fince    his    lordlhip 
came  here  for  governor ;    (meaning  the  lord  Corn- 
bury,  U'ho   oppreiled   the  people   fore'y).    But   there 
has  never  fo  iuccefsful  a  ftand  been   made  again{l  it 
as    at  this    time  :   and    now,  they   threaten    to  fend 
you  to  England  chained  to  the  man  of  war's  deck : 
fear  not,  Samuel,  adds   he,  they  can  no  more  fend 
you  there  than  they  can  fend  me ;   for  the  law  both 
here  and   in  England    is  fuch,    that   every  criminal 
muft   be  tried   v.here   the   caufe  of  ailion    is;    elfe, 
why  in  England  do  they  remove  criminals  from  one 
county   to   another   to   take    their   trials    where    the 
ofFence    v/as    committed  ?    But  you   may,-  after    the 
judgment  of  the  court  is  given   againfl  you,-  bring 
your  appeal   againd  that  judgment ;    and   you  fecur- 
ing    the    payment    of  fuch    fees    as    are    commonly 
allowed  in    the   like  cafe,  they  dare   not  deny  your 
appeal.     But  the  judge  frets  bccaufa  he  cannot  have 
his   end  againft   you  :    and   beildes,   the  governor  is 
difgu{led  alfo,  he  expelling  to  have   made  confider- 
able    advantage   by   it;    but   the   country's    eyes  are 
now  opened,  and  you  are  not  now  alone,  but  it  is 
the  cafe  of  every  fubjedl ;   and  they    will  never  be 
able  now  to  get  a  jury  to  anfvver  their  end,  the  eyes 
of  the  country  are   f®  clearly  opened   by  your  cafe. 
Had,   fays  he,  the   Prefbyterians  {lood   as    you  have 
done,    they   had    not  fo  tamely   left  their   rneeting- 
houfes  to  the  church  ;  but  that   people  had  never  fo 
H  good 
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good  a  hand  'at  fufFering  in  ihe  cafe  of  CDnlience,  as 
they  have  had  in  perfccutin^  otheis  thai  differed  from 
them.'  Here  he  blamed  that  people  very  much,  for 
being  fo  compliab'e  to  a!l  the  claims  of  the  governor, 
although  never  fo  unreafonable  and  againft  law. 

And  this  honefl  man,  as  if  he  hr.d  been  fent  by 
divine  commiffion,  by  his  difcourfe  raifed  my  droop- 
ing fpirits,  renewed  my  faith,  and  I  was  quite  ano- 
ther man  :  and  as  he  faid',  fo  it  proved.  They  could 
iiot  get  the  next  jury  to  find  the  bill  againfl  me. 

But  to  return.  1  could  never  get  a  copy  of  the 
7mttimus  or  inditSlment  againft  me,  but  the  judge  gave 
the  filer! f?" orders  to  keep  me  more  clofe.  And  I  v.as 
accordingly  put  up  in  a  fmall  room  made  of  logs, 
■which  had  been  proteded  againft  as  an  unlawful  prifon 
two  vears  before  ;  but  that  made  no  difference :  I  was 
locked  up  there,  and  my  friends  denied  coming  to  me. 
I  was  now  advifed  to  demand  my  liberty,  as  a  right  due 
by  law,  and  I  did  fo :  but  it  wiis  d;:nied  me,  without 
fhewing  any  other  reafon,  than  that  I  might  thank  the 
grand  jury  for  my  then  confinement.  It  was  likewife 
thcught  proper  to  lay  the  cafe  before  the  governor 
by  petition,  and  demand  my  liberty  of  h!m  al fo ; 
which  petition  is  omitted  for  brevity's  fake.  But  all 
Was  in  vain,  for  they  were  refolved  not  to  be  {o  baffled 
bv  the  country,  they  faid,  but  they  would  bring  me 
tojuftice.  And  Keith  printed  fome  fheets,  pretending 
to  open  the  eyes  of  the  people,  faying,  that  I  had  re- 
proached the  church,  the  ( rdinanccs  and  government ; 
aggravating  the  cafe  to  the  higheft.  But  what  he 
printed  with  a  defign  to  make  my  cafe  appear  the 
worfe,  had  quite  the  contrary  effe(3:  upon  the  people, 
it  being  looked  upon  as  no  other  than  the  product  of 
envy  and  revenge  againft  the  Quakers  in  general,  and 
me  in  particular. 

However,  the  court  was  adjourned  for  fix  weeks  ; 
and  finding  myfelf  more  clofely  confined  than  before, 
;ind  not  knowing  when  or  how  it  would  end,  I  began 

to 
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to  be  very  thoughtful  wh  it  incthoJ  to  take,  not  to 
be  chargeable  to  my  friends :  and  as  I  was  hill  of 
thought  on  my  pillow  about  the  matier,  it  came  into 
my  mind  to-  try  if  I  could  lenrn  to  make  fhocs  ;  ar.d 
applying  myfeif-to  a  Scotch  churchm  jn  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, one  Charles  Wiliiams,  a  good-natured  man, 
I  maHe  a  propofal  to  buy  a  [  air  of  <liocs  of  h'm,  cut 
out  for  me  to  mal:e  up,  and  to'gi.e  iiim  the  fanie 
p'ice  as  if  made,  withitl  delning  i>im  to  let  me  have 
materials  and  tools  to  go  on  uich  tiie  work,  requell- 
ing  th,;t  he  would  be  fo  kind  as  to  (hew  me  h-rw  ta 
bcgiii  and  proceed  in  it  :  I  r'Cquaintcd  him  with  mv 
te.-ifon  for  fo  doing.  He  le,  lied,  it  is  very  honcit 
and  honourable  in  you  :  but,  added  he,  if  one  of  our 
miniil-ers  was  in  the  like  Hate,  they  would  think  it 
too  mean  for  them  to  take  up  hich  a  diminutive  prac- 
txe,  though  't  Wi.te  for  br  ad:  aiid  your  friends 
pcrhips  will  not  like  it-  However,  he  readily  fell  in 
with  me,  th;.t  if  I  could  get  ;ny  bread  with  my  own 
handi,  it  was  motl  agreeable  with  Paul's  practice  ; 
and  accordingly  nert  mornini;  he  brought  me  leather 
cut  out,  with  materials  and  tools  to  work  with,  and 
with  his  direilioii  I  clofed  one  of  the  upper  leatheis 
before  he  left  me,  and  he  put  it  on  the  laft  for  me,, 
and  by  night  I  finlihed  that  ihoe;  v^'hich  when  he 
eame  to  fee,  he  admired  it  was  fo  well  done,  fliewing 
me  how  to  mend  the  faults  in  the  next,  v^-hdch  I 
fmifhed  the  next  day;  he  then  fuppofcd  I  hid  done 
f  meihing  at  the  trade  before,  but  was  mifiaken  :  and 
when  I  would  have  paid  him,  he  refufed  it,  and  told 
me,  he  would  not  take  any  money  of  me;  fo  I  pro- 
pofed,  that  if  he  would  give  the  leather,  I  would 
give  my  u'ork  ;  and  fo  by  confent  we  gave  the  (hoes 
to  a  poor  honeft  man  that  did  go  on  erranJs  for  us 
borh.  I  had- then  mo, e  work  of  him,  and  he  was  fo 
pleafed  with  it,  that  he  would  allow  me  half  pay  for 
making  it  up,  and  was  fo  forward  to  advaiice  my 
wages  in  a  few  weeks,  that  unlefs  I  would  take  full 
V      H  2  pay^ 
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p;iy,  he  cheerfully  told  me,  I  muft  look  out  for  another 
maimer.  1  as  pleafantly  replied,  I  did  not  defire  to 
change.  Well  then,  replied  he,  I  fell  the  (hoes  you 
make  for  as  much  as  any  of  the  like  fizes  made  in 
my  (hop. 

I  made  fuch  improvement  in  this  bufineff,  that  I 
could  in  a  little  time  earn  fifteen  fhillings  per  week, 
being  three  fhilliiigs  their  money  for  making  a  pair 
of  large  man's  fhoe?,  which  was  my  chief  work. 
Now  their  /hilling  was  about  n'ne-pence  fterling. 
This  new  trade  was  of  very  great  fe  vice  to  me, 
by  both  diverting  body  and  mind  ;  and  finding 
I  now  cculd  fupply  my  own  wants  with  my  own 
hand?,  it  gave  me  great  cafe  indeed  :  but  fome 
t>i?nds  were  uneafi,'  that  I  (hould  do  it,  as  fuppofing 
it  would  be  to  their  diihonour  j  but  othi-rs  again  were 
glad,  and  thought  it  a  great  honour  to  ihe  caiife  of 
the  gofpel  ;  and  they  rejoiced  wi:h  thankful  hearts 
that  I  fucceeded  fo  well. 

Going  on  thus  fome  weeks,  my  kind  m.after  came 
one  morning,  and  dil  not  bring  fo  much  work  as 
before.  1  afkcd  him  the  reafon  ;  add  ng  pleafantly, 
V\  hat  doth  my  credit  fink,  iha:  I  have  no  more  work 
brought?  He  fmilin^  faid  !  it  i-  not  beft  to  truft  goal 
birds  too  far,  and  i  am  now  refolved  you  fhall  work 
no  more  for  me  after  thefe  I  have  now  bi ought.  Whyf 
what  is  the  matter?  faid  I.  He  jsdded,  you  fhall  be  a 
n.after  as  well  as  1.  How  can  th.it  be  ?  fiiid  I.  He  re- 
pli'.d,  you  fhall  have  leati.er  of  your  own,  and  by  d(jing 
thit  you  may  gc t  eighr-pence,  ten-pence,  or  a  fhilling 
a  pa'r,  more  \  rofit  th^n  you  do  now.  But  I  told  him 
I  had  rather  work  journey-work  for  him  than  do  fo : 
for  I  knew  not  how  to  get  leather  and  other  materials, 
and  when  I  had  it,  I  was  a  ftranjer  to  the  cutting  it 
cut.  Trouble  not  yourfelf  about  th it,  faid  he,  for  I 
will  do  all  this  for  you  :  and  fo  he  did  with  much 
cheerfulnefs,  delighting  to  ferve  me  ef?e£lually. 

I  wcat.. 
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r  went  on  thus  for  fevcral  months,  and  he  cnme  to 
me  every  day  once  or  twice,  and  was  a  very  cheerful 
pleafant  tempered  man,  but  too  much  addiiled  to  take 
delight  In  fome  of  his  neighbours  company,  who  too 
often  were  difguifed  with  ftronj;  liquor,  and  he  would 
often  fay,  if  y^>u  were  to  coiitinue  hire,  I  fliou'd  over- 
come it,  and  I  verily  believe  (hould  be  a  fober  Quaker. 
I  told  him  he  muft  leave  the  co'npany  he  too  much 
frequented  ;  which  he  not  obf.Mving,  I  heard  afterward 
they  proved  very  hurtful  to  him.  We  had  very  often 
ferious  converf<ition  about  religion,  and  it  ajipcared 
to  me,  he  had  been  favoured  with  an  enlightene.i  un- 
(lerftanding,  ;tnd  would  confef^,  if  there  was  any  luch 
thing  as  pi  caching  Chrift  truly,  it  was  amongll  the 
Qiiakers  j  for  both  Churchmen,  Prefbyterians,  Irdc- 
pendents,  and  others,  all  preach  themfelves,  and  for 
their  own  advantage  in  this  world ;  fo  that  if  there 
was  no  pay,  there  would  be  no  preaching.  He  fre- 
quently attended  our  meetings  for  a  time. 

But  to  re'urn  to  the  proceedings  of  the  court, 
which  adjourned  from  the  4ih  day  of  the  firft  month 
1702  3,  for  abo!;t  fix  weeks,  mid  fo  continued  by 
feveial  adjournments  to  the  laft  day  of  the  eighth 
month  following.  The  occafioi\  of  thefc  adjourn- 
ments was  this  :  Judge  Bridges  was  ill,  and  had  been 
for  fome  time  declining,  hut  was  expc(5led  to  be  able 
to  attend  the  fervice  of  the  court,  and  take  venge- 
ance on  me  and  the  Qi_iakers,  none  lieing  thought  fo 
fit  for  that  work  as  he  ;  ^et  he  never  did,  but  died 
fome  mon'hs  bcfcre  I  was  fet  at  liberty. 

1  had  in  this  ti  re  of  confinvment  fmidry  vlfit^, 
two  of  wh  ch  vvfre  more  remarkable  than  the  reft; 
The  firft  was  by 'an  Indian*  king,  with  three  of  his 
chief  men  with  him  •,  and  the  oher  by  one  John  Rogers 
from  New  London,  and  he  fth  d  with  me  from  the  time 
he  came  about  fix  days.  An  ablhact  of  both  conj. 
fc;ences  are  as  follow,  viz. 

H  3  I  fliaU. 


78  THE  LIFE   AND  TRAVELS  OF 

I  (hall  firfl:  take  notice  of  the  conference  with  the 
Indian  king,  as  he  ftiled  himfelf;  but  his  n:ition  was 
much  wafted  and  almoft  extin6l,  fo  that  he  had  but 
a  fmall  people  to  rule.  However,  there  was  in  him 
fome  marks  of  fuperiority  abov^e  the  other  three  who 
attended  him,  who  Ihewed  fome  regard  to  him  as 
their  fovereign. 

This  Indian,  with  thefe  his  attendants,  came  ta 
vifit  me,  and  flaid  fome  time,  enquiring  the  caufc 
of  my  confinement:  an  account  of  , which  I  gave 
them  as  intelligibly  as  I  could,  finding  they  underftood 
Englifti  better  than  they  could  fpeak  it.  The  con- 
ference was  moftly  between  the  king  and  me,  the  reft 
but  very  feldom  putting  in  a  word. 

The  king  afkeJ,  if  I  was  a  Chriflian?  I  told  him 
J  was.  And  are  they^  faid  he,  Chr'ifiians  too  that  keep 
you  here?  I  faid  they  profefTed  themfelves  to  be  fo. 
Then  he  and  his  company  fhewed  their  admiration, 
that  one  Chriftian  could  do  thus  to  another.  And  then 
he  enquired  concerning  the  difference  between  me 
•jnd  them.  I  replied,  itconfifted  of  fiindry  particulars  j 
^rft,  My  adverfaries  hold  v.-ith  fprinkiing  a  little 
water  on  the  face  of  an  iiU'ant,  ufing  a  form  of 
words,  and  the  ceremony  of  making  the  fign  of  a 
crofs  with  their  finger  of  the  babe's  foreher.d,  call- 
ing this  baptifm,  and  urging  it  as  efiential  to  future 
happinefs :  and  I,  with  my  brethren,  can  fee  no 
good  in  this  ceremony.  Here  they  talked  one  with 
another  again,  but  I  underftood  them  not.  After 
Vv'hich  they  afKed  me,  If  I  thought  there  ivas  nothing  in 
this  ceremony  of  good^  to  fecure  our  future  happinefs  ? 
I  faid,  I  fee  nothing  of  good  in  it.  /  -Mas  right^  they 
faid,  neither  do  we :  afking,  wherein  do  you  further 
differ  from  than  ?  I  proceeded,  That  they  held  it  need- 
ful to  take,  at  certain  times,  a  piece  of  bread  to  eat,, 
with  a  fmall  quantity  of  wine  to  drink  after  it  is  con- 
fecrated,  as  they  call  it,  which  they  pretend  to  do  in. 
remembrance  of  Chrift  our  Saviour,   urging   ibis  as 

nccclfarv 
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neceflary  to  our  future  happineG,  as  the  forsner,  call- 
ino;  this  the  Lord's  fupper.      He  told  me,  that  they  had 
feeii   both   thefe  cereiponies  put    in    practice   by  the 
Pre{b)terians,  but  could  not  underftand,  that  if  it  was  a 
fupper,  why  they  ufed  it  in  the  middle  of  the  day  ;  but 
they  looked   upon   them  both  as  very  infignificant  to 
the  end   propofed  ;   faying,  The  Mang  Moncttay  looked 
at  the  heart.,  hovu  it  %vas  devottd,  and  not  at  thcfe  chtldijh 
things.   Afk'ing.,  wherein  do  you  differ  further  from  them  ? 
I  proceeded,  thut  they  held  it  lawful  to  kill  and  defl-roy 
their  enemies  ;  but  we  cannot  think  that  good  and  right 
in  us ;  but  rather  endeavour  to  overcome  our  enemies 
v/ith  courteous  and  friendly  offices  and  kindnefs,  and 
to  affuage  their   wrath  by  mildnefs    and    perfuafion, 
and  bring  them  to  confider  the  injury  they  are  doing 
to   fuch  as  cannot  in  confcience  revenge  themfelves 
again.      He  afTented,  that  this  ivas  good  :  but  who  can 
do  ity  faid  he  ;    zuhen  my  enemies  fe:k  my  Fife^  how  can 
1  do  other  than  ufe  my  endeavour  .to  dejhoy  ihtm  in  my 
own  defence?  My  anfwer  was,  That  unlefs  we  v/ere 
under  the  government  of  a  better  fpirit  than  our  ene- 
mies,  we  could  not  do  it ;   but'  if  we  are  under  the 
government  of  the  good   fpirit,  which  feeks   not  to 
deftroy  mens  live?,  but  to  fave  them,  and  teaches  us 
to  do  good  for  evil,   and  to  forgive  injuries,  then  we 
can   fubmit  to  Providence,  putting  our  truft   in  the 
great  God  to  fave  us  from  the  violence  and  wrath  of 
our  enemies.     The  king  faid.  Indeed  this  is  very  goodi 
but  do  you  do  thus  whefj  provoked  by  your  cmmies  ?  I 
faid,  fundry  of  our  friends  had  done  fo,  and  been  faved 
from  the  rage  of  their  enemies,   who  liave  confeffed 
our  friends  to  be  good   men.     Jy,  faid   he,  they  are 
oood  indeed  i  for  if  all  came  i?ito  this  zuay,  there  would 
then  be  no  more   need  of  war^  nor  killing  one  the  other 
to  enlarge  their  kingdoms,  nor  one  nation  want  to  over-' 
come  another.     I  then  afked   him,   if  this  was  not  a 
right  principle  ;   and    what  would  much  add  to  the 
happinefs  of  mankind  ?    They    all   four  faid,  ;/  zuas 

very 
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very  gocd  indeed  \  hut  feared  few  would  eynhrace  this 
dotirine.     I  iaid,  all  things  have  their  beginnings,  and 
it  is  now  our  duty  to  embrace  this  truth,  hoping  that 
others  by  this  example  itj^-v  do  the  fame.     They  Jifted 
up  their  eyes  as  a  token  of  their  afTent,  {hewing  by 
their  words  their  defire  that  this  good    fpirit   might 
prevail  in  the  world:   'Ihen^   {■a.A  xhcy^f.  things  tvill  go. 
well.      But  xvhcre'niy  added  he,  do  you  differ  more  from 
them?   I  faiJ,  we  held  it  unlawful    to  fwear  in  any 
cafe  ;   but  our  advcrfaries  did  not.     I  found  they  had 
not  any  notion  about  or:thf,  and  fo  they  dropt  it,  be- 
\\\2,  dejirous  of  introducing  another  fubje6t;  for  having 
obferved  our  friends  behavioui"  in  not  pulling  ofF their 
hats  as  others  did,  they  wanted  to  know  our  reafons  for. 
it :  I  Hud,  uncovering  our  heads  was  a  token  of  honour 
we  piid  to  the  great  God  in  our  prayers  to  him  ;  and. 
we  thought  any  ho  r.  a  ire  equal  to  it  ought  not  to  b« 
given  to  any  of  his  creatures.  They  faid,  it  was  all  very 
good.     Then  we  fate  filcnt  fome  time  ;  and  I  afked 
them,  what  they  thought  of  the  great  God  ?  One  of 
them  took  a  piece  of  a  wood  coal  from  the  hearth,, 
like   charcoal    half  burnt,    and   ,made  a  black  circle 
therewi  h  on  the  hearth-ftone,  and  faid,  they  believed 
the  great  God  (or  Moncttay,  as  they  then  called  him) 
to  b    all  eye^  that  he  faw  every  thing   at  once;   and  all. 
ear^  that   he  heard  every  thing  in  like  vmnver ;  and  all 
7jur.^y  that  he  knew  all  things-^  and  nothing  could  be  hid 
from  his  fight.,  hearing.^  or  knowledge.     Then  I  afked. 
What  ihey  thought  of  the  devil  ?   (or  bad  Monettayj. 
as  they  called  him).  They  faid,  they  did  not  look  upon 
h's  pov/er  independent  from  the  good  Mor.etta}',  bur 
that  what  he  did  was  by  permiHion;  nor  indeed  did 
they  think  he  had  any  power  at  all,  but  what  was  given 
or  fuffered  for  him  to  excrcife  over  Indians,   to  bring 
about  fome  good  defigns  of  the  good  Mcnettay  for  their 
advantage,    to   reclaim    them    when    ihey   were  bad, 
ar,d  difper fed  the  good  Monettay :    for  they  believed' 
the  good  Monettay  had  all  power,  yet  he  employed  his 
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fervants  or  angels,  as  we  term  them,  to  execute  his 
will.  And  the  Indian  that  made  the  circle,  defcribed 
four  feveral  {m?M  circles  on  the  edge  of  the  great 
one,  and  they  fliewed  their  opinion  how  their  little 
gods  were  employed  to  chaftize  the  Indians  when  bad, 
and  to  comfort  and  encourage  them  in  good  :  they 
like  wife  fuppofed  the  four  fmall  circles  to  anfvver  to 
the  four  quarters  of  the  world;  that  they  had  infe- 
riors under  them  again  to  execute  their  will  when  they 
received  a  commiffion  from  that  great  mind  ;  but  that 
all  derived  their  power  from  the  Supreme  eye,  ear, 
and  mind  ;  demonftrating  their  meaning  by  compa- 
rifon  thus  :  As  fuppofing  the  Indians  bad,  the  good 
Monettay  fees  it,  and  he  gives  orders  to  that  in  the 
north,  and  by  him  to  them  under  him,  whereby  we 
are  by  hard  frofls,  great  fnows,  and  cold  winds  in 
the  winter,  very,  rruch  aSlicled  with  Vv'ant  of  food, 
and  with  cold  ;  and  in  the  fummer,  either  extreme 
heat  or  wet  prevent  the  fruits  of  the  earth  from 
coming  to  perfedtion,  until  we  be  made  humble  and 
good:  then  we  pray  for  relief,  and,commiffi.on  is 
given  to  the  Mone.tay  in  the  fouth,  and  by  him  to  them 
under  him,  whereby  we  have  warm  winds,  and  plea- 
fant  rains  in  the  fpring,  that  makes  Teo-Cod  (mean- 
ings bucks)  eafy  to  be  taken,  and  fat,  &c.  And  in 
the  fummer,  fruitful  good  weather,  neither  too  wet 
nor  too  dry.  Thus  they  account  for  all  reigning  dif- 
tempers,  and  common  calamitie«  by  fickntrfs  or  fa- 
mine ;  and  on  the  other  fide,  health  and  plenty,  &c. 
fo  in  like  manner  for  war  and  peace,  viz.  when  twa 
nations  are  both  wicked,  they  are  ftirred  up  to  de- 
ftroy  each  other,  either  by  the  devil^  or  by  fome  of 
thefe  Monettays  by  him  employed,  &c.  I  then  pro-» 
ceeded  to  query,  what  thoughts  they  had  of  a  future 
ftate  after  this  life  ?  firft  defu'lng  to  have  their  opi- 
nion, whether  they  did  not  think  they  had  a  part  ia 
them  that  wowld  never  die?  which  they  readily  granted^ 
and  gave  me  their  opinion,  what  both  the  ftate  of  the 
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good  and  bad  Indians  would  be  in  the  other  world  j 
that  the  good  Ind'ans  would  go  into  the  fouth  and 
fouth-weft,  where  it  was  very  warm  and  pleafant,  and 
plenty  of  all  things  both  for  pleafure  and  profit :  as 
luppofing,  that  they^ihould  have  the  delight  of  enjoying 
the  comforts  of  eaiing,  d; inking,  hunting,  and  all 
other  pleafuies  they  enjoyed  here,  in  a  more  agreeable 
way  to  footh  and  pleaie  t!;eir  defires,  than  ever  they 
could  in  this  world.  Thus  they  difcribcd  heaven,  as 
beft  fuited  their  natural  fcnfeSj  enJeavouring  ro  inftit 
into  their  youth,  as  ihey  faid,  principles  of  virtue  and 
juftice,  that  Vv'htn  thev  die,  as  to  this  world,  they  may 
be  fit  and  v>'orthy  of  this  good  country  or  heav  n> 
where  it  always  is  ferene  and  quiet,  no  niviht,  nor 
winter  in  this  brave  pleaiant  country  ,  but  al)  things 
are  plei-ity,  very  good,  well  and  comfortable.  But 
then,  the  wicked  and  b  .d  Indians,  when  they  die,  go 
into  the  north  and  north -weft,  a  country  extreme 
co!d,  dark,  and  unplcaliint';.  no  fun-lhine  i  they  en- 
deavour to  get  fomething  to  fati=fy  their  hunger,  but 
cannor,  for  the  i^^'!?-f^.o^/ are  very  poor,  and  they  can 
not  catch  thtm  j  fo  in  this  exircmity  they  defire  to 
die,  but  cannot ;  nor  can  ihey  find  any  means  to  put 
an  end  to  this  milerable  and  wretched  life,  but  they 
muit  continue  in  forrow  and  trouble  without  any 
hopes  of  end*  Thus  they  deicrihed  thf-ir  thoughts  of 
a  future  ftate,  e'ther  in  heaven  or  in  hell,  according 
to  their  notions  ot  both. 

I  then  turi:ie.l  my  difcourfe  and  ad^eJ  them,  zvhct 
they  thought  (.f  a  cod  fpirit  th/it  ivas  prtjent  ivith  thtm 
in  their  minds  f  (finding  ihey  had  no  noiion  of  Chrifl^ 
as  to  his  bodily  appearance)  they  readily  acknowledged, 
that  a  good  fpirit  attended  them,  and  did  reprove,  or 
make  them  forrowful  when  they  did  badly  :  they  like- 
vife  did  believe,  the  bad  Monettay,  or  devil,  did  per- 
(Liade  them  in  their  niinds  to  evil,  and  the  more  they 
ftrove  againft  the  devil,  and  prayed  for  flrength,  by 
aud  from  the  good  and  great  A,Ionettay,thc  more  they. 

grey  a  lied: 


SAMUEL    BOWNA?.  83 

prevailed  over^lhefe  evil  and  wicked  temptations  of 
tlie  devil  in  iheir  own  minds,  which  had,  they  faid, 
no  power  to  lead  them  into  evil,  but  by  their  own 
confent ;  nor  could  do  them  any  hurt  if  they  did  not 
yield  to  his  alluring  and  deceitful  temptations.  1 
further  enquired,  if  all  the  Indians  were  much  of  the 
fame  in'incl  in  thefe  matters  ?  But  they  could  not  re- 
(b've  me. 

1  alfo  enquired,  whether  any  amongst  them  were 
looked  upon  as  inftru6lors,  ?fiore  than  others  ?  They 
faid.  No;  but  the  head  cf  every  family  ou:^ht  to  do 
their  beft  endeavours  to  inftru6l  their  families,  but  it 
was  negledled  ;  yet  they  retained  tie  pradtice  of  com- 
ing all  together  once  in  a  year,  and  the  elder  did  advifc 
the  younger,  what  their  parents  and  elders  had  told 
them,  and  thus  they  tranfmitted  the  knowledge  of 
former  things  from  one  generation  to  another,  by 
having  them  repeated  in  thei'e  aflemblies. 

Here  our  conference  ended  :  and  as  I  could  treat 
them  with  fome  refrefliment,  I  did,  which  they  thank- 
fully received  ;  and  we  parted  in  great  friendfhip  and 
love,  after  a  ftay  of  one  night  and  almoft  two  days. 

Some  weeks  after  this,  John  Rogers,  a  feveiith  day 
Baptift,  from  xVew  London  in  New  England,  came 
near  two  hundred  miles  on  purpofe  to  vifit  me  ;  he 
was  the  chief  elder  of  that  fociety  called  by  other  peo- 
ple Qiiaker  Baptift?,  as  imagining  (though  falfely) 
that  both  in  their  principles  and  doctrines  they  feemed 
one  with  us  ;  whereas  they  difFered  from  us  in  thefe 
material  particulars,  viz.  about  the  feventh  day  fab- 
bath,  and  in  making  ufe  of  baptil'm  in  water  to  grown 
perfons,  after  the  manner  of  other  Baptifts,  and  ufmg 
the  ceremony  of  bread  and  wine  as  a  communion,  and 
alfo  of  anointing  the  fick  with  oil  :  nor  did  they  ad- 
mit of  the  light  of  truth^  or  manifejlation  of  the  Jpirit, 
but  only  to  believers  ;  alled2:ing  Scripture  for  the 
whole.  They  bore  a  noble  teftimony  againft  fight' 
ingf  /wearing^  vain  compkmeJitSy  and  the  fuperjiiiious 
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obfervation  of  days,  for  which  he  had  endured  fundry 
long  imprifonments,  and  other   very  great  fufftrings 
befides,  both  of  body  and  goods.     He    was  a  prifoner 
when  William  Edmundfon  was  in  that  coujnry,  (fee 
his  journal  page  90)  and  had  by  fufFerings  obtained 
fo  complete  a  vidlory  over  his  oppofers,  that  now  they 
took  no  notice  of  him,  he  might  do  and  fay  what  he 
pkafed  :  but  he  thought  himfelf,  that  he  had  carried 
his  oppofition  to  the  obfervation  of  the   firft  day  as  a 
fabbath  a  little  too  far  at  times,  fo  that  he   would  do 
all  forts  of  work,  yea,  drive  goods  or  merchandize  of 
fundry  forts  in  a  wheelbarrow,  and  expofe  them  to 
fale  before  the  pulpit,  when  the  prieft  was  about  the 
middle  of  his  difcourfe,  if  he  was  not  hindered,  which 
fometime?,  though  but  feldom,  happened  j  and  would 
do  any  other  kind  of  labour,  letting  the  people  know 
his  reafon  for  fo  doing,  was  to  expofe  their  ignorance 
and    fuperftition   in  obferving  that  day,  which    had 
more  of  law  than  gofpel  in  it,  for  Chrift  was  the  true 
fabbath  of  believers ;     wiihal    adding,    that  he   was 
ra'tfed  up  for  that  very  end.     They  admitted  women 
to  fpeak  at  their  meetings,  (believing  fome  qualified 
by  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  for  that  work)  and  fometimes 
they  had  but  very  little  faid  in  their  meetings   and 
fometimes  they  were  wholly  filent,  though  not  often  ; 
for  they  admitted  any  one,  who  wanted  information 
concerning  the  meaning  of  any  text,  to  put  the  quef- 
tion,  and   it   was  then  expounded  and  fpoken  to,  as 
they  underftood  it :  And  one  being  admitted  to  fhew 
his  diflent,  with  his  reafons  for  it:  thus,  faid  he,  we 
improve  our  ynuth  in  Scripture  kyiozvkdge.  I  afked  him, 
if  they  did  not  fometimes  carry  their  difference  in  fen- 
timents   too  far    to  their  hurt  ?     He    acknowledged 
there  was  danger  in  doing  fo,  but  they  guarded  againft 
it  as  much  as  they  could. 

He  gave  me  a  large  account  of  the  conference  he 
had  with  William  Edmundfon,  and  told  me,  that 
nothing  ever  gave  him  fo  much  trouble  and  clofe  un- 
eafmefs,  as  his  oppofing  William  Edmundfon  at  that 

time 
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time  did,  defiring  mc,  if  I  lived  to  fee  William  Ed- 
nmndfon,  to  acquaint  him  with  the  fincere  forrow 
that  he  had  upon  his  mind  for  that  night's  work. 

At  my  return,  I  acquainted  William  Edmuncfoti 
therewitn,  who  defired  me,  if  I  Uved  to  fee  him  again, 
to  let  him  know  that  it  was  the  truth  William  Ed- 
mundfon  bore  teftimony  to  that  he  oppofed,  and  there- 
fore it  was  no  wonder  that  he  v/as  fo  much  troubled 
for  his  foolifh  attempt  therein. 

He  gave  me  an  account  of  his  convincement  and 
coiiverfion,  which  was  very  large,  and  although  at 
firft  it  was  agreeable  and  very  entertaining,  yet  by  his 
fpinning  of  it  out  fo  long,  he  made  it  difagreeablc,  for 
he  ft  aid  with  me  five  or  fix  days,  and  it  was  the  great* 
eft  part  of  his  difcourfe  all  that  time,  although  I  ditl 
fundry  times  ftart  other  fubjecls,  which  he  would 
foori  get  off",  and  go  on  about  his  own  experiences. 

I  queried,  ivhy  he  was  fo  very  ft  iff"  about  the  fc-vsiith 
day^  and  whether^  upon  a  mild  coufideration  of  the  op~ 
pojition  he  gave  about  their  fabbath^  it  was  not  by  him 
carried  too  for  P  He  acknowledged,  that  he  did  not 
at  firft  fee  clearly  into  the  true  meaning  of  tlie  fabbath, 
but  that  the  provocaions  he  met  uith  from  the 
priefts,  (who  ftirred  up  the  p'^ople  and  mobag  dnft 
him)  might  fometimes  urge  him  fariher  than  he  was 
afterwards  eafy  with,  in  opp.)fing  them;  but  wiicn 
he  kept  his  place,  he  had  inexpreflible  comfort  and 
peace  in  what  he  did  ;  adding,  thai  the  ivrath  of  man 
works  not  the  rightcoufne/s  of  God. 

I  queried  with  him,  why  they  kept  to  the  ife  of  bread 
and  wine^  and  plunging  or  dipping  into  waier^  fince  he 
taught  his  people  to  put  no  confidence  in  thoje  cereinonies^ 
by  fuppoftng  any 'virtue  or  holinejs  in  tha/iF  He  re- 
plied, that  they  did  it  for  the  fake  of  thofe  who  were 
weak  in  faith  j  adding,  that  if  our  friends  had  taken 
thofe  tv/o  facraments  along  with  thern,  they  would 
have  driven  all  before  them.     This  led  us  into  a  long 
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conference,  the  fubflance  of  which   was  to  the  eWed: 
•following  : 

He  fpoke  very  much  of  his  fatisA^ftion  and  unity 
with  George  Fox,  John  Stubbs,  John  I'urnyeat,  and 
William  Edmundfon,  as  the  Lord's  fervants,  with 
fundry  others  of  the  firft  vifitors  of  that  country,  that 
he  knew  them  to  be  fent  of  God,  and  that  they  had 
carried  the  reformation  farther  than  any  of  the  Pro- 
teflants  ever  did  before  them,  fmce  the  general  apof- 
tacy  from  the  purity"  both  of  faith  and  doctrine  ;  firft, 
the  church  of  England,  they  did  nothing  in  the  end 
but  made  an  Englifli  tranflation  of  the  Latin  fervice 
tifed  before  ;  the  Prefbytcrians  they  dilfented,  and  the 
Indf  pendant?,  but  came  not  to  the  root  of  the  matter  ; 
the  Baptifts  diflented  from  all  the  other  three,  but 
went  not  through.  Upon  which,  though  I  could  not 
wholly  agree  with  him  in  his  aflertions,  I  queried,  if 
he  thought  that  all  thefe  feveral  fteps  of  the  Englifli 
church  from  popery,  the  Prefbytcrians  and  Independ- 
ants  from  the  Englifh  church,  and  the  Baptifls  from 
all  three  of  them,  had  not  fomething  of  good  in  them  ? 
viz.  I  mean,  v»'hether  the  firft  concerned  in  diflent- 
in»  from  Popery,  though  they  afterwards  refted  too 
much  in  the  form  of  worftiip  in  the  epifcopal  way, 
had  not  the  aid  of  Chrift's  fpirit  to  af^ift  them  in 
their  diffent  ?  And  fo  for  all  the  reft.  This  he  did 
readily  grant  to  be  a  great  truth  ;  and  fo  allowing, 
that  the  firft  reformers  were  a6ted  by  divine  light, 
and  being  faithful  to  what  was  made  known  to  them, 
had  their  reward  ;  and  their  fucceflbrs  fate  down  in 
that  form  their  prec'ecefTors  left  them  in,  but  did  not 
ree-ard  that  pcuvcr  and  life  by  which  they  were  adied, 
and  fo  became  zealots  for  that  form,  but  oppofed  the 
power.  And  this,  faid  he,  is  the  true  caufe  of  the 
ieveral  ftcfs  of  difi'tnt  one  from  another;  and  the  rea- 
frn  yihy  there  is  fo  little  Chriftian  love,  and  fo  much 
bitternefs  and  envy  ore  againft  another,  is  their  fet- 
tir."-  down  contented,  each  in  their  own  form,  with- 
out 
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out  the  power,  fo  that  they  are  all  in  one  and  the 
fame  ipirit,  ailing  their  part  in  the  feveral  forms  oi 
worfhip  in  their  own  wills  and  time,  net  only  oppo- 
fing  the  fpirit  of  truth,  but  making  k  the  object  of 
their  fcorn,  and  thofe  who  adhere  to  it  the  fubjecl  of 
their  reproach,  contempt,  and  envy  :  and  this  is  t'le 
foundation  (<f  ptrfecution,  faid  he.  But  we  fliall, 
faid  I,  digrefs  too  far  from  v/hat  we  had  in  view  : 
thou  allowefl:  the  aforementioned  friends  to  hefervants 
of  Chri/i^  and  guidfd  by  his  word,  and  that  they  ad- 
vanced the  reformation  higher  than  any  had  done  be- 
fore them  ;  and  it  is  plain  they  had  a  concern  to  lay 
afide  fighting,^  f-wear'mg^  vain  compliments^  as  well  as 
hapt'jm  and  bread  and  ixine^  thefe  txvo  Sacraments^  as 
you  call  them  ;  and  as  you  continue  in  the  praclice- 
of  them,  it  mufl  be  in  your  own  zvi/Ij.  and  not  in  the 
Will  of  God,  by  thy  own  confeffion.  How  (hi  thouy 
fad  he,  make  that  cut?  Thu'-,  faid  I;  firfl:,  thou 
alloweft  thofe  of  our  friends  to  be  true  minifters,  and 
declareft  thy  unity  with  them  as  fuch,  and' they  had 
a  concern  to  draw  peoples  minds  from  depending; 
upon  thefe  fhadovvs  to  truft  in  the  fubftance  :  now 
how  could  this  be  fo  effectually  done,  as  by  perfuad- 
ing  the  people  to  difcontinue  the  ufe  of  thofe  fn ad ows? 
For  whilft  they  did  ufe  them,  though  at  the  fame 
time  they  were  told,  there  was  nothing  in  them,  yet. 
weak  minds  would  ftill  retain  fome  regard,  as  though 
they  had  fome  real  good  in  them,  when  in  truth  there 
was  none.  But  if  our  friends  had  a  concern  from 
the  Lord  to  do  this,  how  canft  thou  in  reafon  fuppofe, 
that  by  the  fame  fpirit  you  had  a  concern  from  the 
Lord  to  continue  in  the  performance  of  them,  unlefs 
thou  wilt  fuppofe  contradictory  principles  and  doc- 
trines proceed  from  that  good  fpirit ;  which  I  hope  is 
far  from  thy  thoughts.  Yea^  faid  he,  jo  that  is  indeed. 
Add:ng,  we  do  not  acl  fo,  for  we  fay  as  you  do,  that. 
there  is  nothing  in  thefe  ceremonies  but  a  fign  ;  it  is  the 
power  of  an  endlefs  life  that  we  perfuade  them  to. 
I  2  feek- 
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feek  for  in  themfelvc?,  and  not  to  look  on  thefe  as 
iiny  advantage  in  a  fpiriiuai  fcnfe  at  all.  Then,  faid 
I,  you  had  better  do  ss  we  do,  "wholly  lay  them  afide  ; 
pray  remember  the  brazen  ferpent  that  proved  a  fnare 
to  Ifrael,  f;;id  I  :  but  he  would  not  yield  to  this. 
Then  I  aflced  him,  if  he  thought  either  of  thefe  cere- 
monies of  more  ufe  than  the  other  ?  A^^,  replied  he; 
fet  one  afide,  and  fet  both,  for  there  is  no  more  vir- 
tue in  one  than  the  other.  1  then  queried  with  him, 
if  ever  he  haid  feen  a  ffnall  treatife  entitled  the  Doc- 
trine of  Baptifms,  wrote  in  Cromwell's  time  by  one 
William  Dell  ?  he  never  heard  of  fuch  a  book,  he 
faid.  I  had  it  by  me,  and  turning  to  the  preface  m 
the  lall  paragraph,  vv'here  the  author  in  a  prophetick 
way  has  thefe  words,  '  But  becaufe  I  fee  this  prefent 
generation  fo  rooted  and  builr  up  in  the  dot^irine  of 
men,  I  have  the  lefs  hope  that  this  truth  will  prevail 
with  them;  and  therefore  I  appeal  to  the  next  gene- 
ration, which  will  be  farther  removed  from  thefe  evil?, 
and  v.'ill  be  brought  nearer  to  the  word,  but  efpe- 
cially  to  that  people  whom  God  hath  and  fhall  form 
by  his  Spirit  for  himfelf,  for  thefe  only  will  be  able 
to  make  juft  and  righteous  judgment  in  this  matter, 
feeing  they  have  the  Anointing  to  be  their  teacher, 
and  the  Lamb  to  be  their  lij^ht.'  Having  read  this 
paragraph,  he  took  the  book  and  read  it  to  himfelf, 
and  was  filent  until  I  obferved  to  him,  that  the  au- 
thor plainly  pointed  at  our  people.  He  allowed  there 
was  reafcn  fo  to  think.  By  this  time  it  was  late, 
and  I  defired  him  to  take  the  book,  read  and  confider 
it,  and  let  me  have  his  though's  the  next  day.  So 
for  that  tiiViC  we  pai  ted,  and  he  eame  not  till  late  in 
the  afternoon  next  d.^y,  although  he  lodged  hard  by 
the  place  of  my  coi.tinement.  And  when  he  came, 
tyld  me  he  had  read  it  carefully,  and  confidered  it 
clo'e'y,  confeffing  that  it  was  the  language  of  the 
Spirit,  and  true  do6liine.  I  told  him,  now  I  hoped 
thut  he  was  fatisfied,  that  it   v^'as  moll  lafe  for  them, 

to 
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to  lay  thefe  fhadows  afide,  and  labour  to  bring  their 
people  to  the  fubftance.  He  allowed  that  it  might  be 
proper  to  do  fo.  But,  added  he,  it  iniit  be  done 
with  great  care  and  tendernefs,  left  I'omc  Ihould  be 
hurt  by  it.  To  which  1  replied,  they  would  be  more 
in  danger  to  be  hurt  by  following  thefe  fh^dowy  ob- 
lervadons,  in  which  they  could  have  n j  benefit,  and 
continuing  in  them  might  be  a  means  to  lead  them 
into  fuperdition  and  idolatry,  and  make  them-  fit 
down  and  take  their  reft  in  the  fhaduws,  and.  feek 
no  farther. 

Having  faid  what  we  could,  both  of  us  dropped  it 
by  confent ;  and  after  foine  Ihort  paufe   (for  he  could 
not  long  be  filent)  we   fell  on  the  fubject  of  tle6lion 
and  reprobation,  he  aflerting,  that  iaving   light  and 
grace  was  only  given  to  the  elecl:,  or  true  believers, , 
and  the  reft  were  blinded.      1  alledged  the  contrary  : 
that  an  offer  of  divine  love  was  made  to   all,  but  all 
did   not  make   good    ufe   of  it  :   io  to  argument  we 
went,  and  I  requefted  the  reafun  for  his  belief  in  thi» 
do6frine  ?   defiring  him  firft  to  explain  hlmlelf,  whe- 
ther he  thought  that  reprobates  were  from  their  era- • 
dies  or  births  fo  fixed,  that  no  means  ordained -could  > 
alter  it  ?      He  paufed  fome  time,  and  at  Lift  faid,  All 
things  with  God  are  poflible  ;  but  from  the  doctrine  • 
of  Paul,   Rom.  ix.   it  plainly  appears,  fays  he,  to  be 
fo,  and  that  God  is  glorified  by  both,  as  in  the  cafe. 
of  Pharaoh.       I    replied,    Pharaoh's  cafe    could  not  . 
properly  be  adapti.d  to  this  do6trine,  becaufe  it  was 
in  itfelf  peculiarly  mtendeo  for  the  convincing  of  tne 
Egyptians,  as  well  as  the  reit  of  mankind  j  thac  he  ■ 
(God)   Was   the  only  all  powerful-  God,    worthy  of  = 
obedience,  and  that  the  life  and  jiower  of  kings,  was 
in  him  ;  and  to  conl.rm  that  weak  people  the  Jews, 
that    if  'hv'y  haned   upontnat  God   who   hau  done 
all  this   be;ore.   their    eyes,    they   need  not    fear,  tne 
wrath    of  kings,    though    accompanied    with. itrong 
and  numerous  armies  j    for   God,    v>ho  bad  cholen 
I  3  therriy , 
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them,  could  foon  overthrow  their  enemie<:,  and  fave 
them  by  a  mighty  deliverance  from  their  rage  and 
wrath  :  but  how  this  can  be  brought  to  fupport 
eleclion  and  reprobation  as  now  it  is  underftood, 
and  preached  up  by  fundry  pretended  teachers,  I  fee 
not:  I  therefore  delire  that  thou  wouldeft  explain  it 
as  thou  underftands  it.  He  then  proceeded  as  fol- 
lows ;  firfl  calling  for  the  book,  and  turning  to  the 
text,  Rom.  ix.  he  began  at  the  lOth  verfe,  and  went 
on,  expounding  very  ftrongly  and  undeniably,  in  his 
own-view,  to  the  21ft  verfe,  continuing  his  expofi- 
tion  to  an  uncommon  length;  all  which  I  heard  with 
a  profound  filence,  and  he  became  filent  too  at  lafi, 
and  we  fate  in  filence  fome  time,  and  then  I  fpoke  to 
the  effe6t  following  :  that  as  it  appeared  to  me,  the 
2 2d  verfe  took  off  much  of  the  edge  of  what  he  had 
faid  Vv'ith  refpecSt  to  reprobation  ;  Vv-hich  I  read,  and 
he  confefled  it  did  pretty  much  fo.  I  farther  added, 
that  the  do£lrine  of  elecSlion  and  reprobation,  in  the 
way  it  is  now  expounded  by  thee,  is  very  injurious, 
m  reflecting  on  the  infinite  mercy  of  God,  and  point 
blank  oppoiing  the  chief  end  of  the  gofpel,  and  com- 
ing of  our  Saviour,  zvho  tafted  death  for  every  man, 
and  ofFfrs  life  by  his  good  Spirit  and  grace  to  all. 
Befidts,  thy  way  of  expounding  the  apoftle  in  this 
epiftle,  makes  him  quite  contradi6l  himfelf  in  other 
places,  where  he  clearly  fets  forth  the  love  of  God 
by  and  through  Chrift,  to  be  univerfally  offered  to 
both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  in  ordtr  to  falvation  :  and 
laft  of  all,  as  thou  haft  explained  thyfelf  now  upon 
this  do6trine,  thou  renders  that  great  duty  of  prayer 
almoft  impertinent,  if  not  quite  ufelefs,  with  all  otner 
religious  endeavours,  &c.  fo  that  if  thou  canft  not 
make  it  out  otherwife  than  this  is,  I  may,  I  think, 
without  any  breach  of  charity,  conclude  thee  unfound 
in  thy  faith  and  (ioftrine  of  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  died  for  ail  men,  and  was  by  his 
apoftles  preached  the  Saviour  of  the  ivorld  to  both 

Jews 
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lews  and  Greeks  :  therefore  we  muft  expound  Paul  in 
Rom.  ix.  after  another  manner,  fo  as  to  reconcile 
Paul  with  himfclf,  where  he  plainly  fhews,  God  wills 
all  nun  to  be  faved,  and  to  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth,  as  in  ihe  fecond  of  the  firft  of  Timothy, 
and  abundantly  elfewhere,  that  we  have  already 
touched  upon  :  but  if  thou  wilt  ^ive  me  leave,  with- 
out interruption,  1  will  give  thee  my  thoughts  on  this 
fubje61:,  which  in  fhort  are  thefe,  viz. 

It  is  beyond  all  doubt  or  queftion  with  me,  that 
God  wills  all  men  to  be  faved -y  and  to  complete  his 
will,  and  oitc-rs  of  falvation  to  all,  he  has  ordained 
the  means  to  procure  the  end  by  his  own  Son,  who 
tafted  death  for  every  man,  whereby  all  have  it  put 
into  their  power,  as  free  agents,  to  make  choice  for 
themfelves,  by  applying  to  the  means  ordained  by 
God,  through  his  Cion  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  for 
the  obtaining  that  which  he  has  willed  for  them,  viz. 
Salvation  I  Now  if  this  is  true,  as  the  Scriptures 
affert,  and  our  own  experience  confirms  it  to  our- 
felves,  then  it  follows,  that  all  who  are  diligent, 
through  the  obedience  of  faith,  endeavouring  to  make 
their  calling  and  eleftion  fure,  by  applying  to  the 
means  ordained  of  God,  viz.  that  grace  and  truth 
that  is  come  by  Je.us  Chrift)  for  the  obtaining  that 
which  he  has  willed  for  them,  as  I  have  faid,  we  may 
fafely  conclude  all  in  this  Hate,  to  be  the  elect  cf 
God  in  Chrift.  But  then  all,  who  contrary  to  this, 
neglect  and  flight,  nay,  fuffer  me  to  fay,  rebel  againfb 
the  inward  convictions  of  grace  and  truth  in  their 
own  minds,  (which  is  the  only  guide  and  rule  for 
doing  better)  and  cont'nue  herein  until  they  are  left 
and  hardened  in  their  fms  and  wickednefs,  being 
given  up  to  a  teprobate  mind,  having  their  confcien- 
ces  feared  as  with  an  hot  iron,  are  paft  feeling  of 
any  remorfe  for  their  ungodly  deeds.  Thefe  I  take 
to  be  in  a  reprobate  condition,  and  this  reprobation 
is  of  ihemlelvcs,  they  having  chofen  it  j  for  they  had 

the 
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the  offers  of  the  fame  grace  and  truth  to  aflift  them 
to  do  better,  as  the  elect  have  had,  but  would  not 
apply  themfelves  thereto,  but  did  wilfully  reject  it. 
Now  all  this  thou  k  no  weft  may  be  fairly  proved  by 
the  Scriptures,  and  thou  canft,  I  think,  do  no  other- 
wife  than  allow  it  to  be  conclufive  to  decide  this 
point ;  for  it  is  plain,  the  firft  are  the  children  of 
God,  made  fo  by  their  co- working  with  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  ;  and  the  other  are  reprobates  and  children  of 
anti' h  ift,  made  fo  by  their  rebellion  againft  the 
Spirit  of  truth,  and  obedience  to  the  fpirit  of  error: 
and  here  I  conclude  with  the  apoftle's  words,  Rom. 
ix.  22.  JVhat  if  God^  willing,  to  jhevo  his  wrath^  and 
to  7nake  Ins  power  known^  endured  with  much  long  fuf- 
fcring  the  vejjels  of  wr&ih  (by  their  own  rebellion) 
fitted  to  deftru£iion  ? 

Here  we  cloied  up  the  difcourfe ;  and  now  I  fhall 
go  on  with  my  imprifonment  and  clearing  from  the 
fame. 

About  the  beginn'ng  of  the  eighth  month  1703, 
the  fherifFhad  an  oider  to  call  or  warn  eighteen  men 
for  a  jury,  to  try  their  fuccefs  a  fecond  time  ;  but 
whether  they  went  upon  the  old  indiilment  or  a  new 
one,  I  could  not  under ftand,  but  it  was  thought  by 
fome  of  the  laft  jury,  to  be  the  fame  indi(5lment  that 
the  firfl- jury  went  upon  ;  but  1  was  never  admitted  to 
fee  it :  the  fherifFhad  private  inflruftions  to  get  fuch 
men  put  ihto  the  jury,  as  they  thought  would  anfwer 
their  end,  which  he  fhewed  me  with  abhorrence, 
alluring  me,  he  would  never  do  it;  fo  the  jury  was 
fairly  r.ameJ,  and  they  m  de  no  great  matter  about 
it,  but  in  a  fhor:  time  (as  their  predecefTors  had  done 
before  them)  they  came  in  with  their  bill,  figned 
Ignoramus ;  which  gave  fome  of  the  lawyers  caufe  to 
fay,  in  a  jocular  way,  Ihey  were  got  into  an  Igno~ 
ramus  ccitntry. 

This  was  on  the  fecond  day  of  the  ninth  month, 
and  the  court  adjourned  to  the  mxt  day,  at  which 

time 
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time  I  was  had  into  court ;  which  I  was  told,  was 
not  regular  nor  lawful  to  bring  a  man  to  the  bar 
that  had  nothing  laid  to  his  charge  by  his  peers,  the 
g;rand  inqueft  ;  however,  I  was  afked,  //  /  had  any 
ihin^  to  offer  to  the  court  ?  I  defired  my  liberty,  and 
reparation  for  the  wrong  done  me  in  taking  it  from 
me,  &c.  The  judge  told  me,  I  might  have  ?ny  libertyy 
paying  my  fees.  I  replied,  that  I  was  informed  there- 
were  no  fees  due,  as  the  cafe  then  was,  according  tcv 
law  ;  but  if  there  had,  I  {hould  not  pay  any,  it  being 
to  me  a  matter  of  confcience»  The  judge  laid,  he 
believed  fo^  and  fmiled,  fpealcing  fomething  to  thofe 
near  him,  that  was  not  heard  by  me  :  however  I  was 
fet  at  liberty  by  proclamation  \  and  a  large  body  of 
my  dear  friends,  from  all  parts  of  the  ifland,  came 
to  fee  me  cleared,  and  had  me  away  with  them  in  a 
kind  of  triumph,  not  being  a  little  glad  that  I  came 
ofF  fo  honourably  ;  and  even  the  country  people  who 
were  not  friends,  were  there  in  abundance,  and  re- 
joiced exceedingly  at  my  enlargement. 

I  was  now  at  liberty,  after  having  been  a  prifoner 
one  year  wanting  three  weeks  and  about  two  days  ; 
but  having  not  freedom  to  go  away,  I  ftaidfometime, 
vifiting  every  corner  of  the  ifland,  and  had  very  large 
and  open  meetings  :  the  people  were  thoroughly 
alarmed,  fo  that  1  found  by  experience,  that  my  long 
imprifonment  had  made  me  more  popular  and  regarded, 
fo  that  they  flocked  in  great  numbers  to  where  I  waSj 
and  friends  were  careful  that  they  fhould  have  notice. 
They  appointed  a  meeting  for  me  at  a  place  called 
Cowneck,  at  one  Jacob  Doughty's,  there  not  having 
been  any  at  that  place  before  ;  and  as  I  lay  in  bed  at 
my  dear  friend  John  Rodman's,  at  the  Bay  fide,  the 
night  before,  1  dreamed  that  an  honeft  friend  was 
fifhing  in  a  large  ftone  ciftern,  vv'ith  a  crooked  pin 
for  his  hook,  a  fmall  fwitch  ftick  for  his  rod,  and  a 
piece  of  thread  for  his  line  ;  and  George  Fox  came 
and  told  me,    that  there  were  three  fifhes  in  that 

place, 
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place,  and  defired  me  to  take  the  tackling  of  the 
friend,  for  that  he  wanted  fkill  to  handle  the  matter  ; 
accordingly,  methought  he  (the  friend)  gave  me  the 
rod,  and  the  firft  time  that  I  threw  in  I  caught  a  fine 
fifh  :  George  Fox  bid  me  try  again,  for  there  were 
two  more  in  that  place ;  I  did,  and  took  up  another : 
he  bid  me  caft  in  my  hook  once  more  ;  I  did,  and 
took  the  third  :  wow,  faid  -George,  there  is  no  more 
there.  This  dream  was  taken  from  me  as  if  I  had 
not  dreamed  at  all.  The  next  day  we  went  to  the 
meeting,  and  w^ere  a  little  late,  by  realbn  the  tide 
and  high  frefh-water  obliged  us  to  ride  the  fartheft 
way,  and  when  we  came  into  meeting  a  friend  was 
preaching  on  univerfal  grace ;  but  in  a  little  time  he 
left  off,  and  my  heart  being  full  of  the  matter,  I 
took  it  up,  and  we  had  a  bleffed  powerful  meeting, 
and  all  ended  well. 

I  returned  with  my  friend  Rodman  to  his  houfe, 
and  in  our  way  my  dream  came  frelh  into  my  me- 
mory, and  that  evening  I  told  it  to  my  friend  Rod- 
man, and  gave  him  a  defcription  of  George  Fox's 
features  and  bulk,  as  he  appeared  to  me  ;  and  he  faid, 
1  had  a  very  juft  and  right  apprehenfion  of  him.  He 
had  been  much  with  George  Fox  when  he  was  in 
Barbadoes,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  him  j  add- 
ing, this  remarkable  dream  fhews  fome  good  done 
there  This  day. 

Now  after  1  was  clear  of  Long  Ifland,  (it  being  juft 
with  me  as  if  I  had  been  to  fet  out  from  home)  I  found 
it  of  nectflity  to  convene  the  elders,  and  lay  before 
them  my  concern,  as  I  did  when  I  came  from  home  ; 
and  in  a  tender  and  fatherly  way  they  took  care  to 
examine  what  I  might  be  in  need  of,  both  with  refpecSl 
to  linen,  woolen,  pocket  money,  and  a  horfe  ;  for 
as  yet  I  had  not  bought  one,  never  finding  freedom  fo 
to  do  :  but  friends,  to  their  praife  be  it  fpoken, 
aflifted  me  from  ftage  to  ftage,  and  when  I  was  in 
prifon  I  faw  i  had  no  want  ot  a  horfe,  and  admired. 

the 
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the  kindnefs  of  Providence  in  reftraining  me  from 
having  one  till  wanted  :  and  1  had  money  plenty  by 
the  trade  of  fhoe-making,  fo  that  I  w^anted  none,  nor 
did  I  vv'ant  any  neceflaries  for  the  journey  but  a  com- 
panion, and  then  fundry  offered  themfelves  very  freely 
to  travel  with  me  :  but  my  dear  friend  Samuel  Bownc 
had  a  concern  to  vifit  the  eaftern  parts  of  New 
England,  who  had  a  fine  gift,  but  not  very  large  ;  I 
was  very  glad  of  his  company,  fo  we  fet  forward  in 
the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  month,  and  the  winter 
not  '^eing  broke  up,  we  rode  over  the  ice  in  fundry 
places  in  Connecticut  colony,  fome  narrow  and  fome 
broad  rivers,  New  London  the  biggeft,  but  we  had 
no  meetings  for  near  two  hundred  miles  :  the  people 
being  moftly  rigid  Prefbyterians,  counted  it  a  great 
crime  to  be  at  a  Qiiaker's  meeting,  efpecially  on  the 
fabbath  day,  as  they  term  the  firft-day  of  the  week. 
But  coming  into  Narraganfet,  we  were  amongft 
friends  again.  So  we  went  for  Rhode -Ifland,  and 
there  friends  were  very  numerous,  and  we  had  large 
meetings  indeed  :  there  was  a  marriage  of  a  young 
man  (his  name  was  Richardfon)  with  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Rodman,  a  man  of  the  firft  rank  in  the 
ifland,  fo  that  we  had  the  governor  (his  name  was 
Samuel  Cranffon)  and  moft  of  the  chief  men  in  the 
government  at  the  marriage,  and  we  had  a  precious 
living  time,  which  gave  me  great  encouragement. 
The  governor  was  very  kind,  and  queried  with  me 
about  my  imprifonment,  he  being  a  great  lover  of 
friends,  but  not  a  profefTed  one  himfelf. 

From  Rhode-.Ifland  we  went  pretty  ftrait  towards 
Hampton  and  Dover,  having  fome  meetings,  but 
few,  by  reafon  we  purpofed  to  return  to  the  yearly- 
meeting  in  Rhode-Ifland. 

W^en  we  came  to  Dover  we  had  a  pretty  large 
meeting,  but  we  were  both  filent ;  at  which  I  was 
fomewhat  amazed,  it  being  new  to  me  :  however, 
another  meeting  was  appointed  next  day,  fome  little 

diftance 
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diftance  from  Dover,  which  was  much  larger:  my 
companion  faid  fomething,  but  very  little,  and  was 
uneat'y  that  he  faid  any  thing  :  I  was  quite  fliut  up; 
and  after  meeting  I  was  exceedingly  comforted,  being 
filled  with  divine  fweetnefs  and  heavenly  joy,  that  I 
was  preferved,  and  did  not  force  myfelf  to  offer. 
They  appointed  another  meeting  the  day  following, 
fome  diitance  off,  at  which  I  found  myfelf  quite  fhut 
up,  and  held  back  as  it  were  from  faying  any  thing, 
and  my  companion  was  alfo  filent,  who  after  meeting 
looked  upon  me  very  innocently,  faying,  Samuel, 
TVhat  doji  think  thefe  people  w'tll  Jay^  that  vce  JJjould 
£ome  fo  far  to  appoint  meetings  amonoft  them^  and  have 
nothing  to  fay?  It  juft  then  livingly  came  into  my 
mind  to  reply.  Fear  not^  have  faith^  nothing  doubting 
but  lue  J})all  have  enough  to  fay  before  we  leave  ihem. 

Our  next  meeting  was  to  be  in  the  centre  of  the 
meetings  which  we  had  before,  in  a  confiderable  large 
houfe,  but  not  big  enough  for  the  company  by  far, 
and  the  country  was  all  alarmed,  fo  that  it  was  a  very 
large  meeting  indeed  ;  and  it  being  war  time  with 
the  Indians,  the  people  brought  fuch  weapons  as  they 
had  to  mee  ing,  fo  that  when  we  came  to  the  meet- 
ing-houfe,  I  was  furprized  to  fee  fo  many  fire-arms, 
and  other  inftruments  of  war,  (landing  againft  the 
meeting-houfe  wall.  However,  I  was  before  told, 
that  it  was  the  cuftom  of  other  people  to  do  fo ;  and 
I  found  that  thofe  fire-arms,  and  warlike  weapons 
belonged  to  other  people,  not  friends,  that  were  come 
to  meeting  :  a  large  meeting  it  was  indeed,  and  very 
quiet ;  we  fate  a  long  time  in  filence,  which  put  me 
on  examining  my  condudf,  and  looking  back  to  fee 
how  it  was  with  me ;  but  finding  no  caufe  of  uneafi- 
nefs  from  any  thing  1  had  done  before,  to  caufe  me 
to  be  ihus  {hut  up,  I  came  to  this  conclufion  and 
refignation,  that  /  vjas  but  a  fervant^  and  could  of 
myfef  do  nothing ;  fecretly  praying  that  the  Lord 
would  give  me  patience   not  to   be   uneafv,    if  he 

had 
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had  nothing  for  me  to  do,  and  if  he  had,  there  I  was 
ready  and  willing  to  do  it :  and  thus  I  fettled  down, 
diligently  waiting  for  divine  direflion.  And  in  a 
little  time  a  word  came  with  life,  (and  I  ftood  up 
with  it)  to  the  efFccfl  following  :  '  The  Lord's  time 
is  the  belt  tim",  and  let  us  not  grow  uneafy  to  wait 
for  it ;  for  when  he  opens  none  can  fhu!-,  and  when 
he  (huts  none  can  open.'  Enlarging  on  this  fubjecl 
a  little  more  ;  and  we  had  a  very  glorious  meeting, 
in  which  T  v/as  largely  opened  in  fundry  branches  of 
the  dodlrine  of  Chrift ',  and  I  had  not  feen  very  often 
greater  tendernefs  than  was  at  that  time  amongft 
the  people  ;  for  the  war  with  the  Liuians  had  hum- 
bled them  to  fuch  a  degre;^,  that  truth  h  id  a  very 
great  reach  upon  ihem  indeed,  and  the  meeting  ended 
well. 

Immediately  I  found  an  uncommon  and  weighty 
concern  to  requeft  the  min-ilers  to  come  together, 
which  they  very  readily  complied  with,  and  they  were 
an  handfome  number,  but  not  all  thoroughly  baptized 
into  the  work.  My  companion  was  very  prettily 
opened,  and  we  had  a  very  fuitable  fervice  amongft 
them,  and  faw  clearly  the  reafon  why  we  were  fo 
fhut  up  in  filence  ;  fome  of  them  were  got  into  an 
extreme  in  preaching  and  prciying,  and  would  con- 
tinue meetings  to  an  unfeafonr.ble  length,  as  like- 
wife  in  thdr  preaching  and  praying  at  table;  which 
gave  great  uneahnefs  to  fom^e  fenlible  friends  amcngft 
them,  but  they  could  not  rcdrefs  it  till  after  this  op- 
portunity, 'j^hey  themfelves  faw  they  were  wrong  iii 
doing  as  they  had  done,  and  got  out  of  this  extreme, 
w^tch  was  a  degree  of  ranterifm,  being  attended  with 
a  fpirit  of  oppofition  againft  the  order  of  friends  in 
menthly  and  quarterly  meetings. 
-  Having  finifhed  our  fervice,  we  returned  back  to 
Hampton,  and  had  feveral  meetings,  and  fofor  Rhode- 
liland  yearly  meeting,  which  was  very  large,  and  to 


good  fatisfadion. 
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From  thence  I  went  by  fea  to  feveral  iHano's,  as 
Maltha's  Vineyard,  Nantucket,  and  fume  others  ;  but 
in  Nantucket  i  had  great  fatisfa<Slion,  for  the  people, 
not  joined  with  friends,  were  moderate  Baptifts,  and 
came  generally  to  meetings,  their  preacher  alfo  Vvith 
them,  who  after  meeting  raifcd  fome  objections 
.  againft  us,  that  he  had  from  our  adveifaries  book?, 
and  that  which  he  pitched  upon  moftly,  was  about 
pi  ayer,  that  we  did  not  pray  to  God  In  the  name  of 
Chriji^  hut  in  our  own  names.  I  told  him  we  looked 
upon  it  to  be  our  duty  to  pray  to  God  in  Chrill's 
name,  and  as  his  name  is  underftood  to  be  his  power, 
we  durft  not  prcfuir.e  to  pray  to  the  Father,  but  as 
the  wifdom  and  Spirit  of  Chrifl  gave  us  utterance. 
He  faid  it  vas  a  gojfel  truth  in  its  primitive  purity. 

The  governor  fent  for  me,  and  we  had  a  time  to 
confer  about  our  principles,  and  after  a  little  time  he 
feem.ed  much  pleafed  with  what  I  had  to  fay ;  and  having 
•  finifned  my  fervice  I  returned  to  Rhodc-Ifland,  and 
foimd  fome  were  contriving  to  have  me  taken  up,  by 
informing  the  governor  againft  me,  as  though  I  was 
a  tranfgrefl'or,  by  preaching,  as  they  faid,  againft 
Baptijn:^  and  the  /upper  of  ths  Lcrd^  they  call  the 
bread  and  wine.  But  the  governor  being  at  the 
meeting  himfelf  where  this  fuppofed  offence  wa?  given, 
quickly  faw  that  the  arguments  ufed  againft  the  pre- 
fent  praclice  of  the  Englifh  church,-  as  well  as  Pref- 
byterians  and  Baptifts,  had  fo  much  Scripture  and 
reafon  on  their  fide,  that  it  was  vain  to  attempt  to 
confute  them  ;  he  therefore  thought  it  their  wifeft 
way  to  let  it  alone. 

Af.er  ths  I  made  another  trip  to  the  eaftward,  ^y 
dear  companion  being  returned,  and  viltted  in  my 
way  back  to  Dover,  meetings  as  they  came  iacourfe  j 
and  I  vifited  all  the  meetings  where  I  had  been  be- 
fore, and  had  iate  in  filence  in  feme  of  them,  but  I 
had  now  large  and  good  fervice,  and  great  fatisfac- 
tion  amongft  them,  and  the  more  fo,  as  they  now 
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law  it  their  places  not  to  preach  in  every  meetinir, 
but  to  wait  for  the  conftraint  of  the  div'ne  word  be- 
fore they  fpoke. 

From  thence  I  went  to  Strawberry  Bank,  a  haven 
where   much   fhipping  reftrt  for   mafts ;    and  whea 
clear   of  thofe  parts  returned  to  Hampton,  Haverilt, 
Exeter,  and  fundry   other  towns  where  meetings  had 
not  been  kept,  and   amongfl:   them  to   Newbury  ;  a 
man  that  lived  in  that  place,  being  newly  convinced, 
v^as  very  defirous   of  a   meeting  at  his  houfc,  which 
I  confented  to;    and   when  the  tin^e  came,  his  witl-, 
not  being  pleafcd  that  we  came  on  the  account  of  a 
meeting,  would  not  permit  us  to  enter  the   houfe, 
but  kept  the  doors  locked   againft  us,  being,  as  w::s 
faid,  advifed   to  it  by  fome  of  their  teachers.      I  took 
a- turn  round  th.e  houfe,  and  happened   to  ha\e   iome 
conference  with  her  at  the  windov/,  fi.ft  afliiring  her, 
that  we   hid  no  deucn  to  put  her  hufband    to   any 
manrer   of  charge,  but  onlv   to  let  us   have  hoisfe- 
room  for  about  two  hours  to  h.jld  a  mcetiniy  ;  adding, 
that  it.dld  ill  become  a  Avif.-  to  keep-her  hufband  out 
of  his  houfe  at   fuch   ii  time  ;  pomifing  her,  that   if 
fhe  would  let  in  hir  hufoanj,  nor  one  of  our  people 
ftiould   come  in   with  him.      Aiul  by  reafoning   the 
cafe,  fhe,  after  a  little  while,  opened  the  door   and 
would    have  us  to   go   in,  but   I  had  not   freedom. 
Then  the  place' to  hold  the  meeting  was  got   ready, 
being  a  large  place  like  a  barn,  where  the  friend   and 
his  m-n  built  boats  for  the  (hipping,  that  bjing    his 
calling,  and  we  fate  down,  being  a  few  friends,  arid  ■ 
in  a  little  time  many   people  came,  amongd   whom, 
as  it  was  faid,  came  fix  preacher*^  :   and  in  fome  coii- 
venien:  time   a   young   woman  itood   up  who   had   a 
pretty  gift,  but  the   people   behaved   very  rudely,  fo 
that  it  pui  the  poor  girl  out  of  countenance,  and  fhe 
fate  down.     Tr.en  ftood    up   one  Lydia  Norton,  a 
famous  miniftcr,  none  more  fo  of  that  country,  and  in- 
deed  file  had   an   excellent   gift,  and    knew   how  to 
conduct  herfclf  in  it  j   but  all   this  did  not  avail,  the 
K  2  people 
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people  grew  worfe  and  worfe  in  their  behaviour ;  and 
Lydia  having  a  very  ftrong  manly  voice,  extended  it 
very  loud,  but  all  to  no  purpofe,  for  the  people  were 
us  loud  as  fhe,  calling  for  a  dram,  and  (porting  them- 
selves in  their  folly,  (b  flie  fate  down  ;  and  a  young 
man,  called  Jolhua  Puddington,  ftood  up  ;  they  were 
rude  to  the  Vvomen,  but  worfe  with  him,  raking  up 
his  former  faults,  and  calling  for  a  can  of  flip,  for 
lie  could  driiilc  as  well  as  they,  they  faid:  and  he 
liaving  been  a  companion  vAth  them  in  fifhing,  they 
made  very  free  with  him,  fo  he  fhut  up.  By  this 
time  the  meeting  was  exceeding  numerous,  and  con- 
tinued enlarging  very  much  :  it  came  into  my  mind, 
to  ftand  up  and  take  out  my  bible,  which  1  did,  (for 
I  always  travelled  with  one  in  tr.ofe  d;:ys,  finding  a 
confideiable  fcrvice  in  it  at  times)  and  opened  it,  and 
put  my  finger  in  it,  as  though  I  would  take  my  text, 
but  I  laid  nothing  for  fome  confivlerable  time,  till  all 
was  quiet,  for  the  people  continued  in  a  great  con- 
funon  for  awhile,  liil  Ibrne  of  them  obferved  my  bookj 
theri  they  began  to  quiet  and  flill  one  another,  urging 
as  a  reafon  for  it',  that  /  ha'I  the  zuord  of  God  in  my 
har.d^  luch  a  great  regard  they  paid  to  my  bible  j 
and  in  a  little  time  all  v.-as  quiet  iind  ilill :  then  I 
opened  my  mouth  and  fiiid,  Behold^  I  arn  an  EngliJ}}- 
man ;  and  enumerated  the  many  lands  and  places  I 
had  travelled  in,  but  had  never  met  with  any  people 
of  fuch  a  behaviour  as  thefe  were  ;  referring  to  them 
to  advife  me,  ivhat  account  1 7),uji  give  of  the  people  of 
Nevjbury  at  my  return  into  England.  A  good  comely 
gentleman-like  man,  in  excufe  for  the  behaviour  of 
the  people,  faid,  Slr^  as  for  vjotiiens  pi  eachlng  we  hold 
it  unlawful^  becaufe  St.  Paul  hath  forbid  it-,  therefore 
we  think  it  fiot  proper  to  give  them  a  hearing :  and  as 
f^r  the  mariy  we  know  him  perhaps  better  than  you^ 
atid  cannot  think  -him  quah fit  d  for  that  undertaking  ; 
but  you  fiem  to  be  a  gentleman  of  fenje^  and  we  will 
hi^4r  you.  I  replied,  that  as  for  womens  preaching, 
it  is  allowed  a  dil];utable  point  from  Paul's  words,  yet- 

never- 
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neverthelefs,  if  any  of  you  are  Cafter  this  meeting  is 
over)  willing   to  hear  what  I  have  to  fay  in  favour  of 
it,  I  fhall  be  willing  to  give  you  the  beft  account  1 
can,  why  I  think  it  is  lawful :  and  if  any  of  you  can 
fhew  better  rtalons  againft  it,  I  fhall  as  willingly  hear 
them.     y\nd  as  for  the  young  man,  I  grant  you  may, 
as  he  is  a  neiL!;hbour,  have  had  a  much  better  know- 
ledge of  his  former  condu(5l  in  life,  than  I   can  pre- 
tend to;  but  allowing  that  he  may  have,  in  time  paft, 
been  loofe,  that  argues  not  againlt  giving  him  a  hear- 
ing :   for  how   know  you,  but  that   as    Saul  did,  he 
might  condemn  his  pali:  life,  and  give  you   an  exam- 
ple, by  his  prcfent   condudi,  to  reform  ;  for   which 
reafons  you  ought  to  have  heard  with   patience  what 
he  had  to  fay  to  you.     7  he  fame  gentleman  replied, 
/ laid  very  right.,  they  ought  to  have  beard  h'lni  :  but  1 
fray  you  fpeak  what  you   have  to  Jay  freely  j    and  I 
charge  all  prcfent  to  make  no  d'ljhii  hance  or  interruption  ; 
if  they  do^  in   the   queen's  name  /  will  commit  them. 
By  which  words  I  found  he  was  in  the  commiflion  of 
the  peace;  and   then  I  began,  that  religion  without 
rii-hteoufnefs  was  ufelefs,  and  could  not  profit  thofe 
who  profefled   it.      And   going    on,    I    came  in  ths 
courfe  of  my  fe,  vice  to  recite  the  great  improvement 
true  religion  made  on  the  minds  of  thofe  who  lived  in 
it,  in  giving  them  power  over  their  lults  and  paflion^ ; 
repeating  that  of  James  i.   26.     If  any  man  ainong 
ynijeim  to  he  rdigicus.,  and  bridlcth  n:t  his  tsngue,  Ir/t 
deceiveth  his   own  hart^  this  man's  religion   is  vain, 
C^ne  out  of  the  throng  faid,  Sir^  you   irnpofe   upon   us^ 
there  is  no  fuch  text.     I  made  a  full  ftop,  and  turned 
to  it;  and  there  were  many  bibles  then  appeared.     I 
repeated  chapter   and   verfe,  and   they   turned  to  it. 
Then  I  aficed  them,   if  they   had  it 'f    -They  replied, 
they  had.     Then  I  read  both  the  26th  and  27th  ver- 
fes,    and    afked  if  it    was  fo   in  their  bibles ;    they 
anfwereJ  that   it  w;is.     I  then  defired  them  to  con- 
fider,  whether  T  that  repeated  the  text,  or  he  that 
K  1,  faid 
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faid  there  was  no  fuch  text,  ivas  ynojl  in  the  right. 
Then  I  went  on  with  my  opening,  carefully  mindinf^ 
my  guide;  and  in  the  coiirfe  of  the  do6frine  1  had  in 
my  view,  I  came  to  treat  of  faith,  and  diftinguifhed 
betv/een  true  and  falfe  faith,  fhewing,  that  notwith- 
ftan^ling  we  might  give  our  affent  to  the  truth  of  that 
called  tlie  apoftles  creed,  or  any  other  made  arid  drawn 
up  by  men,  and  that  we  might  be  zealous  to  difpute 
and  contend  for  the  truth  of  thefe  creeds,  in  the 
wording  part  of  them  ;  yet  for  all  that,  if  we  did  not 
lead  Chriliian  lives,  we  were  Itili  but  unbelievers  ; 
for  faith  •luithciit  works  is  dead^  the  text  tells  us.  At 
which  laft  words  one  cries  our,  you  impofe  upon  us, 
there  is  no  fuch  tcxt.  1  immediately  flopped,  ar.d 
turned  to  it,  and  quoted  it,  and  they  all  who  had 
bibles  made  fearch.  There  being  a  profound  filence, 
,1  read  the  text,  afking,  //  /'/  vaas  jo  in  their  bcoks? 
They  all  replied,  /'/  xvas.  I  made  the  fame  remark  as 
before  J  and  then  1  went  on,  diftinguifhing  between 
true  and  falfe  faith,  plainly  demonftrating  from  Scrip- 
ture, that  faith  was  much  different  from  what  many 
took  it  to  be.  And  indeed  truth  was  eminently 
preached  that  day,  and  there  was  a  confiderable  ten- 
dernefs  amongft  the  people,  and  the  meeting  ended 
well. 

When  I  came  out,  the  gentleman  came  to  me, 
and  I  acknowledged  his  kindnefs  towards  us  ; 
and  itfuddenly  came  before  me  to  fpeak  with  a  loud 
voice  in  the  lirtet,  and  to  defire,  that  if  any  one  was 
at  a  lofs,  and  did  not  underfiand  any  pnrt  of  what  I 
had  fa  d,  or  thouglit  I  had  fpoken  any  thing  not  agree- 
ing with  Scripture,  I  would  then  defire  them  to  let 
me  know  it,  and  not  mifreprefent  any  thing  I  had 
faid  when  I  was  gone.  _  The  gentleman  made  anfwer 
on  behalf  of  the"" },  eople  thus  ;  none  can  have  any  ob- 
jeSiion^  for  I  never  heard  the  zvotd  better  preached  in 
my  time.  And  then  I  told  them  I  was  ready  to  let*- 
thtm  know  my  reaibnSj  why  1  thought  women,  pro- 
perly 
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periy  and  duly  qualified,  might  preach  lawfully,  on 
condition  I  might  have  their  reafons  to  the   contrary. 

Th;  gentleman,  who  undertook  flill  to  fpeak  oil 
behalf  of  the  company  (who  ftaid  to  hear  and  fee) 
faio,  Mere  is  none  here  ivill  undertake  to  d'tfpute  with 
you  upon  this  or  any  other  point  of  religion  :  but  I  dejire 
you  will  favour  me  with  a  promi/e  to  have  another 
meeting  here^  and  I  xvill  get  fome  of  the  bejl  writers 
the  country  will  afford^  to  take  down  your  fer?non. 
But  he  little  knew,  that  this  was  no  great  induce- 
ment to  my  coming  there  again  :  however,  he  preft 
it  very  clofe,  which  I  excufed  in  the  beft  manner  I 
could  ;  as  not  knowing  that  I  fhould  or  fliould  not : 
and  after  fome  earnell  preflirg  of  me  to  go  to  his 
houfe  to  refrefli  myfelf,  which  I  likewife  cicfired  to 
b^e  excufed  in,  by  reafon  we  gave  expectation  to  go 
to  our  inn,  and  we  could  not  ftay  much  longer,  be- 
caufe  night  would  come  upon  us  ;  we  parted  in  good 
refpecl  and  harmony  to  all  appearance,  a|id  my  heart 
was  filled  with  thankfulnefs  and  comfort  that  we  got 
over  that  day's  work  fo  well. 

Now  being  clear  of  thefe  parts  I  returned,  vifiting 
the  meetings  of  friends,  and  nmdry  other  places,  as 
in  particular  Cape-Ann,  where  I  met  with  great  op- 
poution  ;  the  cafe  was  thus  : 

At  Cape- Ann  fundry  friends  were  defirous  of  a 
meeting,  and  more  fo,  becaufe  that  feveral  young 
men,  who  were  friends,  refided  there  while  they  built 
a  fhip.  Accordingly  I  went,  and  feveral  friends  went 
with  me,  and  we  got  there  early  on  a  feventh-day, 
and  gave  notice  of  a  meeting,  which  was  to  good 
fatisfadion,  and  it  being  a  new  thing,  it  was  very 
large  :  the  people  defired  another,  which  was 
granted  :  and  between  meetings,  fome  gave  their 
preacher  notice,  who  had  but  a  fmall  congregation 
that  day,  advifing  him  to  look  after  his  flock,  it  being 
his  duty.  .  Accordingly  he  came  before  the  meeting 
ended,  with  feveral  of  his  elders,  and  was  very  noify. 

FiriV, 
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P'irft,  he  would  prove  water  baptifm,  from  the  texh 
to  be  an  ordinance  of  Chrift.  I  replied;  what  form 
of  water  baptifm  would  he  prove  fo  ?  To  which  he 
anfwered  evafively,  not  being  willing  to  be  tied  to 
one  more  than  another.  But  after  fome  farther  pro's 
and  con's,  he  was  by  his  own  people  preft  to  vindi- 
cate his  own  pra6licc,  which  was  fprinkling.  Then 
he  faid,  that  was  plainly  proved  by  our  Saviour's 
words,  fuffer  Utth  children  to  come  iir.to  rne^  &cc.  1 
{hewed  him  his  miftake  ;  that  without  perverting  that 
text,  it  could  not  be  applied  to  fprinkling  of  infants 
in  anv  wife:  but  our  Saviour's  words  in  that  place 
referred  to  the  flate  cf  innocency  that  fuch  fliould 
experience,  to  be  like  little  children  in  their  minds, 
as  tree  from  all  manner  of  vice  and  wickednefs,  be- 
fore they  were  fit  and  prepared  for  the  kingdom  cjf 
heaven,  which  fprinkling  with  elementary  water  could 
not  do  for  them.  Opening  more  at  large  the  flate 
of  the  nev^  birth  and  regeneration  ;  in  doing  which 
he  would  often  break  in  upon  me,  but  his  own  peo- 
ple cried  fhame,  for  the  interruption  he  gave,  adding, 
when  I  had  done,  he  fnould  be  heard.  Hut  he  was 
fo  much  out  about  the  proof  of  Iprinkling  infants  by 
our  Saviour's  words,  that  I  found  he  was  very  weary 
of  the  difpute,  and  willing  to  drop  it,  and  would  go 
on  upon  perfection.  I  urged  him  to  clear  up  baptifin 
firft,  as  we  were  upon  it  ;  but  he  would  break  ofF 
from  it,  urging,  that  both  he  and  his  people  were 
fatisfied  about  it.  1  thtn  afked,  why  be  did  befm  upon 
it?  1  o  (hew  us  our  errors,  he  repiied.  So  finding 
nothing  was  like  to  come  of  it,  but  tumult  and  noife, 
we  prefl'ed  it  no  farther,  l^hen  he  charged  us  with 
being  in  an  error  abK)ut  perfedlion.  1  defired  to 
know  wherein.  He  was  very  unwilling  to  fhew 
wherein,  and  flew  off  to  election  ;  in  fhort  he  would 
{lick  to  nothing.  So  that  one  of  his  hearers  reproved 
him  very  iharply,  for  his  abounding  in  fo  many 
charges  of  fuppofed  errors,    and  proving   nothing  ; 

adding, 
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adding,  that  it  did  not  fult  his  ftation  as  a  minlfter, 
whofe  work  it  was,  or  ought  to  be,  to  fet  people  to 
rights,  and  to  fhev/  them  wherein  they  were  wrong, 
and  not  to  heap  up  charges  of  errors,  without  (hew- 
ing of  any  thing  of  proof  that  they. were  fo,  which 
could  by  no  means  be  a  way  to  convince  and  inform 
thofe  in  error.  At  which  pertinent  rebuke  he  left  u?, 
fome,  though  very  few.,  going  with  him.  I  then 
defired  the  people  to  fit  down,  and  be  ftill ;  which 
they  readily  complied  with  ;  and  after  a  fhort  paufe, 
it  was  with  me  briefly  to  Ipeak  to  each  point,  ex- 
plaining, as  well  as  I  could,  in  fo  (hort  a  time,  the 
doctrine  of  outward  baptifm  to  be  but  a  figure  of  the 
inward,  as  outward  circumcifion  was  of  the  inward, 
viz.  of  the  heart :  and  likewife  fetting  forth  the  new 
birth  and  regeneration  in  as  clear  a  light  as  time 
would  permit;  with  perfection  and  election,  and  re-, 
probation  ;  all  which,  though  but  very  briefly  touched 
upon,  took  up  a  confiderable  time,  fo  tl^t  the  night 
was  above  half  fpeiit  confiderably.  \vhen  I  had 
done,  the  people  were  exceeding  quiet  and  civil,  and 
declared  their  fatisfaction,  wifhing  their  minifter  had 
likewife  fl:aid,  for  he  could  not  have  gainfaid  what 
was  fpoken  to  each  point.  Some  few  of  them  ftaid 
a  fhort  time  after,  defiring  that  they  might  have  more 
fuch  meetings,  and  we  parted  in  much  love  and 
fweetnefs ;  in  particular,  that  elder  who  reprehended 
the  minifter,  as  he  called  him,  faid.  Religion  could 
never  pro/per,  fo  long  as  it  %vas  made  a  trade  of  to  get 
bread  by  ;  and  he  feemcd  convinced,  that  both  the 
do6irine  and  practice  of  their  people  were  inconfiftent 
with  primitive  religion  and  our  Saviour's  doctrine. 
And  thus  we  clofed  our  conference  and  took  leave. 

From  thence  I  returned  towards  Rhode-Ifland, 
taking  my  leave,  as  not  expedling  to  fee  them  again 
this  journey.      . 

I  went  fipm  Rhode-Ifland  to  BlGck-Ifland,~where 
were  a  few  friends,  but  much  hurt  by  lewd  company, 

fuch 
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fuch  as  privateers  men  and  the  like,  but  all  the  in- 
habitants came  to  meeting,  and  were  very  fober  and 
willing  to  hear.  One  Ebcnezer  Slocum,  a  fine  mi- 
nifter,  was  with  me  m  this  ifland,  and  we  had  three 
or  four  meetings  among  them  :  then  I  returned  to 
Rhode-Ifland  again,  and  was  at  two  large  meetings 
with  friends,  then  took  my  folemn  leave  ;  and  I  had 
a  meeting  in  Connecticut,  at  which  were  many  friends 
from  both  Rhode-llland  and  Naraganfet ;  a  fine  folid 
meeting  it  was.  'I  hen  I  went  to  Naraganfet,  and 
had  two  or  three  meetings  there,  and  took  my  leave 
and  came  to  New- London,  and  fo  for  Long  Ifland, 
and  at  the  eali  end  of  it  had  fome  meetings,  where 
both  friends  and  others  were  very  glad  of  my  coming. 
I  had  many  meetings  in  feveral  places,  and  there  was 
great  flocking  to  meetings,  and  veiy  great  opennefs 
amongft  the  people  in  thofe  parts.  A  friend  told  me, 
that  George  Keith  had  propofed,  as  a  means  to  pre- 
vent the  gH|wth  of  Quakcrifm,  as  he  called  it,  the 
making  of  a  lav\'  to  reltrain  friends  from  tavelling, 
fave  to  their  ov/n  meetings  ;  for  he  faid,  it  was  the 
travelling  preachers  that  kept  the  Qtiakers  up  fo 
flrong  in  countenance.  This  was  thought  by  fome  hot 
biggots  a  likely  way  to  put  a  llop  to  the  increafeof  the 
Quakcr>>  which  had  iiifccted  almoit  the  whole  coun- 
try ;  but  by  per.ple  of  moderation  and  fenfe  it  was 
hlllisd  at.  Bvit  to  the  malter  ;  There  was  a  vety  large 
meet  ng  at  Wcftbury  on  the  plain,  called  a  yearly 
meeting,  to  which  moft  of  the  friends  of  the  ifland, 
and  many  of  the  better  fort  of  the  Weft  end  of  it 
came,  it  being  known  that  I  fliould  take  my  Lave 
there;  and  I  was  very  much  opened,  in  fe  ting  forih 
the  difFerence  between  the  true  and  falic  minifters, 
and  th.e  true  and  falfe  worfhip  ;  and  there  being  fome 
of  Keith's  friends,  they  threatened  to  have  me  taken 
up  again  ;  but  I  found  that  truth  wr.s  over  them,  and 
they  could  do  no  more  than  flievv  their  teeth,  for  they 
could  nor  bite. 

After 
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After  this  meeting  I  left  the  ifland,  and  went  into 
the  Jerfeys  fey  Stratan-Ifland  to  Woodbiidgc,  Shrewf- 
bury,  CrofTwicics,  and  back  to  Egg-harbour,  vifiting 
friends,  and  fo  back  to  Philadelphia  to  the  yearly- 
meeting,  which  was  very  large,  and  I  had  good  fatis- 
fa6lion  in  being  there.  Here  fundry  of  my  dear 
friends  from  Long-Ifland  met  me,  in  particular,  my 
dear  friend  Samuel  Bowne  and  his  worthy  wife,  who 
was  a  good  mother  in  Ifrael  ;  with  this  good  woman 
I  left  fifteen  pounds  to  defray  fome  chargas  my  good 
friends  had  been  at  about  my  imprifonment,  for  cham- 
ber rent,  and  a  prefent  they  made  the  keeper,  which 
I  was  unwilling  to  have  them  pay,  having  money 
plenty,  that  I  earned  in  prifon  by  making  of  flioes  : 
but  my  dear  friends  would  not  permit  it,  but  returned 
it  me  by  Samuel  Bowne,  who  ufcd  fo  many  argu- 
ments, that  it  did  not  look  well  for  thein  to  fuffer  it, 
by  reafon  it  would  be  a  reproach  on  them,  and  look 
as  though  I  did  not  count  them  worthy  to  treat  me  as 
a  miniftcr ;  fo  rather  than  bring  an  uneafinefs  upon 
my  brethren,  I  took  it  again. 

From  Philadelphia  I  accompanied  thefe  my  friends 
going  on  their  way  home,  about  thirty  miles,  as  far 
as  Croflwicks,  viliting  that  meeting  and  Burlington, 
took  my  leave  there  and  came  to  the  Falls  meeting, 
and  fo  vifited  all  the  meetings  on  that  fide  of  the  river, 
down  through  the  Welfh  tovi'ns  to  Philadelphia;  and 
taking  my  leave  there  alfo,  went  to  Concord  and 
Chelier,  vifiting  fundry  meetings,  making  towards 
Mar\land  :  a  Weh'h  friend,  named  Ellis  Pugh,  who 
propofed  to  come  over  with  me  to  vifit  his  friends  in 
Wales,  was  now  with  mc,  and  we  came  into  Mary- 
land, and  took  our  pafi^age  home  with  a  friend,  whofe 
name  was  Daniel  Maud,  but  he  could  not  be  ready 
to  fail  under  two  months  ;  fo  my  companion  returned 
to  his  family,  and  I  vifited  Virginia  and  Carolijia, 
and  had  good  fatisfaction.  I  took  my  leave  and  re« 
turned  to  the  fliip,  and  found  my  dear  friend   Ellis 

Pugh, 
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Pugh,  labouring;  among  friends  in  Maryland.  In  a 
little  time  the  fhip  fell  down  the  bay  to  Kickatari, 
where  the  fleet  made  up,  waiting  for  convoy,  and  in 
a  few  weeks  the  fleet  came  together,  being  very 
large  ;  but  many  fhips  had  taken  fo  great  damage  by 
flaying  fo  long  in  the  country,  that  they  could  not 
bear  the  fea,  and  feveral  foundered,  and  fome  put 
back  to  unload,  and  have  their  (hips  repaired.  We 
had  a  long  pafliage,  but  arrived  fa'e,  landing  at  Portf- 
mouth  in  the  tenth  month  1706,  and  vifited  only  a 
fmall  meeting  at  Portfmouth,  and  took  coach  for 
London,  where  I  ftaid  to  vifit  the  meetings  in  the 
city,  and  afterwards  went  down  to  Wiltfhire  quar- 
terly-meeting, where  was  fome  uneafinefs  amongft 
friends,  but  happily  reconciled. 

I  then  went  into  Somerfetfhire  to  vifit  my  friend, 
being  under  an  engagement  of  marriage  to  her,  as 
before  hinted,  where  1  ftaid  a  few  week?,  and  vifited 
funJry  meetings  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  fo  for 
Kriflol,  where  I  ftaid  a  week  or  ten  days,  then  went 
pretty  diredlly  into  the  north,  which  I  called  my 
home,  and  glad  I  was  to  be  amoiigft  my  old  friends 
again. 

Having  vifited  the  meetings  in  our  own  county, 
and  delivered  up  my  certificate,  giving  an  account  of 
my  travels,  at  next  monthly  meeting  I  acquainted 
friends  with  my  intended  marriage,  having  a  few  lines 
from  under  my  intended  wife's  hand,  as  likewife  from 
her  parents,  fhewing  all  their  confent.  And  I  de- 
fired  a  certificate  from  the  meeting,  and  perfons  were 
appointed,  as  is  ufual  in  the  like  cafe,  to  make  en- 
quiry of  my  clearnefs  :  and  in  the  interim  the  quar- 
terly meeting  for  Cumberland  happ.-ned  to  be  at 
Carlifle,  whither  I  went.  The  meeting  was  exceed- 
ing large,  and  I  had  great  fatisfa£lion  in  being  there. 
I  vifited  a  few  meetings  in  Cumberland,  but  was 
limited  for  time,  being  obliged  to  be  at  the  next 
monthly  meeting  to  have  my  certificate  to  prefent  in 

Somerfet- 
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Somerfetfhire,  in  order  to  proceed,  towards  my  m.ir- 
riage. 

By  this  time  the  fprlng  was  advanced,  and  my 
worthy  friend  James  Wilfon  offered  his  companv  to 
go  to  my  marriage  ;  accordingly  we  fet  forward,  and 
took  in  our  way  the  yearly  meeting  at  Middlewich, 
which  was  very  large,  and  fundry  weighty  friends  were 
there  :  I  had  great  fatisfadlion  and  comfort  in  being 
there.  So  we  took  meetings,  as  they  fuited,  in  our 
way :  and  I  found  my  companion  under  a  great  con- 
cern to  fpeak  fomething  in  meetings,  but  very  back- 
ward and  loath  to  give  up  to  it;  but  I  gave  him 
what  encouragement  I  could  :  and  in  Tevvkefbury 
meeting,  after  fome  ftruggle  in  himfelf,  he  flood  up, 
and  appeared  very  much  to  his  own,  and  friends  com- 
fort, and  fo  in  every  meeting  after  till  we  came  to 
Briftol ;  and  indeed  he  appeared  more  like  an  elder  in 
the  work  than  a  babe.  But  at  Briftol  he  did  not  get 
through  what  he  had  before  him  to  his  liking,  and  fate 
down  under  very  great  difcouragement,  but  I  cheered 
him  up  as  well  as  I  could,  by  giving  him  an  account 
of  my  experiences  :  and  when  we  came  to  the  little 
country  meetings  again,  he  did  finely,  and  gathered 
ftrength  and  experience  in  the  work  very  faft. 

We  came  to  my  intended  father-in-law's  houfe, 
and  went  to  their  monthly  meeting,  where  I  and  my 
friend  propofed  our  intended  marriage,  which  was 
taken  notice  of.  And  then  Briftol  yearly  meeting 
coming  on,  we  went  thither,  and  met  our  worthy 
friend  Thomas  Camm,  who  intended  to  be  at  our 
marriage.  After  the  yearly  meeting  was"  over  at 
Briftol,  Thomas  Camm  took  a  meeting  or  two  iii 
the  way,  but  my  friend  James  and  I  returned  back, 
in  order  for  me  to  get  clear  of  the  monthly  meeting, 
and  likewife  to  provide  ourfelves  neceffaries  for  the 
wedding,  which  was  to  be  accompli&ed  the  week 
foilowii")g>  at  a  meeting  on  purpofe  at  Puddimorc, 
L  and 
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and  It  was  a  very  large  meeting,  fuiidry  publick 
friends  befides  Thomas  Camm  being  there. 

The  yearly  meeting  at  London  coming  on,  I  ftaid 
bixt  a  few  days  with  my  wife  ;  I  would  have  had  her 
o-cne  with  me,  but  her  mother  was  taken  ill  of  a 
feverifh  difordcr,  and  was  very  weak,  for  which  rea- 
fon  file  was  not  eafy  to  go  ;  fo  I  was  obliged  to  leave 
her  to  nurfe  her  mother,  who  in  a  few  days  grew 
much  better,  but  I  had  firfl  a  fweet  opportunity  with 
the  family,  and  one  or  two  friends  more  in  her  cham- 
ber, and  the  fpirit  of  prayer  came  on  James,  and  he 
was  drawn  forth  very  largely,  and  very  devoutly. 
After  which  (not  without  fome  confiderable  relu(5i- 
ance)  we  parted  for  a  fnort  time,  and  James  and  I 
fet  out  for  London,  and  that  meeting  was  very  large, 
iind  friends  there  were  willing  I  fhould  give  fome 
account  of  m.y  travels,  which  I  was  much  afraid  of  j 
but  being  called  upon  in  the  meeting,  I  did  it,  and 
came  off  much  better  than  I  expefted  ;  fundry  friends 
exprefling  their  approbation  of  it. 

As  foon  as  the  meeting  was  over,'  dear  James  and 
I  had  a  heavy  parting  ;  but  as  I  was  going  to  my 
v/ife,  that  helped  to  cheer  my  heart  a  little.  1  came 
dire6l'y  home  without  taking  any  meeting,  having 
my  dear  friend  James  Salter,  and  fundry  others  who 
had  been  at  the  yearly  meeting,  in  com.pany.  And 
now  I  (laid,  with  my  dear  wife,  and  went  very  liule 
abroad  for  more  th.3n  twelve  months,  having  very 
great  comfort  and  fatisfailion  in  my  married  {late, 
rny  wife  being  a  true  fympathizer  with  me  in  all  the 
exercifes  which  I  often  was  under,  of  one  kind  or 
another  ;  as  fometimes  I  feared  hotu  ive  Jhculd  go  on 
In  the  world;  and  fhe  would  often  fay,  if  we  get  but 
I'utle,  v^e  will  fpend  lefs  ;  and  if  we  fave  a  little  out 
of  our  getti.igs,  we  (hall  do  well  enough,  I  am  not 
at  all  fearful  of  it,  neither  would  1  have  thee.  Then 
I  was  jealous  that  my  miniftry  iias  not  fo  living  as  it 

hod 


SAMUEL    EOWNAS.  121 

had  been  hcfore  J  zcas  tjiarried  ;  and  making  my  trou- 
ble and  uneafinefs  about  it  known  to  my  wife,  fbe 
would  endeavour  to  dilfuade  me  from  fuch  thoughts, 
adding,  there  was  no  reafon  for  it  j  fo  that  1  found 
her  to  be  a  help-mate  indeed. 

Then  fi riding  a  concern  to  vifit  Ireland,  I  ac- 
cjuainted  her  therewith,  and  fhe  gave  me  up  fo  freely 
and  cheerfully,  that  it  was  like  a  cord'al  to  me  ;  fay- 
ing, th;.t  fhe  expected  I  would  often  leave  her,  and 
that  file  had  rcfolved  in  herfeif  before  mnrriage,  (he 
would  never  hinder  my  m.inift;  v  if  Toe  could  poiiibly 
avoid  it,  and  (he hoped  that  (h?  Lord  would  lirengthcn 
her,  and  make  that  eafy  to  her. 

So  accordingly  about  the  fifth  m.o nth  lycS,  I  ap- 
plied to  the  monthly  m.eeting  for  a  certificate,  Vrhich 
I  had,  and  then  took  fnipping  at  IVIinehead,  and 
landed  at  Cork,  where  I  fiaid  two  or  thr:e  meetings 
to  gof)d  fatisfaciion  :  then  I  went  to  Charlevill  and 
Limerick,  vifiting  the  meetings  along  that  fiJe  of 
the  nation  to  Colrain,  and  I  found  very  hard  work  in 
many  place?,  and  in  fome  meetings  was  quite  fniit 
UY>  •  but  I  found,  where  the  pjop'e  who  did  not  pro-- 
fefs  with  us  came  in  p'cntifuliv,  it  was  not  fo,  but 
there  was  an  open  dc-or ;  and  that  worthy  friend,  and* 
heavenly-minded,  meek,  and  divine  preacher,  Gil- 
bert Thompfon,  was  there  at  the  fame  time  ;  and 
when  we  converted  about  it,  1  found  he  was,  much 
as  1  was,  (hut  up,  and  found  it  very  hard  work  in 
f  ;m.e  places  to  get  forward  j  and  as  he  was  in  expe- 
rience and  age  much  my  fuperior,  I  requefted  what 
he  thought  might  be  the  reafon,  why  it  f^emedmore 
dead  mwjnjjt  frit nds  ih  ih'n  naii-jti  nviVy  than  in  fome 
other  places  ?  He  gave  this  as  a  reafon,  Thai  the  pro- 
feffors  of  trutf)  in  that  nation  were  'very  JlriSi  and  exaci 
in  fome  things,  and  placed  mush  in  outward  acpearance, 
hut  too  much  neglected  the  reformation  and  change  of 
the  mind,  and  having  the  infide  th-jroughly  ckanjed 
from  pride  and  iniquity;  for  thou  knnvef}^  faid  he, 
I.  2  the 
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the  leaven  of  the  Pharifecs  was  always  hurtful  to 
the  life  of  religion  in  all  Jhapes.  Yet  neverthelcfs  we 
found  a  brave  living  people  in  that  nation,  and  great 
encouragement  there  was  to  vifit  freih  places. 

I  came  from  Colrain  to  Lurgan,  Mount-Allen, 
and  fundry  fmall  meetings  thereabout,  as  Hillfborough, 
Lifbcrn,  RafFer-Ifland,  and  lb  to  Drogheda,  friends 
having  a  'meeting-houfe  in  that  town,  but  few  came 
to  meeting,  there  being  no  friends  in  the  town  ex- 
cept two  men.  From  thence  I  went  for  Dublin,  then 
vifited  the  meetings  towards  Wicklow,  Waterford, 
and  fo  to  Cork,  and  had  a  large  meeting  at  Kinfale,  it 
being  the  firft  meeting  in  the  meeting-houfe  that 
friends  had  built  there.  Friends  in  that  kiogdoin 
are  highly  to  be  commended,  in  not  fparing  charge  fi.r 
accommodating  meetings,  either  by  building  or  hire- 
ing  places  for  that  fcrvice. 

By  this  time  the  half  yearly-meeting  at  Dublin 
came  en,  but  nothing  very  rem.arkable  happened 
there.  I  took  my  leave  of  friends,  and  when  clear 
I  left  the  city,  and  m.y  dear  friend  Jofeph  Gill  accom- 
panied me  about  three  weeks.  He  did  not  then 
appear  as  a  minifler  in  meetings,  but  was  under  great 
exercife,  and  I  was  fatisficd  he  was  under  a  very  con- 
fiderable  influence  of  divine  goodnefs,  which  would 
be  manifeiled  by  his  comins:  forth  in  the  miniftry  in 
due  time,  which  accordingly  came  to  })ars ;  for  in  a 
few  weeks  after  his  return,  he  appeared  very  ac- 
ceptable in  the  miniflry,  and  became  a  very  fervice- 
able  man  in  the  work. 

Afier  vi'e  parted  I  went  on  for  Cork,  in  order  to 
take  Shipping  home,  which  I  did,  but  the  wind  not 
favouring  us  for  almof!:  three  weeks,  gave  me  fome 
uneafinels,  becaufe  I  had  wrote  to  my  wife,  that  1  in- 
tended coming  fooner  >  and  1  heard  afterwards  fome  of 
cur  neighbours  had  reported,  that  I  with  the  fliip  was 
taken  into  France  ;  but  my  poor  wife  bore  up  bravely 
uiuler  it.     When  the  wind  iprung  up  fair,  the  mafler 

fct 


SAMUEL    BOWNAS.  II3 

fet  fail,  but  we  were  but  juft  got  clear  of  the  river 
before  it  veered  againfl  us;  fo  the  mafter  propofed  that 
we  might  fetch  VV^aterford,  and  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  do  fo  than  to  go  back  to  Cork  ;  accordingly  we 
all  agreed,  and  got  there  by  the  clofa  of  ihe  evening, 
being  feventh-day  ;  I  ftaid  the  fird-day  meeting, 
which  was  very  much  to  fatisfiiclion,  and  1  was  opened 
in  the  excellency  of  the  gofpei.  On  fecond-day  we  fet 
fail  again,  and  got  into  Minehead  in  about  forty  eight 
hours,  and  I  pofted  home  by  Bridgevvater,  and  met 
with  a  hearty  and  kind  welcome  from  all  our  family, 
more  efpecially  my  dear  v.'ire,  having  fpent  in  Ireland 
fomewhat  more  tnan  eip^hteen  weeks.  It  foon  got 
abroad  that  I  was  come  home,  asid  mr.ny  friend-  from 
feveral  neighbourinfr  mect'no;s  came  to  vi fit  me,  and 
we  had  great  comfort  in  one  another. 

Nov/  I  had  jrothing  to  do  but  vifit  the  meetings 
around  me,  which  were  pr>;tty  numerous :  but  one 
thing  came  upon  me  pretty  much,  and  that  wa?,  to  put 
myfelf  into  f  >me  bufinefs  to  get  bread.  Some  propofed 
one  wav,  fome  ano'-her.  London  and  Briftol  were 
both  propofed,  but  I  could  not  fee  my  way  to  either 
of  theiB  ;  and  vi'hat  I  fnould  do  in  the  co-nitry,  being 
ignorant  of  farming,  I  faw  not  yet.  At  Init:  it  was 
propofed  that  I  might  v/ th  a  li'.t'e  charge  make  a 
conveniency  to  make  a  little  malt,  in  which,  when  an 
apprentice,  I  had  fome  experience,  being  then  ufed 
to  it.  I  accordingly  did,  but  my  ftock  was  very  fmaH, 
but  fome  kind  friends  lent  me  fome  money,  and  I 
found  it  anfwer  be.ter  than  I  had  expected,  fo  that  I  was 
encouraged  to  proceed  ;  and  in  about  three  yeais 
time  I  fourrd  it  anfwcred-  very  well,  fo  that  I  went  on 
with  pleafure,  and  took  gnat  care,  and  was  very 
diligent  in  my  bufmefs,  and  i:i  attending  all  meetings 
that  1  could  rejch  in  a  morning's  ride,  as  I  found  a 
concern  fo  to  do  ;  and  the  comfort  and  happinefs  I 
enjoyed  was  great,  for  I  could  entertain  my  friends 
with  a  lodging  ana  other-  neceffaries  in  a  plain  way, 
J.    -2  ^  \\hich 
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which  was  very  agreeable  to  us  both  j  and  mofl  friends 
that  came,  took  a  bed  with  me  one  or  two  nights,  as 
beft  fuited  their  conveniency  in  their  journey. 

But  in  a  little  time  a  ftorm  arofc  :  the  parfon  of 
the  pariih  having  had  nothing  from  our  family  for  thir- 
teen years  and  upwards,  of  his  fmall  tithes,  and  other 
church-due<;,  (as  he  fliiled  them)  got  a  fummons  for 
me  to  meet  him  before  the  jufticej  but  before  the 
time  came  I  writ  him  a  few  lines  to  know  his  demand, 
and  he  writ  me  a  long  letter  in  anfwer  thereto.  And 
I  replied  to  his  anfwer.  All  which  are  hereunto  an- 
nexed. The  time  came,  and  fome  other  friends  were 
convened  by  other  priefts  from  other  parifhes  at  the 
fame  time.  When  I  was  called,  there  were  two 
juftices,  one  Edward   Phillips,  Efq.    of   Montacute, 

and Harben,  Efq.  of  Newton:  Phillips  was  very 

rough  and  boifterous  in  words,  and  Harben  altogether 
as  mild,  ufing  fundry  arguments  to  perfuade  me  to  pay 
it  myfelf,  or  fuft'er  fome  other  perfon  to  pay  ir,  being 
very  earneft  that  I  fhould  fuffer  him  to  pay  it  for  me, 
and  he  would  not  defire  to  have  it  all  together;  fuppof- 
ing  that  I  might  not  fo  well  fpare  what  the  parfon 
demanded  at  once.  I  told  him  I  was  very  much 
obliijed  to  him  for  his  kind  offer,  believing  his  inten- 
tion  was  to  ferve  me  in  it,  but  I  could  by  no  means 
accept  it,  without  injury  to  my  own  mind,  it  being 
a  matter  that  concerned  my  confcience,  which  I  was 
defirous  to  keep  void  of  offence  towards  God.  He 
took  me  into  another  room,  and  was  very  earneft  to 
have  it  made  up  ;  urging,  that  it  tuas  fo  much  in  ar- 
rears^ that  it  was  beyond  their  power  to  end  it,  and  it 
mu/i  be  put  into  the  exchequer^  arid  that  would  be  very 
chargeable^  zuhich,  fays  he,  muji  fall  upon  you  at  lajt. 
I  told  him  that  I  could  do  nothing  to  make  it  up : 
and  having  conferred  fome  time,  we  went  in  again, 
and  he  fpoke  to  the  effedi  follo\ving>  That _  he  was 
very  Jorry  he  could  not  prue  us^  ns  we  were  both  bis 
neighbours  and  friends  (meaning  the  parfon  and   me) 

and 
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and  told  the  parfon  it  would  be  uncafy  to  us  hjih  \  and 
tVQuld  have  us  end  it  between  ourfehves.  I  faid,  If  it 
were  a  matter  of  juft  debt  that  1  was  fatisfied  was  my 
neighbour's  due,  I  fliould  foon  end  it  with  my  neigh- 
bour Ray,  and  be  as  willing  to  pay  as  he  was  to 
receive  it ;  but  as  it  was  not  of  that  nature,  I  could 
by  no  means  do  it.  So  I  was  difmiffed,  and  in  a  little 
time  ferved  with  an  exchequer  procefs  ;  and  in  a  few 
months  afer,  in  the  next  term,  I  was  taken  up  in  my 
way  for  Briftol,  where  I  was  going  about  my  bufmefs, 
and  put  into  goal.  But  when  the  parfon  had  got  me 
there  he  was  very  uneafy  indeed,  fo  that  he  could  not 
take  his  reft,  and  told  his  attorney.  If  he  loji  all  his 
claim,  he  could  by  no  ?neans  keep  me  there^  for  he  had  no 
reft  or  qiiietne/s  of  mind  night  nor  day.  So  accordingly 
the  attorney  came  to  the  keeper  in  lefs  than  ten  days 
time,  in  the  parfon's  name  defiring  him  to  let  me 
go  home  to  look  after  my  bufmefs :  which  I  ac- 
cordingly did,  and  in  a  few  days  went  my  journey  to 
Briftol  ;  and  when  I  had  done  my  bufmefs  there,  took 
9.  little  turn  intoWiltftiire,  and  fpent  about  two  weeks 
in  vifiting  fundry  meetings,  and  fo  returned  home. 

Then  I  advifed  my  friends  at  the  meeting  for  fuf- 
ferings  In  London  how  it  ftood ;  who  advifed  me,  that 
the  parfon  could  not  proceed  farther,  as  he  had  taken 
me  up  and  put  me  into  goal :  fo  I  heard  no  more  of  it 
all  that  winter ;  but  in  the  fpring  a  diftant  relation 
of  our  family  came  to  my  wife  when  I  was  from 
home,  and  defired  her  to  lend  him  ten  pounds,  for 
he  was  going  to  a  fair,  being  a  confiderable  grazier. 
She  had  no  thoughts  about  the  parfon's  demands, 
that  being  a  much  bigger  fum,  and  he  being  a  diffen- 
ter,  and  having  done  me  the  like  favpur,  fhe  lent  it 
him,  and  he  gave  her  his  note  accordingly.  My  wife, 
when  I  came  home,  tcld  me  what  flie  had  done,  and 
I  faid  it  was  very  well,  miftrufting  nothing  of  any 
trick  in  the  matter  j  but  as  he  came  in  my  abfence 
to  borrow  it,  fo  in  like  manner  he  came  in  pretence  to 

pay 


Il6  THE    LIFE    AND    TRAVELS    OF 

pay  it,  addrcfling  himfelf  to  my  wife  to  this  effeA; 
Dear  coufin^  if  yo^  '^^^  ^^^P  ^^^  ^°  ^^^"^  note^  I  had  heji 
pay  it ;  you  know  I  borrowed  it  ofyou^  and  Jhall  pay  it 
to  you.  So  fhe  very  innocently  f'etchtd  his  note,  and 
he  tore  it  immediately;  and  putting  his  hand  into  his 
pocket,  takes  out  and  throws  her  down  the  parfon's 
receipt  for  the  ten  pound?,  in  full  of  all  demands  for 
tithes  to  that  time.  My  poor  wife  was  under  a  very 
great  furprize,  urging,  it  vuculdbe  a  very  great  uneafmefs 
to  rue.  Your  hufband,  faid  he,  is,  we  allow,  a  man 
of  fenfe,  but  in  this  he  is  a  ftubborn  fool  ;  and  I 
would  have  paid  it  out  of  my  own  pocket,  rather  than 
he  fnould  have  ruined  you  and  himielf,  which  this  ex- 
chequer fuit  would  foon  have  done  if  it  had  gone  on  ; 
for  [lis  original  demand  is  fourteen  pounds  and  upwards, 
and  he  hath  been  at  for:y  or  fifty  (hillings  charge 
already,  and  you  muft  have  paid  that  and  ten  times 
more  if  it  had  gone  on,  which  now  1  have  cleared  for 
ten  pounds  ;  I  think  you  are  exceeding  well  ofF.  Ay, 
tut^  faid  fhe,  we  look  at  imvard  peace  mere  than  ah  that^ 
and  1  Jhall  be  blamed  for  beitig  privy  to  the  contrivance^  avd 
beget  ajealoufy  in  my.hufoand  about  other  af'airs.  Oh  !  my 
dear  coufin,  trouble  not  yourfelf  about  that,  faid  he, 
for  I  can  clai^r  you,  that  you  are  as  innocent  of  it  as  a 
new-born  babe  :  and  I  know  I  could  not  have  brought 
it  about  with  your  hufband,  for  he  would  have  (tarted 
fo  many  qucftions,  th;it  I  could  not  poffibly  have 
brought  it  about  any  other  way,  than  by  ploughing 
with  his  heifer.  When  my  wife  told  me  of  it,  which 
was  not  prefently,  it  troubled  me,  to  have  my  tefti- 
mony  thus  evaded  by  this  undermining  trick,  which 
was,  in  the  man  that  did  it,  defigned  for  our  good 
no  doubt,  and  the  note  that  he  gave  for  the  money 
being  deftroyed,  I  h^d  nothing  to  (hew  under  his 
hand  for  the  money,  and  what  to  do  in  it  I  was  at  a 
lofs :  but  I  thought  it  beft  to  convene  the  elders, 
and  let  them  know  how  it  ftood,  and  to  be  ad vi fed 
how  I  might  clear  my  teftimony,  and  nay  dear  wife 

and 
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and  lelf,  from  having  any  hand  in  this  deceitful 
trick  ;  which  I  accordingly  did,  and  they  were  fatis- 
fied  we  were  clear  of  the  contrivance,  but  did  not 
know  what  to  do  to  fatisfy  others  about  it  ;  one 
friend  was  for  fuing  him  that  had  thus  tricked  me  for 
the  ten  pounds  :  but  others  thought  fuch  an  act 
would  do  more  hurt  than  good,  and  thought  it  by  no 
means  advifeable  to  a£t  any  farther,  than  to  go  to 
my  kinfman  and  let  him  know,  that  what  he  had  done 
in  the  cafe,  though  by  him  intended  for  a  kindnefs, 
yet  it  had  the  contrary  efiedt  on  our  minds,  fo  that  al- 
though he  i-ntended  to  ferve  us,  it  proved  a  dilTervice, 
and  to  requeft  that  for  the  future  he  would  never  ferve 
us  fo  again.  In  due  time  my  wife  and  1  took  an  op- 
portunity, and  difcourfcd  the  matter  over  with  him  j 
and  he  to  excufe  it  faid,  he  little  thought  we  would  take 
it  Co  much  amifs  as  we  had,  having,  as  he  thought,  no 
reafon  for  it,  and  wondered  that  our  friends  fhould  be 
fo  ftubborn  as  to  contend  againfl  law;  and  he  could 
not  bear  to  think  we  (hould  be  ferved  as  Mr.  Bantoii 
and  Mr.  Tilly  were  ;  and  indeed,  if  it  were  again  to 
do,  I  fhould  do  the  fame,  faid  he.  Robert  Ban*:on  and 
William  Tilly  were  two  very  great  fufFerers  by  ex- 
chequer procefs,  both  very  honeft  fmcere  friends; 
Thus  was  this  affair  ended.  Th?  firft  letter  I  writ 
the  parfon,  with  the  parfon's  anfwer,  and  my  reply, 
are  hereunto  annexed,  viz. 


'  I.ymington,  the  J^ti  oftb:  Fourth  Iiionth,  June,  1 712. 

*  Neighbour  Ray, 

'  SINCE  thou  art  pleafcd  to  proceed  againft  me 
by  juftice's  warrant,  I  defire  thou  wouldft  be  pleafed 
to  let  me  know  what  thou  demandeft  ?  elfe,  how 
fliall  I  be  able  to  make  my  defence.  I  think  thy 
people  this  year  and  lad  were  very  unreafor.able  in 

their 
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their  taking,  having  both  years  (modeftly  computed) 
taken  above  one  eighth  part  of  my  hay  :  and  *  Brook's 
never,  as  I  am  informed,  paid  any  in  kind  till  thou 
came  into  the  parifli ;  but  now  for  ninep;nce  the 
three  acres,  thou  haft  taken  every  year  hay  wroth 
eight  or  nine  (hillings  pe7'  annuyn  at  leaft.  As  for 
arguments  between  us,  for  or  agaiiift,  I  fuppofe  them 
iieedlefs,  but  I  take  it  very  hard  to  be  fo  treated  from 
a  man  of  thy  pretenfions.  I  believe  thou  vvoulJft  not, 
if  in  my  cafe,  like  fiich  treatment  ;  not  that  I  murmur 
or  repine  becaufe  m.y  goods  are  taken  away  on  this 
account,  being  perfuaded  that  it  is  my  du'y  ailively 
to  refufe  a  compliance  with  the  laws  that  command 
tithes  ;  and  if  I  muft,  as  I  have  already,  fufFer  the 
fpoiling  of  my  goods,  I  hope  paflively  to  (ubmit  and 
bear  it.  This  I  conclude  with  defires  of  good  for 
thee  and  thine  zvtxy  way. 

*  Samuel  Bowkas.' 

''SIR, 

*  I  HAVE  been  above  thirteen  yrars  in  theparlHi, 
and  have  not  given  vour  fam'ly  any  difturbance, 
though  the  arrears  which  are  due  ta  me  are  conft- 
derable  ;  fo  that  you  ha\e  no  reafon  to  complain 
of  hard  ufage  from  me,  but  rather  to  thank  me  for 
my  kindnefs,  in  bearing  this  injuftice  fo  long. 

'  You  do  not  think,  when  you  go  to  law  with  one 
another,  or  with  fome  of  thofe  who  differ  from  you, 
that  you  fpoil  their  good?,  when  you  put  them  to 
charges,  that  you  may  force  them  to  do  you  juftice. 
And  whv,  pray  you,  fliould  it  be  thought  a  fpoiling 
of  your  goods,  when  we  do  nothing  more  than  you 
do  yourielves,  when  you  think  you  are  wronged; 
that  is,   endeavour  to  recover  our   own  ?   For  I  de- 

*  A  little  water  mea4  of  three  acres,  called  Brook's  Mead. 

mand. 
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tnaiid  nothing  of  you  but  what  I  know  to  be  mine 
before  I  receive  it. 

'  You  might  as  well  make  an  entry  upon  our  glebe- 
lands,  or  upoji  any  thing  e!fe  we  poflefs,  as  to  feize 
upon  the  tithes,  to  which  you  have  no  more  title 
than  to  the  other,  unlefs  you  have  bought  them,  as 
I  am  fure  you  have  not. 

*  For  every  body  who  underftands  thefe  things, 
will  tell  you,  that  when  fuch  lands  as  are  tithe-free, 
are  fold  or  let,  they  are  for  that  realbn  valued  at  an 
higher  price,  and  d^e  lord  or  feller  makes  the  tenant 
or  purchafer  pay  for  the  titne,  as  well  as  for  the  reft 
of  the  eftate:  and  that  on  the  other  hand,  there  is 
a  proportionable  abatement  made  to  the  purchafers 
and  tenants  of  fuch  lands  as  are  liable  to  the  pay- 
ment of  tithes.  And  there  is  very  good  reafbn  for 
it,  becaufe  in  that  cafe,  the  lithes  being  no  part  of 
the  landlord's  property,  he  cannot  make  theirj  over 
to  another,  or  demand  a  price  for  that  which  he 
has  not  fold;  and  thofe  who  rent  or  purchafe  his 
eftate,  can  claim  no  title  by  virtue  of  any  con- 
veyance or  grant  of  his,  but  only  to  what  he  had 
a  right  to  difpofe  of  himfelf :  fo  that  if  you  will  needs, 
in  this  matter,  pretend  confcience,  you  ought  not 
to  occupy  any  land  but  Vvhat  is  tithe-free. 

'  But  if  you  think  that  this  would  be  very  grievous 
and  inconvenient,  you  ought,  when  you  occupy  tithe- 
land,  to  permit  us  quietly  to  enjoy  our  tithes,  which 
are  a  part  of  our  freehold ;  and  to  which  we  have 
the  fame  title  as  we  have  to  our  glebe,  wherein  you 
claim  no  propriety,  as  indeed  you  have  no  manner 
of  title  to  the  tithe.  If  you  have,  be  pleafed  to  fhew 
it,  and  let  us  know  from  v/hom  you  had  it.  And  if 
you  have  n^ne,  as  I  know  you  have  not,  do  not  go 
to  pretend  confcience  for  invaaingyour  neighbour's 
property. 

'  For  my  part  I  do  not  fee  any  reafon  why  you 
ihouid  not  adlively  comply  with  the  law   for  pay- 
ment 
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ment  of  tubes,  as  well  as  wifh  that  for  taxes,  as  your- 
fricnd.  iiavc'  done  over  all  the  kingdom  ever  fince 
the  revolution  ,  and  feme  of  them  have  been  col- 
leilors.  tho  "''j;h  the  title  of  the  a£l  of  parliament 
did  {Jainly  ihew,  that  the  tax  was  for  carrying  on 
a  war  againrt  France  with  vigour :  and  yet  your 
friends,  even  thofe  who  have  been  of  greateft  re- 
putation among  you,  and  the  champions  of  your  caufe, 
have  declared  as  much  againft  the  lawfulnefs  of  all 
war,  as  they  have  done  againlt  the  payment  of  tithes, 
and  fomctimes  have  carried  the  matter  fo  high,  as 
to  refuie  the  payment  of  money  demanded  of  them 
for  that  purpofe  j  as  Robert  Barclay  in  his  Apology 
tells  us,  thty  juffered  becauje  they  would  not  pay  for 
drums  and  colours^  and  other  military  furniture.  And 
this  they  did  in  the  time  of  peace,  when  the  militia 
met  only  to  make  a  raree-fhow,  and  had  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous  no  other  enemies  to  fkirmifti  with  but 
butterflies.  N-everthelefs,  fmce  the  war  againft;  France 
began,  your  friends  have  given  the  fame  active  obe- 
dience to-  the  laws  for  payment  of  taxes,  as  their 
follow  fubjedls  have  done  ;  and  1  hope  you,  for  the 
future,  will  do  for  the  payment  of  tithes,  which,  ac- 
cording to  your  avowed  principles,  is  as  lawful  as- 
the  payment  of  taxes  for  carrying  on  a  war  with 
vigour. 

'  It  is  a  vain  thing  to  pretend  confcience  to  ex- 
cufe  oppreflion  or  covetoufnefs,  for  it  muil  be  one 
or  either  of  thefe  which  makes  any  man  take  pof- 
feffion  of  what  is  not  his  own,  but  his  neighbour's. 

*  If  we  lived  by  the  alms-bafket,  and  could  claim 
nothing  but  what  we  might  expect  from  the  bene- 
volence of  thofe  from  whom  we  make  any  demand 
of  this  nature,  we  could  not  blame  you  fo  much  : 
but  the  caie  is  otherwife ;  for  we  defire  none  of 
your  benevolence,  and  we  know  the  tithe  is  no  part 
of  your  eltate,  and  that  you  can  claim  no  right  to 
it,  either  by  donation  or  purchafe.     Therefore  do  not 

go 
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go  to  Call  that  your  own  which  is  not ;  and  being 
you  difclaim  all  violence  againll",  or  oppreilion  of 
men  upon  the  account  of  their  confcience,  we  may 
reafonably  exped:  fo  much  tendernefs  from  you,  that 
you  would  not  opprefs  us,  becaufe  we  differ  from 
you,  and  that  you  would  not,  under  a  pretence  of 
confcieiice,  feize  upon  our  eftates,  and  then  make  an 
outcry  againft  us,  when  we  deHre  the  afliitance  of  the 
civil  magiftraie,  for  recovering  any  part  ofour  pro- 
perties or  free-holds,  as  often  as  you  unjuitly  invade 
them.  Surely  we  might  look  for  more  equity  from 
you,  being  we  are  members  of  that  church,  which 
in  other  refpects  permits  you  the  free  exercife  of  your 
religion,  and  has  confirmed  the  fame  by  the  late  acl 
of  indulgence,  agreed  upon  by  the  bi(hop«,  lordi,  and 
commons  of  our  communion.  An  inftance  of  fuch 
moderation  as  was  never  (hewn  to  our  church  by 
any  other  feci  who  had  us  under  their  power,  whe- 
ther Papifts,  or  fome  violent  and  fierce  Proteftant 
diffenters  who  perhaps  would  handle  us  as  roughly 
as  our  predecefTors  were  by  them,  if  God  fliould 
again  permit  us  to  fall  under  their  mercilefs  hands. 

'  You  fay,  Tou  take  it  hard  to  be  Jo  treated  by  a  man 
of  my  pretenfi'ins^  and  if  it  ivas  from  foinc  of  the  faint 
cloth^  you  would  think  it  was  like  tbemflves.  But 
why  fhould  it  be  thought  incorififtent  wiih  my  pre- 
tenfions,  to  demand  what  I  know  to  be  my  own? 
And  why  may  not  I  fay  the  fame  to  you,  that  I  take 
it  hard  to  be  fo  treated  by  a  man  of  vour  preten- 
fions,  who  profefs,  that  violence  againft  thofe  who 
differ  from  you,  merely  upon  the  account  of  their 
confcience,  is  unwarrantable  ;  and  yet,  contrary  to 
this  your  profeffion,  you  feize  upon  that  which  is 
mine,  mine  by  as  good  a  right  as  you  have  to  your 
own  eftate  :  for  you  cannot  fay  that  you  have  pur- 
chafed  the  tithes,  or  that  any  who  had  a  title  to 
difpofe  of  them  did  make  them  over  to  you  ;  and  yet 
for  all  that,  you  pretend  confcience  for  the  diftuibance 
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you  give  me,  for  no  other  reafon,  but  becaufe  I  am 
of  a  difFerent  communion  from  you.  If  this  was  done 
by  fome  who  maintain,  that  violence  againft  men  of 
another  perfuafion  is  meritorious,  and  that  hereticks 
outfht  not  to  be  fuffered  to  live,  I  Ihould  think  it  was 
like  themfelves  ;  though  from  you  I  might  expect 
.other  things.  But  let  that  be  as  it  will,  I  defire 
nothing  from  you  but  the  profirs  of  my  own  eftate, 
which  you  unjuftly  with-hold  from  me  j  and  I  am 
rcTolved,  whatever  you  think  or  fay  about  the  matter, 
that  I  wil  have  my  right.  However,  if  you  are 
willing  to  live  peaceably,  I  fhall  be  as  moderate  as 
you  can  expeil,  and  for  that  reafon  have  referred  this 
Lufintfs  to  Mr.  Smith,  whom  I  have  authorized  to  do 
as  he  thinks  fit  j  and  am.  Sir, 

Jlsur  Friend  and  JVell-wifl)er^ 

/U  the  Parfonage-houfe, 
July  a4th,  171a. 

'  William  Rai'.* 


^  Lymington,  the  10th  of  the  Sixth  Months 
Auguft,  17 1 2. 

,  ■*  Neighbour  Ray, 

*  Since  thou  haft  advanced  fome  arguments  for 
ihy  taking  tithes,  I  have  fomewhat  to  oftlr  in  anfwer 
thereunto,  tor  my  refufal. 

.*  i/?.  Thou  art  pleafed  to  write,  /  ought  to  thonk 
ihee  for  forbearing  with  this  iv.jujiice  fo  lofig  ;  but  I  take 
ihe  refufal  of  payiiig  tithes  to  be  no  injuftice.  There- 
^re,  &.C. 

'  7.diy.  Tliou  fays,  vjh£n  I  go  to  law  with  another^ 

(or  fome  that  differ  from 'me)    /  do  not  think  that 

Jpoilnig  of  their  goods  ;  which  I  do  not  take  to  be  a 

pajrallel  cafe  with  this  ;  for,  firft,  if  1  go  to  law  with 

any 
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any  man,  it  (hall  be  for  Tome  juft  debt  owing  to  me^ 
for  which  he,  whom  I  fo  go  to  law  with,  ihall  have 
rccei\ed  feme  vahiable  conhderation ;.  but  from  thee 
I  have  received  none  for  the  ti;he  of  rny  increafe  v 
therefore  it  is  not  a  parallel  cafe. 

*  yily.  He  with  wham  I  go  ta  law  (hall  have  no 
jufl:  plea  of  confcience,  becaufe  if  I  ciin  have  no  plain 
demonftration  that  he  had  of  me  a  valuable  confi- 
deratioti  for  which  I  make  my  demands  on  him,  I  will- 
not  go  to  law  at  all  ;  th-erefore  it  is  not  a  parallel  cafe,- 

*  \thly.  If  on  fucli  a  foundation  I  go  to  law,  ajid. 
force  my  adverfe  party  to  jultice  by  law,.-  I  con- 
clude with  thee,  it  is  net  fpolling  of  goods-.  Eut  tc 
go  to  law,  and  by  it  take  away  people's  goods,  without 
fuch  a  valuable  confideration  as  above,  is  fpoiling  ot' 
goods,  in  my  opinion,  with  a  witncfs.- 

'  Thou  writes  me,  I  may  as  v/eil  icize  of  the  glebe-- 
lands,  or  upon  any  thing  elfe  v/e  polTef^,  as  upon  the- 
titles.  Under  favour,  1  am  of  another  mind  j  becaufe 
T  have  no  tide  to  mew  for  thy  glebe-lands,  or  any 
thing  elfe  thou  enjoys :  but  for  my  land,  the  whole 
I  take  to  be  mine,  without  any  referve  or  exception' 
whatfoever,  as  the  writings  that  give  me  my  title  to  it,- 
do  fufficiently  fet  forth  and  declare  ;  and  I  have  given. 
for  it  a  valuable  confideration,  which  thou  never  did 
for  the  tenth  part  thereof:  therefore,  I  am  fure  I. 
have  more  right  to  it  than  thou  canft  pretend  to,  in 
juftice,  equity  and  reafon  j  becaufe  I  have  bought,, 
without  referve,  the  whole,  and  mamired  the  fame  at 
my  own  cod  and  charge ;  but  thou  haft  bought  no 
part  thereof,  nor  been  at  any  charge  about  improving 
it,  that  1  know  of. 

'  Thou  farther  writes,  that  every  body  that  under - 
Jlaiids  thefe  things^  tvill  tell  me^  "when  fuch  lands  as  are 
tithe-frei  are  Joldj  for  that  reafon  they  are  valued 
higher.  What  argum.ent  is  that  for  the  lawfulnefs 
of  tithes,  according  to  the  gofpel?  I  conceive  none 
at  all. 

M  2  The- 
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The  next  is,  that  if  I  occupy  t'lthe-lands^  1  ought 
qvjetly  to  permit  you  to  enjoy  the  tithes  :  that  is  the 
matter  in  dif'pute,  which  fhall  in  its  place  be  fpoken 
to. 

Now  I  am  come  to  thy  argument  about  taxes, 
wherein  thou  endeavours  to  make  us  inconfiftent 
with  ourfelves,  itr  actively  complying  with  the  law 
for  taxes,  but  refufing  a  compliance  with  the  law  for 
tithes,  endeavouring  thereby  to  lay  tithes  and  taxes 
upon  one  foundation  :  in  this  alfo  I  differ  from  thee  ; 
for  I  underftand  taxes  to  be  paid  as  a  civil  debt, 
tribute  or  cuftom,  to  C^^far :  but  tithes  are  paid  as  a 
religious  aft  to  God,  and  holy  church,  as  in  its  place 
fhall  be  farther  (hewn. 

'■  Indeed  our  Saviour  fald,  Render  unto  Cafar^  the 
things  that  are  Ccsfars  ;  and  unto  God^  the  things  that 
are  God's.  Mark  xii.  17.  Now  if  we  muft  render 
to  Caei'ar  the  things  that  are  Caefar's  ;  and  unto  God 
the  things  that  are  God's,  then  it  remains  to  be 
proved,  that  tithes  are  Caefar's  due,  before  they  be 
demanded  as  his  right. 

'  But  here  is  the  grand  obje(£l:ion  of  inconfiftency ; 
that  becaufe  we  have  fufFered  for  rcfufmg  to  pay 
towards  the  militia  for  drums,  colours,  &c.  and  yet 
a£lively  comply  with  the  law  of  taxes,  which  is  to 
carry  on  a  war  with  vigour,  &c.  infifling  on  R. 
Barclay's  words  to  ftrengthen  the  obje(5lion  ;  we 
are  flill  of  the  fame  mii)d  Avith  R.  Barclay,  that 
wars  and  fighting  are  inconfiftent  with  the  gofpel  prin  - 
ciplcs  ;  and  when  it  is  brought  fo  near  to  us,  that  by 
law  we  are  obliged  to  a-ii  both  in  ferfon  and  ejfate^ 
.we  in  this  caje  chufe  rather  pajfiively  to  fiuffe>'t  than 
a5li'oely  to  comply^  for  conjcience-fake.  And  this  is 
flill  our  cafe,  and  a  fufPering  we  lie  under  (v/ith 
refpeft  to  the  militia)  in  many  places,  being  careful 
to  walk  by  the  rule  of  Chrift's  do£l:rine;  and  yet 
do  not  hereby  think  ourfelves  inconfiftent  in  a6tivc- 
ly   complying   with   the  law  of  taxes,    in  rendering 

to 
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to  Casfarthe  things  that  are  Casfar's,  and  he  may  do 
therewith  what  pieafeth  him,  we  may  not  direct 
him  ;  therefore,  to  ufe  thy  own  familiar  fimile,  I 
take  this  argument  of  taxes  to  have  no  m.ore  weight 
in  it,  in  relation  to  tithes,  it  being  no  parallel  cafe, 
than  the  enemies  that  the  militia  met  with  in  their 
rendezvous,  at  their  raree-fnow. 

'  Thou  writeft,  that  it  Is  a  vain  thing  to  pretend cov-- 
fcience  to  excufe  opprejjton  or  covetoujnefs.  I  am  en- 
tirely ofth/  mind;  fo  that  where  any  man  pretends 
to  refule  the  payment  of  tithes  out  of  covctoufnefs, 
believing  at  the  fame  time  in  his  confcience  they  are 
jullly  due  ;  it  is  pity,  I  fay,  if  that  be  his  only  excufe, 
but  that  he  fhould  pay  fmartly  for  it :  but  beware  of 
miftaking,  by  fuppofing  the  refufal  to  be.  from  covct- 
oufnefs, ivhen  it  is  really  confcience, - 

*  Thou  addeflr,    if  you  lived  by  the  alms-haf^et^  See.- 
which  indeed  I  think  you  ought  to  do,  if  your  own 
hands    cannot   fufficiently    r.dminlfter   to    your  own 
wants;  for  a  forced   maintenance  is   not  confillent 
with  the  gofpel  miniilry  ;   and  that,  thou  knows  right 
well,  having  often  confeffed  it  in  my  houfe.     Thou 
adds,  t/thes  is  no  part  of  my  ejlate^  either  by  donation 
or  purchafe.     But  I  fay  as  above,    I  have  purchafed 
the  whole,  without  any  referve  or  exception  of  tithes. 
But  in  thy  own  country.  North  Britain,  I  have  beea 
informed,  tithes  are  excepted  in  deeds  and  conveyances, , 
fo  that  they  have  fome  colour  to  ufe  fuch  an  argu- 
ment there,  but  I  can  fee  no  foundation  fcr  fuch  an 
argument  in  this  country  at  all.     Thou  advifes  me 
not  to  call  that  my  own,   which  is  not :   I  fay,   it  is 
my  own,   becaufe  as  above,   I  have,  wiihout  refcrve, , 
purchafed  the  whole,  as  vvitnefs  my  v.-ritings  :  beudes 
all  that,  at  my  own  charge  I  have- manured  and  im-- 
proved  it. 

'  Thy  next  paragraph  is  already  anfwered, 
*  I  acknovvledge  thee  a   member  of  that  church, 
or  fociety,   who  have  granted  us  the  indulgence -we 
M   3  novf 
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now  enjoy  in  the  exercife  of  our  religion  ;  for  which, 
I  with  the  reft  of  my  brethren,  ought  to  be  truly 
thankful  to  God  and  the  government.  But  I  muft 
tell  thee,  foine  of  thy  brethren,  not  of  the  meaneft 
rank  in  your  church,  have,  like  battering  rams,  en- 
deavoured to  break  that  chain  of  indulgence  we  now' 
enjoy,  but  Providence  has  hitherto  prevented  them, 
and  I  hope  ever  will,  unlefs  God  fhall  fee  meet  to 
try  his  church,  to  difcover  thereby  the  truly  religious 
from  the  hypocrites. 

'  Thou  feems  argry,  and  to  refent  it,  that  I  ftiould 
take  it  ill  or  hard,  to  be  fo  treated  by  a  man  of  thy 
pretenfions  ;  but  the  reafon  why  I  fo  writ,  is  this ; 
bccaufe  I  have  more  than  once  heard,  that  my  neigh- 
bour Ray  has  faid  in  our  houfe,  that  it  was  a  matter 
of  confcience  to  him,  to  force  a  maintenance  from 
iuch  as  for  the  fake  of  confcience  could  not  pay  him; 
ufingthat  text,  JVI.wfe  ox  have  I  taken^  or  ivhom  have 
I  defrauded}  Which  I  have  fometimes  fpoke  of  to 
others,  and  it  gained  great  credit  and  good  thoughts 
concerning  my  neighbour  Ray,  and  for  that  reafon, 
and  no  other,  1  took  fuch  treatment  hard.  But  how- 
ever, if  thy  confcience  be  altered,  it  will  give  reafon 
for  my  thoughts  concerning  thee  alfo  to  change, 

*  Now  I  {hall  give  thee  my  reafon?,  ivhy  I  can- 
■Jiot  aftively  comply  with  the  law  for  paying  tithes, 
and  anfwer  thy  laft  paragraph  in  the  conclufion  of 
this. 

*  I/?.  I  was  in  my  youth  very  thoughtful  touching 
the  nature  and  defign  of  religion,  and  confcious  to 
myfelf,  that  an  implicit  faith,  with  a  blind  ©bedience, 
might  not  be  fufficient  to  bring  me  to  the  end  in- 
tended by  it.  idly^  Obferving  many  under  great  fuf- 
ferings  for  refufing  to  pay  tithes,  and  their  plea  for 
it  was  confcience  ;  but  many  more  I  found  did  pay, 
and  thought  they  did  right,  at  leaft  made  no  fcruple 
of  confcience  in  doing  it;  this  contradiction  in  prac- 
tice made   me  willing  to  look  into  it  myfelf;  that 
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3^/^-,  what  I  did  herein  might  not  be  for  Imitation's 
fake  on  either  fide,  but  that  I  might  a6l  on  a  prin- 
ciple of  faith,  as  knowing,  zuhat  is  not  of  faith  h  fin. 
And  \thly^  and  laftly,  thefe  reafons  put  me  on  examin- 
ing and  trying  for  myfelf. 

*  This  premifed,  I  now  aflure  thee,  that  it  is  not 
out  of  ftubbornnefs,  ill-humour,  or  covetoufnefs,  but 
purely  on  a  principle  of  confcience,  for  thefe  reafons 
following,  that  I  can  neither  pay  or  receive  tithes. 

*  I/?.  The  dedication  of  them  is  grolsly  fupdrftitious, 
(and  I  think  protefted  againft  by  moft,  unlefs  fuch 
as  love  to  fuck  the  fweet  of  other  men's  labour) 
being  dedicated  and  given  by  king  Ethelwolf,  (about 
855)  to  God  and  St.  Alary  for  the  redemption  of  his  own 

foul,  luith  the  fouls  of  his  ancejiors;  in  the  confidera- 
tion  whereof,  the  clergy  were  to  fing  fuch  a  number 
of  maffes  for  the  king  and  his  nobles,  &c. 

*  2diy.  It  is  already  granted  by  me,  that  we  muft 
render  to  Csefar  the  things  that  are  Caefar's,  and  unto 
God,  the  things  that  are  God's.  And  I  promife 
thee,  for  my  own  part,  I  fhall  be  both  ready  and 
willing  to  pay  the  tenth  of  my  increafe  unto  God, 
when  I  am  fati;rfied  he  requires  it  of  me;  or  unto 
them  he  {hall  appoint,  when  I  am  fatisfied  he  has 
appointed  them,  as  he  did  the  tribe  of  Levi  ;  but 
for  me  to  pav  tithe  to  a  man,  claiming  it  as  a 
minifter  of  God,  when  I  know  that  no  fuch  thing 
is  required  of  me,  (tithe  being  no  gofpel  main- 
tenanee,  that  I  can  underftand)  it  may  juftly  be  faid 
unto  me,  IVho  has  required  this  of  thy  hands  F  Yet 
however,  if  t'the  be  compelled  from  me  by  a  human 
law,  I  cannot  help  that,  nor  refift  the  force  of  that 
demand  by  argument  from  fcripture  ;  therefore,  being 
perfuaded  that  God  requires  of  me  no  fuch  thing  as 
the  payment  of  tithes,  but  that  I  am  called  to  proteft 
againft  all  fuperftition  and  idolatry,  and  the  law  of 
tithes  plainly  appearing  to  me  to  be  fuch,  therefore  I 
cannot,  with  a  lafe  confcience,  afbively  comply  there- 
with, 
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with,  but  chufe  rather  to  pleafe  God  than  man,  al- 
though it  may  be  to  my  difacK'antage  in  this  world, 
yet  by  fo  doing  I  hi)pe  for  future  gain. 

*  3^//)'.  And  again,  tithes  are  required  to  be  paid  as 
a  religious  acl,  viz.  to  God  and  holy  church ;  and 
as  above,  i  am  perfuaded  that  God  requires  no  fuch 
thing,  therefore  I  cannot  pay  them  with  a  fafe  con- 
fcieiice,  bein^z,  a  Proteftant  againft  that  Vvhich  I  call 
popery,  not  in  word  and  tongue  only,  but  in  deed 
and  truth  aifo. 

*  Lajlly.  Tithes  are  not  required  by  the  gofpel, 
that  I  can  underlland  ;  if  thcu  canft  make  it  out, 
pleafe  to  do  it,  for  it  is  ckar  to  ine,  that  Chrift  came 
to  finifh  and  put  an  end  to  that  law  wiiich  required 
tithes,  as  well  as  to  the  priefthood  fupported  by 
them;  therefore  to  continue  in  the  pradlice  of  tithing, 
is  in  efte6l,  denying  that  Chrij}  is  came  in  the  Jiejh 
to  put  an  end  to  thctn^  according  to  fcripture  and 
the  pradlice  of  former  times;  for  which  reafon,  I 
think  an  a6live  compliance  with  the  law  for  tithes 
is  fin,  and  in  my  opinion,  he  that  payeth  or  he  that 
receiveth,  are  equally  culpable  in  God's  iight  ;  for 
which  caufe  we  can  neither  receive  nor  pay,  as  this 
deed  of  fett'ement  will  prove,  and  more  inftances  of 
the  like  kind  might  be  produced  from  fundry  parts 
of  the  nation  ;  a  plain  demonflration,  that  as  we 
cannot  pay  tithes,  neither  can  we  receive  them,  when 
they  are  as  legal  a  property  to  us  as  they  are  to  you. 

'  I  could  fay  more,  but  what  is  faid  may  perhaps 
be  tedious,  and  thought  impertinent,  therefore  for  the 
prefent  this  fliall  fuffice. 

'  To  conclude,  thou  art  pleafed  to  give  me  thy 
rcfolution,  viz.  to  have  what  thou  calls  thy  right,  and 
if  I  could  think  it  was  fo  too,  we  fiioiild  foon  recon- 
cile this  matter. 

*  Thou  add^",  if  I  am  tuilling  to  live  peaceal>!y,  (and 
I  defire  no  other  than  a  peaceable  living)  thou  vjilt 
tt'  as  moderate  as  I  can  cxpeti.     But  this  feems  an  odd 

way 
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way  of  {hewing  thy  moderation,  to  employ  an  at- 
torney J  for  thou  adds,  for  that  purpofe  thou  ha/i  re- . 
f erred  the  matter  to  Mr.  Smithy  to  do  as  he  thinks  fity 
and  that  may  not  perhaps  be  the  beft  way  to  (hew 
thy  moderation  ;  however,  be  that  as  it  will,  I  muft 
tell  thee,  that  what  I  cannot  directly  pay,  for  the 
reafons  aforefaid,  I  cannot  order  or  allow  another  in- 
directly to  pay  for  me  ;  for  although  I  might  bribe 
my  confcience,  as  the  chief  priefts  did  the  foldiers, 
and  lull  it  afleep  in  fuch  hypocrify,  yet  an  awakening 
time  will  come  on,  when  every  thought,  with  every 
fecrct  thing,  will  be  brought  to  light,  and  appear  as 
it  is. 

*  This  with  due  refpeds  from  him  who  fhall  always 
be  ready  and  willing  to  ferve  thee  and  thine,  in  any 
thing  I  can  with  a  fafe  confcience,  and  in  any  office 
of  love  mayeft  command 

Thy  Friend  and  Neighbour^ 

Samuel  Bownas.' 

Thefe  letters  were  exchanged  between  us  fome 
weeks  before  I  was  made  a  prifoner,  and  whether 
they  might  foften  him  or  not,  I  dare  not  fay  much ; 
but,  as  before,  he  was  very  uneafy  while  I  was  in 
prifon,  and,  as  I  was  informed,  told  his  attorney 
and  his  wife,  if  he  loft  his  debt,  he  could  not  keep 
me  there. 

This  ftorm  being  blown  over  I  enjoyed  quietnefs, 
fave  that  I  was  profecuted  for  church-rates,  fmall 
tithes,  &c.  for  the  parfon  would  not  let  his  dues,  as 
he  called  them,  run  on  again  in  arrears,  but  would 
take  it  in  kind  every  year,  fo  he  never  had  me  before 
a  juftice  again,  but  if  he  could  not  have  it  in  one 
thing  would  take  another.  I  now  had  nothing  but 
my  bufinefs  that  lay  upon  me,  fave  the  attendance  of 
meetings  for  worlhip  and  difcipline,  with  marriages 

and 
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and  burials,  which  took  up  pretty  much  of  my  time, 
there  being  but  very  few  to  attend  fuch  fervices  in  riie 
country :  fo  that  I  had  fometimes  long  journeys  on 
thofe  occafions. 


An  Account  of  my  vifiting  Devonjhire  and  Cormvall, 

On  the  21  ft  of  the  eighth  month  17 15,  I  fet  out 
from  home,  and  vifited  Taunton,  Wellington,  Mil- 
verton,  Spiccland,  Cullumpton,  and  Toplliam,  where 
the  quarterly-meeting  for  Devooihire  was  held  at 
that  time:  I  was  at  three  meetings  there  to  good 
Hitisfaclion.  From  thence  to  Sticklepath,  and  Laun- 
cefton,  where  I  had  a  very  large  and  good  meeting. 
From  thence  to  Port-Ifaac  and  Falmouth,  viiiting 
friends  to  Fenryn  :  the  quartTly-meeting  was  held 
?.t  Falmouth,  aiid  I  had  very  agreeable  fervice.  From 
thence  to  Pcni-yn,  Market-Jew  and  Penzance,  fo 
back  toFa'mojth.  From  thence  to  Auiiel,  Tregony, 
Looe  and  Liflcard,  Germains,  Plymouth,  Kingfbridge 
and  Totnefs ;  had  meetings  at  all  thefe  p'aces,  fome 
of  which  were  very  large  and  well ;  and  at  Exeter 
likewife  :  from  that  to  Chard,  and  fo  home.  In 
this  fmall  journey  I  had  about  thirty  eight  meetings, 
and  travelled  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 

In  about  a  year  or  two  after  this,  my  wife  was 
taken  with  a  lingering  diforder,  for  the  recovering 
her  out  of  which,  I  applied  myfelf  to  feveral  do6tors,. 
but  all  in  vain,  for  fhe  continued  wafting  more  than 
two  years  and  eight  months,  growing  weaker  apace 
a  ^tw  weeks  before  flie  died,  which  was  in  the  eighth 
month  17 1 9.  She  died  in  a  fvveet  frame,  often  faying, 
that  nothing  troubled  her,  but  that  flie  was  fo  eafily 
deceived  about  the  parfon's  tithe,  which  being  done 
in  ignorance,  not  defignedly,  fhe  was  the  more  eafy 
about  it. 

After 
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After  which,  I  was  at  a  ftrait  what  courfe  to  take 
for  ibme  time,  being  in  confiderable  bufinefs,  vrhich 
1  kept  on  that  winter,  and  in  the  fpring  put  it  oiFto 
my  fervant,  and  let  what  little  eftate  I  had  to  him, 
putting  ofF  all  bufinefs,  and  M'ent  the  next  fummer 
into  my  own  country,  the  North,  to  vifit  my  friends. 
I  went  to  the  yearly  meetings  at  Briftol  and  London, 
in  courfe  as  they  came,  and  travelled  from  London 
through  Hertfordidiire,  Lciceflerfliife  andNottingham- 
Ihire  to  Leeds,  vifiting  the  meetings  of  friends  as  I 
palled  along  :  I  was  at  fundry  very  large  open  meet- 
ings in  my  way  to  the  yearly- meeting  at  York, 
which  was  very  large,  and  a  great  number-  of  mini-- 
Hers  of  both  fexe-^,  I  had  no  time  till  the  laft  meet- 
ing, and  the  time  of  that  was  far  fpent  before  I  be- 
gan, but  then  I  took  my  time  pretty  thoroughly, 
•being  opened  very  largely  in  the  diftinguifhing  between 
true  and  falfe  religi  n,  fetting  them  as  it  were  fide  by 
fide,  that  they  might  judge  for  themfclves  of  both 
the  worfhip  and  the  miniitry,  with  their  different 
effects  upon  the  minds  of  men  and  women  in  regu- 
lating our  paffions,  and  reforming  our  minds  ;  and 
opened  pretty  fully  the  danger  that  minifters  were  in, 
to  preach  irom  the  letter  inflead  of  the  Spirit ;  and 
that  our  former  open'ngs  and  experiences  alone  were 
not  to  he  deren  ed  upon,  but  our  iafeft  and  beft  fup- 
port  in  that  work,  was  the  immediate  ability  of  the 
Spirit,  opening  our  underft^ndmgs  in  matter  fuitabJe 
to  every  flrate,  that  our  words  might  be  fitly  fpoken, 
then  tney  wou'd  carry  their  own  evidence,  and  be 
ferviceable  to  the  her.rers  :  I  was  very  large  and  par- 
ticular on  theie  heads  ;  and  there  being  fundry  cler- 
gymen, and  tfaciiers  of  other  focieties,  I  did  not 
bear  of  any  obj  <5lion  made  to  the  doctrine  they 
heard  :  but  fome  or  our  friends  chought,  what  I  had 
to  fay  i.bout  the  min  ftry  would  have  been  better 
delivered  in  the  meeting  of  minifters  ;  but  that  could 
not  have   anfwered  fo   well,   as  to   the  teachers  of 

other 
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Other  focleties,  who  might  want  inftrucllon  in  thefe 
things,  perhaps  more  than  our  own  people  did.  This 
was  a  very  high  day,  and  I  found  in  myftlf  afterwards 
great  fatisfa6tion  and  peace. 

I  now  vifited  friends  towards  Kendal,  and  through 
part  of  Cumberland  and  Northumberland,  into  Scot- 
land, having  for  my  companion  a  young  man  from 
Sedberg,  his  name  was  John  Blamore.  I  found  friends 
in  that  nation  very  much  decreafed  in  number,  above 
one  half,  and  fundry  meetings  quite  dropt,  unlefs  when 
a  friend  came  to  vifit  them. 

I  fpent  about  fix  weeks  in  that  nation,  but  nothing 
extraordinary  happened  :  I  returned  into  Cumberland, 
vifiting  moft  of  the  meetings  in  that  county.  Our 
friends  had  at  Coclcerniouth  appointed  a  meeting  to  be 
the  day  after  the  fair,  at  the  time  called  Michaelmas, 
and  it  being  in  the  moft  hot  time  of  the  oppofition  the 
Pearfons  gave  to  friends ;  Job  and  his  brother  being 
at  that  fair  on  their  bufinefs,  they  gave  out,  that 
they  would  be  at  the  meeting  the  next  day,  which 
gave  an  alarm  to  both  town  and  country  people,  fo 
that  it  was  a  very  large  meeting  ;  and  as  Job  and  I  had 
been  very  friendly  before  he  fell  Into  thefe  ranting  fits, 
fome  friends  thought  he  would  fhew  me  fome  refpect, 
more  than  he  had  done  to  fome  others,  having  been 
heard  at  times  to  fpeak  in  my  favour :  but  James 
Dickenfon  being  prefent,  whom  they  had  abufed  fo  very 
much,  faid,  /  (hould  be  pleafed  to  fee  a  friendly  meeting 
between  yob  and  jny  friend^  but  I  little  expe^  it.  The 
meeting  came  on,  and  was  very  large,  and  very  open, 
and  quiet,  neither  Job  nor  his  brother  came,  being 
otherwife  employed,  having  fome  concerns  with  fome 
country  men  in  the  fair,  they  went  to  an  a!e-houfe 
to  fettle  their  afFairs,  and  differed  fo  much  about 
them,  that  from  words  they  proceeded  to  blows,  and 
this  fray  held  the*  time  of  the  meeting,  fo  we  were 
free  from  any  of  their  difturbance,  and  a  fweet,  com- 
fortable, quiet  meeting  we  had  to  great  fatisfattion. 

Ytom 
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From  Cockermouth  I  vifited  the  reft  of  the  meeting*; 
in  that  part  of  the  county,  and  fo  into  Weflmoreland 
again,  vifiting  all  the  meetings  in  that  county,  and 
through  the  dales  to  Richmond,  and  York  quarterl}- 
meeting  the   winter  quarter,   which  was  very  large, 
confidering   the  feafon    of  the   year.     I   had    fundry 
fatisfailory  times  amongfl:  friends,  both  in  meetincrs 
of  bufmefs   and   among'it  the  minifters,  in  very  freely 
opening,  and  (hewing   my  dear  brethren  a-  d  fiftcrs, 
in  the   openings  of  divine   Ifj,   the  experience    and 
knowledge  that  I  had  attained  to  in  the  work  of  the 
gofpel,  finding  my  fpirit  much  enlarged  in  the  fettino- 
forth  thereof.     But  the  laft  meeting  i  was  at  in  York, 
was  on  the   firft-day  in  the  evening  by  candle  light, 
and  the  crowd  in  the  houie  was  fo  very  great,  that  the 
candles  would  hardly  burn,  fome  died  quite  out  with 
the  breath  of  the  people  ;  the  excciTive  crowd  made  it 
very  troublesome  f)r  want  of  room,  and  not  fo  edify- 
ing as  if  the  company  had  been  lefs. 

From  thence  i  v/ent  to  Bridlington,  Ouftwick, 
Northcave,  vifiting  meetings  till  I  came  to  Brad- 
ford and  Leeds  :  I  had  fome  very  large  open  meet- 
ings in  that  part,  as  at  Brighoufe,  H'ghflats,  Shef- 
field, &c. 

I  travelled  to  Nottingham,  and  had  fome  meetings 
in  that  county,  and  lo  on  to  Leice'ler,  had  fundry  fmall 
meetings  thereabout,  and  fome  v»'ho  v/ere  convinced  in 
my  firit  travelling  thirher,  were  glad  to  fee  me,  and  I 
them,  fo  we  claimed  kindred  in  the  truth. 

I  now  made  a  kind  of  a  fliort  vifit  in  my  v:zy  to 
London,  which  I  viilted  thoroughly,  ftaid  in  the  city 
four  weeks,  and  had  very  good  fatisfaction :  return- 
ing through  part  of  BerklTiire,  I  had  at  Reading  two 
very  large  meetings,  and  fo  into  Dorfetifhire,  having 
no  meetings  after  Reading  till  Icame  there,  and  fo  to 
the  quarterly  meeting  in  Sornerfetfhire,  which  being  the 
Ipring  quarter,  was  held  at  Glailonbury,  very  large  it 
wiAS  indeed.  Then  back  to  Somerton  monthly  meeting, 
N  vifitinj^ 
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vifiting  meetings  to  and  fro,  being  at  funclry  funerals, 
both  before  and  after  the  yearly  meeting  at  Brillol,. 
which  was  this  year  very  large.  From  that  meeting 
I  went  towards  London,  vifiting  meetings  in  my  v/ay 
thither,  and  after  yearly  meeting  was  over  I  returned  . 
by  Alton,  Ailsford,  Rumfey,  Southampton,  and  the  Ifle 
of  Wight,  and  back  to  Ringwood  to  the  quarterly 
meeting  for  Hampfhiie,  and  to  Pool  yearly  meeting, 
it  being  there  this  year.  After  which  I  came  to  Brid- 
port,  quartering  at  Caleb  Hills,  who  married  my  niece; 
and  this  fummer,  before  the  yearly  meeting  at  Lon- 
don, 1  had  nr.ade  my  addreffes  to  the  widow  Nichols, 
leaving  the  matter  to  her  confideration,  and  now  I 
renewed  the  fuite.  And  in  the  eighth  month,  with 
fundry  other  friends,  went  to  folicit  the  parliament 
for  an  amendment  of  the  affirmation,  in  which  under- 
taking we  were  favoured  with  fuccefs,  wiiich  was  of 
very  great  advantage  to  the  fociety,  and  the  goo^ 
effects  of  it  foon  appeared. 

I  returned  home  in  the  fpring,  and  then  proceeded 
in  my  addrefles  to  the  widow,  and  we  were  married 
in  the  fecond  month  1722,  and  we  went  to  London 
yearly  meeting  together,  which  was  to  vciy  great 
comfort. 

I  returned  dire(5tly  home  with  my  v/ife,  and  being 
in  a  coach,  had  no  opportunity  of  vifitmg  meetings 
cither  going  or  coming.  Being  got  fafe  home,  I  ap- 
plied mylelf  to  aflift  my  wife  in  her  hufintfs  as  well 
as  I  ccuH,  attending  genend,  monthly  and  other 
n^eetings  on  publick  cccafions  for  three  years :  then 
I  had  a  concern  to  vifit  America  once  more,  which 
my  poor  wife  could  not  at  firft  with  eafe  confent  to, 
although  I  had  laid  it  before  her  when  I  firfl:  made  my 
addrcfics  to  her,  yet  when  it  came  to  be  put  in  practice 
was  not  eafily  got  over.  But  afterwards  (he  gave 
me  freely  up  to  go  with  my  fon-in-law ;  and  I  got 
ready  and  went  off,  before  it  was  thought  of  by  almoft 
any  body  but  the  friends  in  our  own  neighbourhood. 

However, 
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However,  that  it  mi^ht  not  look  like  fl:e;il;ng  awav, 
I  wrote  to  fome  of"  my  chofeii  friends  at  London,  in  the 
North,  Eriltol,  and  tile  where  through  this  nation, 
and  to  fome  few  in  Irehn  ',  being  willing  to  advlfe 
them  where  to  meet  me  with  letters  in  that  country. 
Novv  having  nothing  to  do  more,  my  wife  brought 
me  on  my  way  to  Pool,  at  which  place,  before  1 
went  off,  I  rccei\'ed  anfwers  to  fundry  of  my  letters, 
fome  of  which,  if  brevity  did  not  require  the  conirary, 
would  well  dcferve  a  place  here. 

I  Ihall  now  proceed  to  my  laft  journey  into  America, 
v.z. 

jin  AccDunt  of  my  Iraveh  in  Anuruay  the  fecond 
time^  being  in  1726,  and  in  the  fiftieth  year  of 
viy  age. 

I  left  mv  own  home  the  22d  duy  of  thetcnrii 
month  I72&,  being  accompanied  by  my  dear  wife, 
a  kinfm.in,  and  a  fon-in-law,  to  Pool,  being  to 
t-.^ke  fhipping  there  with  rny  fon-in-lav/  Jofiah 
Nich  Jfun,  but  the  fhip  was  not  quite  ready;  and  when 
ic  wa«  ready,  the  wind  being  againft  us,  v/ere  obliged 
to  flay  there  about  five  weeks,  fo  I  had  fundry 
fatisfadory  opportunities  both  amongft  friends  and 
others. 

All  being  ready,  my  wife  alfo  gone  home  fome 
days  before,  and  the  wind  fair,  we  fet  fail  out  cf 
Stutland-bay,  the  24th  of  the  eleventh  month,  with  a 
fair  wind  and  pleafant  weather,  v/h:ch  carried  us  a 
confidtrable  diitance  off  the  land  ;  but  it  held  but 
three  days,  and  ihen  it  was  very  contrary  hard  winds 
after  that,  which  made  me  very  fick,  and  other  ways 
out  of  order,  fo  that  I  almoft  defpaired  of  my  life 
for  a  few  days,  but  had  great  comfort  and  peace  of 
mind,  being  fatisfied  I  was  in  my  place,  and  in  the 
way  of  my  duty.  1  recovered  as  the  weather  grew 
better,  and  the  fea  quieter,  but  we  had  a  very  Jong; 
N  2  and 
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«nd  tedious  pafTage,  being  eleven  weeks  and  two  days 
upon  the  fea,  from  land  to  land;  and  on  the  14th 
ol""  the  fecond  month  1727,  we  landed  at  Hampton, 
ctherwife  Kickatan  in  Virginia,  and  that  evening  I  got 
a  paflTagc  in  a  Pool  fliip  up  to  Sleepy-hole,  and  that 
night  about  the  1 1  th  hour  I  got  to  Robert  Jordan's, 
being  very  glad,  though  very  weary,  that  1  was  got  to  fo 
good  a  place,  where  I  had  fo  hearty  a  welcome,  and 
had  fo  great  an  income  of  peace  and  comforr.  'Ihis 
being  on  the  feventh-day  of  ti.e  week,  the  next 
morning  I  went  to  a  fi:neral  about  twenty  miles, 
which  was  a  long  journey  on  my  firft  arrival  ;  and 
confidering  the  inhabitants  are  but  thin,  there  was  a 
great  concourfe  of  people  on  the  occaficn,  and  1  had 
a  pretty  open  time,  confidering  I  had  not  quite  reco- 
vered my  weaknefs  ;  befides,  the  motion  of  the.  fea 
v/AS  very  much  in  my  head,  fo  that  I  had  a  great 
dizzinefs  and  f.vimming,  thit  nsade  me  to  reel  like  a 
drunkard,  as  is  common  in  the  ITke  cafe. 

That  night  1  went  with  my  friend  Robert  Jordan 
to  an  inn,  near  to  the  place  where  his  fon  Robert  was 
a  prifoner,  who  was  a  pretty  youth,  and  had  a  very 
ferviceable  miniUry.  'i  he  father  and  I  flaid  with  the 
prifoner  ajl  the  next  day,  and  ifi  the  evening  went 
to  lodge  at  t' e  prifoner's  h:  ufe,  his  poor  v^-ife  being 
alone:  and  although  her  hufband  was  confined,  ihe 
was  theerfu!.  We  had  a  meeting  in  the  prifon  to 
j;Ood  fatisfaction,  many  people  came  to  it,  and  v/ere 
very  orderly. 

1  then  had  a  meeting  at  the  wefi:ern  branch  of 
Nanftnumd  River,  and  was  i.t  a  funeral  of  a  young 
man  who  \yas  very  much  lamented. 

I  went  that  nignt  towards  Chuckatuck,  where  I  had 
a  fine  comfortable  opportLinity,  and  on  the  road,  I 
had  iome  di(courfe  with  an  ancient  friend,  concern- 
ing the  liealth  of  the  country,  we  fuppofing  people 
did  not  live  fo  long  in  Virginia  as  in  Europe.  1  his 
friend  told  me,  the  firft  man  child  that  was  born  in 
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tTie  province  of  Englifh  parents  lived  eighty  years, 
and  that  many  fince  had  livi^d  confiderabl;'  longer  ^ 
fo  that  it  is  not  the  climate,  but  the  intemperance  of 
the  people  that  fhortens  their  days,  for  experience 
made  it  appear,  that  temperate  people  lived  much  the 
fame  time  as  they  do  in  Europe.  Biit  this  firft-born 
of  the  province  was  very  remarkable,  for  it  was  faid 
that  he  was  difafFedled  to  the  th';n  gnvernment,  and 
had  uttered  fome  treafonable  cxpreffions  againft  it, 
and  for  that  caufe  was  tried,  and  found  guilty,  be.'ng 
condemned  to  die  fox  that  crime  :  but  when  it  was- 
made  appear,  that  he  wa<;  the  firft  male-child  born 
in  the  province  of  the  Englifh  nation,  it  was  refo!ved, 
that  he  fhould  be  pardoned.  Thus  he  was  prefrrved 
from  that  untimely  end,  to  run  out  nature's  rac^, 
which  v.'as  eighty  years. 

I  went  after  this  meeting  to  vifit  the  prifo.ier,  and 
next  day  v^as  at  a  funeral,  the  people  being  verv 
humble,  by  reafon  of  a  great  mortality,  fo  that 
preaching  the  gofpel  had  a  very  great  reach  upon- 
tnern,  and  feveral  were  convinced  :  next  d^y  I  went 
to  Levy-neck,  had  a  meeting,  and  went  next  day  to 
Surrey  raeeting-houfe  to  a  funeral,  having  been  at 
four  in  about  tv.-o  weeks.  After  this  I  took  a  turn 
round  again  toLevy-neck,o:herwife  Pagan  Creek,  and 
had  a  meeting.  Thence  to  Rafk-rs-neck,  had  a  meet- 
ing, and  fo  round  till  the  quarterly  meeting  was  at 
hani ;  and  then  came  on  to  the  prif-iner's  houfe,  viz. 
Robert  Jordan's,  to  lodge.  Next  day  at  the  meeting 
I  met  a  Friend  of  London,  his  name  was  Jo(hua  Field- 
ing, who  had  vifited  the  ifland,  and  South  Carolina, 
and  had  travelled  by  land  to  North  Carolina,  about 
five  hundred  miles,  in  about  three  weeks  moftly 
alone,  which  was  a  difficult  and  hazardous  attempt :. 
fome  thought  it  too  great  an  undertaking,  and  feemed 
to  blame  him  for  it,  but  he  got  fife  through,  though 
he  had  no  provifion  but  what  he  carried  with  him, 
and  met  with  about  four  or  five  houfes  or  plan- 
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fations  in  all  that  five  hundred  miles  travel,  which 
obliged  him  to  ledge  in  the  woods  frequently  ;  but 
having  a  fmall  pocket  compaf^,  that  was -his  guide, 
when  the  fun  and  flars  were  hid  from  him.  But 
I  have  fmce  !:eard,  that  fome  ethers  have  travelled 
over  this  fan  e  ground,  (plantations  and  fettlements 
being  now  placed  at  proper  dillances)  with  lefs  hard- 
fhip,  viz.  they  having  a  road  marked  -  out  by  the 
government,  and  now  they  may  accomplifli  this 
journey  without  fo  frequently  lying  in  the  wood?,  as 
when  this  friend  came  from  thence.  I  was  at  the 
quarterly  meetirg  v.hich  held  the  feventh  and  firft- 
day,  and  it  being  very  hot  weather,  made  it  a  little 
ttdious  to  bear,  there  being  a  great  crov/d  of  peo- 
ple, but  the  meetings  ent'ed  well,  and  were  of  good 
fervice. 

Thence  I  went  to  Levy-neck,  and  vifited  all  the 
meetings  up  to  Curl's  on  the  banks  cf  James's  river, 
iiad  an  open  goc  d  meeting  there,  though  fmall. 
Thence  to  Gerrard  ElHfon's  and  had  a  large  and  open 
meeting.  Thence  to  Rappahannock  Ferry,  travelling 
llxty  miles  that  day  :  I  lodged  at  a  poor  widow's 
houfe,  no  friend  by  profeffion,  but  fhe  was  exceed- 
ing kind.  I  had  fomcthing  to  fay  in  prayer  bcfoie 
meat,  with  which  fhe  was  greatly  afleclted,  and  bro- 
ken into  tears  very  much,  with  fome  others  of  the 
family.  When  v/e  left  her  in  the  morning,  fhe 
would  not  te  prevailed  upon  to  take  any  thing  for 
our  quarter?,  but  defired  that  fhe  might  be  favoured 
with  fuch  gueR?  often.  I  gave  her  chi'dren  fomc- 
thing, ar.d  V'C  hh  her  in  much  love  and  tendernefs. 
Thence, I  travelie.!  towards  Maryland-,  about  feventy 
miles,  and  had  tut  one  meeting  in  the  way,  v/here 
lived  one  William  DufF,  v;ho  was  at  that  time  a  very 
tender  and  ferviceable  man.  The  yearly  meeting  in 
.  fvlaryjand  came  now  on,  which  held  four  days,  viz. 
Three  for  worflilp,  and  one  for  bufinefs.  Many 
people  refort  to  it,  and  tranfacl  a  deal  of  trade  one 
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with  another,  fo  that  it  is  a  kind  of  market  or  change' 
where  the  caj.tains  of  fliips  and  the  planters  meet  ai'id 
fettle  their  affairs;  and  this  draws  abundance  of  neo- 
ple  of  t'.e  beft  rank  to  it.  It  being  in  that  called  the 
Whitfun-week. 

After  this  meeting  I  vifited  the  province  on  that  fide 
of  the  bay,  fully  from  Potuxant,  and  forne  places 
where  meetings  had  not  been,  miffing  no  place  till  I 
came  up  to  the  head  of  the  bay  ;^but  nothing  uncom- 
mon happened  at  thofe  meetings,  which  were  about 
eight  in  all.  Then  I  ferried  over  the  great  Sufqi.ehan- 
nah  toNottingham  in  Pennfylvania  :  fome  friends  carme 
from  thence  into  Maryland  to  meet  me,  and  condudl 
me  over  that  large  ferry,  which  was  attended  with 
pretty  much  dsnger,  it  being  a  wide  and  very  rough 
Tea,  and  I  feemed  in  more  danger  than  I  was  upon  the 
ovean  in  the  greateft  ftorm  we  met  v/ith,  but  through 
mercy  we  all  got  fafe  over,  although  wiih  hard  l.ibour 
and  great  care  and  difficulty;  and  the  firft  meetin."' 
that  I  had  in  that  province  was  in  Nottingham,  and  I 
had  two  in  that  townfllip.  Then  I  vifited  the  meet- 
ings as  they  came  in  courfe,  as  New-garden,  London 
Grove,  Kennct,  Concord,  ChefVer,  Sprin^fxeld,  and  fo 
to  Philadelphia.  A  great  number  of  friends  came 
cut  of  Philadelphia  to  m.eet  me,  which  gave  me  great 
uneafintf^,  fearing  I  fnould  never  be  enabled  to  anfwer 
the  high  expectations  that  were  raifed  by  fuch  a  con- 
duct ;  and  it  were  better  to  forbear  fuch  doings,  for 
it  is  rather  a  hurt  than  a  help.  Now  I  fhall  give 
my  opir.ion  of  thofe  meetings  which  were  fo  very 
large,  Icveral  of  them  amounting  to  fifteen  hundred, 
an  i  fome  more,  and  moftly  another  generation  ;  but 
vt^ry  few  of  the  elders,  that  twenty  yeais  before  were 
fcrviccable,  zealous  men,  were  now  living  ;  and  many 
of  the  rifmg  youth  did  come  up  in  tbe  form  more 
than  in  the  power  and  life,  that  their  predeceiTors 
v/ere  in  ;  neverthelefs,  there  was  a  fine  living  people 
a;nongft  them,  and  they  were  in  a  thriving  good  wav, 
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fundry  young  miniilers  being  very  hopeful,  both  men 
and  women. 

I  was  at  three  meetings  in  Philadelphia,  exceeding 
large,  more  liice  yearly  meetings  than  common  firfl- 
day's  meetings  ;  after  v.hich  1  iLiid  but  two  nights, 
being  in  hafte  to  reach  a  y?arly  or  quarterly  meeting, 
near  30c  miles  farther  north,  at  Newport  on  Rhode- 
liland,  fo  1  travelled  from  thence  to  Burlington,  Crofi'- 
wicks,  Stony- brook  and  Woodbridi;e,  and  had  meet- 
ings at  all  thofe  places.  Then  to  Long-lfland.  1  w-as 
at  a  ye.iriy  meeting,  as  they  called  it,  at  New- town  on 
the  firft-day  of  the  week  ;  it  was  very  large  of  both 
friends  and  other  people.  There  I  found  fundry  of  my 
former  friends,  as  John  Rodman,  Hugh  Copperthwaite, 
Samuel  Bowne,  and  fundry  others,  that  had  been  of 
great  comfort  and  fupport  to  me  in  my  imprifonment 
on  that  ifland,  and  we  were  truly  glad  to  fee  and  enjoy 
each  other  in  the  truth  of  the  gofpel. 

Ther.ce  I  took  my  journey  through  Connecticut, 
near  two  hundred  miles,  to  Rhode-Ifland,  and  I  went 
round  from  Newport  vifiiing  the  meetings,  as  at 
Seconnet,  Cockfet,  Dartmouth,  and  back  to  the  ifland, 
and  fo  to  the  quarterly  meeting  at  Newport,  which 
vas  very  U^rge  and  continued  three  days.  I  was  largely 
drawn  forth  to  the  elders  and  minifters,  there  being 
pretty  many  of  them,  and  had  very  good  fatisfa6lion  in 
all  their  meetings.  Thence  back  to  a  monthly-meet- 
ing at  Dartmouth,  which  was  very  large  ;  but  a  nar- 
rownefs  of  fpirit  did  fome  hurt  amongft  them,  and 
produced  fome  uneafmefs,  which  1  endeavoured  to  re- 
move, which  was  chiefly  occafioned  by  a  young  man's 
being,  as  fome  thought,  too  much  in  the  fafhion,  al- 
though plain,  compared  with  fome  others  j  )et  fome 
tliought  this  reafon  fufEcient  to  refufe  his  propofal  of 
marriage  among  them,  although  well  recommended 
from  the  monthly-nieeting  where  he  was  a  member; 
upon  which  1  fhewed  them,  that  as  he  was  fo  well 
recommended  by  certificate,  they  could,  not  reje£l  his 
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propofal  according  to  our  difcipline.  The  meeting, 
after  we  had  fome  farther  conference  about  it,  let  the 
young  people  proceed,  and  matters  grew  eafy,  and  that 
cloud  of  difference  difperfed  and  vanifhed,  which  was 
like  to  hurt  both  monthly-meetings. 

From  thence  I  went  about  five  miles  to  one  Jofeph 
Rufll'll's,  in  order  to  take  (hipping  for  the  ifland  of 
Nantucket.  We  met  v/ith  feme  difficulty  in  the  paf- 
fage,  and  were  obliged  to  put  into  the  iOand  called 
Martha's  Vineyard,  but  had  no  meeting  in  it.  Alter 
landing  on  Nantucket  on  the  fixch  day  of  the  week, 
notice  being  given,  the  next  day  v.e  had  a  very  large 
meeting  in  the  forenoon,  and  on  the  firil-day  it  was 
much  greater,  efpecially  in  the  afternoon,  the  inha- 
bitants generally  inclining  to  friends,  there  was  great 
love  and  unity  amongft  them.  I  defired  a  felect 
meeting  of  the  elders,  to  whom  I  had  fomething  in 
particular  relating  to  difcip-ine  and  the  miniliry, 
which  was  of  good  fervice  and  vyell  accepted.  I  rtaid 
two  meetincrs  more,  and  vifited  fundry  families  on 
the  iiland,  and  then  took  (hipping  back  again,  was 
tvt'O  nights  on  board,  and  being  in  an  open  boat,  and 
the  weather  very  hot,  it  was  tediou-  >  feveral  of  the 
ifland  came  v/ith  u>,  and  we  landed  at  John  RuffeFi's; 
and  from  thence  (havmg  Nathaniel  Starbuck  with 
me)  to  a  fmall  meeting  called  Seepecan,  and  fo  to 
Suckenafer.  Here  a  man  gave  (ome  uneafinefs,  by 
raifmg  objections  about  the  light,  a^  not  being  uni- 
verfd,  rendering  the  docfrine,  as  he  would  expound  it, 
againft  reafon,  urging,  that  the  noturd  confequence 
murt  hold  forth  <^s  many  Unljh  as  people^  that  were 
enlightened  by  him.  To  which  I  anfwercd,  byallud- 
ii'.g  tt)  the  natural  fun,  which  enlightens  the  earth, 
and  every  dwelling,  fo  that  we  frequently  fay,  when 
the  ra\s  of  light  from  the  fun  come  into  the  room,  the 
fun  Jhnies  into  it ;  but  the  fun  is  not  therefore  divided, 
but  it  is  the  fame  lun  that  enlightens  the  houfe  here, 
that  does  the  fame  to  another  clfcwhere :  Evai  Jo  is 
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the  light  ofChryl :  he  is  the  true  light  that  enlightens 
every  man  coming  into  the  world.  Thus  expound- 
ing and  ilkiflrating  the  doftrine  of  the  Hght,  the  people 
who  were  but  a  {^^n.,  fcemed  much  affected  therewith. 
I  had  alfo  in  my  dodtiine  that  day  laid  down,  the 
kingdom  of  God  or  of  heaven  to  be  within,  and  that 
it  was  equally  univtrfal  with  the  light  ;  but  at  that  he 
cavilled  likewife,  but  made  nothing  of  it,  for  I  had  it 
upon  me  to  open  and  fet  forth  what  the  kingdom  in 
this  place  meant,  and  how  it  ought  to  be  underflood, 
plainly  fliewing,  that  by  the  kingdom  of  heaven  was 
meant  the  di\ine  feed  in  ihe  heart,  otherwife  called 
the  grace  of  God,  which,  as  every  one  makes  the 
rule  uf  :heir  actions,  in  both  a  moral  and  re'-igious 
conduit,  it  teaches  us  our  duly  to  God  and  one 
another,  by  which  we  are  brought  under  the  govern- 
ment cf  Chrift,  and  thereby  made  partakers  of  that 
peace  within,  v.hich  may  be  ju  ft  I  y  termed  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  within.  So  the  objections  thus  made 
by  th  s  forward  man,  though  weak  and  impertinent, 
gave  opportunity  to  explain  the  dodtrine  'of  the 
gofpel  more  clearly,  fo  that  although  fuch  objedtors 
ieldom  in'end  any  good,  yet  good  often  comes  out  of 
the  r  cbjcdtions. 

From  thence  I  travelled  to  Sandwich,  Yarmouth, 
Scituate,  and  then  to  a  meeting  where  Michael 
W;:ntcn  lived,  and  fo  for  Bofton,  vifiting  the  meet- 
ings to  Lynn,  Maiblchoad  and  Salem;  but  nothing 
happened  at  any  of  thefe  meetings  worthy  of  note. 
I  came  to  Nevvjbury,  the  town  which  I  mentioned  in 
my  firft  journey,  but  there  were  very  few  friends  here 
now,  not  above  nine  or  ten  in  all.  T  he  people  had. 
notice,  but  the  room  was  very  fmall»  and  the  prieft 
came,  and  did  all  he  could  to  hinder  the  people  from 
coming  in,  and  made  a  very  great  noife  concerning 
the  danger  of  our  principles  and  doctrines.  1  en- 
deavoured to  prefs  him  to  fhew  wherein  ;  but  he 
ev.ided  that  as  much  as  poilible  he  could,  and  charged. 
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in  general  ;  but  by  being  clofely  prefled  upon,  at  laft 
he  pitched  upon  our  denying  the  fcriptures,  ijaptifm 
and  the  fupp.r,  and  the  refurreclion  of  the  body.  I. 
bid  him  hold,  and  firft  prove  that  we  denied  the 
fcriptures,  and  fo  the  reft  in  order,  as  they  came  in 
courfe  ;  for  I  aflerted,  that  we  owned  the  fcriptures ; 
and  he  f.iid,  we  did  not :  and  I  demanded  proof  of  him, 
otherwife  he  muft  be  concluded  a  falfe  accufer.  He 
went  about  it,  but  could  make  noth  ng  of  it.  When 
he  had  faid  what  he  could,  I  told  h  m,  his  accuCation 
in  this  point  relating  to  the  fciipture  muft  be  falfe,  for 
that  it  was  publickly  knm\'n,  that  both  in  our  preach- 
ing, and  alfo  in  cur  writings,  frequent  recourfe  was 
h:.d  to  the  text,  to  prove  our  doctrine,  and  this  muft 
be  a  plain  demonllration  and  proof,  that  we  owned 
the  fcriptures.  The  people  alloAcd  this  to  be  right  ; 
and  he  coming  fo  lame  off  at  firft,  would  proceed  no 
farther  in  that  publick  manner,  but  would  have  me 
go  to  his  houfe,  and  talk  thefe  matters  over  in  his 
clofct.  1  told  him  his  meeting-houfe  was  more  proper 
for  fuch  a  conference  than  his  clofet,  and  there  I 
would  meet  him  v/hen  he  pleafed  ;  for  I  t')ld  him, 
that  I  had  heard  that  he  treated  the  doctrines  held  by 
us,  in  his  pulpit,  very  unhandfomely,  where  he  knew 
none  dared  to  oppole  him,  and  if  he  would  clear 
thefe  things  up,  1  fhould  be  pleafed  with  an  oppor- 
tunity to  hear  him  do  it  in  as  publick  a  way  as  he  had 
defamed  us,  either  to  make  proof  of  his  charges,  or 
retract  them  ;  but  he  would  not  permit  any  fuch 
things  :  he  had  charged  friends  with  denying  the 
Jcriptures-,  Chr'ij}^  the  refurrcCiion  of  the  body^  and  that 
we  pretended  to  revela-ion  now,  although,  as  he  faid, 
it  was  ceafed  fome  generations  fmce.  But  he  being 
a  hot,  weak  man,  juft  fet  up  in  his  trade,  did  en- 
deavour to  ingratiate  himfelf  this  way  into  the  minds 
of  the  I'eople,  but  he  loft  ground  by  it  great!)',  fo  that 
as  he  could  make  nothing  of  it  but  noiie  and  tumult, 
we  parted  ;   and   I  was  told,   that  fome  of  his  own 

people 
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people  blamed  him  much,  for  the  interruption  he  gave 
me,  and  for  endeavouring  to  hindtr  the  people  from 
coming  to  hear  for  themfelves. 

From  thence  I  went  to  Aimfbury,  Hampton,  &c. 
it  was  Hampton  monthly  meeting,  which  held  but 
one  day.  I  wss  concerned  to  ftir  up  friends  to  keep 
a  faithful  record  of  all  their  fufferings,  to  be  made  life 
of  as  occafion  might  require,  the  prielts  hearers  mak- 
ing fpoil  of  friends  goods  to  fupport  their  own  falfe 
miniftry,  with  which  fome  people  were  fo  uneafy  and 
opprefied,  that  complaints  in  almoft  every  townlhip 
appeared  againft  them. 

From  thence  1  came  to  Dover,  it  was  their  monthly- 
meeting  likewife :  they  weie  very  raw,  and  managed 
their  affi-irs  but  indifferently,  chiefly  occafioned  for 
v/ant  of  fome  better  hands  to  write  and  keep  their 
books  in  order.  I  was  likewife  concerned  here  to  put 
them  upon  recording  their  fufferings,  and  in  a  way 
how  to  do  it  J  for  they  were  fufferers  not  only  on 
accouirt  of  the  hireling  preachers,  to  maintain  them 
in  their  pride  and  idlenefs,  but  alfo  on  the  account  of 
bearing  arms,  which  was  likewife  pretty  heavy  upon 
them  in  fome  towns  ;  but  then  in  others  their  neigh- 
bours were  moderate,  and  made  not  much  ado  about 
them  :  but  fome  did  comply  to  pay  off  their  quota 
about  bearing  of  arms,  who  would  not  pay  a  doit  to 
the  paifon,  they  feeing  very  clearly,  that  they  were 
wrong,  and  preached  themfelves,  and  for  themfblves. 
We  had  a  fine  agreeable  time  in  conference,  and 
there  appeared  both  great  fincerity  and  innocencv 
amongft  them  ;  I  was  at  their  hrft-day  meeting, 
which  was  very  large,  and  to  great  fatisfa<Sl::or..  After 
meeting,  finding  that  fome  mifunderftanding  was 
amonglt  them  about  the  building  of  a  meeting-houfe, 
v/e  got  them  together,  (my  dear  friend  Nathaniel 
Starbuckfrom  Nantucket  being  Hill  with  me)  and  we 
endeavoured  and  perfuaded  them  to  peace  and  love, 
in  which  vVe  were  fuccefsful :  we  appointed  a  meeting 

to 
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to  be  held  thefe,  which  was  attended  by  all,  or  the 
greateft  part  of  friends  of  that  monthly-meeting,  and 
a  fine  comforiable  opportunity  we  had,  and  they  feemed 
all  very  eafy  and  reconciled  one  to  another. 

Thence  I  v\ent  to  Strawberry-bank,  otherwife  called 
Portfmouth,  but  it  proved  an  unfuitable  time,  becaufe 
all  the  country  was  come  together,  the  military  part 
efpecially,  with  all  their  arms  and  accoutrements  of 
war,  to  proclaim   king    George  the  Second,    (news 
being  come  three   weeks  before,  that  his  father  died 
on  his  way  to  Hanover)   and  alio  on  account  of  the 
peace  that  was  concluded  with  the  Indians:  however, 
notwithftanding  the  vafc  crowd  and  hurry,   we   had  a 
very   quiet,    tliough    but    fmall   meetng;    and   notice 
being  whifpered,  that  there  was   to  be  a  marriage  at 
Dover  on  a  day  appointed,  many  in  curiofity  came 
to   it,  and  the  people  feemed  much  pleafcd  with  our 
way  of  marrying,  few   of  them   having   been  at  any 
before.     Al!  cnced  quiet,  wiihout  any  difpute.     Then 
we  had   another   meeting  at  the  new  meeting-houfe, 
a!'ter  v/hich  I  found  a  concern   to  dcfire  an  opportu- 
nity with  the   miniflers  and  elders,   which  was  very 
readily  granted  •,  and  I  was  much  concerned  to  requeft 
and  advife  both  the  minifters  and  elders,  to  endeavour 
to  keep  'n  the  unity  of  the  fp.rit  amongft  themfelves, 
th:.t  they  might  be  good  examples  to  the  flock,  over 
which  they  were  to  Vv-atch,  and  to  be  ready  and  willing 
to  adminifler  good  couisfel,  which  the  apoftie  calls 
feeding  of  the  flock ;   and  this  he  recommends  to   the 
elders  as  their  bufmefs  :  and   that  the   n-iniiters  look 
well  to  their  gifts,  carefully  avoiding  either  to  abrido-e 
or  enlarge  in  their  miniftry  beyond  the  true  opening 
of  life  in   themfelves,    labouring    with- diligence   and 
hum.ility  to  evince  the  truth  of  their  word-  by  their 
own  conduc^L,   that  no  blemiih  or  fpot  mi'jht  appear 
jimongil:  them,  nor  any  jufl  ground  to  reproach  them 
with  teaching  others  what  theydi.i  net  praflice  them- 
felves, being  careful  in  condud,  that  their  word-  and 
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fiStions  rnigPrt  be  agreeab'e  ;  this  would  give  authority 
to  their  miiuftry,  and  atracSl  lionour  and  reQ-ecl  from 
their  hearers. 

From  tr-ence  I  went  to  viHt  the  widow  Hanfon, 
who  had  bec!i  taken  into  captivity  by  the  Indians, 
an  account  of  which  I  took  from  h- r  ov.n  mouth, 
being  in  fubftance  as  foiloweth  :  '  Eleven  naked 
Indians  came  with  violence  upon  the  family,  and 
killed  two  of  the  childien  juft  as  they  entered  the 
houfe ;  two  little  boys  more  being  at  play  behind 
the  houfe,  when  they  heard  the  noife,  came  running 
in  great  furprize,  the  younger  of  whom  could  not  be 
prevai  cd  \\iih  to  m;  dcr..te  his  giief,  whereupon  one 
of  the  Indians  with  a  tomahawk  (a  little  hatchet) 
ftruck  him  on  die  head  and  killed  tlie  pocr  child,  to 
rid  themfelvcs  c  f  the  noife,  ^nd  to  prevent  their  being 
difcovered,  and  to  ftrike  the  greater  terror  upon  thofe 
in  the  hcufe.  Then  ihey  rifled  the  houfe  of  what 
they  thoug  t  proper  to  carry  away,  'i'hey  took  the 
poor  woman,  who  had  lain  in  but  two  weeks,  along 
with  them  by  force  and  violente,  with  her  little  infant, 
and  two  daughters,  one  fon,  and  a  fervant  maid ;  it 
being  in  the  afternoon,  the  Indians  wcfe  in  a  great 
hurry  to  force  them  away  as  far  as  they  could  that 
night,  for  fear  of  being  purfued,  and  the  prifoners  re- 
taken. Thus  they  travelled  for  twenty  day?,  paffing 
through  many  lakes  and  rivers  ;  notwithft.inding 
which  they  took  no  c<;ld,  but  their  health  was  pre- 
ferved.'  The  inciedi^ble  and  feveie  trials. the  poor 
woman  and  her  children  went  through,  during  their 
captivity,  i  cannot  heredcfciibe  to  the  full,  in  all  which 
tliey  w;re  remarkably  favoured  by  Providence,  endur- 
ing haid  labour,  though  they  were  drove  to  very  j^reat 
flriiits  for  v.ant  of  provifions,  being  ncce/Titated  to 
cat  old  bear  and  bcver  fkin  matchcoats,  firft  fingcing 
the  hair  off.  After  my  reiurn  to  Eu'ope,  I  faw  at 
Dublin  a   relation   of  this  extraordinary  affair  in   a 

printed 
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primed  narrative,  which  was  brought  over  by  a  friend 
from  Anierio. 

Now  being  eafy  to  leave  thefe  parts  for  the  prefcnt,, 
1  returned  towards  Hampton,  but  in  the  wzv  had  a 
comfortable  meeting  at  a  town  called  Stratham,  and 
fo  to  Hampton,  Aimll^ury,  Haverill,  and  Newbu-y,  tlie 
place  Vv-here  the  priefi:  before  had  given  us  fo  much 
diifurbance  ;  but  althoui;h  i;e  had  r.otice  of  the  meet- 
ing, he  came  not,  and  but  a  very  few  of  his  j  cople  ;  it 
was  but  a  fmall  meeting,  yet  peaceable 

Tlien  I  returned  lo  Lynn,  where  v.'as  a  yearly- 
meeting,  which  was  very  large,  and  1  h;id  good  ,'ervice 
in  ir.  Ti-.cn  to  Salem,  it  being  their  yearly-nccrting 
for  worHiip,  and  quarterly-inectaig  lor  dlfciplin?, 
which  was  exceeding  large  ;  they  had  a  meeting  of 
m-iniflers  and  elders,  in  v/hich  I  was  much  eriargcd 
in  advice  ta  both:  then  came  on  t!ic  quaiterly- 
meeting,  in  wr.ich,  for  want  of  better  writers  and 
method,  they  vv'ere  fomewhat  dene  ent  in  their  bufuicfs,. 
whereby  it  became  tedious  to  themfelves  ;  I  endea- 
voured to  put  tliem  in  a  better  ircthod,  v^hich  they 
took  very  kindly  and  well :  and  after  this  was  ended, 
a  parting-meeting  of  worfhip  came  on,  v/hich  v/as 
Very  large,  and  was  attend)  d  by  abund,',nce  of  Prefby- 
terians  and"  other  people  :  I  vi\^.s  very  much  dravv'ii 
forth  into  various  branches  of  doiirinc,  and  the  meet- 
ing ended  well;  no  cavil  or  difpute  arifmg,  which 
they  are  but  too  liable  to.  •  I  was  informed,  that  what 
I  had  delivered  was  taken  down  in  writing,  but  I 
never  faw  it,  though  a  friend  afterwards  had  ihe  fight 
of  it,  and  the  writer  faid,  he  did  it  v.'ith  a  view  to 
have  it  printed  by  fubfcription,  and  get  fomething 
by  it. 

Not  finding  myfelf  clear,  I  return. d  back  with 
friends  to  Haverill,  and  next  day  had  a  comfortable 
little  meeting:  thence  to  Hampton  and  Dover,  it  was 
yearly-meeting  there  :.  they  having  in  .  almoft  every 
place  once  a  year  a  general  meeting,  which  they  call 
02  a  yearly- 
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a  yearly-meetng,  and  by  this  popular  title  abundance 
more  people  come  together,  in  expectation   of  fome- 
thing  extraordinary  there  to  be  met  with  ;  it  held  t'/vo 
days,   and  was   to  very  good  content.     Next  day  I 
had  a  meeting  on   Kittery-fide,   in  an  old   meeting- 
houfe   that  the    Prefby.erians    had    eieiSlcd,   but    not 
being  in  fo  con\'enie:it  a  place  for  ihem,  they  had  left 
it.     Many,  both  friends  and  others  came,  and  before 
it  was  quite  gathered,  the  pritft  with  a  large  company 
came  in,  and  imrncdiattly  began  to-pravj  continuing 
a  long  time  :   but  as  foon  as  he  had  done,  I  fpoke  to 
the    people    with    fome    authority,    which   feemed   to 
daunt  the  pried:,  who  it  was  thought  intended  to  have 
taken  up  all  thi  time  himfelf,  and  to  hv.ve  put  us  by; 
if  he  had  fucceeded,  they  would  have  gloried  and  tri- 
umiihed    much,  but  therein   they   were   difippointcd. 
In  the  couife  of  my  minirtry,  I  iniul^'d  on  the  danger 
of  neglecting  the  work  of  our  falvation,  ipeaking  cau- 
tiouuy,  that    fuch   an  omiffion   might    b?  irreparable. 
The  priett   replying,    fiid,  that  iliould   be  expreffed, 
will  be  irrepara'jie.     i  deHred  him  not  to  d.fturb  us, 
for  we  did  not  him  ;  and   repeating  my  words  over 
again,  with  this  additi'ni,  I  dare  not  fpeak  c:)nclurively 
of  the  mercy  of  God,  who  is  able  by  Cirid  to  dve  U5 
at  the  nour  of  death.      After  t'nis   he  v/as  fileiit,  only 
writing  whvn  he  thought  he  had  any  room  to  cavii, 
but  he  was  foon  weary,  for  I  was  very  ftrong  both  in 
power  and  dodlrine,  and  great  tendsrnefs  was  among 
the  people,  which   was  ftrange  to  him,  and  fcripturc 
came    very  apt   to   confirm   my   dovliiiie;    the   prieft 
growing  v/eary  would  ftay  no  longer,  but  walked  off, 
inviting  the  people    to   go   with   him,    but  very  few 
went.      ^ '.  e  had  a  very  good,  fervice.tble  opportunity, 
the  meeting  ended  very  quiet  and  well. 

Next  day  I  went  to  PortOnouth,  having  been  there 
before  at  an  impio;;er  time,  but  now  we  had  an  ex- 
cellent nieeting  ;  then  I  was  at  the  new  meeting- houfe, 
about  which  they  had  had  fome  uneafinefs ;  we  had 
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a  meeting  to  very   good  fatisfailion,   and  friends  ap- 
peared  well  reconciled.     Then  I  went  on  e  more  to 
viiit  the  widow  Hanfoa  at  Knox  march,   that  had,  as 
before,  been  taken  captive.      From  thence  to  Str  atham, 
having  had  a  meeting  thci-e  two  or  three  weeks  be- 
fore, and   the   people   were  then  very  much  afF-cted  : 
but  the  prieft  hearing  of  it,  was  very  uneafy,  and  went 
amongft  his   hearers,  begging  and   praying  them   not 
to  converfe  with  tiie  Quakers,  if  they  could  avoid  it, 
fo  that  we  had-  but  few  that  came  ;  amongft  whom 
was  a  man  in  dririk,  that  did  cavil,  and  wouL!  pretend 
to  a  difputation,  but  he  was  fo  much   in  liquor  that 
he  rambledin  his  difcourfe,  and  knew  not  what  he 
faid ;  he    went  away  in  a  rage,  curlmg  as  he  went 
along.       Ihence  I  came  to   Hampton  and  Aimfbury, 
ajid  had  meetings  at  both  places  ;  thence  to  Newbury, 
and  had  a  meeting  ;  to  which  the  prieft:  was  again  in- 
vited, but  he  did  not  come  near  us.     Next  day  1  was 
at  their  monthly-meeting,  which  was  but  dull.     Next 
day  I  WriS  up  in  the  woods,  ac  a  new  place,  where  there 
were  many  people,  and  we  had  a  eood  meeting.    Next 
day  I  was  at  a  marria'i^e,  which  was  held  ii;  a  I'refby- 
terian  meeting-place,  a  very  commodious,   handfome 
houfe,  and  would  contain  near  two  thousand  people, 
as  fome  fiid  ;  however,  it  was  as  full  as  it  could  well 
contain,  and  the  meeting  was  very  eafy  and  quiet: 
fundry  teachers  from  the   neighbouring  towns   were 
there,  and  I  was  doubtful  of.  fome  jangling  and   dif- 
pute,  but  all  went  oft"  very  quiet  and   well  :    I  was 
largely  opened  to  fet  forth  the  fcrvice  of  ournnonthly- 
meetings,    with   reipeiSb    to   taking   care  of  the  poor, 
deciding    of  differences,    and    tai<iing    cognizance    of 
marriages:  at  which  ihe  people  feemed  pleafe.1,  wonder- 
ing that  they  had  no  fuch  order  amongft  them  :  this 
was  a  very  high  day,  and  ended  well.     Next  day  I 
went  to  Lynn,  had  fundry  meetings  at  frefn  places 
about  Lyon,   iVlarblehead,  Salem,  and  in  feveral  little 
villaies  towards    Boilon:  taking  my  leave  of  friends 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  I  came  to  Bofton,  and 
,  o  3  had. 
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haH  two  meetings  there.     Then  I  went  to  Mendam, 
Providence,  and  Swanfey,  alias  Wickapinfett,  and  had 
meetings;;  and  then  to  Scitu^te  yearly-meeting,  which 
held  two  days,  hut  r.oth  ng  happened  uncommon,  fave 
that  the  parting-meeting  at  Pembrook.  was  very  large, 
very  open,   and  to  good  fatisfadtion :    I  had   a   fmal! 
meeting  at  Hanover  and  Free-town,  and  fo  back  to 
AVickiipinfett  again,  and  then  for  Rhode-Iflaiid  quar- 
terly-niceting :   the  fi-rt  day  I  had  fomething  to  lay  to 
the  minillers  and  elders  about   the  dilcipline  of  the 
church,  warning  them  to  look  dil};iently  to  the  flock  ; 
and  letting  them  know,   th.it  the  apoftacy  was  partly 
cccafioned  through  the  minifters  and  elders  negle*fiing 
their  duty,  &c.     Next  day  was  the  meeting  of  min'f- 
ters  and  elders,  and  I  was  very  much  d:av\n  forth  to 
both.      Then  I  had  a  meeting  at  Providence  middle 
meeting-houfe,    which    was    (inalL    but   pretty    well. 
Then  by  Mendam  I  went  to  Leicefter,  and  had  afweet 
good  time  with  a  few  feeking  people,  and  in  the  even- 
ing I  had  a  long  conference   with   a  young   woman 
about  the  fabbath,  the  facraments,  (fo  called,  and  fome 
other  points  ;   in  all  which  (lie  feemed  very  tender, 
and  In  a  good  frame,     I  told  her,  I  would  not  treat 
her  as  a  difputant,   in  an   adverfe  temper,    but  as  a 
fifter  and  friend  in  the  fame  faith  In  degree  :   but  flie 
con-* plained  much  of  the  bojidage  of  her  education j 
and  lamented  her  cafe. 

Prom  thence  I  went  to  Oxford,  where  was  no  meet- 
ing fettled,  or  any  friend  in  that  place;  the  pncfts, 
did  all  that  in  them  lay  to  hinder  the  people  from 
coming  to  hear  friends,  when  any  came  amongft 
thein,  if  they  knew  it ;  hoxvever,  we  had  a  good 
opportunity.  Thence  to  the  meeting  in  that  great 
houfe,  not  tar  from  Seth  Aldrich'?,  which  was  a  fine, 
full,  and  comfortable  meeting.  Then  to  the  upper 
meeting-houfe,  and  fo  to  Mofhantatnck,.and  to  War- 
wick, and  hau  meetings  In  thofe  places.  I  was  defired 
to  flay  to  attend  a  difpute.  One  Hugh  Adams,  a 
pricft,  had  challenged  friends,  he  havitig  undertaken  to 

prove 
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prove  infant-fprinkling  from  fcripture,  to  be  an  ordi- 
nance of  Ciirift  Eut  ill  the  proof  he  came  off  very 
la'Tiely,  Samuel  Aldrich,  an  excellent  and  ingenious 
difputant,  was  I'y  appoint  nent  to  v.anage  the  argu- 
ment on  friends  fid:-,  and  none  elfr- ;  but  fucb  argu- 
ments the  prieft  brought  for  their  fprinkling  as-  were 
entirely  new  to  the  audience  ;  one  was,  the  fpray  of 
the  red  Tea,  when  the  chil  iren  of  Ifrael  went  through 
it,  by  fbe  ftreng  h  of  the  wind  fprinkled  the  chil- 
dren, viz.  Infants,  as  well  as  old  pcopl;- ;  and  as  the 
ap(<rt!c  faid,  'They  were  all  bapt'fzed  in  the  cloudy  and 
/;;  the  pa.  Tliis  was  full  proof  <jf  the  point  for 
infant-fprinkling,  he  faid.  Hut  Samuel  made  an  excel- 
lent fiiort  d  fcourfe  on  the  text,  very  much  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  he  had  fo  much  the  al<:endant  in  the  ar'^u- 
ment  on  every  branch,  that  the  priell:  loft:  ground,  jind 
(evcral  of  his  Ijrctbren  being  ther-e,  were  much  afhamed 
of  huTi. 

Then  I  returned  back  to  Rhode-Tfland,  and  fo  to 
Cockfet  yearly-meeting,  which  was  very  large  ;  and 
then  to  Dartmouth  yearly- meeting",  which,  was  likewife 
very  large,  and  that  evening  was  a  meeting  of  mini- 
fters,  wherein  I  had  much  to  fay  on  fundry  heads- 
proper  to  tr.em  :  and  next  day  being  the  ye^irly-meet- 
ing,  it  was  very  large,  as  before,  there  bting  a  great 
refort  of  people  many  miles  round.  It  held  three  days, 
andendedto  the  fatisfafllon  of  moft.  This  evening,  as  I 
was  going  to  bed,  about  ten  at  night,  there  was  an 
exceeding  creat  earthquake,  that  made  a  noife  like  the 
driv^ing  of  carts  or  waggons  on  an  uneven  caufeway;  it 
continued  about  two  minutes,  to  the  great  furprize  of 
the  people.  It  was  felt  about  fifteen  hundred  miljs,  as 
v/as  after  computed,  and  as  was  thought  by  calcula- 
tion, was  not  quite  three  hours  in  going  that  fpace. 

From  thence  I  went  into  the  ifland,  and.  took  my 
laft  farewel  of  my  friends  in  that  part  of  the  coiin- 
try,  having  made  a  thorough  vifit  amongll  them. 
The  weather  by  this  time  grew  very  cold,  it  bein^ 

the 
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the  bci^innifig  of  the  ninth  month  ;  however,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Connedticiit,  James-town,  KiiViS-town,  and 
to  Greenwich    monthly  mcctino:.     From  therxe  Seth 
Aldr  ch,  John  Cafe^,',  John  Earle,  and  Peleg  Spencer, 
accompanied  me,  and  we  travelled  into  the  Prefoytcrian 
counfrv  ;   and  firll,   at  a  town  called  Preflon,  we  had 
a  fma!    meeting,  and  hearing  of  a  funeral  about  three 
miles  ofF,   we  went  thither  ;   the  people  (who,   as  we 
apprehended    were  Baptills)    feemed    much   furprized, 
and  our  not  joiniiig  a  young  man  who  pr;:yed  am.:ngft 
them,   ma  iC  them   look   more  fhyly   onus;    th^' poor 
man  feemed  in  confuiion  :    but   when  he   had  done, 
we  bad  a  fiiie  opportunity  to  good  fatisfa6lion.      Then 
we  took  our  joumey  towards  New  London,  and  on 
the  way  had  a  fmall  opportunity  amongft  frme  Pref- 
byter ians  ;"fuch  of  hem  who  were  bigotted  that  way, 
were  hard  to   fpeak   to  about  the  inward  work,  they 
could   not   receive   it.      Thence   to  New  f.ondon   on 
Gratton  fide,  to  c  ne  James  Smith's,  who  w.is  one  of 
Rogers's  kiiid  of  Baptirts,  but  his  wife  was  convinced, 
and  they  were  under  great  perfecution  by  the  Pie«f- 
byterians,  both   in  bod',  and  goods.      I  had  a  meeting 
at  John  Rogers's  on  New  Londrn  fide,  and  he  ohje£led 
asainft;  the  univtrfality   of  the  light  th^it  faves,  and 
about  baptifm  ;    he   had    much  to  fay  for   the   con- 
tinuance  of  water- baptifm,    but   at  the    fame   time 
would  allow,  that  there  was  no  resl  fpiritual  benefit  in 
it  at  all ;  and  he  afTtrted,  that  that  light  which  condemns 
for  eviJ,   was  but  the  tree  of  knowledge,  ;.nd  i:ot  fav- 
ino- j  but  Chrift's  light  which  faves,  was  another  thing; 
endeavouring  hereby  to  divide  between  the  light  that 
condemns,   and  that  which  faves,   making  them  two 
different  principles  from  each'  other.     I  took  the  bible, 
asid  turning  to  the  firft  of  John  the  evangelidr,  ihewed 
h  m,   that   ihc   i  ght  there    fpoken  of,  as    the  divinity 
cf  Chrift  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  was  the  fame  1  rin- 
ciple  tiiat  condemned  the  difobedicnt,   and  juftihed  the 
righteous  ;    the    principle    was   not   divided  in  itfelf, 

nor 
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nor  was  it  two  principle-^,  but  one  and  the  fame  in 
all  L  and  though  the  operation  of  this  one  light  dif- 
fered, that  difxcrence,  it  was  plain,  was  not  in  the 
light  itfelf,  but  in  the  different  object  on  which  it  did 
operate  ;  as  for  example,  the  fame  heat  of  the  fun 
that  foftens  wax,  will  harden  cLiy  ;  but  this  argues  not 
two  different  qualities  in  the  heat  of  the  fun,  though 
the  effect  of  its  heat  is  dia'erent  on  wax  and  clay  : 
by  which  (although  this,  or  but  few  allegories  will 
hold  throughout)  the  people  faw,  that  his  notio.i  of 
two  di'tereiit  lights,  one  favinj;,  the  other  condemning 
had  no  foundation  in  the  text.  Then  as  to  baptifm, 
he  divided  the  inffitution  into  three  parts  ;  fir  ft,  from 
John  ;  fecondly,  from  the  apoft'es  praitnlng  it  ;  and 
thirdly,  from  Mat.  xxviii.  19.  But  I  told  him,  as  he 
had  already  allowed  th  it  there  was  no  real  fpiritual 
adv'antAge  in  outward  water  baptifm,  his  imaginary 
divifioa  of  the  inftiturion  ftll  of  coirfe  ;  for  it  was 
againvt  reifon  to  fuppofe  any  thing  ordained  or  infti- 
tuted  bv  Chrill,  to  be  ufeJ  in  his  church  by  believers, 
could  be  of  no  real  fervice  ;  but  thou  allowed  that  bap- 
tifm v/iih  water  is  of  no  real  fervice,  therefo-e  it  is  no 
inftitution  of  Chrift  :  but  to  conclude  this  head,  we 
may  comparatively  with  the  apoftle  fay,  that  it  is  not 
the  outv/ard  part  of  Cnriftianitv,  or  b  prifm,  will  do  any 
good  to  believers,  but  in  r  .ali:y  he  is  a  Chriftian,  that 
is  one  inwardly:  and  baptifm  is  th  \t  of  the  heart,  and 
not  that  in  the  letter,  that  is  really  ferviceable  and 
faving.  Thus  we  ended  tiiis  conference  :  but  he  wr.3 
full  of  words,  and  confufed  in  his  notions. 

I  had  then  another  meeting  at  Grafton,  though  but 
fmall  -,  after  that  we  had  an  evening  meeting  at  one 
John  Wood's,  which  was  the  beft  we  had  amongft  that 
people,  where  fomeobjec^itions  weremadeagainftpubliclc 
prayer,  but  their  objeJiions  were  foon  removed.  And 
afterwards  at  C^lcheilcr  and  Hebron  we  had  fome 
goo  i  meetings  amon^i^ft  the  people,  though  it  v.-as  very 
diiHcuk  Vi  get  a  place  to  meet  ia  at  the  former  :  but  a 

man 
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,man  cf  r:folution  Oiiered  a  place,  and  there  being  a 
town-meeting  that  day,  we  had  a  large  coFni>;urv',  who 
were  very  f  )ber,  nc  cavilliiig  or  di  putes  in  the  'ealK 
Then  we  can-.e  to  Sea -brook  and  Ivillin2,rvvorth,  and- 
had  meetings  -amona^ft  th,e  people  who  had  feparated 
themfeives  from  the  Prefbyteri;;ns,  and  inclined  to  the 
Baptifts,  a;.d  v/ere  getting  into  a  lifciefs  form  of  ling- 
ing,  and  expounding  in  iheir  own  way  and  carnal 
ma.'iner,  v^hich  was  likely  to  be  a  fiiaie  totheir  h^Jitr 
we  appointCvi  another  meeting  amongft  them,  v.h;ch 
was  but  rnall,  all  my  friends  fave  John  Cafey  and- 
John  i_arle  having  left  me.  We  now  k'  out  for 
New-"\  ork,  biit  had  no  meeting;  till  we  came  to  Rye, 
which  was  about  8i  miles.  I  was  glad  and  com- 
forted to  be  arno  gfi:  cur  frienJs  again,  having  been  To- 
long  fron>  them,  thev  being  rauch  more  agr.;eab!e  to 
me  than  oth^r  people.  From  thencj  1  wen:  to 
Marrir.eck,  and  over  the  Ferry  to  Flufh  ng,  and  it 
being  their  quarterly-meeting,  which  held  three  days, 
the  meetinp-  of  minilters  and  elders  was  of  s:ood  fer- 
vice,  aini  ng  them  v/cre  fome  young  miniflers  ;  at  this, 
quarterly-meetinj;  u'e  had  a  folid  time,  a  large  ap- 
pearance of  young  friends  of  both  fexe 5  being  there. 
After  this  meetng  1  went  wiih  Jolhua  Fielding  a  little 
on  his  way  to  the  e  'ftward  ;  and  on  returnijig,.  I  weat 
to  vifit  a  friend  that  was  much  aiSiilcd  with  lownefs 
offpirits,  and  in  a  defpairing  way,  although  he  had 
from  his  youth  been  a  very  fobcr  and  orderly  man, 
but  i  rovidence  having  favoured  him  with  confider- 
able  fubftance,  he  irna.ined  he  tianfgreiTed  in  having 
evciy  thing  too  fafnionable  and  too  rich,  and  did 
not  fei  ve  his  Maker  with  hrs  fubflance  as  he  ought 
to  have  done  ;  this  was  a  great  l.ad  upon  him. 

From  thence  I  vifned  Welibury  en  the  plain :  thence 
to  Sequalogue,  Fluntington,  and  Oyiler-bay,  and  had 
good  and  very  full  meetings.  Thence  to  Martini- 
cock,  and  to  Hempfread,  where  I  had  but  miu'dling 
timc^,  tlioiigh  vcrv  large  meetings :  1  v,  as  rather  more 

{hut 


SAMUKL    BOVVKAS.  I55 

Ihut  up  th;;n  I  hiicl  been  for  ibme  tiivie  before,  and 
bein^  defired  to  go  and  give  the  poor  defpairing  fiiend 
another  viiit,  I  went,  a:;d  found  him  much  put  of 
ordc-r,  which  made  it  unpleafant  to  be  with  him. 
From  thence  to  Hempftead  and  Jamaica,  the  place 
where  I  had  been  fo  long  a  priConer  twenty  years  be- 
fore, and  had  meetings  at  both  places,  but  the  latter 
wa.^  very  fmall  for  want  of  due  notice.  Then  to 
Flufhing  monthly-meetinj:,  which  was  much  to  my 
comfort,  not  having  h  id  fo  good  a  meeting  for  fome 
weeks  before,  1  her.;  nceived  fome  lecters  from 
friencs  ;.t  the  eaftward,  w!  ich  gave  me  f;:me  agreeable 
accounts  of  the  eiFc6t  that  my  labours  had  had,  by 
ihciining  fome  to  come  to  our  meetings,  who  did 
not  before,  in  feveral  places  where  I  had  meetings, 
there  being  a  profpe(5l  of  fome  coming  nearer  to  the 
truth  and  joining  the  fociety  ;  v/ithal  iriformihg  me  of ' 
the  great  earthquake  before  noted,  how  that  r.t  New- 
bury, Haverill,  AimToury,  and  places  adjacent,  it  con- 
tinued for  fowrteen  day?,  and  was  felt  a  long  way  on 
the  banks  of  iVlaramack-River  }  the  account  was  con- 
firmed by  many  v.ho  felt  it,  who  declared  themfelves 
afraid  to  remain  -in  their  houlls  during  the  fevcral 
fhocks,  which  returned  every  tv^'enty-four  hours,  con- 
tinuing about  the  Ipace  of  three  minutes.  The  inha- 
bitants did  much  blame  themfelves  u-i  their  pride  and 
luxury,  taking  this  to  be  a  judgment  upon  them  for 
thofe  things. 

I  then  went  back  to  vifit  Weflbury,  Hempftead, 
Rockwa)',  and  had  meetings  in  all  thofe  places,  and  lo 
Jamaica  again,  where  we  had  a  large  open  meeting, 
iind  thofe  niy  old  neighbours,  among  whom  I  had  been 
prifoner  in  my  firft  -  journey  came  generally,  and 
were  gUd  to  fee  me,  as  1  was  to  fee  them,  and 
we  had  a  comfortable  oppo'tunity  together.  After 
which  I  vifued  New-Town,  Flufhi;^g,  and  the  Kilns 
by  New-Town,  having  a  large  meetng  ;  and  fo  to 
New-York,  where  I  had  an  evening  meeting,   not 
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very  large.  From  thence  to  the  Narrows  over  Statton- 
Illaiul,  a  id  to  Woodbridge,  where  i  had  a  meeting,  and 
about  three  m'res  diftant  an  evening-meeting.  Then 
to  Shrewfbury  to  their  week-day  meeting,  which  was 
fmall,  but  very  agreeable.  Then  to  Mafquan,  and 
back  to  Shrewfbury  on  firft  day,  where  was  a  very 
large  meeting,  and  very  ferviceable.  Thence  to 
Middle-Town,  where  the  Baptifts  lent  us  their  meet- 
ing-he fe  to  meet  in,  although  they  had  given  the 
prieft  leave  to  preach  there  that  fame  day,  lo  that  the 
prieft  and  his  hearers  came  fome  time  before  our 
meeting  was  ended,  and  enlarged  it:  verv  much  ;  no 
cavil  nor  difpute  happened,  but  all  ended  quiet  and 
well.  Thence  to  Freehold,  and  had  a  meeting  in  the 
court-houfe  to  good  purpofe ,  although  the  people 
were  of  an  ignorant  foit,  who  made  no  profeffion  at 
all  of  any  rel.gion,  yet  fonie  of  !hem  were  very  well 
pleafed  with  that  opportunity.  Thence  to  Al'en's- 
Town  and  Crofwick?,  and  was  at  their  meetings  : 
then  went  to  vifit  a  friei.d  who  fometimes  appeared 
in  pubiick,  and  there  wa^  a  difference  in  fentiments 
about  this  appearance,  fome  approved  and  others  dif- 
approved  his  miniflry  ;  but  although  the  young  man 
had  taken  offence  at  tiiofe  who  did  net  like  htm,  we 
got  fome  of  the  molt  dif..ffe£ted  together,  and  gave 
him  a  vifit,  and  by  conf.  rring  together,  the  young 
man  and  thofe  who  were  diilatisfied  came  to  a  better 
underflanding,  which  was  to  all  our  liking.  Thence 
to  Stony-brook,  and  Alien"s-Town,  and  Crofwicks 
again,  to  the  new  meeting-houfe,  and  to  Mount- 
Holly,  and  had  meetings  at  them  all  to  co.itent. 
Thence  to  one  meeting  more,  and  to  Haddonrield 
meeting,  Woodbury  -  Creek,  Filtfgrove,  Allowav's 
Creek,  and  to  Cohanfy  ;  but  the  weather  being  fo 
exceffive  fliarp  with  the  extremity  of  froff,  the  meet- 
ings were  exceeding  fmali.  From  thence  to  Salem, 
and  had  a  very  large  open  meeting  there,  and  thence 
to   Haddonfield,    and    Philadelphia,    travellmg    over 
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Delaware  River  upon  the  ice  above^  mile,  and  came 
to  their  week-day  meeting,  which  was  very  fmall,  by 
reiifoa  of  the  exceeding  fliarpnefs  of  the  weather:   it 
is  almoft  incredible  to  think  the  hardnefs  of  the  froft 
in  thofe  part-  ;  a  man  could  fcarcely  bear  any  part  of 
his  ikin  uncovered,  for  fear  of  being  froze.     I  itaid  in 
town  over  firft-day,  and  from  thence  went  to  Franck- 
fort,  German-Town,  Abington,   and  Horfliam,  and 
(b   back  to  Philadelphia,   and  ftaid  their  meeting   of 
niinifters,   and  was  at  three  meetings  on  firft  day, 
which  were   very  large  and  good,  efpecially  the  firft 
and  laft.     Then  1  vifited  Hertford,   Radnor,  New- 
Town,  Gofhen,   and   the  quarterly-meeting  for  the 
county  of  Cheiler,  held  at  Providence,  which  was  very 
large,    efpecially    the    meeting  of  the    minifteis   and 
elders,   (for  there  were   there  the  grcatefl:  part  of  the 
miniilers  in   the  province,   and    feveral  from  Jerfey 
fide)  it  was  the  biggeft   meeting  of  minifters  I  ever 
was  at  in  thofe  parts,  the  time  of  the  year  confidered, 
and  I  was  very  much  etilarged  in  counfel  and  advice 
to  them,  being  never  fo  opened  on  fundry  heads  be- 
fore ;    and  in  the  meeting  of  bufmefs   I  was  drawn 
forth  to  (hew  the  qualihcations  of  a  right  and  true 
elder,  and  the  excellency  of  right  government  in  the 
church,  which  muft  firft  be  known  in  our  own  minds  j 
for  fuch  who  have  not  the  government  of  their  own 
fpirits,   are  not  fit  to  undertake  the  government  of 
others.     And   after  this  I  had  a  meeting  at  Midd'e- 
Town,  and  fo  to  Providence  general  meeting,   but  I 
had   very  little  to  fay  in  either  of  thefe  laft  meetings. 
Thence  to  Darby,  and  had  a  fmall  meeting,  and  fo  to 
Philadelphia,   and  had  a  grave  meeting,  infomuch  that 
Lwas   filled  with  admiration  at  fo  uncommon  a  fup- 
ply  of  new  doctrine  every  day,  which  gave  me  great 
caufe  to  be  more  and  more   humble  ;  and  when  fome 
friends  would  fpeak  in  favour  of  fuch  an  opportunity, 
or   branch  of  doctrine,  it  would    give  me   a  fhock, 
left  by  any  of  thefe  unwary  commendation?,  I  fhould 
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take  to  myfelf  thi;t  honour  which   was  due    to   the 
Pa; her  of  Spirits,  and  fo  fall  into  a  robbery  unawares. 

From  thence  I  went  to  Plymouth,  North  Wales, 
Buckingham,  Wri;:ht's-Town,  the  Falls,  Nefhaminy, 
and  Briflol,  and  had  fatisfaiiory  opportunities,  thoujh 
foxne  mc^e  agreeable  than  others  at  each  place,  and 
very  full  meetings,  the  feafon  confidered.  From 
Erillol  I  went  to  Burlington,  and  was  at  their  meet- 
ing of  miniflcrs,  but  had  nothing  to  fay;  I  ftaid  the 
iirll-day  meeting,  which  was  very  large  and  fer- 
viceable  i  it  was  the  quarterly-meeting  time,  and  the 
meeting  of  minifters  and  elders,  and  I  having  had 
fuch  remarkable  times  among  the  minifters,  occa- 
fioned  ihefe  meetings  to  be  very  large  :  at  this  meet- 
ing 1  was  divinely  opened  wi>h  freih  matter,  felting 
forth  the  fervice  of  a  divine,  fpiritual  miniftry,  which 
■was  free  from  all  contrivance  and  tbrecaft  of  the 
-creature,  in  preparing  itfelf,  either  with  former  open- 
ings, Of  beautiful  collcxSlions  of  texts,  or  fayings 
from  books  or  writings,  all  which  gatherings  would 
bring  death,  and  coold  be  no  ether  in  the  beft  and 
moft  favourable  conftru^ion,  though  well  looked  on 
by  fome,  than  the  miniftry  of  the  letter,  under  pretence 
of  the  miniftry  of  the  fpirk,  which  is  a  deception  of 
the  highelt  nature* 

Then  1  came  into  Pennfylvania  to  Wright's-Town, 
was  at  their  meering  of  minifters,  and  had  a  very 
agreeable  time  with  them,  wherein  was  fhewn  the 
xlanger  of  murinuring  at  tlie  feeming  weakncfs  of  our 
gifts,  to  a  degree  of  dejc61:ion,  and  negleiSl  to  exercife 
ourfelves  in  them,  ft^ewing  that  every  gift  of  the 
miniftry  was  of  great  fervice,  though  but  fmall  in 
comparifon  of  others,  and  had  a  great  beauty  in  it, 
and  that  we  ought  by  no  means  to  (light  and  negledt 
it,  but  to  thir.k  well,  and  be  thankful  that  the  Father 
of  Spirits  hath  given  us  a  gift,  though  but  fmall. 
And  on  the  other  hand,  to  exhort  fuch  as  had  a  more 
cjegant  miniftry,  not  to  overvalue  themfeives  upon 
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their  g'rft?,  but  iji  hum  lity  and  with  thankful  hearts 
rendirr  the  honour  ^ntl  praile  where  due,  not  looking 
with  aa  ej^e  of  contcm[>t  on  their  fuppofeJ  inferiop 
brethren  and  fillers,  but  ii>  love  preferring  each  other 
to  themfe'.ves,  more  efpecially  confiderin g,  that  mean 
and  plain  diet,  handled  by  perfoiis  who  have  clean" 
hands,  and  clean  garments,  though  but  mean  to  look 
at,  yet  the  ckanrlefs  of  their  hands  and  garment'^,  a& 
alio  the  diet)  though  plain,  put  in  decent  orJer, 
renders  what  they  have  to  offer  very  agreeable  and 
acceptable  to  the  hungrv,  and  for  others  v/e  need  not 
be  fo  careful.  A  friend  pleafantly  faid,  after  n-.eeting^ 
at  his  table,  /  7 1 light  free ly  eat^  his  wlfr'  ivns  a  cleanly 
houfe-tuife^  being  willing  to  improve  the  fimile  tc  her 
adv.uitage,  fhe  having  fomething  to  fiy,  though  but: 
little,  as  a  miniiier,  and  her  hufb.md  thought  ihe  did 
not  give  way  to  her  gift  as  Ca^  ought»  The  next  day 
was  quarterly-m.eeting  in  the  fame  place,  which  was' 
pretty  large,  and  I  was  dra ■.¥«•■  forth  to  fet  the  degrees 
of  ciders,  as  well  as  their  d'fferent  fervices,  in  a 
proper  light,  under  the  fimilitude  of  the  various  inllru- 
ments  made  ufo  of  in  the  erefcing  of  a  building,  and 
that  every  inftrument  or  tool  had  its  proper  fervice, 
when  ufed  as  occafion  required,  and  every  builder  to 
ufe  them  at  a  proper  time,  and  not  otherwife.  Thence 
I  went  over  the  river  to  the  Jtrfey  fide  to  one  meet- 
ing, that  was  large-  Thence  back  to  Nelhaminy 
again,  and  to  Bybury,  Abington,  Horfham,  North 
Wales,  and  the  great  Swamp,  and  hr.d  a  degree  of  fer- 
vice and  fatisfa£lion  in  all  thefe  places.  Thence  I  went 
to  North-Wales  to  a  funeral.  Thence  to  Perkcoming, 
had  a  fmall  meeting,  and  in  coming  from  thence  had 
an  evening-meeting  at  a  friend's  houfe,  his  name  was 
John  Jacobs.  Thence  to  a  funeral  at  Plymouth, 
where  was  a  very  great  company,  and  a  very  good 
meeting.  Thence  to  Philadelphia,  and  was  at  their 
half-yearly  m.eeting  of  niinirrers  and  elders  :  fundry 
friends  came  from  Long-Ifland,  and  I  was  largely 
p • 2  opened 
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opened  in  it  to  recommend  a  (ledfail  condu^^  with 
juftice  and  a  Tingle  eye  to  truth,  and  its  caufc  at  all 
times,  and  to  fet  forth  the  fervice  of  ciders  and  pilKns 
in  the  church,  Ihewing  how  a  pillar  (landing  upri^'it, 
would  bear  a  great  weight,  but  if  it  leaned  to  cither 
fide,  it  would  bend,  and  perhaps  break  bcfire  it  could 
be  fet  upright  again ;  warning  both  miniikrs  and 
elders  againft  parry-taking  and  party-making,  advlftng 
them  as  careful  watchmen  to  guard  the  fiock,  as  fuch 
who  mull^  be  accountable  for  their  truft,  anJ  in  par- 
ticular, not  to  dip  into  difFerence«,  the  minillers  efjvc- 
cially,  either  in  the  church  or  private  families,  but  to 
ftand  clear,  that  they  might  have  a  place  Vv'ith  both 
parties,  to  advife  and  counfel,  and  fo  they  might  be  of 
fervice  in  reconciling  thofe  who  were  at  variance  : 
and  I  had  a  concern  to  caution  the  minifters,  in  their 
travels,  not  to  meddle  with  differences,  fo  as  to  rafhly 
fay,  this  is  rigkt^  or  that  is  wrong,  but  to  mind  their 
own  fervice,  guarding  againft  receiving  any  com- 
plaints of  friends  unfaithfulnefs  before  a  meeting,  which 
I  had  found  very  hurtful  to  me  ;  for  fuch  information, 
without  a  careful  watch,  may  influence  the  mind  to 
follow  it  rather  than  the  true  gift.  I  had  it  alfo  cau- 
tion the  minifters,  in  their  travels,  not  to  be  bard  to 
pleafe  with  their  entertainments,  but  to  fhew  them- 
felves  eafy  and  contented  with  fuch  as  poor  friends 
could  let  them  have,  and  to  guard  againft  carrying 
ftories  and  tales  from  one  place  to  another;  and  that 
as  foon  as  their  fervice  was  done,  to  retire  home 
again  ;  for  fome,  by  ftaying  too  long  after  their  fervice 
•was  ended,  had  much  hurt  themfelves,  and  been  an 
uneafmefs  to  the  church.  I  had  likewife  to  caution 
againft  appearing  too  often  or  too  long  in  our  own 
meetings,  but  that  minifters  fhould  wait  in  their 
gifts  for  the  fpirit  to  put  them  forth  ;  that  they  care- 
fully mind  their  openings,  and  not  go  beyond  bounds, 
for  if  we  do,  we  (hall  lofe  our  intereft  in  the  minds 
of  friends,   and   our   iervice    will    be    loft  :    always 

guarding 
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guarding  againft  feeking  after  praife,  or  faying  any 
thing  in  commendation  of  our  own  doings,  neither 
to  be  uaeafy  when  we  have  nothing  to  fay  ;  as  likewile 
'  to  take  care  at  fuch  large  meetings,  not  to  be  for- 
ward nor  too  long,  becaufe  a  miftake  committed  in 
fuch  a  meeting  did  much  more  hurt  than  it  might  do 
in  fmal;  country  meeting'?.  I  likewife  touched  upon 
the  grent  duty  of  prayer,  requefting  all  to  guard 
againit  running  into  too  many  words  without  under- 
ftanding,  but  carefully  to  mind  the  fpirit,  that  they 
might  pray  with  it,  and  -vvith  underftandisig  alfo. 

Next  day  was  the  half-yearly  meeting,  being  the- 
firft-day  of  the  week  :  I  was  largely  opened  to  flxew 
the  difference  between  the  true  and  falfe  church,  fet- 
ting  them  fide  by  fide,  that  they  might  judge  for 
themfelves.  I  fta-d  all  that  week  in  town,  the  meet- 
ing not  ending  till  fourth-day.  I  was  at  the  firfl: 
and  third -day's  meetings  following,  and  fo  took  my 
leave. 

From  thence  I  came  to  Derby,  Springfield,  Merion,- 
Chefter,  Chichefter,  Crerteen,  and  Newcaftle,  and  had 
tolerable  good  meetings  :  friends  being  acquainted 
that  I  was  now  taking  my  leave  of  the  country,  the 
meetinss  were  very  large,  and  feveral  of  tiiem  to  good 
fatisfa6Vion,  much,  opennefs  and  brokennefs  appearing 
amongft  friends.  Thence  to  George's-Creek,  Duck- 
Creek,  Motherkill,  Hoarkills,  Cold-Spring,,  and  fo 
back  to  Motherkill  and  Diick- Creek  ;  had  pretty 
good  fatisfadtion  in  thefe  meetir-.gs :  the  friends  in: 
thefe  parts  were  but  feldom  vifited,  and  but  very  few 
publick  amongft  them.  The  priefts,  both  church' 
and  Prelbyterians,  attempted  to  do  fomething  but  the 
people  being  poor,  and  penfion  fmall,  they  gave  out 
for  want  of  pay.. 

From  thence  to  Chefter  In  Maryland,  it  was  a 
half-yearly  meeting,  but  the  weather  being  very  unfea- 
fonable,  made  it  but  fmall ;  it  continued  two  days, 
and   the  laft  meeting    was    both  latgcii  and   belh 

p  3  Thence^ 
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Thence  to  Cecil,  and  back  to  Gilbert  Faulkner's,  and 
John  Tibbet's,  and  Duck-Creek,  had  good  opportuni- 
ties, and  took  my  leave  after  having  one  fmall  meet- 
ing about  nine  miles  diftant,  and  fo  went  for  the 
quarterly-meeting  in  Maryland  at  Tread-haven  Greek, 
it  was  held  in  the  great  houfe  •,  a  good  meeting,  but 
1  found  Tome  difficulties  arvd  mifunderftandings  among 
them,  which  did  them  much  hurt.  Next  was  at  a 
monthly-meeting  in  the  (ame  place,  where  the  uneafi- 
nefs  appeared  more  plain,  but  endeavours  were  ufed 
to  reconcile  matters,  and  put  a  flop  to  the  uneafinels. 
Thence  to  the  Bay-fide,  Tuckhow,  Marchy-Creek, 
Choptank,  and  had  meetings  in  all  thefe  places. 
Thence  to  Francequaking,  Chickonancomaco,  Nan- 
ticoke,  and  over  Viana-Ferry  to  Mulberry-Grove, 
and  had  fmall  but  comfortable  meetings  in  all  thels 
places.  Thence  to  the  widow  Gale's  at  Monav,  and 
had  a  fmall  meeting  there  in  her  houfe.  Thence 
to  Annuameflicks,  and  had  a  fmall  meeting  in  the 
widow  Water's  houfe.  Thence  to  John  Curtis's, 
and  had  a  fmall  meeting  ?t  his  houfe  ;  fo  to  Thonia« 
Crippin's,  and  had  a  meeting  in  his  houfe,  there  being 
no  meeting- houfes  in  thefe  places:  then  one  captain 
Drummond  defired  a  meeting  in  his  houfe,  which  I 
afftnted  to,  and  it  was  to  good  content.  This 
Drummond  was  a  judge  of  the  court,  and  a  very 
fenfible  man.  Thence  to  Nefwadocks,  where  was 
a  pretty  good  meeting-houfe,  and  we  had  a  very  large 
and  good  meeting  in  it.  Thence  to  Maggotty-Bav, 
and  had  a  very  good  meeting  at  Edward  Miflin's.  a 
fine  zealous  elder  he  was ;  he  carried  me  over  the  Bay 
in  his  boat  (about  twenty  leagues  they  called  it)  to 
Nanfemund  ;  we  landed  at  old  Robert  Jordan's,  and 
was  at  their  week  day  meeting.  From  thence  went 
t«^.wards  Carolina,  Jofeph  Jordan  accompanying  me 
on  my  way  to  Nathan  Newby's,  and  his  fon  went 
U'ith  me  to  his  uncle  Gabriel's.  Next  day  I  went 
to  Pafcotank,  and  had  a  fine  open   meeting,   which 

was 
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vns  very  lar2;e,  for  the  inhabitants  mofily  came  to 
meetings  there  when  they  expefted  a  preacher,  and  at 
other  times  pretty  much.  I  vifited  a  young  man  in 
the  neighbourhood,  a  pretty  minifter,  but  in  a  declin- 
ing way;  we  had  a  comfortable  time  with  him,  he 
being;  in  a  good  frame  of  mind,  fit  to  die.  Thence 
to  Litde-River,  and  to  Pequeman's  Booth,  to  the 
upper  and  lower  meeting-houfe,  and  had  very  large 
meetings.  Thence  Gabriel  Newby  accompanied  me 
towards  Virginia  back  again  ;  the  firft  meetings 
we  had  were  at  the  Weftern-Branch,  Pagan-Creeic, 
and  at  Samuel  Savory's  ;  we  had  a  pretty  comfortable 
time  at  the  laft  place.  Then  to  Swan's-Point,  and 
over  James's-River  to  Williamfburgh,  and  had  a 
Imall  mee  ing  at  each  of  thefe  laft  places  :  Jofeph 
Jordan  being  with  me,  we  paid  the  governor  a  vifit, 
and  interceded  for  his  favour,  on  the  behalf  of  fome 
friends  put  in  prifon  on  account  of  refufing  to  train  ; 
he  was  very  kind,  promifing  to  do  wh;\t  lay  in  his 
power  for  them,  and  our  people  in  general,  and  in  a 
i.ttle  time  the  friends  were  fet  at  liberty. 

We  then  went  (Jofeph  being  with  me)  to  Skeminhovi^ 
to  the  widow  Bate's,  it  was  a  yearly- meeting  at  the 
widow's  houfe,  which  was  pretty  large  and  open. 
Thence  to  Black- Creek,  and  to  CurPs,  and  had  toler- 
able good  meetings.  Then  we  had  a  meeting  of 
ininiilers  and  elders;  there  were  but  a  few  minifters  in 
tliofe  parts,  but  we  had  a  fuitable  opportunity  to  good 
fatisfaclion  ;  and  indeed  it  not  often  fell  out,  that  in 
fuch  meetings  I  was  in  want  of  matter  fuitable  to  their 
States.  Next  day  was  the  publick-meeting,  which  was 
large  and  well.  Next  day  I  was  at  Wine-Oak  (thefe 
were  all  called  yearly-meetings)  which  was  large  and 
well,  and  Jofeph  Jordan  had  excellent  fervice  in  i^, 
but  I  had  very  little  to  fay.  Thence  to  the  Swamp, 
and  to  GrafTy-Swamp,  Cedar-Creek,  and  Dover,  and 
had  fine  meetings,  people  being  very  ready  to  attend 
tliemj  thefe  meetings  were  above  the  Falls  of  James's- 
River 
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River  confiJerabl}'.     Thence  back  over  the  river  to 
Robert   Honycotc's,   Lemuel  Hargrove's,  Somerton, 
and  to  Nathan   Newby's  ;   in   all  thefe  places  1  had 
meetings,    and   fome   of  them   \'ery  large  and   open. 
From  thence  into  C'arolina  to  their  quarterly-meetinj?, 
and  had  a  meeting  at  James  Griffet's  houfe.     Thejice 
to  Little  River  on  the  feventh-day  of  the  week,  and 
firft  of  the  quarterly  meeting  :   next  day  the  meeting, 
was  very  large,  and  I  took  my  leave  of  friends  therein, 
and   we  had  a  baptizing  time   together.     Then  I  re- 
turned  back    to    Virginia,    and    was   at    Nanfemund 
meeting,  and  had  a  large  meeting  at  a  friend's   houfc, 
whofe  name  was  Levin  Buffkin,  it  was  a  fine  edifying 
meeting  indeed.     Then  I  came  to  the  Branch,  and 
Chuckatiick,  at  their    monthly- meet-ng,    but  Robert 
Jordan  had  all  the  time,  that  being  his  lafl-  meeting,. 
he  being  to  come  to  England,  to  vifit  friends,  in  the 
fame  {hip  with  me.     Another  meeting  was  appointed 
at    Arnold    Wilkinfon's,    which    was    fma'i!.     After 
meeting  1  went  to  old  Robert  Jordan'?,  having  been 
made  exceeding  welcome,  and  alfo  had  feveral  good 
opportunities  in  the   family.     I  went  to  but  two  or 
three  meetings   more,   getting  myfe'.f  ready  to  return 
home,  and  accordingly  we  took  leave,  and  came  <lov-'n- 
the   river   to    Kickatan,    but    were  forced,   in  failing 
there,  by  miffing  the  channel,  to  Ye  aground  by  N'ew- 
port's-Nole  ne^.r  twenty-four  hours  before  we  could 
get  to  Hampton,  and  vv>hen  there,  (laid  about  a  week, 
and  four  days.     George  Walker  was  very  kind,  in- 
vited us  to  lodge  at  his  houfe,  which   we  did  about 
four  nights,  and  had  a  meeting  or  two  in  his  houfc,. 
his  wife  being  more  loving  than  I  expected  :  ihe  was 
George  Keith's  daughter,  and  in  her  younger  days 
fiiewed  great  diflatisfa6tion  with  friends,  but  after  her 
father's  death  the  edge  of  that  bitternefs  abated,  and- 
her  hufband  was  very  loving  and  hearty  to  friends,, 
frequently  having  meetings  at  his  houfe. 

Having 
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If.'.v'iig  laid  wind -bound  a  week  and  four  days, 
the  wind  fprung  up  fair  for  us,  and  we  weighed 
;inchor  the  29th  of  the  fifth  month,  1728,  with  a  frefh 
and  fine  gale  ;  Robert  Jordan  feemcd  much  pleafed  that 
we  were  on  our  way,  and  a  fecret  j  >y  filled  my  heart, 
being  thankful  that  I  had  been  preferved  fo  well  in 
health,  and  aiUfted  with  l>ren,th  both  of  body  and 
mind  to  accomplifh  this  long  an'  ted'ous  journey, 
through  the  verv  fe\ere  extremes  of  both  heat  and 
cold,  in  about  eighteen  months,  and  miffed  but  kven 
meetings,  which  were  far  back  in  the  woods,  viz.  one 
in  the  government  of  New-York,  two  in  the  Jerf^ys, 
and  four  in  Pennfylvania:  1  was  not  eafy  to  mifs  them, 
but  my  friends  thought  the  weather  and  feafon  of 
the  year,  together  with  the  great  fcarcity  of  provifioii 
both  for  man  and  horfe,  and  the  great  and  thicJc  fnow, 
with  the  extremity  of  the  froR,  rendered  that  journej? 
hazardous,  if  not  impracticable,  and  toftaytill  the  winter 
broke  up,  I  could  not  fee  it  my  place  ;  befides  which, 
by  flaying  fo  long  I  (hould  have  loft  my  pafTage  by 
the  homeward-bound  fhips,  otherways  I  (hould  have 
been  willing  to  have  taken  thofe  meetings ;  if  I  could 
have  faved  my  pafTa^e,  and  accomplifhed  it  fo  as  I 
might  wafte  no  time,  but  go  on  diligenily  as  I  had 
done  before,  f:jr  there  were  but  very  few  of  their 
meetings  but  that  I  vifited  two,  three,  and  fundry  of 
them  four,  five,  or  fix  times,  fcveral  of  them  being 
fituated  in  my  way  in  pafTing  to  and  fro.  I  was  not 
by  any  diforder  or  ficknefs,  or  any  accident  hindered 
(I  think  I  may  fafely  fay)  one  hour  all  this  time. 
InJeed  friends  had  fent  word  to  appoint  a  meeting  for 
me  about  thirty  miles  on  my  v»'ay,  but  the  weather 
was  fo  extremely  tempeftuous,  that  when  we  came 
there,  no  meeting  was  appointed,  fjr  it  was  concluded 
I  coulJ  not  polTiblv  come,  fo  1  was  under  a  nccejTity 
to  flay  one  day  longer  in  that  place,  which  was  the 
greateil  hmdrance  i  met  with  in  all  the  journey  that 
1  remember. 

Now 
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Now  to  return  :  in  our  voyage,,  about  250  leagues 
from  land  as  v\e  thought,  the  water  feenieJ  like  a 
river  after  a  harty  rtorm  of  thunder  ;  on  feeing  it 
thus,  our  people  were  under  a  farprize,  artd  h\  that 
furprize  tried  with  the  fead  for  ground,  but  could 
find  none  ;  it  was  fo  uncommon  a  thing,  that  the 
fa'lors  could  not  tell  w.iat  to  think  of  it  :  this  was 
about  the  1 5th  of  tiie  fixrh  month  ;  we  had  fine  pleafant 
weather,  and  greit  plenty  of  dolphins  and  other  fi(h,. 
for  which  providence  I  was  very  thankful  ;  but  on 
the  22d  of  the  fame  month,  about  three  in  the  after- 
noon, an  exceeding  gud  of  wind,  fuch  an  hurricane 
as  our  fai'ors  faid  they  never  knew,  came  from  the 
north,  which  bore  fo  unexpectedly  v/ichout  any  warn- 
ing upon  us,  that  to  al!  appearance  our  iTiip  would  be 
in  a  moment  fvvallowed  up  in  the  fea,  the  waves 
running  over  us,  and  the  water  coming  into  the  great 
cabbin  windows  and  the  forecaftle,  fo  that  from  five 
or  fix  inches  of  water  in  the  hold,  it  fo  increafed.,  that 
we  had  more  than  fo  many  feet  in  a  few  minutes;  the 
decks  feemed  as  though  they  wou;d  break  down,  being 
fo  very  heavy  with  the  waves  breaking  in  upon  them, 
they  alfo  fiaved  us  above  a  ton  and  a  half  of  water  in 
eafks  faftened  upon  deck,  waftied  fome  hogs  over- 
board, and  drowned  us  feveral  dozen  of  turkeys,  geefe, 
ajid  other  fowls,  which  afterwards,  with  the  water 
and  fwine,  were  much  miffed  by  us;  befides  all  this, the 
wind  tore  our  fails  like  papeu,  broke  our  foretopmaft, 
and  feveral  of  the  yards,  like  rotten  fticks,  and  the 
round  foretop ;  the  feip  by  the  violence  of  the  tempeffc 
lying  fo  much  on  one  fide,  as  though  fhe  would  not 
right  up  again,  fo  that  they  were  for  cutting  away  hec 
mafis  and  rigging,  but  I  begged  the  mafter  nol  to  do 
it,  but  to  truft  to  Pnwidence,  for  I  was  fatisfied  fhe 
would  rife  again  as  foon  as  the  wind  abated  :  and  the 
wind  began  to  abate  in  a  little  time,  and  the  fhip 
righted  up,  b«t  the  tiller  of  the  rudder  being  broke, 
it.  was  verv  dangerous  until  they  had  got  the  rudder 

faftencd, 
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fallened-,  which  in  a  little  time  before  it  was  dark,  was 
efFccted  with  great  difficulty  and  danger  ;  but  the  fea 
running  fo  vcrv  high,  toft  the  fhip  very  much,  and  the 
fea  came  in  with  that  violence,  that  there  was  no 
appearance  of  any  thing  but  foundering  and  finking 
immediately,  for  fome  time,  efpecially  till  the  rudder 
was  put  to  rights  ;  but  when  they  had  the  command 
of  the  rudder  there  were  (bme  hopes  of  relief,  but 
while  the  rudder  was  at  liberty  there  v/as  no  com- 
manding of  the  veflel,  but  fhe  lay  at  the  mercy  of  the 
fea,  and  it  feemed  as  though  that  would  alone  carry 
away  the  flern  of  the  vedh]^  by  being  forced  throu-h 
the  violence  of  the  waves  from  one  fide  to  the  other  ; 
but  when  we  had  got  up  the  dead  lights,  and  fecured 
ourfelves  in  the  beit  manner  we  could,  then  all  hands 
to  pump,  for  we  found  between  fcven  and  eigbt  feet 
of  water  in  the  hold,  but  as  the  toffing  of  the  fhip 
made  that  vcry^  difficult  to  guefs  right,  it  might  be 
■more  or  Icfs ;  hov/ever,  having  a  good  fliip,  new  and 
firm,  we  found  hope  increafed,  but  we  were  all  very 
wer,  and  very  much  fatigued^  and  a  dark  and  trouble- 
some night  it  wa>,  and  we  much  longed  for  day,  but 
the  wind  was  very  much  abated,  not  lafting  above 
two  hours  fo  very  ftrong  :  and  when  day-light  came 
v,e  were  glad,  but  that  wasfoon  turned  into  mourning, 
by  difcovering  the  mean  ftate  of  our  fliip,  efpecially 
the  rigging  and  fails,  and  finding  fo  great  a  lofs  of 
water  and  frefh  provifion,  things  of  value,  next  to 
Jife  i  felf:  all  thefe  lofies  put  together  were  caufe  of 
trouble,  but  by  grieving  we  could  not  help  ourfelves, 
therefore  we  could  with  the  Pfalmift,  in  fomething  of  the 
like  nature,  fay,  fuch  trials  put  people  to  their  wits 
end  :  howbeit,  in  turning  the  mind  to  that  divine 
power  and  providence  which  is  prefent  every  where, 
ruling  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  whom  the  winds 
obey,  I-found  comfort  in  meditating  on  his  premifes 
to  care  for  thofe  who  put  their  iruli  in  him. 

Now 
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Now  our  men,  who  were  all  prefer ved  fiom  an^ 
other  damage,  faving  the  taking  of  co!d,  which  we  all 
felt  the  efFeit  of  to  a  great  degree,  went  about  putting 
the  rigging  to  riglits  again,  which  took  up  a  full 
week  beft  re  we  could  make  fail,  the  wind  blowing 
ftrong  and  vaiiab'e:  and  when  they  had  got  things  ia 
a  good  condition,  the  wii.d  was  againft  us  for  feveral 
days,  which  made  us  thoughtful  to  take  care  of  what 
waier  and  provilion  we  had,  th«t  we  might  not  be 
furprized  with  wan*,  when  we  had  no  power  to  arm 
airainlt  it.  'Ihe  men  were  all  called  up  to  hear  a  pro- 
pofa!,  which  wa'<  thus;  three  pints  of  wat.r  a  man 
for  twenty-four  hours,  and  five  pounds  of  bread  for  a 
man  a  week,  having  other  provifions,  both  frelh  and 
fait,  a  good  handfome  ftock,  to  the  full  allowai;ce.  At 
this  there  was  unealinirf- ;  but  this  allowance  would 
hold  by  our  calculation  but  for  about  four  weeks,  fo 
that  if  we  faw  not  fome  hopes  of  getting  in  in  two 
weeks,  we  muft  c-me  to  a  lefs  allowance  again. 

The  wimi  continued  llill  againft  us  till  the  7th  of  the 
feventh  month,  and  then  veered  a  little  to  the  foutii- 
ward,  and  we  apprehending  ourfelves  to  be  too  much 
to  the  north,  were  not  willing,  if  we  could  avoid  it  to 
put  into  Ire'and  :  but  in  about  three  days  after  this  we 
had  a  brave  wind,  which  lafted  for  fome  days,  ;nid  it 
o-ave  us  hopes  of  fe.'ing  land,  which  we  tnuch  longed 
for,  beino-  threatened  with  want  ot  piovifion,  of  both 
bread  and  water,  but  not  flefh,  if  providence  did 
not  interpofe :  our  hearts  were  chcarful,  and  glad- 
nefs  appeared  in  every  countenance,  but  alas  !  it  vAas 
but  a  ihort- lived  joy,  for  in  the  forenoon  on  the 
13th  the  wind  fcanted  upon  us  again,  and  about  five, 
in  the  afternoon  we  founded,-tr\ing  for  ground,  but 
found  none  ;  this  made  us  ail  look  pale,  and  fadnefs  of 
heart  appeared  in  every  countenaiice ;  befides,  our 
(hip  being  a  dull  Tailor,  added  fome  what  to  our  trou- 
ble, fearing  that  we  were  farther  from  land  than  we 
thought  by  our  reckoning,  and  the  greateft  comfort 

we 
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we  had,  was  a  good  (hip  under  us,  though  a  heavy 
failer,  therefore  we  cheered  each  other  with  the  hope 
of  gainhig  our  po;t  in  due  time  with  fafety  and  com- 
fort :  and  this  I  morahzcd  to  mylelf,  by  confiJering 
the  refembL;nce  of  a  Chriftian's  progref^  through  this 
life,  fometimes  in  a  degree  of  profperity,  being 
under  encouragement  to  prefs  fcirward  with  a  fair 
wind,  and  anon  under  as  great  adveriity  and  dif- 
couragement  by  temptations,  perfecutions  and  afflic- 
tions. 

In  two  davs  more  we  founded,  and  foujid  siround 
at  eighty-two  fathom,  judging  ourfelves  from  the  J^i- 
zard  fixty  leagues ;  but  alas  I  the  wind  veered  and 
blew  feven  days,  llrong  againft  us,  fo  that  we  were 
driven  from  land,  as  we  thought,  a  hundred  leagues. 
This  made  us  talk  of  fliorteaing  our  al'ov/ance  again, 
but  that  night,  about  twelve  o'clock,  the  wind  veered 
in  our  favour,  and  the  (ailors  cried,  A  large  wind, 
a  large  allowance  ;  noth'ng  being  more  d;iajrceabie 
in  its  kind  than  a  L'.rge  wind  and  fhort  allovA-ance, 
And  the  wind  being  h\r,  we  went  on  with  cheerful- 
nefs,  and  upon  the  credit  of  this  fair  vi'ind  feme  of 
the  men  had  not  a  morfel  of  bread  left  by  nioht,  nor 
a  fpoonful   of  v/ater,  and  had    near  thirty-fix  hours 

■  of  their  week  to  come  :  however,  we  went  iilong  {o 
agreeably,  that  every  body  looked  pleafant,  and  it  was 
comely  to  behold  ;  but  alas !  this  lafted  but  about 
fixteen  iiours  before  it  came  right  in  our  teeth  again, 
and  blew  very  flrong.  Such  ups  and  downs  we  had, 
Xhat  the  failors  grew  very  uneafy,  and  did  curfe  ond 

■  fwear,  nay  did  not  ftick  to  blafpheme  in  fuch  a  way, 
as  made  it  very  une:ify,  and  unpleafant  to  he.;r  ;  biit 
this  did  n»)t  laii  long  before  it  was  calm,  tuid  the  v/ind 
came  up  fair  again,  and  we  fptaking  v>  ith  a  fiiip  out- 
ward bound,  they  gave  us  new  h.  art,  by  advihng  us 
that  Scilly  bore  from  us  north-eaft  about  tv/entv-tvVo  • 
leagues  diilance.  Alio  thi^  day  we  fpoke  with  a 
king's  fliip  called  the  Dragon,  come  from  Jamaica, 

Q.  and 
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and  in  the  evening  favv  fundry  fhips  coming  in  ;  this 
made  it  looic  very  pleafant,  befides  a  fine  gale  in  onf 
iavour,  fo  that  on  the  27th  we  faw  the  land  about  five 
in  the  evening,  and  a  (liip  to  windward  be  re  down  to 
us,  and  told  us  it  was  the  Lizard,  and  we  ju(]ged  that 
it  bore  Y.  N.  ¥^.  from  us  about  fix  leagues  diftance. 
Next  day  the  wind  was  ag;\inft  us,  turning  in  the 
night  E.  N.  E.  fo  that  vv€  loft  fight  of  the  land 
again,  hut  tacking  and  (landing  the  other  way  we 
foon  faw  it,  and  having  the  tide  under  foot,  though 
but  a  fcant  wind,  we  fhot  in  a  confiderable  way, 
but  after  the  tide  was  fpent  we  thought  we  loft  ground, 
but  the  wind  veering  to  our  advantage,  and  a  better 
gale,  did  help  us  much,  fo  that  on  the  iSih  we  ftiot 
.pretty  near  in,  thinking  to  have  put  intoFalmouih,  but 
the  wind  being  ftill  more  favourable,  we  ftood  for  the 
Ramhead  ;  then  it  gr-ew  almoft  calm,  fo  that  what 
we  got  by  the  flocd  we  loft  by  the  ebb,  and  we  could 
but  juft  difcern  the  Eddiftone  like  the  maft  of  a  fhip 
through  a  glafs,  and  fcarc-ely  at  all  with  the  naked 
t-ye ;  but  on  the  29tli,  it  being  the  firft-day  of  the 
week,  having  a  fine  tide  and  good  wind  all  in  our 
j.ivour,  gave  us  fome  hopes  to  get  into  Plymouth  by 
meeting  time,  the  very  thought  of  v.'hich  was  agree- 
able :  but  alas  !  by  eight  in  the  morning  we  found,  to 
our  forrow,  the  tide  .igainft  us,  and  the  wind  dying 
away,  we  loft  ground,  but  Shortly  after  the  wind 
blew  pretty  ftrong  and  fair ;  then  we  found  we  ftem'd 
th-  tide  and  got  a  little  forward,  and  when  the  ebb 
was  fpent,  the  flood  wixh  the  wind  came  in  very 
ftrong,  though  a  neap  tide,  fo  that  we  raifed  the 
Jand  very  faft,  and  about  two  in  the  afternoon  came 
a-breaft  the  Eddiftoue,  about  a  mufket-fhot  from  it, 
ajid  had  a  full  view  thereof,  going  along  with  pleafure, 
Tn  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  this,  pilots  came 
tff",  feveral  ftiips  wanting  fafe  conduct,  and  about 
jiine  we  cot  fafe  to  an  anchor,  juft  by  the  paft'age 
againft  Edgcombe  houfe,  and  on  the  3.0th  I  landed  at 

Plj'mouth, 
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Plymouth,  and  ftaid  in  town  that  day,  and  was  very 
thankful  I  was  I'afe  on  (liore  again,  having  been  jult 
nine  weeks  on  our  paffige,  and  the  laft  five  of  it  was 
a  very  trying  and  afHicling  time,  but  the  four  iiril 
were  very  pleafant  and  comfortable^ 

Being  now  on  fhore  aniongft  my  friends,  I  took 
horfe  the  ift  of  the  eighth  month,  and  came  to 
Exeter  that  night.  Next  morning,  being  the  2d  of  the 
month  and  fourth-day  of  the  v/eek,  I  came  home, 
and  as  I  entered  my  own  houfe,  oh  [  the  inward  comfort 
and  pleafure  whi(^i  I  felt,  ravifhed  my  heart,  that  1  could 
fcarce  forbear  to  cry  out,  God!  tkai  Gcd  vjho  judgeth 
nien^  is  jvj'i  in  ail  his  iv.nsy  and  revjardeth  pe^ice  irito 
t'^re  bdfoms  ofihifi  ^<^ho  fear  and  c hey  him.  And  being 
bv  all  my  family  and  friends  kindly  received,  made  my 
return  exceedingly  delightful. 

In  about  t/. enty-two  months  and  odd  days  I  finiflied 
this  journey,  from,  the  22d  of  the  tenth  month  1726) 
to  the  2d  of  the  eighth  month  1728,  and  in  that 
time  1  travelled  by  land  and  over  rivers  about  five 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty-two  miles,  befides 
pafling  and  repalTmg  the  great  ocean;  and  as  1  had 
been  out  of  :hat  country  fomewhat  more  than  twenry- 
one  years,  and  found  fo  great  an  increaie  of  the 
profe-nbrs  of  truth,  I  bad  a  curiofity  to  examine  a 
little  into  it,  finding  mod  of  the  old  meeting-houfes 
very  much  enlarged,  fome  to  hold  double,  and  fome 
treble,  and  fome  four  times  the  people  th.t  the  old 
ones  would  in  my  firft  going  thither,  and  even  now 
fome  wanted  to  be  either  enlarged,  or  new  ones  built  at 
proper  diitances ;  bendes  the  account  of  new  houfes 
built  in  that  tim.e,  in  places  where  were  none,  nor 
meetings  but  what  -/vere  kept  in  private  houfes,  which 
grew  fo  numerous,  that  necefiity  put  them  upon 
erecting  houfes  to  accommodate  themfelves.  In  New- 
England  and  Rhode-Ifland  are  twelve:  in  the  govern- 
ment of  New-York  are  fix  :  \vi  both  Eafl  and  Wefl- 
Jerfey  are  nine  :  m  Pennfylvnn'a  thirteen  :  in  Mary- 
Q^  2  JanJ 
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land  four:  in  Virginia  nine;  and  in  Nprfh-Carofliia 
three.  In  all,  tiieie  have  been  fifty  fix  new  Meetlng- 
hoiifes  built  v.'ithin  thcfe  two  or  three  and  twenty  years 
pad,  and  in  tliefe  provinces  there  are  about  ten  places 
more  that  want  where  they  have  i^,or:e,  and  many  old 
ones  want  to  be  enlarged,  not  having  room  for  half 
the  people.  Now  the  e,\traonlinary  increafe  of  pro- 
feiTors  is  much  to  be  attributed  to  tlie  youth  ret;iinirig 
the  profpfTion  of  their  parent?,,  and  marrying  fiich  : 
for  indeed  rnotl  or  the  people  in  Pennfylvania  arc  of 
this  profeilion,  as  we;!  as  in  the  Jerfeys,  and  Rhode-. 
Ifland,  io  that  younz  people  are  not  under  the  temp- 
tation to  marry  fuch  as  are  of  different  judgments  in 
religion,  as  in  fo.-ne  part?. 

Now  beinoj  f.fe  returned  home,  I  was  diligent  In 
my  way,  minding  my  bufmcfs,  and  attended  publ  ck 
meetings,  funerals,  &c.  until  the  year  174.0,  at  which 
time  I  found  a  concern  to  vifit  feme  parts  of  the 
North,  and  Ireland,  which  comes  next  in  courfe,  \\\\.\\ 
refpedl  to  both  time  and  place,  viz. 

An  Account  of  my  Travels  into  the  North  of 
England,  and  Ireland,  the  fecond  time,  in.  the.year. 
1740. 

After  having  acquainted  my  friends  v.'ith  what  I- 
had  in  view,  requeuing,  as  is  ufual  in  the  like  cafes, 
a  certificate  from  the  monthly- meeting,  which  was 
readily  granted,  1  left  my  houfe  the  ift  of  the  th'rd 
month,  1740,  and  wetit  to  the  funeral  of  an  inti-- 
mate  friend,  viz.  Thomas  Gary,  of  Long-Sutton, 
the  m.eering  w-ss  very  large  and  well.  Thence  I  went 
to  Street,  and  fo  for  Briltol,  to  the  yearly  meeting, 
which  was  attended  by  many  friends,  and  was  very 
much  to  fatibfaclion  ;  1  was  Lirgely  opened  both  in 
the  pubiick  and  fele^Sl  meetings  of  miniflers  and 
elders.  Leaving  that  place  1  went  to  Bath,  Bradford, 
Melkfham,  Chippenham,  and  Cain  in  Vv'ihfhire,  and 
had  in  all  thefe  places  meetings  to  good  fatisfaction,  in 

fome 
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fome  more  than  others.  Thence  to  Njvvbur}-,  Reading, 
Wickham,  and  Uxbridge,and  had  meetings  at  all  the/b 
places,  which  were  pretty  well.  Thence  to  London 
to  the  yearly  meeting,,  where  L  was  more  particularly 
enlarged  amongft  the  minifters  than  I  ever  had  been 
before  in  England,  which  gave  mc  fome  apprehenfion 
it  was  to  be  my  laft,  and  v.>hen  I  was  taken  fick,  of 
which  in  its  place,  ic  Teemed  to  conhrm  it.  I  had 
likewife  a  very,  good  time  in-  the  parting-meeting, 
which  coniirmcd  mc  that  I  w^is  in  my  place.  From 
.thence  I  v/ent  to  Hertford,  it  was  their  monthly- meet- 
ing, and  I  ftald  three  meetings  in  that  town.  Thence 
to  Ware  and  Royfton,  and  had  confuicrab^e  meetings  in 
both  places.  Then  into  Effex  to  SafiTon-Waldei},- 
Thaclcftead  and  Coggcfhall,  and  had  tolerable  good 
times;  fo  to  Cokhe'^er  yearly- meeting,  which  was 
very  large,  and  I  had  the  comi-.any  of  John  Gurney, , 
and  Jofliua  Toft,  who  both  had  very  eaiin.;nt  fcrvice- 
in  that  meetitig. 

,1   was  taken  iil  with  a  cold,    but   had   fo  good  a. 
time   amongft    the   miniliers,    that  1  thought    myfelf 
almod  cured;,  b.it.  after   meeting  riding  to  Bury,  it 
brou;»ht  fuch  a  fever  upon  me,   that  I  thought  I  could 
not  furvive  it,  and  this  feemed  to  confir  n  my  former 
apprehenfion,    fro'n    that    uncommon   enlargement   I 
had  amongit  the  m.inifters   in  London,  that  I  fhould 
never  have  another,   and   this  notion  grew  upon  me, . 
adding   much   to  my  lov/n^fs   of  fpirits  ;.  hov/ever,  I 
was  obliged  to  tarry   a    w.je!c    with  m,y  friend  John- 
Drewett,   at    Bary,    and   his  kindnefs  and  tendernefs 
over  me  in  that  low  weak  condition,  was  very  great 
and  comfortable;  he  conveyed  me  to  MildenhaJl  in- 
his  chair,  but  I  was  very  weak,  and  obliged  to  f^-ay. 
at  Jofeph  Ellington's  one  week  longer,  who  was  like- 
wif-  very  kind  and  tend^fr  over  me. 

From  thence  I  wentao  Br?.. yd,  and  through  fome 
part  of  Norfolk  into  Lincoln  lb  ire,  and  had  very  large, 
naestings   at    f^ynn,    and    at   Gavnfborough    a  great 
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number  at  a  funeral,  and  meetings  at  feveral  other 
places,  which  were  large.  1  met  my  dear  friend 
Jofhua  Toft  at  Lynn,  and  he  was  with  me  st  Gedney, 
and  other  meetings  betwe^cn  that  and  GainfDorough, 
and  then  we  parted,  and  I  went  into  Yorkfhire,  and 
had  fun^^ry  large  meetings,  confidering  the  places,  as 
at  Leed?,  Ravvden,  Brad'ord,  Skipton,  Settle,  and 
Sedbergh  ;  (at  which  laft  place  my  moiilh  was  firit 
opened  in  miniflry)  and  on  firlt-d;.y  to  Kendal,  and 
bad  two  ]:^rge  m>eetings,  and  then  went  direclly  for 
Whitehaven  by  Cockermouth,  but  had  no  meeting 
till  I  came  to  Dublin,  liay^ng  in  Whitehaven  but 
about  two  hours. 

I  took  lliipping  the  ifl  of  the  fixth  month  174G, 
and  landed  fafe  at  Dublin  the  4th.  I  ilaid  (here  two 
firft-days,  being  under  (omc  diforder,  and  from  thence 
I  went  to  Droghecia  and  Munallcn,  where  I  was  very 
particular  about  the  rail  and  qualifications  of  (rue 
gofpel  miniflers,  fhewing,  that  wicked  men  could 
not  be  fuch  ;  and  thence  to  Lurj^an,  and  had  fatis- 
fadlory  opportunities,  Michael  Lightfoot  being  there  at 
the  fame  time'.  From  thence  to  one  meeting  between 
that  and  Liroorne,  and  To  1  went  to  the  north  as  far 
as  Balluarrey,  and  then  returned  back  to  Toherhead,, 
Old  Cadle,  vJoothlll,  vifiting  meetings  on  that  fide  tt> 
Limerick,  and  fo  to  ClonmeH,  Youghall,  and  to  Cork. 
to  the  province  meeting,  and  back  by  Waterford  to  a 
province  quarterly-meeting  at  Mountmellick,  vifiting 
the  meetings  round  as  1  went  to  Montrath,  Edtndcrry, 
and  fo  to  Dublin  to  a  marriage,  where  for  fome  time- 
I  had  very  hard  work,  but  it  ended  very  v.-eli  :  from 
thence  I  went  into  the  county  of  Wicklav%  and  round 
byCarlovv,  vihting  the  meetings  round  ta  the  <iational 
half-yearly  meeting  at  Dublin,  about  the  nth  of  the  • 
ninth  month. 

1  foujiu  in  that  nation  a.  brave,  zealous  and  living 
people  in  the  root  of  true  religion  and  difciplTne, 
or  church  governmentj  vycll  qualified  with  experience 
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in  divine  wifclom  ;  but  there  were  alfo  fome  who 
feemed  very  perfect  m  the  form,  and  appeared  to  the  . 
outward  very  exaiSl  and  zealous  again  ft  pride  ajid 
worldly  cuftoms,  but  for  all  that,  the  infide  was  not 
right,  lb  that  I  found  often  very  clofe  exercife  amono^fl: 
them,  in  warning  them  againlt  the  leaven  of  the  Pha- 
rifees,  which  was  equally,  if  not  more  hurtful  to  re. 
ligion  than  that  of  the  Pubiicans  :  and  in  fome  places, 
fhewing  that  it  was  needful  to  be  good  examples  in 
plaimefs  of  fpeech,  as  well  as  apparel,  which  many 
had  deviated  from  ;  but  neverthelefs  fuch  there  were, 
who  though  plain,  and  oherwife  ftri6l,  were  too 
much  taken  up  with  the  world,  and  the  riches  of  it, 
making  hafle  to  increafe  their  fubftance,  which  was  , 
a  very  great  hiof'rance  to  their  growth  in  the  life  of 
religion,  and  made  them  dwarfilh  therein  ;  fetting 
forth,  thai;  a  form,  without  life,  whether  by  education 
or  otherwife,  would  not  avail  ;  alfo  warning  the 
miniilers  in  the  exercife  of  their  gifts,  to  keep  to  the 
fpirit,  and  mind  carefully  their  openings,  and  not  to 
pre;ich  the  letter,"  under  a  pretence  of  preaching  the 
Spirit,  and  fo  inftead  of  miniftering  life,  itviniftcr  death 
to  the  people.  In  the  main,  I  had  great  comfort, 
and  many  very  good,  opportunities. 

1  left  that  nation  full  of  peace  in  my  own  mind, 
being  filad    that!  went  thither:   T  was  at  eighty  two 
or  eighry  three  meetings  in  ic,  and  took  ihipping  the 
J 9th  of  the  ninth  month  1740,  in  company  with  my 
dear  friend  Michael  Lightfoot,  for  Workington,  and. 
was  but  twenty  Rur  hours   on  the  water  ;   it  v/as  a 
rough  though  very  quick  paffage  :   my  friend  was  very 
ilck,  and  fo  was  1  a'fo,  but  not  to  that  degree  a?  he  was.  , 
We  hired  horfes  to  go  to  v\  hitehaven,  it  being  about 
fix  or  fcven  miles,  and   ftaid  there  till   next  day,  it- 
being  firft-dav,  and  had  two  meetings,  the  laft  being 
very   large.    I  vifited  all   the  meetings   in  and  about 
Cockermouth,  and  Pardfay,  many  of  which  were  very 
large,  and  then  by  Kefwick  to  Hawkfnead,  where  1  was  . 

much 


1,76  THE  LIFE  AND  TRAVELS  OF 

iTiHch  comforted,  being  at  friend  Lancafter's  houfe  at 
Cokhoufe,  and  had  two  meetings  there,  which  were 
very  full. 

Thence  I  went  to  Kendal,  had  no  meeting,  but 
next  mornincr  went  to  Sedberg  to  the  general-meeting, 
which  was  fmall  by  reafon  of  a  deep  /now  and  very 
liard  we.-iiher.  Thence  to  Prcfton -Patrick,  and  back 
to  Kendal,  but  had  no  meeting.  Thence  to  Crook,  and  ^ 
had  a  fmall  meeting,  then  back  to  Keiidal  to  their 
week-day  meeting,  where  was  a  funeral.  Thence 
I  vvent  to  Shap,  but  it  was  very  bad  travelling  by 
reafon  of  the  fnow  and  froft.  Thence  to  Cumberland 
quarteily-meeting,  by  Carlule  and  Moorhoufe  to  Wig- 
ton,  where  it  was  hc!d  ;  anr'  confidering  the  feafon,, 
it  was  very  large,  holding  iv/o  days  ;  at  a  meeting 
of  minifters  and  eiders  held  in  the  evening,  I.  v/as 
pretty  much  enlarged,  as  well  as  at  the  other  meetings, 
I  returned  back  to  Penrith,  being  accompanied  by  my. 
friend  Rowland  Wilfon  this  journey,  v/ho  was  of  great 
fervice  to  me,  and  my  friend  John  Wilfon  and  his- 
intended  fon-in-law  met  me  at  Penrith,  where  we  had 
a  very  large  evening-meetin^r,  to  very  good  fatisfac- 
tion  ;  the  difTenting  teacher,  with  many  of  his  hear- 
ers were  there,  and  it  v/as  very  well.  Thence  to 
Teril,  and  to  the  monthly-meeting  at  Great- Strick- 
land, and  fo  by  Shap  to  Kendal,  where  I  v.-as  at  three- 
meetings  befides  the  quarterly  -  meeting,  and  the 
ineetino-  of  minifters,  all  very  large  and  fatistactory  ;• 
and  the  weather  was  much  warmer.  I  took  my  friend 
John  Wilfon'?,  houfe  for  home  at  Kendal,  an.l  James 
Wilfon's  at  Scdberg,  (laid  their  fi;ft-day  nreeting,. 
and  had  an  exceeding  large  meeting  in  the  evening.. 
That  meeting,  with  Cockermouth  and  Whitehaven, 
were  three  of  the  largeil  meetings  I  had  in  the  north 
that  journey.  Thence  to  my  old  friend  Robert 
Chambers,  and  to  Prefton  general  -meeting,  and  dear 
Jame?  Wi'fon  and  h  s  wfe  met  me  there,,  it  was  a 
pretty  large  meeting,  but  I  was  much  ftiut  up  in  it  j. 
and  after  meeting  James  and  John  Wilfon,  with  Robert 

ChamberSj. 
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Chambers,  and  fundry  others,  accompanied  me  to  the 
quarterly- meeting  at  Lancufter,  which  began  next  day, 
and  was  very  large.  Tiiefe  quarteriv-meetings  of 
Cumberland,  Weitmoreland  and  LancaOiire,.  were 
three  of  the  largeft  that  1  remember  ro  have  been  at, 
oiie  after  the  other,  in  fo  (liort  a  time,  and  they  h.jd. 
an  exctljent  oeconomy  in  the  management  of  their 
ail'airs  ;  but  there  was  no  meeting  of  miniilers  at 
Lancafter  at  this  time.  It  may  be  faid,  I  thin'c  very 
jufrly,  that  thefe  three  counties  are  in  a  thrivmg  way 
in.  the  very  life  of  relivion  and  true  god'inels. 

Having  received  a  iin^  from  mv  dear  wife,  that, 
fhe  v/as  weakly,  and  wanted  me  to  return,  prevented 
my  viilting  the  north  as  I  had  in  view,  lo  that  fiotj 
Lancafter  1  had  no  meeting  till  I  came  to  Ma  ncheiler,. 
where  I  had  two  good  meetings.  1  hence  to  Stocic-; 
port,  A'lacclcsfield  and  Leek,  and  had  fmail  meetings- 
at  each  place.  Thence  to  Birmingham  and  had  two 
meetings,  the  lafi:  a  funeral,  pretty  large,  but  not  fo 
edifying  as  I  could  have  defired  it.  Thenre  to  Wor- 
cefter,  Gloucefl:er  and  Briftol,  and  had  mee  ings  at 
them  all  to  very  good  fatisfatilion,  efpecially  at  Wor- 
cefler  and  Briftol. 

In  this  journey  I  travelled  in  Ireland  (evclufive  of 
the  ft  a)  fix  hundred  and  feventy-eght  miles,  and  in 
England,  before  and  afcer  my  return  from  Ireland, 
nine  hundred  and  thirty,  vvhith  in  all  is  fjxteen 
hundred  and  eight  miles,  and  fave  mv  illncfs  at  Bury, 
had  my  health  as  well  a*^  I  could  expcil,  being  humbly 
thankf.d,  that  I  was  fo  ftrengthened  both  iiiw-irJly  and 
outwardly  to  accomplish  my  journey  fo  well,  not 
having,  that  I  remember,  left  any  taing  undone  in 
thr>t  nation,  fave  fomething  I  had  to  fay  in  the  mens 
meeting  at  Dublin,  but  their  hady  breaking  up  pre- 
vented It,  whic'i  gave  me  uneafmefs  for  fomc  weeks 
after,  and  I  remark  it  here  for  a  caution  to  others  j  ' 
for  I  miffed  fuch  an  opportunity  as  I  could  nevermore 
expedl   to   have,    and   this   added   to  my   unea'lnefs,* 

Thus- 
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Thr.s  I  faw  thn.t  my  fear  of  breaking  in  upon  lliff 
meeting,  and  hindering  their  bufinefs,  made  me  lofe 
my  time,  fo  that  I  came  off  with  a  burden  upon 
my  mind. 

An  Account  of  my  Travels  fince  the  Deceafe 
of  my  Wife,  who  after  a  lingerinir  ilincfs  departed 
this  life  the  6th  of  the  third  month  1746. 

I  fet  out  from  my  houfe  the  27th  of  the  fourth 
month  1746,  towards  the  quarterly-meeting  at  Lifkard 
in  Cornwall,  which  in  that  county  and  Devonfliire, 
are  ufually  called  yearly-meeting^;,  and  had  two  fmall 
meetings  in  the  way,  viz.  at  Ccllampton  and  Oak- 
hampton  ;  thence  to  Launcefton,  where  we  had  a  very- 
large  meeting,  the  place  confidered,  the  people  being 
very  fober  and  attentive,  and  the  doctrine  of  the 
gofpel  flowed  freely  to  them  ;  1  was  much  comforted 
uith  that  meeting  :  tlience  to  Lifkard  to  th';  quar- 
terly meeting,  wnich  by  reafoii  of  the  unfeafonable- 
Ticis  of  the  weather,  was  fmaller  than  ufual,  there 
being  fevv  befidcs  friends,  but  things  were  tolerably 
v/ell  ;  and  from  th-nce  to  Plymouth  :  fiiends  of  b)th 
counties  attend  th^fe  two  meetings.  After  which 
1  had  a  meeting  in  the  evening  at  the  parifh,  where  I 
think  but  one  fami'y  of  fnends  dwelt,  we  had  a 
tolerable  good  meeting,  many  people  came  to  it ; 
thence  to  Kingforidge,  and  fo  for  Exeter,  and  was  at 
their  week-day  meeting,  but  had  n  )thing  to  f ly  ;  (o 
by  Collumpton  to  Chard,  and  then  home,  where  I 
ftaid  until  it  was  tiir.e  to  fet  out  for  the  yearly-meet- 
ing in  GloucefterOiire,  held  at  Hampton-Road,  which 
being  well  fuppliei  by  fuadry  able  miniitcrs  attending, 
it  was  thought  to  be  of  good  fervice. 

I  returned  by  Bath,  Froome  and  Shipton- Mallet,  had 
three  meetings  at  Bath,  one  at  Froome,  and  one  at 
Shipton,  all  to  very  good  fatisfaction,  and  then  home, 
wiicre  I  ftaid  foine  tune  j  but  linding  the  conftraint  of 

love 
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1ove  to  vifit  London,  I  waited  to  be  clearly  fatlsfied  in 
the  undertaking,  and  was  not  eafy  to  go  till  the  20th 
of  the  eleventh  month. 

I  went  by  iJrifto),  and  the  meetings  were  very  large, 
I  ftaid  two  firftrdays,  and  had  very  good  fatisfaclion 
in  being  there;  then  I  uenr  for  London  through  Wilt- 
fhjre,  and  had  a  toierahle  fatisfaclory  opportunity  in 
the  evening  ar  Chippenham,  where  fundry  Grangers 
came  in;  next  to  Cain,  and  had  a  meeting  thee  alfo, 
but  not  quite  fo  (atisfaclory  ;  thence  to  Mariborough, 
and  had  a  very  open  t  me,  many  neighbours  came 
who  were  very  fobcr  and  attentive ;  thence  to  New- 
bury, and  had  a  fmall  meeting ;  thence  to  Reading, 
and  was  there  on  firft-day  both  morning  and  after- 
noon, and  had  good  fati.-faflion  ;  thence  to  Maiden- 
head, where  Tandry  friends  from  London  met  me; 
from  thence  I  went  to  a  meeting  at  Uxbridge,  appointed 
for  Hannah  Harris  ;  from  thence  to  London,  and  was 
jn  town  four  week?.  In  five  firfl-davs  I  vifited  all 
the  meerings,  and  fome  of  them  fundry  times  over, 
and  had  (ometimes  great  fatlsfaftion  and  comfort,  but 
-at  other  times  1  was  \ery  low,  and  under  great 
poverty  of  fpirit ;  the  firft-days  were  hard  fervice : 
the  evening- meetings  at  Grace-church-ftreet  were 
very  open,  and  the  gofpel  flowed  to  them  very  plenti- 
fully, at  which  meetings  vaft  variety  of  hearers  fre- 
quented, of  different  flates  and  profeflions,  but  the 
fountain  being  opened,  there  was  a  fupply  fuitable  to 
their  conditions. 

After  I  was  clear  of  the  city,  fundry  friends  accom- 
panied me  to  Elher,  where  we  had  a  fmall  but  pretty 
open  meeting  ;  thence  to  Guildford,  where  we  had  a 
very  fmall  and  poor  meeting.  I  queried,  v.hy  they 
did  not  give  their  neighbours  notice  ?  to  which  they 
anfwered,  tbt-y  did  not  ufe  to  do  it.  There  is  a  very 
great  remifTnefs  amongft  our  people  in  this  refpedt, 
for  if  they  were  diligent,  and  defirous  to  have  the 
company  of  tlieir  neighbours,  where  the  minifter  is  io 

concerned. 
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concerned,  it  might  be  of  great  fervlce  to  them.  1 
went  from  thence  to  Godalmin,  where  we  h?.d  a  verv 
large  and  open  meeting;  thence  to  Alton,  and  had 
two  very  agreeable  meetings;  fo  to  Winchefter,  where 
were  but  a  few  fiiends;  then  to  Rumfey,  and  had  a 
imall  meeting  j  fo  to  Ringwood  week-day  meeting, 
which  was  fmall,  but  pretty  well ;  thence  to  Poo!,  iuid 
had  a  meeting  or  two  there,  and  then  home  ;  being 
very  glad  that  1  fucceded  fo  well,  boih  as  to  health  and 
ability  of  mind,  getting  homo  about  the  middle  of  the 
iecon  I  month  I747« 

I  now  vifited  the  meetings  in  ihe  neighbourhood, 
until  the  9th  of  the  third  month  1747,  and  on  that 
<lay  tr-(>k  my  journey  towards  Briftol  yearly-meeting, 
and  I  had  but  one  meeting  between  home  and  Brirtoi  j , 
the  meeting  there  was  very  large  and  well.  From 
thencfe  to  the  quarterty-mcetrng  for  Gloucefrerfliire, 
-  it  was  held  at  Thoinbury,  and  I  hr.d  a  very  fatisfatStory 
time  there :  thence  I  went  to  Nailfworih,  was  taken 
much  out  of*  order  in  the  night,  but  went  to  meet- 
ing, although  )iot  very  fit  for  it  ;  my  dear  friend 
Richard  Champion  came  there,  and  I  went  with  him 
to  his  houfc,  which  made  me  think,  by  the  refpe<5l  and 
kindnefs  he  fhewe/l,  that  he  was  an  excellent  fympa- 
ihi^ing  friend  in  ^alldiion,  for  he  foon,  for  my  en- 
couragement faid,  he  would  go  to  VVorct-fter  with  me, 
for  the  meetings  were  appointed  fo  far;  and  my  worthy 
friend  w-iit  with  me  tliither. 

I  was  bravely  recoveied  by  the  time  I  got  to  Wor- 
ceRer,  ha\'ing  only  Cheltenham  and  Tewkfbury  meet- 
ings between  that  and  Niilfworth.  I  was  at  Wor- 
celler  on  iirii:-day  at  three  meetings,  and  had  good 
■fatisfac^^ion  and  pe^ce  in  them.  I  wen,  thence  to 
Bromfgrove,,  and  had  a  fmall  meeting  comfortable  and 
well  ;  thence  to  Birmingham,  where  I  (laid  the 
feventh-day,  and  went  to  Coventry  on  firft-day,  and 
"was  at  two  meetings  there,  which  were  both  open 
and  well,  but  the  latter  more  fo  than  the  iirft  :.  from 

thence 
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riience  to  HInkley,  Leicefter,  Caftle-Dunnington,  and 
to  Nottingham  on  firfl-da}/,  where  I  was  at  their  two 
meetings,  but  few  befides  our  own  profefTors  were 
there  ;  the  meetings  were  tolerable  will  :  I  had  not 
very  agreeable  feivice,  to  my  own  apprehenuon,  in 
fome  of  the  above  meetings,  though  (ome  friends 
thought  my  doctrine  fuitable  to  their  flatcs,  and  that 
is  the  chief  end  which  we  oujiht  to  aim  at.  From 
thence  I  went  to  Aiaiisfield,  aiid  had  a  very  full  m.ct- 
ing  at  a  funeral,  wiih  which  I  had  ureat  comfoit  and 
peace  :  thence  to  Chefterfield,  Sheffield,  and  Warnf- 
worth,  and  had  tolerable  good  opportunities ;  thtn.e 
to  RawclifF,  and  to  York  quarterly  meeting,  v/hcre  I 
had  good  fervice. 

p'rom  York  I  went  into  Ho'dernefs  by  Thorn, 
Iththey,  Malton,  Cranfwick,  aiid  Beverley,  where  v\as 
a  monthly-meeting,  which  was,  I  hope,  fcvxeablc, 
being  a  large  gathering  of  both  friends  and  other  people 
of  diffeient  perfuafions  ;  thence  to  Hull,  Wei  wick, 
Ouftwick,  Horn.'ey,  and  Burlington  ;  Ouftwick  was 
a  very  large  meeting,  the  others  but  fmall,  but  not  to 
complain  of;  thence  to  Scarborough,  where  I  daid  a  ' 
full  week,  and  was  at  two  firftday  meetings  which 
were  both  large  and  comfortable  ;  i  had  feven  meet- 
ings, in  that  place  to  good  fatisfadlion^  then  I  had  a 
fmall  meeting  at  Stanton-dals  and  fo  to  V/h  thy,  and 
had  three  meetings  there,  but  they  were  laborious, 
being  pretty  hard  to  get  through  ;  thence  to  Moorfam, 
and  at  Caftleton  had  a. fmall  meeting  ;  it  being  barvefl:- 
time  many  friends  could  not  attend.  From  thence  to 
Kirby-Moorfide,and  lodged  with  my  dear  and  worthy 
friend  John  Richardfon  at  Hutcon  in  the  Hole,  and  was 
at  a  very  large  meeting  at  Pickering,  called  a  ye.irly- 
mceting,  but  it  did  not  anfwer  expectations,  many  of 
the  people,  who  were  not  friends,  coming  to  it  as  to 
a  revel,  and  would  afterwards  get  drunk  before  they 
went  home,  which  gave  friends  much  uneafinels, 
and  room  to  confider,  whether  beft  to  continue  it  or  nor. 
R  I  return.ed. 
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I  returned  to  my  old  worthy  friend  John  Rich- 
ardfon,  whofe  converfation  and  company  was  very 
agreeable  and  profitable  ;  thence  to  Kiiby,  and  had  a 
very  cpmfcrtabie  meeting  ;  fo  to  Bllfdale,  Ayion,- 
Stocktcn,  and  Yarm,  had  fmall  meeting?,  but  pretty 
cpen  and  edifying.  At  Yarm,  my  friend  Thvomas 
Couldwell  of  Darlington,  and  my  worthy  friend  James 
Wi'fon  and  his  dear  wife,  met  me  ;  ^I  homas  Co-dd- 
well  was  their  fon- in-law,  and  had  a  (qw  words  in 
meetings  to  good  fatisfacl^ion  ;  he  was  an  innocent  re- 
putable man,   both  in  miniftry  and  conduct. 

Tames  went  with  m.e  through  the  county  of  Durham, 
where  we  vifited  moft  of  the  meetings  to  Newcaftic  ; 
from  thence  we  went  into  Allendale,  and  had  a  pretty 
large  gathering  of  friends,  the  monthly-meeiing  be- 
ing there,  and  their  bufinefs  was  v/eli  condu£l:ed,  a::d 
the  affairs  carried  on  to  edification  and  comfort. 
From  therice  to  Alftone^Moor,  had  a  pretty  large 
meeting,  and  a  comfortable  opportunity,  it  being 
monthly-meeting  alfo  >  from  thence  to  Cornwood, 
vvh  ch  v/as  pretty  full,  and  I  had  an  agreeable  time. 
'Ihere  being  here  fome  convincement,  I  was  opened 
to  fliew  the  ditFerence  between  a  true  and  falfe  miniftr}-, 
.demonftrating  the  qualifications  of  each,  that  they 
might  judge,  whether  a  fpiritual  qualification,  which 
i'anclifies  and  purifies  the  conicience,  fitting  it  for  the 
receiving  the  knowledge  of  the  divine  will,  by  in- 
fpliation  of  the  holy  fpirit;  or  a  human  qualification 
t)y  literature  and  books;  with  v,.hat  they  call  crdi- 
pati-on,  too  ofcen  without  tie  fancf^ification  of  the  heart 
by  the  word  of  truth,  was  mofl  likely  to  advaiiCe  the 
work  of  true  religion. 

FjTom  this  place  we  went  into  Cumberland  j  biit 
after  the  iirft  meeting  James  VVilfon  went  home  to 
look  aftej"  his  affairs,  it  being  harveft  tiinej  but  I 
3/ifited  Cumberland  pretty  thoroughly,  and  was  at 
Moorhoufe  meeting,  and  fo  to  Coldbeck,  but  was 
jtakcA  iQ  ill  there,  that  1  could  not  attend  that  meeting  ; 

from 
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from  thence  I  went  to  Ifel  and  Cockermouth,  Pard- 
fay,  and  Whitehaven,  but  I  was  very  weak  and  low 
in  my  fpirit,  which  rendered  me  very  unfit  for  fervice. 
1  was  at  Workington  on  firft-day,  and  had  a  very 
large  and  op?n  meeting,  to  that  I  was  finely  recruited, 
and  gatliered  flrength  both  inwardly  and  outwardly  : 
from  thence  I  went  to  Broughton,  AUonby,  and  to 
Holm,  v/here  was  a  troublefome  woman,  in  whom 
the  fpirir,  which  influenced  the  Pcarfons,  was  very 
ftrong  ;  ihe  gave  fome  dillurbance,  efpecially  to  John 
Urwin,  but  nobody  faid  any  thing  to  her  ;  and  after  I 
had  fpoke  Joine  time,  and  concluded,  flie  flood  up 
and  expreffed  fomething  to  this  efFecl,  here  is  a  great . 
many  fine  words  put  iveli  together^  but  where  Is  the  life  ? 
And  in  meetings  (he  would  ofcen  cait  forth  reproaches 
and  reflecftions  on  minifters,  both  of  the  fame  county, 
and  alfo  flrangers.  From  Holm  we  went  round  to 
Wigton,  and  I  flaid  there  over  firft-day,  but  John 
Urwin  left  me,  I  had  two  very  edifying  meetings  ; 
and  from  thence  I  went  to  Moorhcufe,  and  had  a 
tolerable  good  meeting,  and  fo  to  the  quarterly-meet- 
ing at  Carlifl?,  which  was  very  large,  and  I  had  good  ' 
fatisfaclion  both  in  the  meetings  of  bufinefs,  and  the 
meetings  of  minifters,  to  my  great  comfort ;  and 
thefe  meetings  very  much  reftored  me,  for  I  had  been 
very  low  and  weak  with  the  diforder  I  took  at  Cold- 
becky  but  my  friend  John  Urwin  was  of  Angular  good 
fervice  to  me. 

In  the  vifit  from  Carlifle  to  Penrith,  I  went  with 
my  friend  John  Wilfon  and  his  brother  Crewdfon, 
who  were  fo  kind  as  to  meet  me  at  Carlifle,  and  we 
had  a  very  large  good  open  meeting,  and  I  doubt 
not  the  power  of  truth  was  eminently  felt  that  day 
by  fome.  From  thence  I  went  to  Great  Strickland 
monthly-meeting  for  difcipline,  and  to  Shap,  and 
had  fome  fervice,  although  I  v/as  deje£led  and  low  ; 
and  always  when  I  was  in  that  condition,  I  endea- 
voured in  fecret  to  be  ftill,  waiting  in  patience,  with 
'^p  R  2  fervent 
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fervent  prayer  that  I  might  be  preferved  in  the  fim- 
plicity  of  the  gofpel,  to  appear  juft  as  the  truth  affiftedj 
carefully  guarding  againft  forming  any  image  or  like- 
nefs  from  a  wrong  root,  lert  I  fhould  ofFend  my 
mafter  as  Ifrael  did  in  Mofes's  abfence,  by  forming 
to  themfelves  that  dumb  lifelefs  idol  the  calf,  to 
worfhip  after  the  manner  of  the  Egyptians. 

From  Shap  1  went  to  Kendal,  the  quarterly-meet- 
ing for  Wefiimoreland  being  there,  it  was  very  lar2;e, 
and  I  was  much  opened  in  it,  having  very  fatisfailory 
fervice  both  to  myfelf  and  fundry  friends  :  from  thence 
I  went  to  Lancafter  to  the  quarterly-meeting  for  that 
county,  and  had  there  very  agreeable  fervice.  Thefe 
three  quarterly-meetings  fucceed  one  another,  viz. 
Cumberland,  Weftmoreland,  and  Lancafliiire,  and 
are  the  largeft  of  any  I  know  of  in  this  nation,  and 
falling  fo  in  a  line,  gave  me  the  better  opportunity  to 
attend  them ;  I  ftaid  at  L^.ncafter  over  firfl-day,  and 
had  fome  fervice  there,  where  were  tv/o  meetings,  and 
both  pretty  large.  From  Lancafter  I  went  to  Yelland, 
and  had  a  fmall  hard  meeting,  my  friend  Robert 
Chambers  and  wife  met  me  here,  and  I  went  home 
with  them,  and  fo  to  Prcfton  meeting  next  day;  it 
was  but  fmall  and  heavy,  my  friend  Sarah  Wilfon, 
Jamts's  wife,  and  fome  other  friends  from  that  fide; 
met  me  there,  with  whom  I  went  to  Brigflats  meet- 
ing, it  was  a  fine  gathering,  and  a  comfortable  time. 
Tnence  to  Dent's  town,  where  was  a  general-meet- 
ing, which  was  pretty  large  and  well  :  thence  to 
Garfualc,  and  Ravenftonedale,  and  had  two  i'm-Al 
meetings  which  were  edifying,  although  not  without 
fome  mixture  of  uneafincfs  and  trouble,  chiefly  oc- 
cafuned  by  unfaithfuhieCs  and  indolence  prevailing  on 
fundry  profefTors,  from  whom  one  might  expedt  much 
better  by  their  appearances,  and  the  places  they 
aimed  to  fill  in  the  church  :  thence  to  Brigflats  meet- 
ing on  firft-day  ;  and  their  monthly  meeting  for  dif- 
cipline   being  on   the  fourth-day  following,    I    flaid 

there, 
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there,  and  all  was  cenduiled  to  edification  and  com- 
fort ;  thence  to  Grayrig,  a  fmall  meeting ;  fo  to 
Crook,  where  feme  friends  from  Windermeer  met 
me  J  ic  v/as  but  a  fmall  meeting,  and  we  had  but  a 
low  poor  time.  I  came  back  to  Kendal,  and  was 
at  the  firft-day  meetings,  that  in  the  afternoon  wa$ 
large,  and  I  opened  pretty  clearly  the  difFerence  be- 
twixt a  natural  and  a  fpiritual  flate,  {hewing  the 
neceflity  of  the  lafl:,  in  order  to  qualify  for  the  know- 
ledge of  divine  thing?,  as  that  knowledge  is  not  to  be 
attained  to  by  the  natural  manj  we  had  an  edifvinj^ 
and  good  time.  James  Wilfon's  was  my  home  while 
at  Brigflats,  and  John  Wilfon's  at  Kendal,  during 
my  ftay  there. 

I  went  from  Kendal  to  Bentham,  and  had  a  con- 
fiderable  large  meeting  to  fatisfaclion  ;  thence  to 
Settle,  and  was  at  their  monthly-mi;ering  for  difci- 
pline  ;  'thence  to  Skipton,  and  had  a  fmall  meeting 
there;  and  fo  to  Bradford,  where  I  was  on  firft-day, 
and  had  pretty  good  fatisficlion  j  this  week  gave  me 
a  good  degree  of  eafe  and  chearfulnefs  of  mind: 
thence  to  Rawden,  Leeds,  Gilderfome,  and  to  Brad- 
ford monthly-meeting,  which  was  very  fmall,  chiefly 
occafioned  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  it  being 
very  heavy  rains,  and  a  great  flood  ;  and  I  returned 
to  Leeds,  and  fo  back  to  Rawden,  and  to  the  month^y- 
meeting  at  Afquith,  where  I  met  uith  dear  Benjamin 
Kidd  i  the  meeting  was  prettv  large,  and  I  think  to 
good  purpofe.  I  returned  to  Leeds  on  firft-day,  it 
being  my  laft  and  farewell  meeting ;  the  widow 
Horner's  houfe  was  my  home,  and  in  it  I  had  great 
peace  of  mind  and  confolation,  though  fhe  was  at 
that  time  under  a  very  trying  excrcife,  which  gave 
her  feme  uneafy  thoughts ;  but  confidering  the  great 
and  clofe  trials  ftie  had  undergone,  fhe  bore  it  vAth 
great  decency  and  patience,  plainly  demonftrating, 
that  fhe  was  highly  favoured  of  truth,  and  always 
dwelling  near  it,  to  the  comfort  of  kr  family,  and 

all 
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a^l  fenfible  friends  who  had  the  opportunity  of  her 
defuaMe  and  edifying  converfation. 

I  left  Leeds,  and  went  to  Wakefield  to  a  funeral, 
en  which  account  the  meeting  was  fomewhat  larger, 
though  it  was  a  very  ftormy  day,  and  much  fnow  fell 
at  that  time  j  John  Scott  was  with  me,  and  we  had 
a  tolerable  good  opportunity :  thence  1  went  to  Pon- 
tefraci,  and  had  a  fma'l  meeting ;  it  was  a  deep  fnow, 
and  vcrv  hard  frofV,  which  made  it  very  bad  travel- 
ling ;  thence  to  Warnfworth  to  their  monthly  meeting, 
where  Roger  Shackelton  met  me,  and  flaid  with  me 
till  after  firfl-day,  John  Scott  being  ftill  with  me, 
but  Roger  then  returned  home  ;  we  went  from  tbence 
to  BIyth  in  Nottinghamfhire,  to  the  funeral  of  a 
wortliy  elder  and  minifter,  and  had  a  very  large  com- 
pany, who  were  orderly  and  fober  in  their  behaviour  ; 
th.ncc  to  Hanfworth  Woodhoufe,  and  had  a  fmall 
njeeting  ;  thence  to  Sheffield,  and  had  two  large 
rnretings  there  to  pretty  good  fritisfaflion  :  J  flopped 
one  night  at  my  friend  Peter  Adam's  at  Cutthorp, 
and  then  I  v/ent  to  Cheflerfield,  and  had  a  fmall  meet- 
ing there,  and  fo  to  Mansfield,  and  had  another  fmall 
one;  thence  to  Nottingham  week-day  meeting,  and 
fri  to  Leicefter  on  firft-day;  here  John  Scott  left  me. 
The  morning- meeting  was  hut  fmall,  but  that  in  the 
afternoon  was  much  larger,  and  both  were  to  pretty 
good  fatisfa£lion.  I  was  at  two  or  three  fmall  meet- 
ings in  the  county,  and  then  I  came  back  to  the 
quarterly- meeting  at  Leicefter,  where!  had  a  fatis- 
failory  time  before  the  bufinefs  came  on,  which  was 
conuu£^ed  with  prudence  and  love. 

From  Leicefter  I  went  to  a  general  monthly-meet- 
ing, in  a  parifh  called  Wigflon- two-Steeples  on  firft- 
day,  where  the  meeting  was  pretty  large,  and  to 
good  fatisfa(5lion  ;  and  that  evening  came  back  to  a 
meeting  at  Leicefter,  Benjamin  Holme  being  there 
alfo,  and  the  meeting  was  well  and  comfortable: 
thence  to  Hinkiey,  and  had  a  comfortable  time,  and 

fo 
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fo  to  Nuneaton,  and  had  a  very  large  meeting,  which 
I  hope  was  to  good  purpofe  ;  then  to  Coventry  week- 
day meeting;",  and  to  Atherfton  ;  thefe  meetings  were 
of  fome  fervice,  but  not  large  :  thence  to  Warwick 
on  firft-day,  and  had  an  evening  meeting  the  third- 
day  following,  which  were  all  comfortable  opportuni* 
ties :  thence  to  Henley  and  had  a  fmall  evening 
meeting;  but  friends  were  too  negligent  in  acquaint- 
ing their  neighbours,  for  which  I  had  caufe  to  blame 
them  in  feveral  places.  From  thence  I  went  to  Bir- 
mingham, and  was  at  their  fixth-day  meeting,  which, 
was  fmall  ;  I  flaid  over  firfl-day,  and  had  two  meet- 
ings to  pretty  good  fatisfa<Slion,  and  I  was  comforted  y, 
the  fourth-day  following  I  was  at  their  inonthly  meet- 
ing, which  was  well  conducted,  and  I  had  an  edifying 
time  in  it  to  the  elder?,  to  keep  iheir  places  as  watch- 
men over  the  youth,  and  to  be  good  examples,  and 
to  take  care  the  poor  were  not  negle6lcd,  but  aiTifted 
in  due  feafon.  From  thence  I  went  to  Stourbridga 
and  Bewdley ;  at  Stourbridge  we  had  a  fine  large 
meeting,  fundry  people  came  in,  befules  friends,  and 
it  was  of  good  fervice  :  from  Bev/dley  I  went  ta 
Worcefter  on  firft-day,  the  morning  meeting  was 
fmall  and  heavy,  but  that  in  the  afternoon  was  large 
and  more  open  ;  from  thence  to  Tewkfbury,  and  had 
a  very  open,  good-,  edifying  opportunit)^,  though  but 
a  fmall  meeting  ;  thence  to  Cheltenham,  where 
although  I  requeued  notice  might  be  given,  it  was 
neglected,  and  the  meeting  was  very  fmall ;  from 
thence  to  Painfwick,  where  I  much  prcfTcd  notice 
might  be  given  to  their  neighbours  ;  1  likewife  gave 
feveral  notice  of  the  meeting  myfelf,  defiring  them  to 
acquaint  others  of  it,  and  by  this  means  we  had  a 
large  and  open  meeting  ;  I  hope  it  was  of  good  fervice 
to  fome,  they  being  very  fober  and  attentive  :  from 
thence  to  Nailfworth,  and  although  it  is  a  very  con- . 
fiderable  meeting,  if  not  the  largeit  in  the  county,  it 
was  very  fmall,  yet  we  had  a  comfortable  time  to- 
gether. 
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gether.  Thence  I  went  to  Thornbury  on  firft-day 
to  a  funeral,  which  was  very  large  and  open  ;  from 
thence  to  Briftol,  and  was  at  the  third  and  fixth-day 
mettings,  and  on  firft-day  at  two  meetings,  which 
were  all  well  and  comfortable  ;  thence  back  to  Thorn- 
bury  to  the  funeral  of  a  worthy  elder,  Thomas  Ally, 
he  was  much  refpefted,  which  his  j:ieighbours  niani- 
fefted  by  giving  their  attendance  at  the  meeting, 
which  made  it  very  large  ;  and  many  divine  truths 
were  opened,  which  appeared  to  fatisfa6lion,  there 
being  teachers  of  fundry  profeilions,  who  vyere  very 
attentive:  thence  to  Frenchay,  a  fmall  meeting,  and 
fo  to  Briftol  ;  I  was  at  the  fixth-day  meeting,  and  at 
a  funeral  in  Temple- ftreet,  where  many  of  the  people 
called  Methodifts  came  ;  I  ftaid  over  firft-day,  and 
had  two  meetings,  being  edified  in  both,  but  the  laft 
in  Temple-ftreet  rather  exceeded  :  from  thence  I 
came  to  Daflil  near  Shipton-Mallet,  and  had  a  very 
fatisfadlory  meeting  at  Rofcombe,  about  a  mile  off 
Daflil,  where  fundry  Baptifts,  Methodifts,  and  other 
diffenters  came,  being  all  very  fober  and  attentive  ; 
and  indeed  what  much  contributed  to  enlarge  the 
number  was,  that  the  Baptift  teacher  gave  notice  both 
to  his  own  people  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  place, 
and  gave  his  attendance  himfelfj  and  after  meeting  he 
came  to  the  friend's  houfe  where  we  dined,  and  de- 
fired  a  little  converfation,  which  was  readily  complied 
with  ;  this  gave  fome  reafon  to  think  he  intended  to 
objeft,  but  it  proved  to  the  contrary,  for  he  was 
rather  too  much  abounding  in  his  praife,  commending 
what  he  had  heard  more  than  1  approved  of,  wanting  to 
know,  whether  I  had  not  ftudied  that  fermon  (as  he 
called  it)  before  I  came  there :  my  anfwer  to  it  was, 
/  knevj  not  when  I  came  there^  whether  1  Jhould  have 
any  thing  to  fay  or  not^  fo  far  I  luas  from  having  any 
thing  provided  before  hand :  he  faid  it  was  a  very  good 
fermon,  and  very  fuitable  for  them  who  heard  it.  He 
was  very  loving,  and  fo  we  parted. 

From 
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From  Rofcombe  I  came  to  Long-Sutton,  and  had  a 
fmall  meeting  j  thence  to  Sherborne  meeting,  the 
fmalleft  I  ever  was  at,  or  had  in  that  place,  and  to 
but  little  fatisfa6tion  ;  the  fmallnefs  of  the  number 
was  much  owing  to  the  want  of  notice  to  the  town's 
people  ;  from  thence  to  a  funeral  at  Yeovill,  of  an 
ancient  woman  of  ninety-five  and  upwards  ;  a  large 
company  of  neighbours  attended  the  corpfe,  and  we 
had  a  good  time,  the  people  being  very  ferious,  and 
feemed  edified  with  what  was  fpoken ;  from  thence  I 
came  home,  it  beijig  the  i6th  of  the  twelfth  month 

I  ftaid  at  home,  and  vinted  the  neighbouring  meet- 
ings until  the  2d  of  the  third  month  1748,  and  then 
went  towards  Briftol  yearly-meeting,  but  had  no 
meeting  till  I  came  there,  except  the  monthly-meet« 
ing  for  the  north  divifion  of  the  county  of  Somerfet, 
and  though  it  was  very  fmall,  the  affairs  thereof  were 
condu6led  with  prudence  and  judgment ;  thence  to 
Briftol  yearly -meeting,  which  was  to  general  fatis- 
fadlion. 

From  Briftol  I  went  to  Bath,  and  had  a  fmaM 
meeting,  and  fo  to  Pickwick  ;  I  had  a  fmall  meeting 
at  Corfham,  and  then  went  to  Bradford  on  firft-day  ; 
the  morning  meeting  was  fmall,  but  pretty  open;  that 
in  the  afternoon  was  very  large,  and  I  was  con- 
cerned to  diftinguifli  between  the  theory  and  the  prac- 
tical part  of  true  religion,  and  many  of  the  people 
called  Methodifts  being  there,  were  very  attentive; 
all  was  quiet,  and  ended  well  ;  thence  I  went  back  to 
Pickwick  to  the  mens  monthly-meeting,  and  the 
adjourned  quarterly-meeting  for  the  county,  it  was 
very  fmall,  which  manifeftcd  too  much  negle6l  amongft 
the  elders  of  the  fociety  there  for  the  fervice  of  thefe 
meetings.  From  thence  I  came  to  the  Devizes, 
Melkfliam,  and  Market  I.avington,  and  had  a  meet- 
ing at  each  place,  which  were  pretty  comfortable  ;  fo 
to  Salifbury  on  firft-day,  and  had  two  large  meetings 

there  ; 
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there:  a  great  many  Methodifts  came  to  both  meet- 
ings, and  wsre  in  their  appearance  and  behaviour  very 
agreeable;  feveral  were  partly  convinced,  and  con- 
ftantly  attended  meetings;  I  had  very  fuitable  dotibine 
to  their  unfettL'd  ftates,  and  feeking  conditions,  for 
they  Teemed  to  be  enquiring  the  way  to  the  kingdom, 
with  their  faces  thitherwards  ;  and  I  hope  there  will 
be  an  inert afe  in  that  place  to  our  fociety. 

From  Salifbury  I  went  to  Alton,  and  had  but  one 
fmall  meeting  there,  and  fo  for  London  to  the  yearly- 
meeting,  which  was  very  large  ;  and  many  hopeful 
young  people  of  both  fexes  attended  it,  who  feemed 
very  likely  to  come  up  in  the  places  of  the  faithful 
already  gone,  and  a  going  to  their  long  homes,  and 
my  heart  rejoiced  to  fee  and  find  in  them  a  right  con- 
cern for  the  caufe  of  the  gofpel,  and  zeal  to  keep  up 
the  teftimony  their  parents  joyfully  fufFered  for :  we 
had  feveral  acceptable  and  edifying  times,  and  the 
affairs  of  the  meeting  were  condudled  in  great  love 
and  condefcenfion,  and  ended  well  ;  the  laft  or  con- 
cluding meeting  was  very  large,  and  the  only  one  I 
had  a  particular  concern  for  before  I  left  home,  but  I 
was  almoft  fhut  out,  being  fo  narrowed  up  for  time 
by  thofe  who  appeared  before  me,  that  it  feemed 
quite  unfeafonable  and  dangerous  to  hold  the  meeting 
longer,  and  not  like  to  comport  with  the  health  of 
the  people  ;  but  yet  my  age  and  infirmity  confidered, 
and  it  appearing  doubtful  whether  I  might  have  the 
like  opportunity,  and  being  prefTed  in  fpirit  thereto,  I 
ffood  up  under  great  fear  and  weaknefs  ;  but  1  was 
immediately  flrengthened  by  the  good  word  of  life, 
through  which  I  was  helped,  and  came  off  beyond 
my  e.\pe6lation,  being  afterwards  filled  with  divine 
peace  and  confolation,  which  confirmed  me  that  I 
was  in  my  place  and  duty. 

I  {laid  in  London  over  firfl  day,  but  had  no  fervice 
in  publick  miniftry,  except  at  the  morning  meeting  of 
minifters   on  fecond-day,    where  I  was  very  much 

drawn 
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drawn  forth  to  the  minifters,  the  meeting  being  very 
large  with  country  friends,  and  I  was  much  comforted 
in  that  meeting:-  Next  morning  1  went  with  my 
worthy  friend  Samuel  Waring,  by  Efber  to  Alton, 
and  ftaid  their  firfl-day  meeting,  and  had  a  meeting 
at  Great  Fraile,  and  ftaid  the  monthly  meeting  at 
Alton,  which  was  comfortable  and  well,  though  not 
much  appearance  of  ftrvice  :  from  thence  I  went  to 
Rumfey,  but  was  taken  very  ill  on  the  road,  and  was 
very  much  fatigued,  but  next  day  was  bravely  re- 
covered, and  had  a  fnall  meeting  with  the  two  fami- 
lies, which  was  very  comfortable  j  thence  to  Rin2;- 
wood  on  firft-day,  arid  had  two  open  meetings;  the 
next  day  was  their  quarterly  meeting,  where  their 
affairs  were  well  condudled  :  the  day  following  was 
the  yearly  meeting  of  the  two  counties  of  Southamp- 
ton and  Dorfet,  pretty  large  both  in  the  forenoon  and 
afternoon,  and  were  of  good  fervice  to  appearance. 
Thence  to  Pool  to  the  quarterly-meeting  of  Dorfet- 
fhire,  and  I  ftaid  there  over  firft-day,  and  had  two 
pretty  full  meetings,  efpecially  the  laft,  which  was 
very  iarge  and  open  ;  many  divine  tru:hs  were  clearly 
and  plainly  declared  to  the  people,  who  by  their  flili- 
nefs  and  attention  manifefted  a  good  difpofition  to 
hear  and  be  informed;  I  ftaid  the  fourth  day,  and 
then  came  home  the  laft  day  of  the  fifth  month,  1748. 


An  Account  of  my  Journey  to  Briflol  Yearly 
meeting,  and  to  London,  Norwich,  &c, 

I  left  home  the  17  th  of  the  fecond  month,  1749, 
and  had  one  meeting  at  Croicoume,  or  Cufcoome, 
near  Shipton  Mallet,  to  good  fatisfaiStion ;  thence  to 
Briftol,  and  ftaid  the  yearly-meeting,  where  I  had 
fome  very  ag  eeable  opportunities,  both  in  the  f  ledl 
and  pubiick  meeting"^.  'eing  clear  of  that  place,  I 
proceeded  by  Chippenham,  (Jain,  and  Marlborough, 

and 
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and  had  a  meeting  in  each  place  ;  thence  t©  Newbury, 
being  firft-day,  and  had  two  meetings,  the  laft  pretty 
larg^  and  agreeable  ;  thence  to  Reading,  Henley, 
Wickham,  and  Uxbridge,  had  but  fmall  meetings, 
though  fatisfaiSlory  opportunities  at  each  place  :  from 
Uxbridge  I  went  to  London,  and  had  fundry  very 
acceptable  times  in  the  fele61:  meetings  of  miniftcrs, 
and  was  largely  opened  in  the  publick  meetings,  and 
I  found  my  concern  to  grow  upon  me;  but  when  I 
vas  clear,  I  left  London,  in  company  with  John 
Wilfon  of  Kendal,  who  went  to  vifit  his  wife,  who 
had  received  fome  hurt  by  a  fall  from  her  horfe  near 
Billerica  ;  fhe  lodged  at  a  fiiend's  houfe  in  a  parifli 
called  Stock,  and  I  lodged  at  my  friend  Samuel  Ar- 
nold's country  houfe.  We  found  John's  wife  finely 
recovered,  and  we  rode  together  next  day  to  Col- 
chefter,  being  the  27th  of  the  third  month,  the  yearly- 
meeting  beginning  next  day,  and  the  quarterly-meet- 
ing for  the  county  the  day  following,  and  the  ftle6l 
meeting  of  miniflers  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day 
of  the  week,  which  appeared  to  me  but  of  little  ad- 
vantage ;  but  the  publick  meetings  were  both  very 
large  and  edifying,  and  ended  well,  and  to  good  fatis- 
faclion.  Thence  to  Manningtree,  and  had  a  fmall 
meeting,  and  fo  to  Ipfwich,  and  was  at  their  weekly- 
meeting,  in  company  with  Jane  Hofkins,  (formerly 
Fenn)  and  Elizabeth  Hudfon,  both  from  Pennfylva- 
nia,  who  had  agreeable  fervice  amongfl  friends  :  I 
ilaid  in  Ipfv^ich  over  the  firft-day,  and  the  laft  .meet- 
ing was  wtry  large,  being  appointed  about  the  fourth 
hour  in  the  afternoon,  and  many  of  fundry  profcfHons 
were  there,  and  were  very  attentive  and  fober,  and 
fome  very  much  afFedted  and  broken  Into  tears,  fo  that 
I  hope  that  meeting  was  of  fervice  to  many  :  I  was 
largely  opened  on  the  lubjecft  of  working  out  our  own 
falvation,  and  the  means  whereby  it  is  attainable. 

PVom  Ipfwich  I  went  to  Woodbridge,  it  being   the 
quarterly- meeting   for    the  county  of    Suffolk,    and 

there 
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there  being  Tome  uneafinefs  amongft  them,  friends 
were  concerned  to  advife  them  to  a  reconciliation, 
left  by  continuing  in  their  uneafinef?,  they  fhould  be 
wounded  by  a  breach  of  union  and  affeclion.  The 
meeting,  by  adjournment,  held  all  day,  and  friends 
feemed  in  a  tolerable  fu'eetnefs  and  condefcenfion  one 
to  another,  though  a  party  contentious  fpirit  had  too 
much  got  in  among  them.  Next  morning  was  a 
meeting  of  minifters^  to  good  fatisfaclion ;  and  then 
the  yearly-meetings  of  worfliip  followed,  which  were 
exceeding  large,  and  the  parting-meeting  the  day 
following  ;  they  were  all  very  much  to  fatisfa6tion  : 
in  the  p  ;r  ing-meeting  I  was  much  enlarged  on  the 
progrelfive  advancement  in  a  living  aixi  laving  faith, 
which  is  the  very  life  of  true  religion  ;  and  we  had  a 
fmall  meeting  the  day  f  )llovving,  being  their  weekly- 
meeting.  Then  I  went  to  Brand,  Edmund  Peck- 
over  being  with  me,  and  he  had  very  gooJ  fervice, 
and  the  meeting  ended  well  ;  then  I  went  back  to 
Woodbridge,  and  ilaid  over  firl^-day,  but  there  were 
very  few  befides  fiends,  though  it  was  expected  the 
laft  meeting  would  have  been  large,  but  for  v/ant  of 
notice  it  was  not.  Thence  to  Layfton  and  Peafon- 
hall,  and  Beccles,  and  had  a  fmall  meeting  at  each 
place,  but  to  tolerable  fatisfaclion  ;  thence  to  A'Tutford 
and  Pakefield,  and  had  as  large  meetings  as  the  ac- 
commodation would  permit ;  what  v/as  chiefly  want- 
ing, was  room  for  the  people  in  botb  places;  thence 
to  Yarmouth,  and  had  a  pretty  large  meeting  to 
edification  ;  thence  to  North  Walfnam,  and  had  a 
fmall  meeting  to  little  purpofc  j  thence  to  Norwich 
yearly-meeting,  which  was  very  large  :  I  was  en- 
larged on  the  qualifications  of  true  minillers,  ihewini^, 
that  without  the  divine  aid  of  the  Spirit  of  Tiiith,  that 
work  could  not  be  rightly  performed  to  tl;e  edification 
of  the  hearers. 

From  Norwich  I  went  to  Lamas  general-meetini::, 
v.'hich   was   very  large,  too  much   for    tiie    hoii!e  to 
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•contam,  but  the  people  were  very  quiet ;  thence  back  '1 
to  Norwich,  itaid   there    the   week-day  and   firft-day  5 
meeting?,  following,  where  I  had  ten  meeting?,  though  i 
in  two  of  thim  I  had  noth  ng  to  fay,  and   the  meet- 
ings were  mollly  very  large  and  to  good  purpofe,  be-  j 
ing'full  enough  for  my  natural  ftrcngth  to  go  through  ^ 
with  ;  but  tliankful  and  glad  I  was,  finding  inward  .* 
f'reiigth  and  afiiftancc  every  day  to  help  me  through  j 
(:•>  well,  to  my  own  comfort  and   his  praife,  u-ho  is 
•  ,>od,    blefltd  ior  ever;  and  he  has  given  me  faith  to  : 
believe,  that  fo  Icng  as  her  engages  my  mind   in  the  j| 
work  of  tl;e  miniffry,  he   v.'ill  give   a  frcfti   fupply  cf  .j 
flrength,  both  inward  and   outward,  adequate  to  his  ! 
jequirings.     From   Norwich    I    came    to   Mattifhal,  ' 
Windhar.i,  and  Teafbnrough,  and   had   a  meeting  at  "j 
each   place,  the  laft   was  enlarged  confidtrably  with 
Friends   frcm   Norwich  ;  things   were   middling,  no  ; 
cavife  of  coniphiint  ;  but  I  was  under  great  poverty  of  '., 
fpirit  in   thcfe  fniall   meetings:   thence  to  Difs  to  a  ■' 
jrei'icral   meeting  ;     frien.ls  frcm   Norwich   and  other  ■ 
tliltant  p!;!Ges  came  in  and  attended  us,  that  it   laid 
me   very  low   indeed;  but  I  faw   in   the  opening  of  j 
flivine  virtue,  that  as  the  bLfling  of  Chriii  my  maifer,  | 
upon  "a  fn,iail  quantity  of  but  plam  andlow  food,  gave  j 
I'atisfaction  to  a  multitude,  more  than  we  were  like  to  \ 
be,  fo  1  found   it   beti:  to  rctiie  to   my   gift,  and   be  ] 
{till  :  'the  meeting  w/.s  very  large,  qu'et,  and  well,  and 
i  WHS  con'eernetl  to  fet  forth  the  folly   and  tmptinels  I 
t;r  ail  furir\s  of  religion,  v.-ithout  the  virtue  and  power 
cf  the    Spirit  of   Chrift,    and  was    opened    on    this  < 
fu'-jecf   ver/  largely,  much    to  my  own   fatisfiction,  ;, 
all  he;n^  quiet  and  well.     Thence  to   Bardwell,  and 
had  a  (ir.Al  meetijig,  which  was  pretty  well ;  thence  to  \ 
iiuiy,  2iid   fo  to   Rattlefdon  ;   1   had   three    meetings 
at  liury,'  at  d   one   at  the   other   place,  all   to  pretty  ^ 
good  fatlsfaction.  i^ 
.From  Rattle'd -n  I  went  to  Wa'den,  Royfton,  and  ' 
BJdock,  and  io  to  Hitching,  but  had  but  low  times  | 
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in  all  tlufe  laft  meetings  ;  thence  to  Hartford  and 
Ware,  and  had  tolerable  good  fatisfadlion  in  both 
places  ;  thence  to  Bifliop  Stortford  and  Dunmow, 
and  had  a  fmall  meeting  at  each  place  ;  and  fo  to 
Chc;lmsford  on  firft-dav  ;  things  were  well  and  com- 
fortable :  ihence  to  Billerica,  and  had  a  fmall  meet- 
ing, anu  then  went  with  my  friend  Samuel  Arnold  to 
his  houfe,  in  a  parifh  called  Stock,  and  ftaid  fome 
days,  and  then  came  with  him  to  London,  being  the 
20th  of  the  fixth  month  1749. 

1  ftaid  in  town  feveral  weeks,  and  my  concern 
grew  upon  me,  and  being  filled  with  gofpel  virtue,  I 
had  fome  very  agreeable  fervice,  vifiting  all  the  meet- 
ings in  the  city,  fome  three  or  four  times  over,  and 
the  firil-day  meetings  were  very  full,  but  week-day 
n:ieetings  were  fmall. 

Finding  myfelf  eafy  and  clear  of  the  town,  I  left 
it  in  great  peace  on  the  3d  of  the  eighth  month  1749, 
and  came  to  Efher  to  a  fmall  meeting,  fo  to  Guild- 
fordj  Godalmin,  and  Alton,  Bafmgitoke,  Baghurlf, 
and  Andover,  and  had  fome  very  agreeable  times, 
and  in  the  main  was  pretty  well  fuisficd.  'I'hence  to 
Kaliibury,  and  had  a  very  full  meeting,  fundry  Me- 
thodifts  be  ng  there;  fo  to  Fording-bridge,  and  was 
at  a  funeral,  where  many  people  attended  ;  I  had  good 
fatisfaftion  in  being  there,  and  left  the  place  in  much 
comfort  and  inward  peace  ;  thence  to  Ringwood,  and 
luid  a  pretty  large  evening-meeting  to  good  fatis- 
f,'.£lion,  thence  to  Pool,  and  fo  to  Weymouth,  and 
had  oppi^rtunities  in  both  places  ;  and  from  thence 
I  came  home,  being  the  fecond  of  the  ninth  month, 
i7>9- 

From  this  time  it  does  not  appear  that  our  dear 
friend  kept  any  account  of  the  meetings  he  attended, 
but  upon  application  to  his  monthly-meeting,  they 
fent  us  the  following  brief  teftiniony  of  his   fervice, 

from 


196  THE  LIFE  AND  TRAVELS,  SiC. 

from  the  time  he  finiflied  his  journal  to  his  deceafe, 
viz. 

From  our  monthly-meeting  held  at  Bridport,  the  21  ft 
of  the  ninth  month,  1755,  to  Friends  at  their 
fecond-day's  morning-meeting  in  Londun. 

Dear  friends  and  brethren. 
The  journal  of  our  dear  and  worthy  friend,  Samuel 
Bownas,  feems  to  break  off  fomewhat  abruptly,  end- 
ing the  fecond  of  the  ninth  month,  1749,  and  we 
cannot  find  that  he  kept  any  account  of  his  travels, 
labours,  and  fervices  in  the  miniftry,  from  that  time 
to  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  which  was  on  the  fecond 
day  of  the  fourth  month,  1753,  during  which  time 
he  took  no  long  journeys,  for  being  advanced  in  years, 
his  hands  fhook,  and  eye-fight  failed  him  much,  but 
he  was  very  diligent  in  attending  meetings  both  at 
home  and  in  the  neighbourhood,  for  twenty  or  thirty 
miles  round,  as  long  as  his  health  and  ftrength  con- 
tinued ;  and  his  miniftry  was  lively  and  powerful  to 
the  liift,  to  the  edification  and  comfort  of  thofe  that 
were  favoured  with  it,  and  his  removal  was  u  great 
lofs  to  friends  in  thefe  parts  ;  but  we  have  rea!on  to 
believe  it  was  his  great  gain,  for  in  his  laft  illncfs, 
whith  was  very  fhorr,  he  feemed  quite  fcn'ible  of  his 
approaching  change,  faying  that  he  could  not  Hay 
long  with  us,  and  hoped  that  kind  Providence  would 
be  pleafed  to  take  him  to  himfelf. 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  faid  meeting,  by 
Joseph  Curtis, 
Robert  Curtis, 
Tho.  VVestcombe, 
William  Kenway, 
Joseph  Hutchiks. 
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